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» Divider

Governor Brewer meetswith the former Chair of the Border Governors Conference
in preparation of the XXVIII Border Governors Conference

» Governors Natividad and Brewer

Arizona Governor Brewer and former Nuevo Leon Governor
Natividad Gonzal ez Paras met in numerous occasions to discuss the
responsibilities of the Chair and Co-Chair of the XX V1| Border
Governors Conference in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon.

During these meetings, Governor Brewer was brought to date on a
very important binational plan that was unveiled during the
conference known as the Strategic Guidelines of the Competitive and




Sustainable Development of the U.S-Mexico Transborder Region. This plan delineates the needs of the
border region, and will serve as the mapguide for local, state and federal stakeholders to address such needs.

Governor Brewer will bring this plan to life at the XX V111 Border Governors Conference in Phoenix, Arizona
on September 8-10, 2010, by implementing policy initiatives under the four policy areas introduced within the
plan: Competitiveness, Sustainability, Security and Quality of Life.

Border GovernorsMeet to Discuss Pressing | ssues:
Competitiveness, Sustainability, Security, and Quality of Life top initiatives during thisvisit

¥ Sesion Plenaria de la XXVII Conferencia de Gobernadores Fronterizos en
Monterrey, Nuevo Ledn.

XXVII Border Governors

Conference plenary session in

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon

Monterrey, Nuevo L eon, Mexico—U.S. and Mexico border governors convened this week in Monterrey,
Nuevo Leon, Mexico for the XXVII Border Governors Conference (BGC), the largest binational annual
venue, which brings together border leaders to address and resolve some of the most important issues
affecting the United States and Mexico. This annual conference allows border governors to present to the
federal governmentsin Washington, D.C. and Mexico City a uniform voice for the borderlands.

Arizona Governor Janice K. Brewer was forced to cancel her planned trip to Monterrey asa
constitutionally mandated Sept. 5th deadline on action for state budget bills presented to her last week by
the Arizona Legislature loomed. She was represented by Joe Kanefield, General Council to Governor
Brewer and by Margie Emmermann, Governor Brewer’s Policy Advisor for Mexico and Latin America
and Executive Director of the Arizona Mexico Commission.

“The Border Governors Conference provides an excellent forum for bilateral cooperation in addressing
key issues affecting the U.S.-Mexico border region at alocal, state and federal level,” said Vice Chair and
Arizona Governor Janice K. Brewer. “The U.S. and Mexico share the busiest international border in the
world, and it isimperative that we foster and grow this binational partnership. The BGC provides this
opportunity. | am incredibility disappointed to have missed thisyear’s event, but ook forward to hosting
next year's conferencein Arizona.”

During this year’s conference, the Srategic Guidelines for the Competitive and Sustainable Development
of the U.S-Mexico Transborder Region was unveiled. Thisinitiative proposes and outlinesin detail an
ambitious devel opment strategy for the U.S.-Mexico border region through 2030. It's non-binding for
participant border states and its purpose is to serve as a mechanism for cooperation and coordination in the
transborder region. Thisreport developed a unified vision for the region centered on four strategic
guidelines where the transborder region will be:

« Competitiveness — a space where innovation, knowledge, entrepreneurialism, and synergistic
cooperation will engender a competitive economy

o Sustainability — home to sustainable economies and societies committed to protecting biodiversity
and nature

o Security —a secure place for residents, businesses and visitors as a result of coordinated effort
between Mexico and the U.S. to fight crime and protect the people living in the region

o Quality of Life—aplace of opportunity where residents will have access to more and better
education, healthcare and housing

During the conference, Arizona led the way in the establishment of Public-Private Partnerships that will
help border states meet the long-term infrastructure needs, particularly when it comesto ports of entry and
their connectivity to the federal highway systems. Through the BGC, the U.S. and Mexico federa
governments were asked to explore the possibility of creating special grants or incentives to promote this
program along the border and within all industry sectors.

An agreement, Partnership with the Council of State Gover nments, was signed by the Border Governors
Conference Border Security Work Table, the Conference of Western Attorney Generals, the Council of

State Governments — WEST, and the U.S.-Mexico State Alliance Partnership that will further strengthen
the relationship with the Council of State Governments by directing the BGC worktables to work closely



with them to maximize resources, jointly manage projects and work collectively to address issues of
mutual concern. Thiswill set the stage for a strong partnership for Arizona when we host the upcoming
conference. Each year, the conference is hosted by border state on arotating basis. In 2010, it will be
hosted by Arizonawhere it will become chair of the XXV 11l Border Governors Conference. More details
will be made available on our Web site in 2010.

Participants who attended this year’s Border Governors Conference included Secretary of Foreign
Relations for Mexico Patricia Espinosa; U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, Border Czar, Alan Bersin; Gil
Kerlikowske, Drug Czar; U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Carlos Pascual; Mexican Ambassador to the U.S.
Arturo Sarukhan; Deputy Assistant Secretary for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement John
Torres; Nuevo Leon Gov. Natividad Gonzalez; New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson; Tamaulipas Gov.
Eugenio Hernandez Flores; Coahuila Gov. Humberto Moreira VVades; Chihuahua Gov. Jose Reyes;
Sonora Gov. Eduardo Bours Castelo; Baja California Gov. Jose Guadalupe Osuna Millan; Mr. Victor
Carrillo, Stand-in for Texas Gov. Rick Perry, and Mr. Ricardo Martinez, Stand-in for California Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Border Governors Representatives

Visit Washington D.C. to Address Border Priorities:
Competitiveness, Sustainability, Security, and Quality of Life top initiatives during this visit

3 Border governors representatives visit Washington, D.C. — OI’_] benalf of their reSpgctlve

Washington D. C. governors, U.S. and Mexico border governors
representatives fulfilled their annual commitment in
meeting with the U.S. federal government to address
pressing issues along the U.S.-Mexico border region
and convened an outreach visit to the nation’s capitol.
Thisvisit allows for the Border Governors Conference
to present to the U.S. federal government auniform
voice for the transborder region.

Margie A. Emmermann, XXV Border Governors
Conference (BGC) Technica Secretariat and Conference Coordinator, represented Arizona Governor
Janice K. Brewer, XXVIII BGC Chair, led the delegation through an intense 3-day meeting agenda,
meeting with federal agencies and with Capitol Hill.

“The Border Governors Conference (BGC) has been in the forefront of the U.S.-Mexico bilateral
relationship in addressing issues affecting both nations, and BGC recogni zes the need to further
collaborate with the federal government to implement immediate and efficient policies that impact the
competitiveness of the border region” said Ms. Emmermann. “BGC offers the opportunity to bring a
unified voice to federal entities on behalf of the region, and our message to the federal government during
thistrip was to devel op policies to create a more competitive, sustainable and secure border region that can
offer quality of lifeto its border residents.”

The border states developed alist of priorities that were addressed throughout their federal visits aligned
within four strategic areas. Competitiveness, Sustainability, Security and Quality of Life.

Funding for Ports of Entry Infrastructure and additional staffing at all ports of entry

Focused programs to reduce border wait times in both north- and south-bound directions

Foster joint planning for U.S.-Mexico border infrastructure

U.S.-Mexico Fund to promote the competitiveness of the region based on knowledge, science,

technology and innovation.

o Establishment of Homeland Security Technology Incubator for technologies developed in the US-
Mexico border region

o Establish aBGC Advisory Council designed to create smart border projects such as SBINet and

Project 28

Expand use of E-Trace and Operation Gunrunner to enhance security efforts

The formalization and ratification of a compact for cross-border emergency response

Increase federal action to assist in securing U.S. borders

Promote programs for energy efficiency

Expand programs that will enhance management of shared water resources

Exchange of Transboundary Environmental Impact Assessment (TEIA) findings

Increase funding to fight tuberculosis in the border region

Continue and expand funding to develop a robust joint infectious disease surveillance,

epidemiology and laboratory network in the U.S.-Mexico border region

Promote programs that foster green sources of energy and energy conservation

« Promote the exploration and production of low cost domestic energy sources

o Increase Funding for substance abuse servicesin the border region

The BGC Representatives initiated their 3 day visit with ameeting with Administrator Victor Mendez,



Federal Highway Administration; Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan, Mexican Embassy in the U.S.; and it
culminated in a meeting with the new Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Alan Bersin.
Additionally, we met with the Department of Transportation, Department of Justice — Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms, Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Labor, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Agriculture — Rural Development, Council of
Environmental Quality, Department of Homeland Security, General Service Administration, Department
of State, National Science Foundation, Woodrow Wilson Institute, and the Congressional Border Caucus.

U.S. - Mexico Hot Topics

» Divider

Merida 2.0: A New Phasein U.S.-Mexico
Security Cooperation

By Dora Beszterczey
Published: March 26, 2010

United States-M exico Partnership: A New
Border Vision

U.S. Department of State

Responding to a growing sense that the military-led
fight against drug trafficking organizations has failed
to curb violence across our southern border, the
United States and Mexico formally announced a shift
in their counternarcotics strategy last week. The
“new stage” in bilateral cooperation will aim to
strengthen civilian law enforcement institutions and
rebuild communities crippled by poverty and crime.
more...

Mexico and the United States have a shared interest
in creating a 21st century border that promotes the
security and prosperity of both countries. The U.S.
and Mexican governments have launched arange of




Published: March 23, 2010 initiatives that challenge the traditiona view of “hold
theling” and are developing a framework for a new
vision of 21st century border management. more...
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Immigration

Progress

e The President signed the Children’s Health Insurance Program
Reauthorization Act, which provides quality health care to 11 million kids —
4 million who were previously uninsured -- and removes barriers
preventing legal immigrant children from being covered.

e The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides over $400 million
in funds to strengthen security and infrastructure for ports of entry on the
Southwest border.

Guiding Principles

President Obama believes that our broken immigration system can only be fixed
by putting politics aside and offering a complete solution that secures our border,
enforces our laws, and reaffirms our heritage as a nation of immigrants. He
believes our immigration policy should be driven by our best judgment of what is
in the economic interest of the United States and what is in the best interest of
the American worker. President Obama recognizes that an orderly, controlled
border and an immigration system designed to meet our economic needs are
important pillars of a healthy and robust economy.

Strengthen Border Control

President Obama will protect the integrity of our borders by investing in
additional personnel, infrastructure, and technology on the border and at our
ports of entry.

Improve Our Immigration System
President Obama will fix the dysfunctional immigration bureaucracy and enable
legal immigration so that families can stay together.

Remove Incentives to Enter lllegally
President Obama will remove incentives to enter the country illegally by
preventing employers from hiring undocumented workers and enforcing the law.

Bring People Out of the Shadows

President Obama supports a system that allows undocumented immigrants who
are in good standing to pay a fine, learn English, and go to the back of the line
for the opportunity to become citizens.

Work with Mexico
President Obama will promote economic development in Mexico to decrease the
economic desperation that leads to illegal immigration.

RELATED BLOG POSTS

May 05, 2010 9:18 PM EDT
On Cinco de Mayo, a Call for
Comprehensive Immigration Reform

T The President speaks out
on comprehensive
immigration reform and
the recently-passed law in
Arizona at a celebrating in

the Rose Garden.

April 23, 2010 4:23 PM EDT
24 Service Members Who Became
Am ay
i Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet Napolitano
talks about her
naturalization ceremony
today with service

members.

January 27, 2010 11:23 PM EDT

Putting Washington at the Service of the
Middle Class

Deputy Chief of Staff
Mona Sutphen gives a
run-down of some key
policy points in the
President's State of the

Union Address.

VIEW ALL RELATED BLOG POSTS }

RELATED VIDEO

May 21, 2010

West Wing Week: "85 Ton Electric Arc
Furnace"

FROM THE PRESS OFFICE

April 29, 2010 6:46 PM EDT
Statement by the President on Senate
Proposal Outlined Today to Fix Our

Nation’s Broken Immigration System

1 of3



Home

The White House
Blog

Photos & Videos
Photo Galleries
Video

Live Streams
Podcasts

Briefing Room

Your Weekly Address
Speeches & Remarks
Press Briefings
Statements & Releases
Presidential Actions
Featured Legislation

Nominations &
Appointments

Disclosures

Issues

Civil Rights

Defense

Disabilities
Economy

Education

Energy & Environment
Ethics

Family

Fiscal Responsibility
Foreign Policy
Health Care
Homeland Security
Immigration

Poverty

Rural

Seniors & Social Security

Service

Taxes
Technology
Urban Policy
Veterans
Women
Additional Issues

The Administration

President Barack Obama
Vice President Joe Biden
First Lady Michelle Obama

Dr. Jill Biden
The Cabinet
White House Staff

Executive Office of the
President

Other Advisory Boards

March 18, 2010 4:25 PM EDT

Statement by the President Praising the
Bipartisan Immigration Reform Framework

March 11, 2010 6:53 PM EDT

Statement by the President on Today’s
Meetings on Immigration Reform

About the White
House

History

Presidents

First Ladies

The Oval Office

The Vice President's
Residence & Office

Eisenhower Executive
Office Building

Camp David

Air Force One

White House Fellows
White House Internships
White House 101

Tours & Events

WWW. WHITEHOUSE. GOV

Our Government

The Executive Branch
The Legislative Branch
The Judicial Branch
The Constitution

Federal Agencies &
Commissions

Elections & Voting

State & Local Government

Resources

2 0of 3



En espafiol | Accessibility | Copyright Information | Privacy Policy | Contact
USA.gov | Subscribe to RSS Feeds | Apply for a Job

30f3



