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Transitional aspects (aspects occurring at the end of a 

phase) 
Yod 
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Accelerated evolution 

 

Retrograde symbolizes that the specific areas within consciousness indicated by the house and sign position of the planet that is 

retrograde are being re-lived, or repeated, in order to be fully resolved. When the issues are resolved then the Soul can grow by 

leaps and bounds. The analogy that is used in the Pluto material is peeling away at the layers of an onion to arrive at its core. As 

such, those who resolve the necessary issues related to a planet that is retrograde will feel a deep sense of being released from 

those issues, coming into alignment with his or her natural individuality/identity in the context of “peeling away at the onion.” 

The retrograde archetype accelerates a Soul’s evolution no matter what evolutionary condition they have evolved to, even in 

the Consensus state, because the archetype of retrograde correlates to ‘individuation’ as Carl Jung used that word: to 

individuate from any external conditioning factor that attempts to define for an individual how any given phenomenon is 

‘meant’ to be defined and lived out. The retrograde archetype is meant to induce a natural rebellion from those external 

conditioning pressures wherever they come from. And the intent of the rebellion is to arrive at a place of individuation. As a 

result it accelerates the evolutionary pace of the Soul by way of the planets that are retrograde in their birth charts. (Deva) 

 

Individuation 

 

Retrogrades accelerate the Soul’s evolution because of the desire to question the consensus, status quo, expectation of how a 

planetary archetype is meant to actualize itself. Thus, the retrograde archetype is a naturally individualizing archetype. As a 

result, the retrograde archetype is a naturally questioning archetype that is desiring to recreate, or re-discover, itself in an 

individualizing way that reflects, ultimately, the individual nature of the Soul itself. Thus, the evolutionary need to recreate or re-

live dynamics from the past of the Soul that by their very nature trigger the individualizing aspect of the retrograde archetype. 

(Rad) 

 

In ALL Souls, not just those with retrogrades, individuation is necessary for evolution to continue. The process of evolution IS the 

progressive individuation of the Soul, until that Soul finally realizes in full who it truly is, not intellectually but 

experientially. Until then the individuation process is the progressive stripping away of all conditioned senses of “me” that have 

accumulated over many lifetimes, until finally all that’s left is the experience of the true “me.” That process takes many lives. 

The difference in a chart with retrogrades is the individuation process is heightened, emphasized – because there has been 

resistance to that process in the past. So the Soul through retrograde has set up conditions that will force it to emphasize its 

own individuation, as a way of overcoming its own conditioned resistance to that process. Other symbols emphasizing the 

individuation process include a lot of 11
th

 house or Aquarius, Uranus aspecting many planets, etc. (Steve) 

 

Retrograde is an archetype within itself. In other words, when any planet is retrograde it reflects a specific evolutionary/karmic 

dynamic within the Soul that conditions how that planetary function will be expressed/acted out. In the Pluto material it states 

that retrograde symbolizes that the specific areas within consciousness indicated by the house and sign position of the planet 

that is retrograde are being re-lived, or repeated, in order to be fully resolved. There is an individuated impulse reflected by the 

retrograde position. The planetary function must be given an individualized application and meaning independent of 

cultural/mainstream society. In other words, if I have Venus retrograde I must define FOR MYSELF the meaning and values that I 

have for any relationship. In fact, those who have Venus retrograde typically cannot relate to the traditional/mainstream types 

of relationships and tend to withdraw within themselves (Taurus co-rulership of Venus) in order to accomplish the individuation 

process that must occur from an evolutionary standpoint. They are defined through the Taurus side of Venus, not the Libra side 

(this is from Pluto Vol. 2). The point within this is that certain key situations must be re-lived, or re-experienced before they can 

be resolved. Most commonly the individuation process indicated by the retrograde planet has not been fully accomplished, and 

that is why the Soul will set up a life circumstance of re-living certain experiences. Those with Venus retrograde will attract key 

people with whom there is “unfinished business,” for example, until the person resolves the necessary dynamics reflected by 

the house and sign of Venus retrograde. (Deva) 

 

The intent of the retrograde as an archetype is to re-live, redo, repeat. And the intention within that, the reason for that, is to 

INDIVIDUATE. Any retrograde planet either by birth, or going retrograde in the context of a lifetime, is not only to repeat, re-live, 

and redo, which can have many reasons, but one of the core reasons is to individuate. It accelerates the evolutionary process of 

individuation. Thus the Soul desires to withdraw from ANY external circumstance or condition that is attempting to define, 

through expectations, how the archetype of the planet that is retrograde, at birth, progression, or transit, how that archetype 

(planet) is ‘meant’ to be actualized or lived out. And that is because the Soul is desiring to individuate its function which, in turn, 

allows for an acceleration of the Soul’s development because of the effort to individuate. In its own way it ignites a deep feeling 

in the Soul that says, ‘not this, not that, so what is it?’ (Rad) 
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Resistance 

 

Retrograde is a need to review/redo/renew because things need to change to allow evolution to proceed. Pluto symbolizes our 

Soul. Our Soul is the root principle/reason/cause/core of why we are all here in the first place. Pluto equates with 

resistance. This means, at our core every one of us has an inherent resistance. Anything that is at a core permeates through 

everything that manifests out of that core. The whole process is learning to accept that inherent resistance and not be 

completely limited and defined by it. (Steve) 

 

The resistance to the forward movement will also still be present, thus there can be a real struggle within the Soul between its 

desire to evolve and its tendency to resist the evolutionary intentions. This can result in the feeling of painting self into a corner 

where there is no way out other than to do what is intended. The more retrograde planets in the chart, the more resistance has 

occurred in the past. Seven retrograde planets at times would not be a lot of fun as the two opposing forces to evolve and 

resistance to evolving would have quite a tug of war at times. The intention is to bust the pattern of resistance open once and 

for all, to release the log jam. If the person finally “gets it” and starts cooperating with the evolutionary intentions, as a result of 

this pressure/intensity, the progress can be rapid. If they continue with resistance as the primary response, the life may not be a 

lot of fun. The retrograde function adds a Uranian flavor to the planetary function – it is going to do what it does in its own 

unique way and not be so concerned with what others think about it. (Steve) 

 

Dissatisfaction 

 

The retrograde function is non-static, never rests, is in a perpetual, cyclical state of growing, is always dissatisfied. (JWG) 

 

Dissatisfaction is a Plutonian experience, that facilitates evolutionary need. Retrograde emphasizes the sense of dissatisfaction, 

which then facilitates the evolutionary needs. When a person says, “There is something else possible.” No matter what the 

evolutionary level is. If dissatisfaction is a Plutonian experience, and the retrograde function is always dissatisfied, doesn’t that 

make the retrograde function inherently Plutonian? And Pluto does correlate with resistance. The more retrograde planets, the 

more resistance. That is why it is generally difficult for a retrograde personality (defined by Jeffrey as someone with four or 

more retrograde planets) to make the necessary changes, while at the same time there is a deep knowing of the NECESSITY of 

making those changes. The Soul has intentionally painted itself into a corner. (Steve) 

 

Retrograde-type personality 

 

Jeffrey’s teaching was that those with four or more retrograde planets are a retrograde-type personality. Retrograde is the 

archetype of redo-review-renew. Normally the energies of a planet are focused outward. When retrograde, they are focused 

inward, back at the person, the gaze being inward. This creates an introspective nature (not necessarily introverted, but 

introspective). Pluto correlates with resistance. When there are four or more retrograde planets, this demonstrates there has 

been a lot of resistance within that Soul in the past towards fulfilling the evolutionary intentions. The Soul sometimes then 

comes in with a chart with a number of retrograde planets, as these force or accelerate the evolutionary intentions – the 

circumstances will appear in the life that will force that Soul forward. The resistance to the forward movement will also still be 

present, thus there can be a real struggle within the Soul between its desire to evolve and its tendency to resist the evolutionary 

intentions. This can result in the feeling of painting self into a corner where there is no way out other than to do what is 

intended. The more retrograde planets in the chart, the more resistance has occurred in the past. Seven retrograde planets at 

times would not be a lot of fun as the two opposing forces to evolve and resistance to evolving would have quite a tug of war at 

times. The intention is to bust the pattern of resistance open once and for all, to release the log jam. If the person finally “gets 

it” and starts cooperating with the evolutionary intentions, as a result of this pressure/intensity, the progress can be rapid. If 

they continue with resistance as the primary response, the life may not be a lot of fun. The retrograde function adds a Uranian 

flavor to the planetary function – it is going to do what it does in its own unique way and not be so concerned with what others 

think about it. (Steve) 

 

Retrograde archetype, and evolutionary state   

 

The retrograde archetype operates at all levels of evolution for all Souls. The individualizing aspect of it means that it operates in 

a Uranus-like way in that it progressively rejects or rebels against the external conditioning of how a given archetype, eg Venus, 

is expected to be actualized or lived. The rejection or rebellion is about uncovering, progressively, what the actual truth is about 

the inherent individuality of any given Soul relative to all the various archetypes that in total equals the consciousness of the 

Soul in human form. The rejection or rebellion of the retrograde archetype thus accelerates the natural evolutionary progression 

of the Soul because it withdraws from the external expectations equaling conditioning of the planet, archetype, that is 

retrograde. This individualizing aspect of the retrograde archetype applies to all levels of evolution. (Rad) 
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Retrograde archetype, and Consensus state 

 

The retrograde archetype accelerates a Soul’s evolution no matter what evolutionary condition they have evolved to, even in 

the Consensus state, because the archetype of retrograde correlates to ‘individuation’ as Carl Jung used that word: to 

individuate from any external conditioning factor that attempts to define for an individual how any given phenomena is ‘meant’ 

to be defined and lived out. The retrograde archetype is meant to induce a natural rebellion from those external conditioning 

pressures wherever they come from. And the intent of the rebellion is to arrive at a place of individuation. As a result it 

accelerates the evolutionary pace of the Soul by way of the planets that are retrograde in their birth charts. (Rad) 

 

Retrograde archetype, and Spiritual state 

 

In the Spiritual state, it means for each Soul to discover its own individual way of reuniting with its source: God/ess. (Rad) 

 

Integrating the totality of a retrograde planet 

 

To understand the totality of a retrograde planet or planets in terms of not only the individuation process that accelerates the 

Soul’s evolution, but also in terms of that which is being re-lived for karmic and evolutionary reasons, which are themselves 

DETERMINED relative to the underlying primary evolutionary/karmic axis, one first focuses on the actual nature of the planet(s) 

that are retrograde, the sign and house location of that natal planet that is retrograde, the location by sign/house that that 

planet naturally rules (ie Venus naturally rules Libra and Taurus), aspects to that planet that is retrograde because those 

archetypal dynamics of other planets that are aspecting the retrograde planet all contribute to the total context of that which is 

being re-lived and individuated, and, lastly, the location by house and sign of the planetary nodes of the planet(s) that are 

retrograde. Understanding and integrating the totality of this will then lead the EA astrologer to a comprehensive understanding 

of the retrograde planet(s) for any Soul’s individual context that is always established by understanding the main 

evolutionary/karmic foundation of each birth chart as symbolized by the EA paradigm of Pluto, its polarity point, the location of 

the North and South Nodes of the Moon, and the location of their planetary rulers. (Rad) 

 

Phasal relationship between retrograde planets  

 

[Example: Mars direct at 1 deg Aries, Mercury direct at 3 deg Aries] These planets are in a new phase and are experiencing the 

dynamics of retrograde in the context of this new phase. When Mercury retrogrades to an earlier degree than Mars, they will 

return to balsamic phase status – but from the point of view of having gone back to re-explore it (retrogradation in the context 

of the phase that they are in). (Ari)    

 

It could, for some reasons, be experienced somehow similar to a balsamic conjunction. While the new phase conjunction 

produces instinctual, unchecked action without egocentric awareness, the retrogradation of Mars will require the individual to 

listen to himself, his Soul or God, before taking action. This implies that action is required to operate not merely in an instinctual 

way. Mercury retrograde will require the Soul to discriminate about the type of information it collects from the environment in 

order to select information which serves its evolutionary intentions; otherwise, the Soul will be – as most likely has been in the 

past – mentally overwhelmed by indiscriminate information intake, and will experience confusion, leading to not knowing what 

to think, not knowing what to do. Thus, each planet in this new phase is requiring a deeper evolutionary response, which in turn 

is necessary because of what the prior response to each archetype has been – thus, a higher likelihood exists that the Soul may 

experience confusion in relation to these archetypes in the new cycle beginning – and also, they could serve as vehicles to grasp 

from within something deeper or more universal. (Gonzalo) 

 

Mars retrograde 

 

Mars retrograde creates an internalization of the Mars function in general (ie slows down the process of initiation of actions in 

general). This is because, prior to the life, the Soul had acted upon many desires that were not relevant to his or her 

evolutionary intentions for the life, and may have had negative consequences, and so in this life the intent is for the individual to 

fully “think through” the desires that he or she acts upon in order to create an alignment with the current evolutionary 

intentions for this life. Mars retrograde creates an awareness of the nature of the Soul’s desire nature in this way. (Deva)   

 

Mercury retrograde 

 

Mercury retrograde actually points to the Jupiter function (right brain leading the left brain). (Deva)   

 

Mercury, when going retrograde, for a period of time in the Soul’s life, GENERALLY means focusing on information that the Soul 

is interested in, and no more. (Rad) 
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Any planet retrograde inverts its normal function from outward to inward. The eyes turn inward. That is the intention. Natal 

Mercury retrograde is, lifelong, purging the buildup within the Soul of excessive information that is holding back the Soul’s 

progress going forward. Jeffrey described it as they are only interested in that which has relevance to their intended life 

path. Thus they can have difficulty in school where rote memorization of unnecessary information is required. What would be 

true is natal Mercury retrograde people are more at home with the archetypes of Mercury retrograde [transit], since much of it 

is what their inner experience is like most of the time. A difference is when Mercury is direct they are somewhat alone in their 

orientation as it is a minority of people. When it’s retrograde everyone is feeling it. Many non-retrograde people have not 

learned to traverse that retrograde terrain and may be having a difficult experience during that period. It’s not so much the natal 

retrograde person has an easy time of it as they have more practice working with it. You also have to take into account 

everything in someone’s chart. Some people’s natal charts will show harmonious resonance with that natal Mercury retrograde 

while others will be in varying states of rebellion or disharmony. Also have to take into account aspects the transiting Mercury 

retrograde makes to the natal chart. If it’s trining a lot of planets, for example, it could make for a smoother passage. That 

wouldn’t be so with every Mercury retrograde. (Steve) 

 

Venus retrograde 

 

When the planet Venus is retrograde in the sky, you may be able to feel the nature of this archetype intimately, especially the 

inner side of Venus as it works to help you reconnect with yourself and through extension Spirit. It is a time where your Soul is 

getting in touch with what holds the most meaning and value. A time to reflect about whether you are getting your essential 

needs (inner side of Venus) met and a time when your Soul is in the process of making changes to support those values. (Kristin)   

 

If I have Venus retrograde I must define FOR MYSELF the meaning and values that I have for any relationship. In fact, those who 

have Venus retrograde typically cannot relate to the traditional/mainstream types of relationships and tend to withdraw within 

themselves (Taurus co-rulership of Venus) in order to accomplish the individuation process that must occur from an 

evolutionary standpoint. They are defined through the Taurus side of Venus, not the Libra side (this is from Pluto Vol. 2). The 

point within this is that certain key situations must be re-lived, or re-experienced before they can be resolved. Most commonly 

the individuation process indicated by the retrograde planet has not been fully accomplished, and that is why the Soul will set up 

a life circumstance of re-living certain experiences. Those with Venus retrograde will attract key people with whom there is 

“unfinished business,” for example, until the person resolves the necessary dynamics reflected by the house and sign of Venus 

retrograde. (Deva) 

 

Venus retrograde, example 

 

[Example: Venus retrograde into Pisces, Direct into Aries] Venus is the lower octave of Neptune and Neptune is the ruler of 

Pisces, so as Venus slows down and slowly stations at the last degree of Pisces, many Souls are searching beyond what holds 

earthly meaning and to what holds ULTIMATE meaning, which can only really be found within: God/Goddess (Pisces/Neptune). 

This can also be a time when relationships (outer side of Venus) that are not matching what we need are ending, a time of 

culmination (Venus in Pisces), and also a time for healing the past, old wounds in relationships that have injured our inner 

relationship with ourselves, things being cleared. So when Venus moves direct and back into Aries, we can be stronger in our self 

and more clear about our desires and needs (Venus in Aries) and as a result how to move forward with others. As our inner 

relationship with our self changes, our vibration also shifts and this will then alter the nature of whom and what we attract. 

(Kristin) 

 

Saturn retrograde 

 

When Saturn is retrograde the Soul will naturally rebel from anyone or anything telling it how to be, or what to do, or what to 

think, of what ‘reality’ is actually about as defined and assumed to be real by the consensus of the society that it is born into. It 

will rebel even from the parental authority if that authority is imposed for no other reason than to impose it. Saturn retrograde 

needs to determine its own reality, its own authority, and integrate itself into society in its own way that honors what it feels to 

be its inherent individuality. With Saturn retrograde and correlating to the structural nature of consciousness this then means 

that every other archetype, planet, within that consciousness is also being defined via this overall retrograde archetype even if 

other planets themselves are not retrograde. With Saturn retrograde it’s like pointing an arrow towards Uranus. (Rad) 

 

Neptune retrograde 

 

When Neptune is retrograde it points to Pluto itself: our Soul. When Neptune is retrograde there is an accelerated evolutionary 

desire, need, to throw off all things that are of a delusive nature: that which is not actually ‘real’ yet what we have considered 

real before the delusion or illusion was finally understood. Thus, it emphasizes the process of disillusionment leading to that 
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which is actually real from an ultimate point of view. Relative to uniting our consciousness, Soul, with that which has created us 

in the first place, the Neptune retrograde will necessarily do so in its own way. When Neptune is retrograde it does point to 

Pluto in that this symbolizes a Soul who intends to pierce the bubble of its own illusions, delusions, and all that has been given 

false meaning, an ultimate meaning in many ways, that has confused the Soul as to what the Ultimate Reality is really about: 

God/ess. (Rad) 

 

Pluto retrograde, and evolutionary state 

 

Pluto retrograde can occur at any evolutionary stage/condition, however it is only an intention to liberate and de-condition. In 

other words, we all have a choice to cooperate with or resist the evolutionary intentions for our lives. Those in the Consensus 

state will typically suppress/repress and, thus, resist the evolutionary intentions symbolized by Pluto retrograde through the act 

of emotionally withdrawing into him or herself but outwardly “going through the motions” so to speak because of the 

underlying need for conformity and social acceptance. For those in the consensus it does create a higher degree of evolutionary 

pressure to move towards the Individuated state than those who have Pluto direct. (Deva) 

 

Pluto retrograde 10
th

 house, example 

 

“Resisting being pigeonholed” illustrates the 10
th

 house Pluto retrograde. The need to do it YOUR way (and necessarily so as 

Jeffrey used to say), and thus not fitting the ‘mold,’ so to speak, as defined BY society (10
th

 house), and so being “blocked from 

playing a meaningful role in my society and culture,” etc. The intent, of course, is in the PPP (Pluto polarity point) in the 4
th

 

house: to develop INNER security; to be independent FROM society; to draw strength and courage from within; to trust oneSELF, 

etc. There are also times, especially within the context of the society that we HAVE to follow the stupid ‘rules’ in ORDER to get to 

the position where one can DO what one wants within that society, but then doing it in ONE’S OWN WAY. It is important for the 

EA astrologer to know the specific evolutionary condition of each Soul. Anytime a Soul evolves beyond the consensus the 

orientation to the 10
th

 house Pluto is totally different than a consensus defined Soul. (Rad) 

 

Transiting Pluto, retrograde and direct 

 

Pluto retrograde symbolizes that the Soul is “throwing off” or liberating from the mainstream or consensus conditioning 

patterns in general (not buying into the mainstream way of doing things). Thus, Pluto retrograde serves to instigate personal, 

and collective, evolution. Pluto direct symbolizes that the Soul is not necessarily at an evolutionary juncture where the intense 

need to liberate in the ways described above is felt as in Pluto retrograde. However, we must keep in mind the four natural 

evolutionary conditions of the Soul as well. In transit, in a general sense, when Pluto goes retrograde it is a time to review the 

current life lessons we have been seeking to learn. When Pluto is direct we will be facing those lessons head on or “directly” in 

order to effect personal growth. (Deva) 

 

Retrograde planet square the Nodes 

 

The way we (EA astrologers) were taught is, regardless of the variations, the method of determining the Resolution Node is 

identical in all cases. The Nodes are retrograde 90% of the time, and that is the reason why. Their mean motion is always 

retrograde. And the mean motion of all planets is direct. Many people have had difficulty calculating which Node was the last to 

conjunct a planet, because of the nodal retrograde motion. Because of this a simpler method was developed for determining 

this. Looking at the chart, visualize yourself standing on the skipped step planet, on the outer periphery of the chart. The Node 

to the left of the planet is always the Resolution Node. This makes it all quite simple. (Steve) 

 

It makes no difference according to EA [if a planet that squares the Nodes is retrograde]. The retrograde symbol can imply the 

need to re-live. Further, the skipped steps themselves imply the need to repeat, in order to resolve. (Gonzalo) 

 

Retrograde planet conjunct North Node 

 

With a planet on the North Node the Soul has an inner sense of moving towards something that has already been underway, 

whereas the South Node creates much more of a sense of being ‘stuck’ in something from the past that the Soul wants to move 

away from, but can’t. With a planet retrograde on the North Node the Soul will continue to recreate circumstances, inner and 

outer, in which the operative principle will be one of individuation which, of itself, accelerates the evolution of the Soul. Thus 

recreating dynamics and circumstances that need to be repeated in order to move towards the Soul’s evolutionary future in an 

increasingly individuated way that the Soul IS MOVING TOWARDS: what appears from the front window when driving versus 

what appears in the rear view mirror. (Rad) 
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Oblique retrograde (retrograde planet aspecting non-retrograde planet) 

 

JWG taught the retrograde planet aspecting a non-retrograde planet correlates to an ‘oblique’ retrograde. So it’s not like the 

non-retrograde planet is actually, directly, retrograde. It’s an ‘indirect’ retrograde in that the retrograde planet itself that is 

impacting on the non-retrograde planet in this way causes that non-retrograde planet to obliquely act retrograde but only with 

respect to the actual planet that is retrograde and aspecting that non-retrograde planet. (Rad) 

 

Retrograde archetype, and progressions 

 

Retrograde is always the R words – redo, renew, review. A person could be born before Mars turns retrograde and it would be 

direct in natal and go retrograde by progression during their life. Or they could be born with Mars retrograde and Mars goes 

direct by progression during their life. Or they could be born with Mars retrograde by progression for the entire life. These are 

going to be distinct conditions for that Soul. Some of it undoubtedly relates to where that Soul was prior to the present 

life. (Steve)   

 

Stationary planet or node 

 

A stationing anything, planet or node, is a magnifying force.  (Rad) 

 

 

 
 

 

 


