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1 . Re ‐def ine   ‘b ib l iography ’   in  21st century

2 . Explore  the  not ion  of  disc ip l inary  vert ica l

3 . Demonstrate  FAB  progress  

FAB: art bibliography in context
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FAB: community engagement

 The Impetus
 The “crises” in the art historical research community (2010): 

 limited funding resources in art libraries overall, 
 cessation of BHA/IBA by the Getty

 Initiating discussion & support:
 Kress Foundation
 Getty Research Institute

 Preliminary Goals:
 To provide a venue for a community discussion around the question of art 

bibliography and its relevance for the 21st century.  
 To review current practices, take stock of changes, and consider developing 

more sustainable and collaborative ways of supporting the bibliography of 
art and architectural history in the future. 
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FAB: community engagement

 The Initial Questions:

 What do we want and what do we need in terms of a collective 21st
century bibliographic tool?

 Do we still require the authority of a singular bibliography?

 Can comprehensiveness be achieved?

 How can we build upon existing resources in art bibliography to create 
more of a collaborative and international effort?

 And what are the intellectual, technical, and fiscal challenges involved?
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FAB: shared goals

Key characteristics:

 It will have an art/arch‐historical domain specific content focus
 It will be international and multi‐lingual
 It will be community‐driven and supported
 It will be a systematic distributed effort 
 It will be an openly accessible online discovery environment
 It will be a flexible framework, adaptable to technology innovations
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FAB: disciplinary vertical
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Large scale heterogeneous efforts

 Google Books
 Hathi Trust
 Europeana
 Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)
WorldCat
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Discipline specific discovery

 …among many others:
 arXive
 Biodiversity Heritage Library
 AgEcon

 Pandora
 Arthistoricum
 GALLICA
 NINES
 18thconnect
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FAB: advocacy

 Discipline‐based coordinated network of community 
projects and resources

 Collaborative and consortial approaches
 Digitization of print legacy
 Born‐digital content

 Support efforts towards a  unified discovery environment
 Aggregate, Syndicate, Disambiguate 

 Use environment
 Toolkits that enable analysis & action
 Support communities of knowledge
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FAB: project reports

 Bibliographic content
 artlibraries.net

 Digitized content
 Getty Research Portal

 Web content
 Avery & Frick web archiving pilot & research projects
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Aggregating bibliographic content

 artlibraries.net

 Virtual catalogue for art history

 42 ‘target’ library catalogues

 Experimental target (beta):

 Art Libraries in World Cat
http://artlibraries.net/allg_infos_en/KUNST_ALN_WORLDCAT.php
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Cooperative digitization
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Capturing & Archiving web content

 Columbia University Libraries
 Human Rights Web Archive (HRWA) protocol

to select, preserve, and provide access to freely available internet resources, 
specifically addressing at-risk websites in the area of human rights

 Avery Architectural & Fine Arts Library web archiving effort:
 Historic Preservation
 New York City landscape and urban planning
 Collection development norm
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Description & Access:
Archive‐it





Description & Access: 
Worldcat



Capturing & Archiving born-digital content

 New York Art Resources Consortium (NYARC)

 2010 Pilot Project: Frick & Metropolitan Museum Libraries
Capturing born-digital content 
from auction house websites

 SCIPIO Users Group Virtual Meeting(May 2011 report)

 2012 Mellon research grant: NYARC libraries
Reframing Collections for a Digital Age: 
a preparatory study for collecting and preserving 
web-based art research materials
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FAB: initiative schematic
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FAB: shared solutions

Commitments to deep collaboration
Distributed work efforts
Multiple financial support models
Leverage technical innovations
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Interested?   ...  Contact us !

ARLIS/NA Annual Meeting -- March 24, 2011

 FAB Initiative
http://www.getty.edu/research/scholars/research_projects/fab/index.html

 artlibraries.net
http://www.artlibraries.net/

 Getty Research Portal
http://portal.getty.edu

 Born‐digital web‐content projects
http://nyarc.org


