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Jeffrey L. Duerk 
Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and Provost 
University of Miami 
252 Memorial Drive 
Ashe Admin Bldg., Suite 240 
Coral Gables, FL 33124-4628 
E-mail: jduerk@miami.edu 

Hilarie Bass 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
University of Miami 
P.O. Box 248042 
Coral Gables, FL 33124 
E-mail: bassh@bassinstitute.org 

 

 
Dear President Frenk, Provost Duerk, and Ms. Bass: 

 
We are proud of Miami Law and of the work of Dean Anthony Varona. 

 
As alumni leaders and supporters of the University of Miami and our 
School of Law, we are surprised and saddened over the termination of 
Dean Varona. We are particularly concerned by the lack of process and 
the failure to consult with important stakeholders, including the faculty 
and alumni leaders. 

Having worked closely with Dean Varona, we are impressed with his 
passion, enthusiasm, and ability to connect with and advocate on behalf 
of the Law School, its students, and its alumni. His many successes as 
Dean should not go unacknowledged. Seven months into his tenure and 
faced with the onslaught of COVID-19, the Law School not only adjusted 
but thrived under his leadership as it tackled new pandemic challenges and 
the transition to online learning. In addition to his extraordinary work 
supporting student summer placement efforts, Dean Varona established a 
Student Emergency Fund to assist our students facing financial hardships 
during the pandemic. In total the Law School has raised over $8 million 
under Dean Varona’s leadership during the last 22 months. This figure is 
impressive for the Law School, especially so during these times. 
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We are convinced that the future of Miami Law is bright. The entering 1L class in the fall of 2020 
– Dean Varona’s first class of incoming Miami Law students – had the most competitive 
credentials of any entering Miami Law class during the past 30 years. Additionally, Miami Law 
has emerged as a center for thought leadership, attracting prominent speakers, faculty, symposia, 
and conferences. These successes have improved Miami Law’s reputation across the academic 
and legal landscape in South Florida, as well as nationally. 

The greater Miami Law alumni community rises and falls with the successes of our beloved Law 
School. On behalf of our alumni – your alumni – we ask to meet with you in the coming days to 
express our concerns and to address how this decision will impact our students and alumni moving 
forward. We will make ourselves available at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy A. Kolaya, BS ‘00, JD ‘08 
President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 

 

 
Julie Braman Kane, BS ‘90, JD ‘93 
President-Elect, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 

 

Daniel Newman, JD ‘91 
Vice President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association; 
Chair, Dean’s Circle 



Dr. Julio Frenk 
Jeffrey L. Duerk 
Hilarie Bass 
May 28, 2021 
Page 3 

 

 

In unity with our leadership: 
 

Tod Aronovitz, JD ‘74, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Eric N. Assouline, JD ‘96, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Leigh-Ann A. Buchanan, JD ‘09, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Christina Guzman Capasso, BSC ‘06, JD ‘09, Vice Chair, University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association, National Alumni Advisory Council—Young Alumni Committee 
Gary M. Carman, JD ‘74, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Stephanie L. Carman, JD ‘01, Vice President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Francis A. Citera, JD ‘83, Vice-Chair, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National 

Alumni Advisory Council 
Nicole J. Comparato, JD ‘17, Vice Chair of Activities, University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association, Young Alumni Committee 
Paige S. Comparato, JD ‘17, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Natasha Cortes, JD ‘90, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Jaret L. Davis, BA ‘96, JD ‘99, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association; 

Past President, Iron Arrow Honor Society; Board Member, University of Miami Law Review, 
Alumni Advisory Board; Board Member, University of Miami School of Law Moot Court, 
Alumni Advisory Board; Member, University of Miami School of Law Dean’s Advisory 
Council; Past Chair, University of Miami School of Law, Dean’s Circle 

Steven Davis, JD ‘82, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, Dean’s Circle Committee 
Dorian S. Denburg, JD ‘82, Member, University of Miami Law Alumni Association; Member, 

National Alumni Advisory Council 
Jeremy D. Evans, JD ‘13, Member, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National 

Alumni Advisory Council 
Jeffrey M. Fine, AB ‘64, JD ‘67, Chairman of The Alma Jennings Foundation, Inc., Member of 

Dean Varona’s Advisory Council; Member, Sol Ever Brighter Campaign Committee; Dean’s 
Circle 

Lauren Forenza, BA ‘10, JD ‘13, Chair, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, Young 
Alumni Committee 

Justin M. Ganderson, JD ‘05, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National Advisory 
Council 

Harlan M. Gladstein, BED ‘76, JD ‘86, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni 
Association, Young Alumni Committee 
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Elise K. Haverman, JD ‘17, Regional Committee Member, University of Miami Law Alumni 
Association, Young Alumni Committee 

Elizabeth B. Honkonen, JD ‘98, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Det H. Joks, JD ‘72, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Jason Kairalla, JD ‘02, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Benedict P. Kuehne, BA/BS ‘74, JD ‘77, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association; Past President, University of Miami Alumni Association; Former Trustee, 
University of Miami Board of Trustees 

Joseph P. Klock, Jr., JD ‘73, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Max A. Leinoff, JD ‘13, Chair-Elect, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, Young 

Alumni Committee 
Daniel R. Lever, JD ‘07, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Paul Levine, JD ‘73, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National Alumni Advisory 

Council 
Alvin F. Lindsay, JD ‘91, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association; Dean’s 

Circle Committee 
William Lobel, BA ‘65, JD ‘69, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National Alumni 

Advisory Council 
Christopher Lomax, BM ‘05, JD ‘08, Vice President, University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association 
Jerry M. Markowitz, JD ‘74, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association; Iron 

Arrow 
Victoria Méndez, BA ‘95, MPA ‘99, JD ‘99, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association; Iron Arrow; University of Miami Law Internship Site Supervisor 
Richard C. Milstein, AB ‘68, JD ‘73, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association 
Edith G. Osman, JD ‘83, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Erika Pagano, JD ‘13, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National Alumni Advisory 

Council 
Barbara Perez, JD ‘93, Iron Arrow Honor Society; Past President, University of Miami Law 

Alumni Association; Former Chair, Dean’s Circle 
Pamela Perry, JD ‘84, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Katie S. Phang, JD ‘00, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
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Michelle Ramirez-Patricios, BA ‘91, JD ‘95, Iron Arrow Honor Society; Dean’s Circle 
Miriam Soler Ramos, BS ‘99, JD ‘02, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association. 
Ronald B. Ravikoff, JD ‘77, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association; 

Member and Past President, University of Miami Citizens Board 
Mark F. Raymond, JD ‘83, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Patricia Redmond, BA ‘75, JD ‘79, Past President of the University of Miami Law Alumni 

Association, Current Chair of the National Alumni Advisory Council 
Candelario Saldana, JD ‘19, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, Young Alumni 

Committee 
Harout J. Samra, BA ‘04, MBA ‘08, JD ‘09, Vice President, Alumni Outreach and 

Communications, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Alessandria San Roman, BA ‘15, JD ‘18, Vice President of Engagement, University of Miami 

Law Alumni Association, Young Alumni Committee 
Jordan Shaw, JD ‘14, Vice President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Ed Shohat, BA ‘69, JD ‘72, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Nikki Lewis Simon, JD ‘99, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Jose E. Sirven, JD ‘81, Member, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National Alumni 

Advisory Council 
Kamal Sleiman, BBA ‘10, JD ‘13, Chair - Fundraising, Young Alumni Committee, University of 

Miami Law Alumni Association 
Sara L. Solano, JD ‘15, Former Student Bar Association President; University of Miami Law 

Alumni Association, Young Alumni Committee 
Joshua Spector, JD ‘02, Past President, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Justin B. Stivers, JD ‘13, President, University of Miami School of Law, Young Alumni 

Committee 
Jill Tavlin Swartz, JD ‘93, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Brian W. Toth, JD ‘08, Director, University of Miami Law Alumni Association 
Jeffrey P. Wasserman, BS ‘67, JD ‘72, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, National 

Alumni Advisory Council 
Jenna M. Winchester, JD ‘14, Florida Regional Committee, Orlando Representative, University 

of Miami Law Alumni Association, Young Alumni Committee 
Michael G. Zilber, JD ‘19, University of Miami Law Alumni Association, Young Alumni 

Committee; National Alumni Advisory Council 


