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Have Questions?

1

Type them into questions box!

“Why am I muted?”
Don’t worry. Everyone is muted 
except the presenter and host. 
Thank you and enjoy the show. 

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

Have Questions?

2

Check out the ACS Webinar Library!
An ACS member exclusive benefit

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/videos.html

Hundreds of presentations from the best and brightest minds that chemistry has to offer are available to you on-demand. 
The Library is divided into 6 different sections to help you more easily find what you are searching. 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/videos.html
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4https://chemidp.acs.org

A Career Planning Tool For Chemical Scientists

ChemIDP is an Individual Development Plan 
designed specifically for graduate students and 
postdoctoral scholars in the chemical sciences. 
Through immersive, self-paced activities, users 
explore potential careers, determine specific skills 
needed for success, and develop plans to achieve 
professional goals. ChemIDP tracks user progress 
and input, providing tips and strategies to 
complete goals and guide career exploration.

https://chemidp.acs.org/


04/11/2021

3

If you are from an underrepresented racial or ethnic group, we 

want to empower you to get your graduate degree!

The ACS Bridge Program offers:

• A FREE common application that will highlight your achievements to 
participating Bridge Departments

• Resources to help write competitive grad school applications and 
connect you with mentors, students, and industry partners!

Are you thinking of Grad School?

Learn more and apply at www.acs.org/bridge

Email us at bridge@acs.org

ACS Bridge Program
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ACS Department of Diversity Programs

We believe in the strength of diversity in all its forms, because inclusion of and 
respect for diverse people, experiences, and ideas lead to superior solutions to 
world challenges and advances chemistry as a global, multidisciplinary science.

@ACSDiversity

ACS Diversity acsvoices.podbean.com/

Advancing ACS's Core Value of Diversity, Inclusion & Respect

Contact Us:
https://app.suggestionox.com/r/DI_R
Diversity@acs.org

www.acs.org/diversity

http://www.acs.org/bridge
mailto:bridge@acs.org
mailto:Diversity@acs.org
mailto:Diversity@acs.org
http://www.acs.org/diversity
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Empowering Academic Researchers to 
Strengthen Safety Culture

This 4-hour workshop is primarily directed at frontline researchers in academic institutions: graduate students, 
postdoctoral scholars, and undergraduate students. Faculty and safety staff are also very much encouraged to participate.

Workshop goals are to:

• Educate participants about the value of risk 
assessment

• Guide participants towards gaining awareness of 
safety culture messages from the leadership at their 
institutions

• Empower participants to expand their safety networks 
and develop laboratory safety teams.

https://dchas.org

Sunday, March 20, 2021 from 2PM – 6PM EDT. 
The workshop is $25 per participant. 

RACHEL WILEY
STEM Doctoral Fellow,

The University of Memphis

OMAR LEON RUIZ
Graduate Student, 

Department of Chemistry & 
Biochemistry, UCLA

8
www.acs.org/acswebinars

https://dchas.org/
http://www.acs.org/acswebinars


04/11/2021

5

T  H  I  S     A  C  S    W  E  B  I  N  A  R    W  I  L  L B  E  G  I  N    S  H  O  R  T  L  Y  .  .  . 9

Enhancing Research Productivity through Student-Led Laboratory Safety Teams

This ACS Webinar is co-produced with ACS Division of Chemical Health and Safety ACS Committee on Chemical Safety.

Presentation slides are available now! The edited recording will be made available as soon as possible.

www.acs.org/acswebinars

JESSICA MARTIN
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

KALI MILLER
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

MONICA NYANSA
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

SARAH ZINN
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

RALPH STUART
Environmental Safety Manager, 

Keene State College and Chair, ACS 
Committee on Chemical Safety

http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Laboratory Safety Teams (LSTs)

 Researcher-Led

 Focus on

 Solving Tangible Needs
 Bringing Groups Together
 Communication
 Useful Training
 Resources

11

 Researcher-Led
But… why?

Sarah
12

Laboratory Safety Teams (LSTs)
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Why is this stuff in MY refrigerator?

13

Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

• Yes

• No

• Not applicable

14

Have you ever had to handle disposal of inherited samples or 
expired legacy chemicals?
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A Graduate Student Trying to Resolve 
Long-Standing Safety Issues on My Own

Working to Solve It All Together With LSTs!

15

Succession Planning

 User training system: ✓

 Lab manager training system: ?
• Documentation
• Knowledge transfer
• Training
• Overlap

 Best intentions ≠ results

16



04/11/2021

9

Chemical Inventory

 How to keep track of hazards 
in each lab?

 Collaborative multidisciplinary 
research spaces 
• Unique challenges

 Policies vs. Practicality

kali
17

Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

• Yes

• No

• Not applicable

18

Have you ever had to work with a poorly-maintained or non-
existent chemical inventory system?
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Connecting Student Safety Enthusiasts

 Common problems: Lack of 
communication & human error

 How to make it easy to do what 
you’re supposed to do?

 Involvement in safety groups

kali
19

Turns Out, Reality is Not So Clean

As an outsider, my expectations were miscalibrated

University of St. Andrews

Brandeis

UT Austin

UChicago

Berkeley

20
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Time Spent Digging for Equipment

Utter 
chaos

Do we have what 
I need to start 

this new project?

- to -

21

Time Spent Searching for Chemicals

Do we have what I need to start this new project?

22
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Time Spent Tracking Figuring Out Unknown Messes

Whose mess is this? How long has this hotplate been on?

Does anyone know what’s in this unlabeled vial?

23

Why I Co-Founded My LST

But it didn’t last...

24
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Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

• Too many times

• A few times 

• Never

• Not applicable

25

How often have you encountered a disruptive equipment mess or chemical 
contamination that was produced by previous occupants of your lab space? 

It’s actually in all of our best 
interests to solve this problem.

Address the salience

26

Why I Co-Founded My LST
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Safety professionals as allies 
Alone and Confused when 
it comes to lab safety?

27

Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

• Yes, they were helpful

• Yes, they were NOT helpful

• No, I haven’t needed them

• No, I don’t know anyone I can contact

• Not applicable

28

Have you ever contacted safety professionals for help with specific questions about 
research safety or hazardous waste issues in your lab?
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Monica
29

Safety-related Team Conversations with Peers

30

Safety Networks
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Research Productivity and Housekeeping Challenges

31

Graduate and Postdoctoral Led
Laboratory Safety Teams

Safety Professionals 
and Faculty Champions

32
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The workshop started at an 
ACS National Meeting in 
2018...and the rest is history!

Jessica
33

dchas.org

Jessica DeYoung, University of Iowa
Omar Leon Ruiz, University of California, Los Angeles

Sarah Zinn, University of Chicago
Cristian Aviles-Martin, University of Connecticut

2021 CHAS Graduate Student Safety Leadership Award

Recognizing graduate student researcher or recent graduate who demonstrates outstanding 

leadership in the area of chemical health & safety in their laboratory or department.

In recognition of these students’ collective and individual contributions to the workshop 
“Empowering Academic Researchers to Strengthen Safety Culture” supported by the ACS 
Division of Chemical Health and Safety and for their role in developing and strengthening 

Laboratory Safety Teams (LSTs) at their respective institutions.

34
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Workspace: labsafetyteams

35

dchas.org

A S K  Y O U R  Q U E S T I O N S  N O W  I N  T H E  Q U E S T I O N S  W I N D O W … T H E  Q & A  I S  A B O U T  T O  B E G I N ! 36
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Enhancing Research Productivity through Student-Led Laboratory Safety Teams

This ACS Webinar is co-produced with ACS Division of Chemical Health and Safety ACS Committee on Chemical Safety.

Presentation slides are available now! The edited recording will be made available as soon as possible.

www.acs.org/acswebinars

JESSICA MARTIN
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

KALI MILLER
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

MONICA NYANSA
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

SARAH ZINN
Member, ACS Division of 

Chemical Health and Safety

RALPH STUART
Environmental Safety Manager, 

Keene State College and Chair, ACS 
Committee on Chemical Safety

38
www.acs.org/acswebinars

http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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www.acs.org/acswebinars

Learn from the best and brightest minds in chemistry! Hundreds of webinars on 
diverse topics presented by experts in the chemical sciences and enterprise.

Edited Recordings are an exclusive ACS member benefit and are made available 
once the recording has been edited and posted.

Live Broadcasts of ACS Webinars  continue to be available to the general public 
several times a week generally from 2-3pm ET!

A collection of the best recordings from the ACS Webinars Library will occasionally 
be rebroadcast to highlight the value of the content.

®

40

ACS Webinars  does not endorse any products or services. The views 
expressed in this presentation are those of the presenter and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the American Chemical Society.

®

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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www.acs.org/acswebinars

http://www.acs.org/acswebinars

