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PREFACE

Environmental degradation has been a major concern since past few decades, because
of economic growth and development across the world has caused major impacts on the
Earth’s ecosystems and natural resources to an extent that can limit the well-being of future
generations.

The ignorance of people about retaining the ecological balance, distancing from Indian
traditions which used to emphasize the need for conservation and sustainable use of resources
are also the reasons for degradation of environment. The continuing large scale urbanisation,
population explosion, industrialisation, commercialisation and agriculture has caused such
vast impacts on our environment that the very existence of man has come under a threat.
Sustainable development, under these circumstances has become the prime necessity of
today.

All the above factors are responsible for progressive decline in the quality and magnitude
of natural resources including clean air, water, healthy soil, forests, bio-diversity. This has
also caused other environmental problems such as desertification, hunger, malnutrition, acid
rain, ozone depletion, global warming etc.

In view of the above, efforts are being made at international and national levels towards
the right to healthy environment. These efforts have created awareness on environmental
issues in NGOs, environmentalists, intellectuals etc.

India has recently started realising the importance of the environment and of the
environmental education. Following the 2001 Supreme Court directive, the environmental
education has been or is being included in the curriculums right from school stage to the
College/University level.

This book covers the UGC syllabus for under-Graduate courses, and also the syllabii for
technical and other Universities for different disciplines, may it be in the name of environment
studies, environmental science, ecology, or natural resource management. This book is
written to bring about an awareness of a variety of environmental concerns and deals from
concepts through impacts, mitigation to management.

I hope this book will be useful for the students of all the streams as well as professionals
in the field. I would welcome suggestions which may be received from the readers, for
further improvement of this book.
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