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The Enlightenment:

•How did Enlightenment ideas change 

intellectual thought, including views 

about the role of government.

•Which Enlightenment ideas form the 

basis for our U.S. government?

•How did Enlightenment ideas inspire 

commoners to overthrow the French 

monarchy? 

The French Revolution:

•What were the political, economic, 

religious, social, and intellectual causes 

of the French Revolution?

•What were the political outcomes of the 

first phase of the French Revolution?

•Why did the Terror occur and what 

were its consequences?

•Were the ideals of the French 

Revolution lost during Napoleon’s 

reign?
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Main Themes:

• 1. The Enlightenment had its origins in 

the scientific and intellectual revolutions 

of the 17c.

2. Enlightenment thinkers felt that 

change and reason were both possible and 

desireable for the sake of human liberty.

3. Enlightenment philosophes provided a 

major source of ideas that could be used 

to undermine existing social and political 

structures.

I. Origins of the Enlightenment:

Scientific Revolution

17th Century Thinkers

John Locke
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THE ENLIGHTENMENT PHILOSOPHY

• Free-thinking, individualism

• Dealt with areas such as 

government, religion, and 

relationships between the people 

and the government

II. Characteristics: 

Progress

Reason

Deism

Religious Tolerance

Critique of ―Old Regime‖

--The French Monarchy
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III. The Philosophes

 A group of social critics in France 

 Opposed to divine right and absolute 
monarchies 

Objected to the privileges of the nobility and 
clergy

 Believed people were capable of governing 
themselves 

 Turned away from traditional religious 
values; most were atheists or deists 
(believed in God, not the Church)

Philosophes

Society  |  Human Relations  |  Government



12/6/2009

5

III. The Philosophes:

Thomas Hobbes,

1588-1679

• Believed that 

conflict was a part of 

Human Nature

• Hobbes believed that 

as people we need to 

make a contract with 

the government to 

maintain social 

order.

• Leviathan
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III. The Philsophes

• John Locke (August 29, 
1632 – October 28, 1704) 
was an influential English 
philosopher and social 
contract theorist. 

• Believed that all people 
had Natural Rights: life, 
liberty, property 

• The purpose of 
government is to protect 
these rights

• Government had to gain 
the consent of the 
governed.
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III. The Philosophes:

Baron de Montesquieu, 

1689-1755
•Believed in a separation of 

powers in government

Legislative, Executive and 

Judicial

•Believed that Liberty of the 

people must be protected 

from corrupt leaders.

Persian Letters, 1721

The Spirit of Laws, 1748
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III. The Philosophes:

•Francois-Marie Arouet 

Voltaire 
1694-1778

•Believed in tolerance, 

reason and limited 

government

•Quote:  “I disapprove of what you 

say, but I will defend your right till 

the death to say it.”

Candide, 1759 

III. The Philosophes: Denis Diderot, 1713-1784

Illustration from his Encyclopedia, 1751

•Emphasized free will in human affairs.
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III. The Philosophes: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 1712-1778

•Believed people that lived in a civilized 

society were happy and unselfish

•People should live in harmony with nature

•Wrote The Social Contract in 1763.

•His most famous line: "Man is born 

free, and everywhere he is in chains."

•Said that the General Will should take 

priority over individual will.

III. The Philosophes: Adam Smith, 1723-1790

Adam Smith, FRSE (baptised June 5, 1723 – July 17, 1790) was a Scottish 

politician, economist and moral philosopher. His Inquiry into the Nature and Causes 

of the Wealth of Nations was one of the earliest attempts to study the historical 

development of industry and commerce in Europe. That work helped to create the 

modern academic discipline of economics and provided one of the best-known 

intellectual rationales for free trade, capitalism and libertarianism. 
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IV. Enlightenment Culture:

Salons—‖underground‖ 

meeting places run by 

wealthy women of the 

Enlightenment.

Writers, educated people, 

and artists met to discuss 

the new philosophies of the 

day.

Featured contests of wit.

Activity: Dinner with Philosophers 

of the Enlightenment!

• In this activity you will assume the role of a famous philosopher, or political 
thinker!  

• You are required to master this philosopher’s ideas and be prepared to engage in 
conversation at an imaginary dinner party!  To do your research, start with the 
site http://www.lkwdpl.org/lhs/enlightenment/. This party will run like a Socratic 
Seminar in response to the following question: What is the duty of government?

• Possible choices:
– Baron de Montesquieu

– Adam Smith

– Jean Jacques Rousseau

– Thomas Hobbes

– Thomas Jefferson

– Benjamin Franklin

– John Locke

– Francois-Marie Arouet
Voltaire 

– Denis Diderot

– Others?

You will be graded based on content knowledge and your ability to clearly express the 
Enlightenment thinker’s ideas! Maximum points: 20

http://www.lkwdpl.org/lhs/enlightenment/
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V. Enlightenment and Government:

Enlightened Absolutists

•Development of

“Enlightened 

Despots”--rulers who 

respected the rights of 

subjects but did not 

want to take too many 

rights from the 

nobility 

•Instituted some 

reforms.

Example: Joseph II of Austria, 1780-1790

Enlightened Reforms  |  Nobles Reject Reforms
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VI. Enlightenment Led to Rebellions Against State Power:

Example: Russia: Pugachev Revolt, 1773

VI. Rebellions Against State Power:

American Revolution, 1776



12/6/2009

14



12/6/2009

15

Declaration of Independence, 

1776

Constitution of the 

United States of America, 

1787/1789

Bill of Rights, 

1791

The American Revolution: Results
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ENLIGHTENMENT READING & DEBATE:

• 1) READ: “Enlightenment – Document 

Packet #1‖ and answer all questions within.

• 2) READ: ―Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, 

and Rousseau on Government” on pages 10-

13 and answer ―For Discussion and Writing 

Questions‖ on page 13.

• 3) Prepare for the debate as described on 

pages 13.
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VII. Effects of the Enlightenment Period: 

Secular Society

Questioning of Authority

Optimism

The French Revolution!
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One: Liberal Phase, 1789-1792

--Constitutional Monarchy

Two: Radical Phase, 1793-1794

--Formation of the French Republic

--King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette are beheaded!

--Robespierre and “The Reign of Terror”

Three: Reactionary Phase, 1795-1799

--The Directory is established

--Weakened central government

Four: Napoleonic Phase, 1799-1815

--The Republic ends

--Napoleon Bonaparte declares himself Emperor

Phases of the French Revolution:
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First Estate--clergy 

Second Estate--nobles

Third Estate—peasants
And bourgeoisie 

Hierarchy of French Social Order

I. French Social Order Before the Revolution:

Which social classes are riding

on the back of the common people?

How does this cartoon reveal some

of the causes of the French Rev.?
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A New Class: The Bourgeoisie

Wealthy

Educated

New Economic Elite

More Political Power

Began to Challenge 

the power of the Nobility

and demand more rights
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Video: “French Rev., Part I”

Q. What were the causes of the Revolution?

Pay attention!  Your assignment follows!

CAUSES OF FRENCH 

REVOLUTION ASSIGNMENTS:

• COMPLETE ―CAUSES OF 

THE FRENCH REV. 1&2‖ 

AND ―CAUSE OF THE 

FRENCH REVOLUTION: 

MID-TERM FACTORS‖
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The Enlightenment 

―The Philosophes‖

The American Revolution

II. Origins of the Revolution:

Bankrupt State  |  Rural Poverty  |  Urban Poverty

Economic Causes:
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(above) King Louis and Finance Minister Necker

*Necker could not get France out of debt from the French and 

Indian Wars.  Tried to raise taxesMade Third Estate angry!

The French Monarchy’s Economic Troubles

Social Causes:

Which members of the

Ancien Regime are

struggling with each 

other here?
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Louis XV Louis XVI

Political Causes: How did these two kings increase

tensions and problems before the Revolution?
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Louis XVI as a Pig Marie-Antoinette as a Serpent 

Dehumanizing the Monarchy

Summoning of 

The Estates General,

May 1789
For the first time since 1614, the 

States-General met at Versailles. 

Each of the three estates—

clergy, nobility, and the third 

estate, or commons—presented 

its particular grievances to the 

crown.

The aspirations of the bourgeoisie

were expressed by Abbé Sieyès 

in a widely circulated pamphlet 

that implied that the third estate 

and the nation were virtually 

identical.

III. Phase One:
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Awakening the Third Estate

Tennis Court Oath: June 1789

•The Tennis Court Oath was a pledge signed by 577 members of France's Third Estate 

(also called the National Assembly) on June 20, 1789. 

•After King Louis XVI locked the deputies of the Third Estate of the Estates-General 

out of the Palace of Versailles, they met instead in a nearby indoor tennis court where a 

list of grievances were drawn up. There, they adopted a pledge to continue to meet until 

a constitution had been written. 

•It is often considered the start of the French Revolution. 
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Assignment on the Tennis Court Oath: 

• Directions: Read and 

complete ―Change in 

France, 1788-1791‖ 

involving the debate over 

issues involving the 

National Assembly.
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Popular Revolt:

Sans Culottes

―Enter the People‖

July 1789

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/43/Sans-culotte.jpg
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Storming the Bastille: July 14, 1789 

Celebrating the Destruction of the Old Regime

•Bread riots ensued.  Wealthy governors and nobles who were hated 

during the Ancien Regime had their heads put on pikes by the rioting mobs.
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Revolting in Rural France: Summer 1789

Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen

Liberty  |  Equality  |  Fraternity
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ASSIGNMENT:

• WRITE A 250-WORD ESSAY, 

COMPARING/CONTRASTING ―THE 

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF 

MAN AND CITIZEN‖ WITH ―THE 

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF 

WOMAN AND CITIZEN.‖ FOCUS 

QUESTION: WHY DO YOU THINK THE 

SECOND DOCUMENT WAS WRITTEN 

DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THE 

REVOLUTION? 

The King Accepting the 1791 Constitution

A Constitutional

Monarchy was 

briefly established
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The New Order

How does this cartoon represent

the new social order of France

during the French Revolution

Results of Phase One:

Constitutional Monarchy

Bourgeoisie and Noble 

Benefactors
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ASSIGNMENT:

• Read “THE BEGINNING 

OF THE FRENCH 

REVOLUTION” FROM 

EYEWITNESS 

TOHISTORY.COM AND 

COMPLETE “THE 

REVOLUTIONS BEGINS!”

•Civil Constitution of the 

Clergy, July 1790

--Clergy is stripped of

many privileges, including

ownership of land and

freedom from taxation.

Land is redistributed 

among the common

people.

•Royal Family Flees, 1791 

Drafting Monks into the Army

IV. Phase Two:
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• POLITICAL 

CARTOON 

ANALYSIS

The Royal Family was captured in 1791 after being 

accused of conspiring against the new government
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Symbolic Decline of the French Monarchy

Louis the Absolutist Louis the Supporter of the

Revolution
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Louis the Drunk

An Unrefined Louis

Symbolic Decline of the French Monarchy

Louis on Trial, 1792

Louis being taken to the Guillotine
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ASSIGNMENT:

• COMPLETE: ―THE KING 

AND QUEEN‖ IN WHICH 

YOU WILL ANALYZE 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

QUOTES TO DETERMINE 

IF LOUIS XVI WAS 

A―GOOD‖ OR ―BAD‖ 

KING!
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Video: “French Rev., Part II.”

• Pay attention! Our big mock trial follows!

Activity: Mock Trial of Louis XVI

• Directions: Read and complete 

―The King and the Revolution‖ 

and ―The Trial of Louis XVI‖ 

to become more familiar with 

the major arguments during 

the trial.  Then, we will stage 

our own trial to see if history 

repeats itself!  
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The Mock Trial—What we need.

Directions: We will stage a mock trial in the classroom, having 

students role-play Louis XVI, the prosecution and defense 

teams, the judge and jury. Here’s what we need, depending on 

the number of students in the class:

3 judges

1-3 attorneys for the defense (for King Louis XVI)

1 person for Louis XVI, 1 person for Queen Antoinette, 1 

person as  a French citizen.

1-3 attorneys for the prosecution (against Louis XVI)

1 sketch artist (Sketch the trial!)

3-12 jury members

1 bailiff (optional)
81
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83

84
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The Execution of Louis XVI, 1793

What was it like to be guillotined?

http://www.metaphor.dk/guillotine/Pages/Guillot.html

http://www.metaphor.dk/guillotine/Pages/Guillot.html
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Assignment—Execution of a King!:

• Directions: Read ―The Execution of Louis XVI‖ 

from eyewitnesstohistory.com and complete the 

worksheet ―The Execution of the King‖.  

• Then, time permitting we may either:

• Option #1: Working in a group of 3-4, 

write/perform a short skit (approximately 2 pages), 

featuring Louis XVI and his execution! Include the 

following elements: 1) Setting with introduction to 

characters by the narrator, 2) Dialogue, explaining 

the events leading up to Louis’ execution, 3) a 

dramatic ending scene!  Did Louis die with dignity 

and grace according to historic records?  What 

were his final words?  4) A conclusion by the 

narrator about what his death means for France 

and the Revolution.

• Option #2: Read my pre-written skit and complete a 

front page newspaper account of the execution!
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The National Convention, 1793

Jacobins vs. Girondins

Two opposing political factions fight for power

Foreign Wars

Austria  |  Prussia
Made many people worried about enemy spies who might attempt to overthrow

The French Republic.
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A select circle of men led by

Maximillien Robespierre

during the French Republic

He justified the use of ―terror‖

by claiming that enemy spies

were trying to destroy the 

French Republic.

Result: Thousands of people

were accused of being spies

and guillotined!   

Committee of Public Safety and the Reign of Terror
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Optional:

Assignment:

COMPLETE THE 

―REIGN OF 

TERROR‖ 

WORKSHEET!



12/6/2009

52



12/6/2009

53

"Robespierre guillotining 

the executioner after 

having guillotined all 

Frenchmen"
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Guillotine

Burning of Cities

Enforcing the Revolution

Imprisonment



12/6/2009

55

Revolutionary Culture: Destroying the Old Regime

Revolutionary Culture: Destroying the Old Regime

New Calendar

Lady Liberty as a Symbol of the Republic
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Revolutionary Culture: Destroying the Old Regime

Priests and Nuns Encouraged to Marry

Death of Robespierre and End of Reactionary Phase

• Robespierre was 
eventually put on 
trial for his crimes 
against the French 
people.

• Ironically, like Louis 
XVI, he was 
executed in 1795.

• Committee of Public 
Safety is replaced by 
the Directory.
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INTRODUCTION TO:

PROJECT

Option #1:
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PROJECT

Option #2:

V. Phase III: Reaction and the Directory

How does this cartoon poke fun at the weakness of the Directory?  Who 

is the guy opening the drapes?
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Phase IV: The Napoleonic Era

• He promoted the spread 
of ideas from the 
Revolution throughout 
Europe as part of a 
propaganda campaign.

• Can this painting titled 
―Bonaparte Crossing the 
Alps‖ be considered 
propaganda?
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Background Information

• Born on the island of 

Corsica (Mediterranean)

• Trained in military service

• Participated in the French 

Revolution at an early age

• Supported Jacobins, but was 

also confused by the wide 

variation of ideas available 

during the French 

Revolution

Napoleon Becomes Emperor

• 1799: A popular French general, 

Napoleon Bonaparte returned 

from his successful military 

campaigns in Italy and Egypt . He 

was fed up with the Directory and 

overthrew it to create a 3-member 

Consulate

• 1802:  Named himself Consul for 

life

• 1804:  Became emperor of the 

French

**He was strongly supported by the 

French people**
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Reforms Under Napoleon

• Regulation of Economy:  encouraged 

new industry, regulated prices, and 

built canals and roads

• Made Peace with the Catholic Church 

(Concordat of 1801)

• All careers were open to ―talent‖—

means to satisfy all social classes

• Establishment of the Napoleonic 

Code
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The Code Napoleon

• He established the Code Napoléon as the rule 
of law in France and in each new area he 
conquered.

– Feudalism and serfdom were abolished, 
and freedom of religion  was established. 

– Each area was granted a constitution, 
providing for universal male suffrage 
(voting rights) and a parliament and 
containing a bill of rights. 

– French-style administrative and judicial 
systems were required.

– Schools were put under centralized 
administration, and free public schools 
were envisioned. Higher education was 
opened to all who qualified, regardless of 
class or religion. 

– Every state had an academy or institute for 
the promotion of the arts and sciences. 
Incomes were provided for eminent 
scholars, especially scientists. 

– Constitutional government remained only 
a promise, but progress and increased 
efficiency were widely realized. 

The Creation of an Empire

• 1804-1814:  Napoleon creates an 
empire by annexing territory

– Netherlands

– Belgium

– Parts of Italy

– Parts of Germany

• Napoleon cut Prussian territory in 
half

• Many countries signed treaties 
with France to avoid conflict

• Napoleon placed relatives on the 
thrones of several places to 
solidify his control
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Conflict with England

• Traditionally, the French and 

the British have not gotten 

along well.

• 1805:  Napoleon prepares to 

invade England, but is stopped 

at the Battle of Trafalgar.

• Napoleon’s Continental 

System:  Closed European 

ports to British goods

Napoleon’s costly invasion of 

Russia! Why was this a mistake?
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“Napoleon”  Biography Video

Watch closely because your assignment follows after the video!

Napoleon Biography Questions:

• Discussion Questions

• 1. Discuss how Napoleon’s background, early experiences in school, and the times in 
which he

• lived may have affected his character and leadership style. In the end, what part of his 
character

• do you think led to his downfall?

• 2. Explain the debate between aristocrats and philosophers over monarchy and democracy 
during

• the revolutionary period in France. Which side would you say Napoleon was on?

• 3. Analyze Napoleon’s role in the French Revolution and his speedy rise to power. What 
were his

• talents?

• 4. What were Napoleon’s first tasks as dictator? Explain and discuss why they were 
important.

• 5. Why do you think the French people accepted Napoleon as their sole leader not once 
but twice?

• After all, hadn’t they just fought a revolution to end the monarchy in France?

• 6. Compare and contrast both times Napoleon was exiled. Was he wise to try to return to 
power from Elba? What do you think should happen to defeated leaders today?
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Group Activity: Do you accept Napoleon 

as your leader, the emperor of France?

• Procedures

• 1. Divide into committees of 3-4 so that you can have small-group discussions

• about Napoleon’s attempt to regain power in 1815, after his 1814 exile to Elba.

• 2. Your first assignment is to research more details about Napoleon’s

• defeat and exile in 1814. Locate the responses of various French men and

• women to those events, beginning perhaps with a thorough encyclopedia article about

• Napoleon. Students on each committee should identify reference sources and distribute them

• among themselves; each student on a committee should be responsible for reading and taking

• notes from one or more sources, with the entire committee covering all the identified sources.

• 3. Next, imagine that you are living in France in 1815 at various levels of society.

• Within the small groups, each student should state whether he or she would welcome

• Napoleon back to the position of emperor in France. Each student must also give reasons for

• holding his or her opinion on Napoleon’s return.

• 4. For your statements, you must consider the following:
– The goals and ideals of the French Revolution

– Napoleon’s accomplishments and failures up to 1814

– The return of the monarchy under Louis XVIII

• 5. The goal of each committee is to create a consensus out of the views of its three or four

• members. That is, members of a committee may start off holding opposed positions about

• Napoleon’s return but should arrive at one and only one position.

• 6. One member of each committee should present the committee’s final decision to the class.           
Then, the several committee spokespeople need to work out and announce a joint statement on

• whether Napoleon should be allowed to return to France in 1815.

Napoleon is Defeated at Waterloo!

• He ruled France as 
Emperor and 
Dictator and 
continued to 
engage in wars of 
territorial 
expansion.

• He was  defeated 
by England, 
France, and 
several other 
European powers 
at the Battle of 
Waterloo in 1815.

• He died in exile 
on the Island of St 
Helena in 1821.

• The monarchy 
was revived in 
France!
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ASSIGNMENT—NAPOLEON CARTOON:

• READ ―THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO‖ 

AND ―EXILE TO HELENA‖ FROM 

EYEWITNESSTOHISTORY.COM. THEN, 

USING THE HISTORICAL 

INFORMATION IN THESE READINGS, 

DRAW A COLORFUL, INTELLIGENT  

POLITICAL CARTOON, POKING FUN 

AT HIS DEFEAT AND EXILE.  INCLUDE 

A TITLE CAPTION UNDERNEATH THE 

CARTOON, DESCRIBING WHAT’S 

GOING ON.

Successes and Failures

• Successes

– Code Napoleon

– Boost of French 

nationalism

– Age of Napoleon is 

considered a 

glorious time in 

French history

– Massive territorial 

expansion

• Failures

– Continental System 

did not work

– Trade restrictions 

hurt Europe

– Merchants ignored 

Napoleon and 

smuggled in British 

goods

– Napoleon’s huge 

miscalculation in 

Russia
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The Lasting Legacy of the French Revolution

• Were all of the ideals of the French 

Revolution lost during the 

Napoleonic Period?

• How are the ideas of the 

Enlightenment and the French 

Revolution still with us today?

Vocabulary Review:

• Vocabulary

• abdicate

• Definition: To formally relinquish a sovereign power.

• Context: On April 6, 1814, a humiliated emperor is forced to abdicate the throne.

• armistice

• Definition: Temporary suspension of hostilities by agreement between the opponents.

• Context: Napoleon has driven the Austrians back and secured an armistice, a peace treaty 
that

• gives France thousands of miles of new territory.

• artillery

• Definition: A branch of an army armed with crew-served mounted firearms.

• Context: Napoleon is commissioned as second lieutenant in the artillery, a fortuitous 
choice

• since new advances in weaponry and tactics are about to rewrite history.

• coup

• Definition: The violent overthrow or alteration of an existing government by a small 
group.

• Context: Napoleon’s allies stage a coup and seize control of the government.

• guillotine

• Definition: A machine for beheading by means of a heavy blade that slides down in 
vertical

• guides.

• Context: In 1793, Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette are marched to the guillotine and 
beheaded.


