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Introduction 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE Geography 
(0460), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. 
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers for Paper 2: 
Geographical Skills. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and 
weaknesses of the answers.  
 
For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted: 
 

 

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their marks. 
 
This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help 
teachers assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme. 
Some question types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple 
choice, have therefore been omitted. 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 
response 

Examiner 
comment 
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Assessment at a glance 
 
All candidates take three components. All candidates take Paper 1 and Paper 2, and either Component 3 or 
Paper 4. 
 
All candidates take: and: 

Paper 1   1 hour 45 minutes 
Geographical Themes  45% 
75 marks, weighted to 100 marks 
Candidates answer three questions, each worth 25 
marks. Candidates must answer one question from 
each section. 
Externally assessed 

Paper 2   1 hour 30 minutes 
Geographical Skills  27.5% 
60 marks 
Candidates answer all the questions 
Externally assessed 

All candidates take either: or: 

Component 3   
Coursework    27.5% 
60 marks 
Teachers set one Centre-based assignment of up 
to 200 words 
Centre-based assessment* 

Paper 4   1 hour 30 minutes 
Alternative to Coursework 27.5% 
60 marks 
Candidates answer two compulsory questions, 
completing a series of written tasks 
Externally assessed 

 
*Centre-based assessments require the written approval of Cambridge. This will only be given to teachers 
who satisfy Cambridge requirements concerning moderation. Cambridge offers schools in-service training 
courses which are held in Cambridge and elsewhere.  
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Paper 2: Geographical Skills 
 
Question 1 
 
Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
Examiner comment – high  
 
In parts (a) and (b), the candidate demonstrates a high level of proficiency in identifying features on the map 
and using the key to identify them. The only incorrect answer is in part (b)(i) where the candidate refers to a 
ridge rather than gentle slopes. In part (c), the grid reference, compass direction and bearing are all correct. 
In part (d), the candidate scores one mark out of three, not recognising that the gentle slopes are cultivated 
and that the seasonal marsh is next to rivers. In part (e), the candidate scores two marks out of the four 
available for describing the drainage. These are for identifying tributaries and the flow towards the north. 
There is a slight possibility that the candidate may think that the tributaries leave the rivers rather than join 
them but the candidate has been given the benefit of the doubt and the mark has been awarded. 
 
Mark awarded = 15 out of 20
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 

 
 
Examiner comment – middle  
 
Like the high level candidate, this candidate is good at finding features and identifying them and scores full 
marks on parts (a) and (b). However, fewer marks are scored on the more demanding later sections. In part 
(c), the bearing is correct but the grid reference and compass direction are not. In part (d), the seasonal 
marsh is correctly identified as being next to rivers. The answer to part (e) is irrelevant as the candidate 
refers to cultivation and vegetation but not to drainage. 
 
Mark awarded = 12 out of 20 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 
Examiner comment – low  
 
The candidate does not always use the map key correctly and makes simple errors as in parts (a)(i) and 
(ii). In part (c), the correct compass bearing is given but not the compass direction and grid reference. The 
description of drainage in part (e) is almost completely irrelevant. The reference to pipelines is confused as 
there are none within the area shown on Fig. 2. 
 
Mark awarded = 9 out of 20
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Question 2 
 
Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 
 
Examiner comment – high  
 
The candidate is aware of the difference between primary, secondary and tertiary industries but loses a 
mark because “manufacturing” alone was not considered sufficient for an example of secondary industry. In 
part (b), the graph is plotted accurately. In part (c), the candidate understands how to answer the question 
based on the unfamiliar diagram. The plotting of Australia is accurate but that of Malaysia is outside the 
tolerance used by examiners. 
 
Mark awarded = 6 out of 8
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
 

 
 
 
Examiner comment – middle  
 
In part (a), the examples of primary and tertiary industry are correct but not the example of secondary 
industry. The candidate has plotted one line on the divided bar graph correctly and used the correct key but 
the second line (on the right) is incorrect. In part (c) the plotting of Australia is correct but the plotting of 
Malaysia is outside the tolerance. 
 
Mark awarded = 5 out of 8
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Example candidate response – low  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2: Geographical Skills

24    Cambridge IGCSE® Geography 0460



 
Example candidate response – low, continued  

 
 
Examiner comment – low  
 
The candidate has been awarded a mark for part (a)(i), with the assumption that the answer is intended to 
mean the extraction of limestone. The answer to part (a)(ii) is ambiguous; it could mean production, or 
processing, or selling of coffee. Part (a)(iii) is answered correctly. Neither of the two lines plotted on the 
divided bar graph are correct but one mark has been awarded for use of the correct key. In part (c), the 
candidate has not been able to plot points accurately on the unfamiliar diagram. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 8
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Question 3 
 
Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 
Examiner comment – high  
 
In part (a), the candidate has noted the rapid increase in world population but has failed to score the second 
mark for recognising the initial slower increase. In part (b)(i), the candidate correctly notes that Japan 
had the largest percentage of over-60s in 2005 but it is Indonesia that will have the greatest increase. 
The candidate correctly notes that this will increase government expenditure on health care. Part (c) is 
completely correct: the graph is plotted accurately, the inverse relationship is identified and one other factor 
affecting population growth rate is correctly given as the birth rate. 
 
Mark awarded = 6 out of 8
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued

 
 
Examiner comment – middle  
 
The candidate attempts to give reasons for the changes shown by the graph but does not describe them, as 
required by the question. Japan and Indonesia are correctly identified in part (b) but the candidate fails to 
give a sufficiently precise problem that the changes will cause for governments. In part (c), the graph is 
plotted correctly, the inverse relationship is identified but “infancy” is not a sufficiently clear answer for part 
(c)(iii). 
 
Mark awarded = 4 out of 8
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 
Examiner comment – low  
 
In part (a), the candidate scores one mark for noting the population growth but the exponential nature of the 
growth is not mentioned. In part (b)(i), the candidate scores one mark for noting that Japan had the largest 
percentage of over-60s in 2005 but it is Indonesia that will have the greatest increase not China. In part (b) 
(ii), the answer “too many people” could refer to the population as a whole and not just the over-60s. In part 
(c), the scatter graph has not been plotted correctly and the candidate does not appear to understand the 
meaning of the term relationship as used in the question. A third mark has been scored for noting that the 
death rate is another factor affecting population growth. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 8
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Question 4 
 
Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 

 
 
Examiner comment – high  
 
 

The candidate has correctly located erosion and deposition on Fig. 8 but the flood plain is incorrectly shown 
within the river channel. The likely future position of the channel is incorrect as it should show the migration 
of the meander towards the right of the photograph. The answer to part (b) is completely correct. 
 
Mark awarded = 6 out of 8
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
 

 
 
Examiner comment – middle  
 
Only the position of the flood plain is correct in part (a)(i). In part (a)(ii), the future position of the channel has 
been given the benefit of the doubt and awarded a mark because it is to the right of the existing channel. 
Part (b) has been awarded three of the four marks available; the first response should have been boulders 
and not muddy. 
 
Mark awarded = 5 out of 8
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 

 
 
Examiner comment – low  
 
Only deposition has been labelled correctly on Fig. 8. The candidate has not attempted to label the future 
position of the channel. In part (b) the candidate has been awarded two marks for clear and faster. 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 8
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Question 5 
 
Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
 

 
Examiner comment – high  
 
Candidates found this a demanding question and the marks were lower than for other questions. In part (a), 
the candidate correctly selects Z for Fig. 9A and X for Fig. 9B, identifying two desert locations, and in the 
correct hemispheres. In part (b)(i), two marks have been awarded, one for noting the rainfall in May, and one 
for noting the drought in June and July. ‘June’ on the third line is probably a slip and the candidate really 
means January. No marks have been awarded for the references to increasing and decreasing temperatures 
and rainfall. In part (b)(ii), one mark has been awarded for distance from the sea as a cause of aridity. 
 
Mark awarded = 5 out of 8
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued  
 

 
 
Examiner comment – middle  
 
Mid-level candidates found this a demanding question. The answer to part (a) is incorrect. In part (b)(i), three 
marks have been awarded for hot in January and December, rainfall in January and December, and no rain in 
June, July and August. No valid reasons are given for low rainfall in part (b)(ii). 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 8
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 

 
 
Examiner comment – low  
 
One mark has been awarded in part (a) because the candidate has selected the two desert locations but 
placed them in the wrong hemispheres. In part (b)(i), a mark has been awarded on the first two lines for high 
temperatures in January. A mark has been awarded on lines five and six for rainfall in September to 
December. No valid reasons are given for low rainfall in part (b)(ii). 
 
Mark awarded = 3 out of 8
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Question 6 
 
Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 

 
Examiner comment – high  
 
 

Part (a) is completely correct. In part (b), the candidate gives valid reasons for the opinions of all the various 
people except the factory manager. (The new road will not make the costs greater.) 
 
Mark awarded = 7 out of 8
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
 

 

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2: Geographical Skills

52    Cambridge IGCSE® Geography 0460



Examiner comment – middle  
 
The candidate has measured the distance (10km) correctly but has been unable to convert this into the 
correct journey time. In part (b), correct reasons are given for the first four people’s views: the lorry driver 
will travel faster, the village will suffer from noise, the town will have less congestion and the shopkeeper 
will lose customers. In part (b)(v), the candidate has crossed out the answer but it does not contain any valid 
points. In part (b)(vi), pollution was not accepted as a valid reason and, if it were, the type of pollution should 
have been specified. 
 
Mark awarded = 5 out of 8
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Examiner comment – low  
 
The candidate has measured the distance (10km) correctly but has been unable to convert 
this into the correct journey time. The candidate notes that the lorry driver will take less 
time (part (b)(i)) and that the town resident will face less congestion (part (b)(iii)) but is 
unable to give valid reasons for the views of the other people. 
 

Mark awarded = 3 out of 8 
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