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Introduction
Candidates are now very familiar with the demands of the paper and there were few 
difficulties with the question set this year (with the possible exception of Question 1(c), see 
below). Candidates were generally well-prepared and gave full answers to all questions.

To enable centres to continue to work on improving performance, it may prove beneficial 
to consider the demands of Question 2 and the revised Question 3 before looking at 
performance in the individual questions.

Both alternatives in Question 2 this year were on change. Candidates must, therefore, take 
care to ensure that they do not just write on what happened, but explain how the position 
was different from what had gone before. This may involve change within the given period 
(as in the question on the Churches) or change from what had gone before (as in culture 
and the arts). Where a question requires a discussion of want went before, candidates need 
not write in detail, but it is necessary to establish that the Weimar governments had a liberal 
and open attitude to the arts, which contracted with the Nazi approach.

There was an amendment to Question 3 this year which resulted in only two stimuli, 
instead of the usual three. Examiners were instructed to limit reward within a level where 
candidates did not use additional knowledge (as per Ofqual’s ruling). Whilst most candidates 
have looked to do this in the past, centres should note that it is now a requirement and 
Level 4 cannot be accessed without three explanations being given. As only two stimuli are 
provided, by definition, the use of a third explanation using additional knowledge is required.
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Question 1 (a)

As in previous years, some candidates extracted or paraphrased information in the source 
in the mistaken belief that they were providing information. Examiners were unable to 
accept that candidates who stated that the Nazi Party was banned or became well-known 
were making an inference and these answers were marked at Level 1. The vast majority of 
candidates, however, suggested that the source told us that the Nazi Party grew significantly 
(or indeed did not really make significant progress) and were rewarded at Level 3 where 
they provided support from the source.
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This response goes straight to answering the question with no 
unnecessary introduction. Two inferences are given and supported.

The first inference that the Nazi Party became more popular as it was 
nationally known is dubious; the second that it was still not the most 
popular as it had only 12 seats is undeniable.

Level 3 was awarded.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should make the inference in the first line 
of the response and then ensure the support comes 
from the source, not general knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)

Although there was some confusion between the Ruhr and the Rhineland, candidates 
generally scored well on this question. Answers generally concentrated on the reasons for 
the French invasion, the opposition of the French workers and the economic impact of the 
government’s decision to print more banknotes. It was not uncommon to see full marks 
awarded where good factual detail was provided. It was surprising, however, to see that 
some candidates believed the invasion came after hyperinflation, rather than contributing to 
it.

The section shown from a candidate's answer is a very good example of 
how to write about one feature of the invasion.

A second paragraph followed on the impact of the invasion on the 
German economy and full marks were awarded. 

Examiner Comments

This question is about selecting and deploying factual information. So 
candidates need to make sure they support their comments with precise 
detail.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)

Although ‘Stresemann’s successes abroad’ is a topic detailed in the specification, a 
significant minority of candidates confused Stresemann’s foreign policy with his economic 
policy and so did not receive any reward on this question. Economic policy could have 
been made relevant through a discussion on how foreign policy created an environment 
where the USA felt able to offer economic support, but on its own it was not rewardable. 
Where candidates knew about foreign policy, there were good explanations of the effects 
on international relations of Locarno and Kellogg-Briand and Germany joining the League of 
Nations.

This is a very good example of a low 
Level 3 response. The candidate knows 
the details of Stresemann's foreign policy 
well, and the suggestion that it resulted 
in 'reduced tension' takes the answer into 
Level 3. However, further explanation of 
the wider impact of Stresemann's work on 
European relations was needed to score 
higher marks.

Examiner Comments

To score the highest marks in a question 
asking about effects, candidates need 
to consider a more overall impact. For 
example, did Stresemann's foreign policy 
have a beneficial effect on Germany's 
economy?

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)

This question provided few difficulties for candidates. There was very good knowledge of 
Hitler’s policies and the thinking behind them.  However, candidates sometimes failed to 
take the answers beyond the assertion that ‘Hitler wanted young people to support him’, 
or ‘He wanted to make boys ready to become soldiers and girls ready to be mothers’ and 
consequently did not reach the highest level. To achieve a mark at Level 3, it was necessary 
to explain not that Hitler wanted soldiers and mothers, but that he was using education and 
youth movements to instil a belief in Nazi ideology that would remain with German children 
throughout their lives. Those answers which explained how policies towards the young were 
designed to win support for a nationalistic, militaristic, totalitarian regime (and showed how) 
scored top marks.

The section of this answer shown is clearly a Level 
2 response, giving details of how Hitler wanted to 
shape boys and girls for different roles in society. It 
does not, however, explain how that would benefit 
the Nazi Party and so does not reach Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to remember to make sure that their explanation 
clearly links the explained reason to the outcome. In this case it 
is not enough to just give details of the unpopular elements of the 
treaty. Candidates need to explain why Hitler wanted to encourage the 
German youth to support Nazi ideology. Why was that of benefit to 
him?

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

There was some confusion about what was meant by culture and the arts. Examiners 
allowed a wide interpretation of the term, but could not reward discussion of the use of the 
Gestapo or the control of the Churches. Most candidates wrote on Hitler’s control of music 
and Art and his dislike for ‘decadent’ theatre, jazz music and modern art. Others talked of a 
culture that encourage marriage, large families and women dressed in a ‘traditional manner’. 
Such answers scored well in Level 2. Where answers were rewarded at Level 3, it was the 
result of an explanation of things changed under Hitler. This did not mean explaining what 
the Nazis did, but how their repressive approach was different from the freedom of the 
golden age of Weimar.
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This answer explains what Hitler wanted, but does 
not explain how this was a change from the previous 
position.

Examiner Comments

This question is about change. Candidates should, 
therefore make sure they do more than just explain 
what happened. To score highest marks they must 
show how those events made a difference. How was 
Nazi policy towards culture and the arts different 
from what existed previously?

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates showed good knowledge about the Nazi policies towards the Catholic and 
Protestant Churches. Although much of what Nazism stood for was in conflict with Christian 
beliefs, Hitler realised that the depth of religious conviction made it unwise to be in direct 
conflict with the Churches. So the Concordat was signed with the Catholic Church and Nazi 
loyalists in Protestant groups formed the Reich Church.  More successful answers explained, 
this approach was replaced by a much tougher line as Catholic priests were persecuted and 
Pastor Niemoller and other Protestants were arrested and sent to concentration camps.

This final paragraph of a candidate's answer 
summarises what was explained in earlier 
paragraphs. Although it relates only to the Protestant 
Church, it does show the change to Nazi control and, 
therefore, reaches Level 3.

Examiner Comments

This question is about change. Candidates should, therefore 
make sure they do more than just explain what happened. To 
score highest marks they must show how those events made 
a difference. How was the position of the Church under Hitler 
different from that of 1933?

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

The new challenges presented on Question 3 have been discussed earlier. On this particular 
question the additional knowledge required was that of the Kapp Putsch. Candidates showed 
very detailed knowledge of the Munich Putsch and, to a lesser extend the Kapp Putsch, but 
were less secure when discussing the Spartacist uprising.  Information on what happened 
was readily provided, but many candidates did not go on to explain why the uprising 
being discussed posed a threat (or did not pose a threat) to the Weimar Republic. Where 
candidates attempted this, the response was sometimes merely an assertion ‘So this posed 
a real threat to the government’ without an explanation of why.

Those candidates who did explain the degree of threat, perhaps by the extent or duration 
of the uprising, or the difficulty of overcoming scored in Level 3. Where there was a direct 
comparison between the threats posed, Level 4 was achieved.

Question 3 (b)

This question perhaps offered more ‘own knowledge’ alternatives and many candidates 
wrote about propaganda, fear of Communism and anti-Semitism. There was some 
impressive knowledge of the political intrigue at the beginning of 1933, but also some 
unfortunate discussion of the Reichstag Fire, the Enabling Act and measures introduced by 
the Nazis after January 1933. Candidates must take careful note of the dates mentioned in 
questions to avoid providing information outside the given period.

Detail of the impact of the Great Depression and the work of the Sturmabteilung was good 
and many candidates were able to explain how they helped Hitler gain power. As mentioned 
in the report introduction, candidates were less secure when it came to prioritisation.
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The extracts from the answer shown serve to show a candidate clearly explaining a cause and 
addressing prioritisation. The first extract does not simply describe the Great Depression and assert 
that it led to support for the Nazis. It clearly explains why that support was forthcoming.  Two other 
explanations of the same quality follow. At that point the answer reaches top of Level 3.

As three explanations have been given (one of which is not based on the stimuli) reward can be 
given if the candidate addresses priority in an appropriate manner. This is clearly done in the second 
paragraph where the link between all three reasons given is explained and supported in a manner 
which takes the answer to the top of Level 4.

Examiner Comments

There are no rewards for saying ‘this was the most important reason...this was the second most 
important reason ...’ unless the candidate can prove it. To gain reward in Level 4, candidates must 
explain at least three reasons and then compare them to prove relative importance. Prioritisation 
cannot be achieved by explaining the importance of a single factor.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Make sure you are aware of the different skills tested in each question (e.g. Question 
1(c) is always about effects).

• When addressing the issue of change in Question 2 make sure you show the position 
'before' in order to show how what you are explaining is a change.

• Always take note of the dates given in a question (e.g. Question 1(d)). They are there to 
help you manage your time by limiting the material you have to address.

• Remember that the top levels are for explanation. That involves using factual knowledge 
to make your points, not just asserting that something is the case.

• In Question 3, you cannot reach the top of Level 2, or Level 3 (and cannot reach Level 4 
at all) without bringing a factor additional to those in the stimuli into your answer.

• In Question 3 prioritisation involves direct comparison between at least two factors. It 
is not sufficient to explain why one factor was the most important without reference to 
other factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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