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“I wish I had this when I was first starting off!  These are really 
good exercises! Nice, simple explanations. This is a wonderful 
tool for students trying to dip their feet into the jazz idiom. Very 
unique in that it gets rid of the excess blubber that usually 
plagues other jazz guitar books. This is a jazz essentialist book!”
 - Nate Burns, NYC based touring guitarist. 

“I especially like the practical advice about simplifying in 
complicated or difficult song sections.  Getting permission to 
‘cheat’ and knowing it will work fine is a big deal ….the book 
becomes very useful as a practical framework of the fretboard in 
the end. I found the book entertaining, practical and look forward 
to the next!”

 - Jeff Bertino, Musician, Poway Folk Circle Founder, and 
gratefully retired computer engineer. 

“I think this is an excellent book, clearly a reflection of your 
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teacher, too. Great job!”
 - Jonathan Harnum,  Author of The Practice of Practice,  

Practice Like This, and Basic Music Theory (Sol Ut Press.)      

“I picked up so many practical and useful techniques from you. 
You truly are an amazing teacher. You put our lessons and your 
teaching style in book form. It's great!”

 - Kevin Schwartz, San Diego based touring guitarist. 
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practiced 10,000 kicks once, but I  
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Note to Instructors

What is the best way to teach this method?

I highly recommend that you first go through the book yourself.  

Each student will be different, as you already know. How much they can handle at 
a time is up to your observation and wisdom. 

That said, I feel it is crucial that the student be proficient at playing roots on 
string 6 and 5 before proceeding. This is the foundation of the system. It may be 
good practice to have the student play roots-only before every practice tune, until 
they have proven mastery of this skill. 

Other ideas:

Register at crashcourseinjazzguitar.com for access to material and play-alongs.

Demonstrate the “feel” of the swing downstrum. 

Play melodies over the tunes as they comp. Makes it more fun (for everyone) and 
more real. 

Make sure all quizzes are done and reviewed.

Make  sure  they  create  their  own  chord-reference  sheet.  It  greatly  assists  in 
memorizing the chords. That said, make sure they are memorizing the chords and 
don't let them use the chord-reference sheet all the time. It can become a crutch.

We are striving for command of 3—note chord vocabulary, ability to read charts, 
and a good strong time-feel. 

Thanks and let me know what you think. 

Much appreciated.

Jon Garner
Gman

crashcourseinjazzguitar@gmail.com
crashcourseinjazzguitar.com
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The Basics
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Chapter Two

Chords and Tunes

Part One
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Thanks for checking out the book.   This is just the beginning!

3-note Chords are the way!  They are the foundation of really solid jazz guitar playing. 

Learning jazz guitar doesn't have to be intimidating or too complex. It's supposed to be fun 
and extremely rewarding.  (Note Reading Not Required!)

Head on over to Amazon and order the book and you'll learn:

• All the major chords types used in jazz guitar.
• How to simplify chord progressions and make it easy. 
• How to read lead sheets. 
• How to read big band charts. 
• All notes on string 6 and 5 and how to find them easily. Including sharps and flats.
• The easy formula to learn all the notes on the guitar.
• Have access to a ll the playalongs and supplemental materials.
• Have developed good time and a good rhythmic pulse. (The Playalongs really, really 

help with this.)
• Be able to join a supportive community of jazz guitarists. 
• Formed a  solid foundation to build the rest of your jazz vocabulary upon. 

CRASH COURSE IN JAZZ RHYTHM GUITAR IS FOR:

• Students of any age or background.  (Note Reading Not Required.)
• Guitar Teachers that want to help their students pass the audition and get in the big 

band at school.
• Guitarists coming over from other styles.
• Singer-songwriters that want a really cool sound to add to their mix.
• Instrumentalists looking to accompany other players or singers. It’s the perfect mix 

of bass note and chord quality. Punchy, full, yet nimble.
• Swing jazzers, Gypsy jazzers, Western-swingers, post-modern jukebox lovers.
• Fans of Count Basie, Benny Goodman, Freddie Greene, Django Reinhardt, or Bob 

Wils.

Head Over to Amazon and Have Fun Getting Started Playing Rhythm Jazz Guitar 

http://a.co/dXUzEco
http://a.co/dXUzEco
http://a.co/dXUzEco
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