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To ensure the full and fair participation 
by all potentially affected communities in 
the transportation decision-making 
process.

To avoid, minimize, or mitigate 
disproportionately high and adverse 
human health and environmental effects, 
including social and economic effects, on 
minority or low-income populations.

To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or 
significant delay in the receipt of benefits 
by minority or low-income populations.

Environmental Justice 
(EJ) at the FHWA means 
identifying and addressing 
disproportionately high 
and adverse effects of the 
agency's programs, 
policies, and activities on 
minority populations and 
low-income populations.

Overview Guiding Principles 

Environmental Justice



www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/


Equity in Transportation
Equity in transportation seeks fairness in mobility and accessibility to meet the needs 
of all community members. Particular focus is given to individuals in one of the 
following population categories:
 Low Income
 Minority
 Elderly
 Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 
 Persons with Disabilities



Highlighting Transportation Plans and 
Projects
 City of High Point, North Carolina Downtown Multi-modal Vision Plan to 

Increase Access, Promote Use, and Foster Economic Development (2019)
 I-70 East Environmental Impact Statement, Denver, Colorado (2019)
 Demonstrated Advances in Nondiscrimination, including Environmental 

Justice: US 26 Outer Powell Transportation Safety Project, Portland, OR (2017)
 Walk Bike Thrive! A Regional Vision for a More Walkable, Bikeable, and 

Livable Metro Atlanta (2017)

Source: Colorado DOT

Source: Oregon DOT



6

EJ Analysis in Transportation Planning and 
Programming

1. Providing Opportunities for 
Meaningful Public Involvement

2. Identifying EJ Populations
3. Understanding EJ Needs and 

Concerns
4. Assessing Benefits and Burdens of 

Plans and Programs
5. Assessing Whether Adverse 

Effects Are Disproportionately High
6. Deploying Strategies to Address 

Disproportionately High and 
Adverse Effects (Imbalances and 
Needs)

7. Best Practices

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/publications/



Addressing Changing Demographics in 
EJ Analysis  

I. Context, Goals and Objectives
II. Changing Demographics: Trends and 

Forecasts
III. State of the Practice & Notable Practices
IV. Key Takeaways
V. Notable Practice Example Case Studies

1. Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission

2. Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission

3. Atlanta Regional Commission
4. Florida Department of Transportation
5. Metro (Portland, OR)
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/publications/



Community Impact Assessment (CIA) 
Reference Guide Update

• New CIA Resources
• Best Practice Examples
• Updated Assessment 

Techniques/Strategies
• Effective Public 

Involvement

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/cia/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/cia/


Active Transportation 

http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/

http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/


Tolling and Road Pricing

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/publications/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/environmental_justice/publications/


Complete Trip ITS4US Deployment Program

https://www.its.dot.gov/its4us/index.htm

https://www.its.dot.gov/its4us/index.htm


Improving Access to Opportunity
Community Connections Innovations Handbook and Toolkit (2019)
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/community_connections/handbook/

Guidebook for Measuring Multimodal Network Connectivity (2018)
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/
multimodal_connectivity/

Integrating Shared Mobility in Multimodal Planning: Improving 
Regional Performance Goals to Meet Public Goals (2018)
https://www.planning.dot.gov/documents/SharedMobility_Whitepaper_ 
02-2018.pdf

The Why and How of Measuring Access to Opportunity: A Guide 
to Performance Management (2017)
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/resources/measuring-access-to-
opportunity/ 

Health in Transportation Corridor Planning Framework (2016)
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/health_in_transportation/planning_ 
framework/
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/community_connections/handbook/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/multimodal_connectivity/
https://www.planning.dot.gov/documents/SharedMobility_Whitepaper_02-2018.pdf
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/resources/measuring-access-to-opportunity/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/health_in_transportation/planning_framework/


Mobility Innovation
 Shared Mobility
 Automated and Connected Vehicles
 Micromobility
 Curbspace Management 



Public Involvement/Public Participation

www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/vpi/

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/public_involvement/vpi/


Public Involvement Resources



National Highway Institute 
Training Resources

www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov

Environmental Justice and Public Involvement

• Fundamentals of EJ, WBT
(Course #142074)

• EJ Analysis, Instructor-led 
(Course #142075)

• Basics of Public Involvement in 
Transportation Decision Making, WBT 
(Course #142077)

• Title VI Analysis, Instructor-led (Under 
Development)



Additional Training Resources

FHWA Resource Center Technical Assistance
www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter

FTA/NTI EJ Courses  
http://www.ntionline.com/ courses/

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter
http://www.ntionline.com/courses/


EJ/Equity Collaboration
 Federal: USDOT, FHWA, Interagency EJ Working Group, 

National Science Foundation
 Partnering Organizations: TRB, AASHTO, APA 

 TRB Transportation Equity Conference, Sept. 7-9, 2021 Washington, D.C., 

Upcoming Event



FHWA Contact Information
 Office of Human Environment: 

Fleming El-Amin (fleming.el-amin@dot.gov)
Danielle Blackshear (danielle.blackshear@dot.gov) 

 Office of Planning:
Jill Stark (jill.stark@dot.gov)
Cheng Yan (cheng.yan@dot.gov) 

 Office of Project Development and Environmental Review: 
Carolyn Nelson (carolyn.nelson@dot.gov)
Robert Washington (robert.washington@dot.gov) 

mailto:fleming.el-amin@dot.gov
mailto:danielle.blackshear@dot.gov
mailto:jill.stark@dot.gov
mailto:cheng.yan@dot.gov
mailto:carolyn.nelson@dot.gov
mailto:robert.washington@dot.gov
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