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A Combustible Narrative 
Fahrenheit 451 Curriculum Revision 

 

 “It was a pleasure to burn”  (3).  Thus begins the dustpan story of a futuristic 

society, Fahrenheit 451 written by Ray Bradbury.  This powerful novel and 

accompanying curriculum have been designed for the 10
th

 grade level.  The unit has 

undergone at least three revisions by Portland Public School Language Arts Teachers. 

This unit, magnanimous in scope, was selected as one of the core units for the 2010-11 

school year and will be available for sophomore teachers of 10
th

 grade classrooms as part 

of a pilot project.   

 The special focus on the literary unit was articulated through the creative lens of 

Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe’s, text, Understanding by Design, an innovative set of 

learning ideas whose main premise, Backwards Design, is illustrated by the template 

created at the beginning of this unit. Also, in this set of “deliverables” include a table of 

contents, lessons of the learning plan labeled with academic priority standards, a pre-

assessment, two culminating assessments in student-friendly language, differentiated 

possibilities, and a list of literary terms that have been used in the unit. Finally, a 

resources section has been added for additional textual selections that may be helpful for 

the teacher or student learner.  Importantly, the 10
th

 Grade Write Source and the 10
th

 

Grade Holt Anthology were extensively referenced to assist the teacher and student in the 

composition of the two possible assessments.   

Essential questions that provided the impetus for the curricular unit are as follows: 

 How does the story affect individuals in society?   

 How do people engage in social protest? 

 What is the importance of books? 

 What is a theme learned from the text? 

 The culminating assessment and alternative culminating assessments or final 

projects are focused on expository writings.  The traditional culminating piece is the 

thematic essay and the alternative assessment is a research project on a theme that 

connects to today’s society. Consistent with the Backwards by Design model, the larger 

goals are explored, followed by the specific learning practices that allow the student to 

create and make connections to the text, all, with an organized and punctual format in 
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mind.  Strategies are specified to allow the student to reflect on the text and review some 

of the ideas that have been already presented in the classroom.   

 Pre Assessment strategies introduce the student to the culminating project; the 

writing process scaffolds and leads to the final writings.  Poignantly, there is a 

differentiated example of the thematic essay that has been included for students having a 

challenging time.  A Revision and Editing handout has been added to aid the student in 

writing process.  Connections have been made to the 10th Grade Write Source to provide 

easier access to this powerful novel that the Portland Public School System has adopted.    

Lastly, there is a student reflection designed so that students may review the writing traits 

and learning process.  The study and written investigation of themes of Fahrenheit 451   

is not only useful in the classroom but a significant benchmark for thinkers everywhere. 
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Fahrenheit 451 Template 
Stage 1: Desired Outcomes 
Priority Standards: (number and description) 
Reading  

10.01.  Analyze figurative expressions, comparisons and analogies 

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

Literature 

10.09:Students will identify the development of themes. 

10.11: Describe the function and effect upon a literary work of common literary devices such 

as symbolism, and irony. 

10.15: Evaluate how literary elements (conflict, point of view, and setting are used to 

establish mood, place, time period, and cultures, and contribute to there development of its 

theme. 

Writing 

10.16.1:  Establish a context where appropriate 

10.17: Writing Conventions such as roots, bases, prefixes, suffixes, correct use of pronouns. 

10.18.1: Develop a thesis. 

10.18.2. Support a position with precise and relevant examples. 

        Optional: Use effective note taking techniques to ensure proper documentation. 

Understandings: 

Students will understand that… 

  The narrative elements of the novel. 

 The identification of literary devices 

and their effect on the meaning of the 

story. 

 How to compose a literary essay. 

 Discuss key episodes, events, and ideas 

and interpret them on a literal, 

interpretive, and universal level 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How does this story affect individuals 

and society in the 21
sst

 century? 

 How do people engage in social 

protest? 

 What is the importance of literacy in 

society?  

 What is the importance of books? Why 

read? 

 What is a point or theme learned from 

the story or narrative? 

Students will know:                                           

 the levels of questioning  

 the story and narrative by Ray 

Bradbury. 

 literary elements and particularly focus 

on figurative language such as 

metaphor, simile and symbolism. 

Students will be able to: 

  compose a thesis and compose a 

literary essay. 

 apply ideas of the text to higher 

applications. 

 

 

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence  

 

Culminating Assessment  
(learning task) 

Other Evidence 

 
Students will write a literary analysis essay. 

 

 
Students may create a brochure on a related 

social justice issue around related topics of 

banned books, or a controversial literacy topic. 
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Stage 3: Learning Plan – Fahrenheit 451 

 

Activity Title Priority Standards This 

Guide 

Original  

Guide 

Lesson #1: 

Essential 

Question -- 

What if?  

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for 

actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

10.09:Students will identify the development of 

themes. 

9 9 

Lesson #2: A 

Pleasure to 

Burn 

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for 

actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

10.09:Students will identify the development of 

themes. 

11 12 

Lesson #3: 

Using Active 

Notes 

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for 

actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

10.09:Students will identify the development of 

themes. 

10.11: Describe the function and effect upon a 

literary work of common literary devices such as 

symbolism, and irony. 

10.15: Evaluate how literary elements (conflict, 

point of view, and setting are used to establish 

mood, place, time period, and cultures, and 

contribute to there development of its theme. 

13 14 

Lesson #4: Pre-

assessment 

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for 

actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

10.09:Students will identify the development of 

themes. 

10.16.1:  Establish a context where appropriate 

10.17: Writing Conventions such as roots, bases, 

prefixes, suffixes, correct use of pronouns. 

10.18.1: Develop a thesis. 

10.18.2. Support a position with precise and 

relevant examples. 

16  

Lesson #5: 

Burn all, burn 

everything 

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for 

actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

10.09:Students will identify the development of 

themes. 

 

19 26 

Lesson #6: 

Tiered Lesson 

10.07.  Draw conclusions about reasons for 

actions/beliefs and support assertions. 

10.09:Students will identify the development of 

themes. 

10.11: Describe the function and effect upon a 

literary work of common literary devices such as 

symbolism, and irony. 

10.15: Evaluate how literary elements (conflict, 

point of view, and setting are used to establish 

23  
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Activity Title Priority Standards This 

Guide 

Original  

Guide 
mood, place, time period, and cultures, and 

contribute to there development of its theme. 

10.18.1: Develop a thesis. 

 

Lesson #7: 

Motifs 

10.11: Describe the function and effect upon a 

literary work of common literary devices such as 

symbolism, and irony. 

10.15: Evaluate how literary elements (conflict, 

point of view, and setting are used to establish 

mood, place, time period, and cultures, and 

contribute to there development of its theme. 

 

34 52 

Culminating 

Assessment 

10.09: Identify the development of theme 

10.16.2: Use organizational structures such 

as introduction, body, and conclusion 

10.16.3: Provide transitions to link 

paragraphs. 

10.18.1: Develop a thesis 

10.18.2: Support a position with relevant 

examples 

36  

Lesson #8: 

Introduction 

10.16.2: Develop organizational structures 

such as introduction, body, and conclusion 
39  

Lesson #9: 

Body  

10.16.2: Develop organizational structures 

such as introduction, body, and conclusion 
40  

Lesson #10: 

Conclusion 

10.16.2: Develop organizational structures 

such as introduction, body, and conclusion 
41  

Alternative 

Culminating 

Assessment 

10.18.1:Develop a thesis 

10.18.2: Support ideas with precise 

examples and documentation 

10.16: Develop ideas into paragraphs 

10.16.3: Include transitions 

10.17: Conventions 

42  

Lesson #11: 

Outline, note 

card, 

information 

gathering 

10.18.2: Support ideas with precise 

examples 
 

Use effective note taking techniques to 

ensure proper documentation. 

45  

Lesson #14: 

Unit Reflection 

 47  

Resources 

 

 49  
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Academic Vocabulary 
The vocabulary used extensively in this unit on Fahrenheit 451:  

 

 

Allegory 

Passage 

Epigram 

Allegory 

Imagery 

Symbolism 

Metaphor 

Simile 

Motif 

Theme 

Archetype 

Allusion 

Alliteration 

Assonance 

Characterization 

Blocking  

Setting 

Dialogue 

Protagonist 

Subtext 

Personification 

Metonymy 

Theme 

Thesis 

Connotation 

Denotation 
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Lesson #1: Essential Questions – What if?  

 
Overview: This lesson asks students to engage with the idea of speculative literature 

like this novel.  
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Lesson #2: A Pleasure to Burn 

 
Overview: this lesson will introduce students to the close reading approach we will 

be taking through the study of this novel.  

 

 
 

 

 



12 

The Opening of Fahrenheit 451 
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Lesson #3: Using Active Notes 

 

Overview: Introduce students to the ways that they will take notes during the study of 

the novel.  
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Lesson #4: Pre-Assessment on the Literary Analysis 

 

Overview: Identify students’ strengths and weaknesses with literary analysis writing 

 

Duration: 50 minutes 

 

Academic Priority Standards: 
10.09: Identify and analyze themes 

10.13: Evaluate subtleties of the text. 

10.18: Develop a thesis 

10.18.2: Support a position with precise and relevant examples. 

 

Steps:  
1. Be sure to explain students about the purpose of a pre-assessment. Its goal is only 

to give the teacher and student a sense of the student’s current abilities with 
literary analysis: There will no penalty for not doing well, so long as it is 

completed.  

2. Hand out the directions and the prompt. Students should write for 30-40 minutes 

and before submitting, they should fill in the rubric as their own self-assessment.  

3. When their assessments are returned, be sure that students can take a few minutes 

to reflect on their own current level with these skills.  
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Fahrenheit 451: Pre-assessment 
 

In this activity, you will write a brief response to the following prompt. You will be 

scored using the rubric that follows, but the only goal of this assessment is to identify 

your current skill level with literary analysis.  

 

 

 

Prompt: So far in your reading of the novel, you have come across many 

ideas that you author probably wants the reader to learn from the novel. 

Oftentimes, these ideas are called “themes.” What is one major theme or 
idea that the author puts forward in this novel? Be sure that your response 

includes an introductory paragraph with a thesis, one ore more body 

paragraphs, and a conclusion. Whenever possible, use direct quotes or 

examples from the novel to support your position. Proofread your piece 

before submitting.  
 

 

After you complete your response, be sure to assess yourself using the rubric.  
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Scoring Guide Pre-Assessment for the thematic free write for Fahrenheit 

451 
 

Priority 

Standard 

Exceeds  

(6-5) 

Meets  

(4-3) 

Does Not Yet Meet 

(2-1) 

 

10.09: 

Identify and 

analyze the 

development 

of themes. 

 

 

Theme is clearly 

identified and 

thoroughly developed 

Theme is identified, 

though it may not be 

fully developed 

throughout the piece 

Theme has not been 

identified and 

sufficiently developed 

10.18.1: 

Develop a 

thesis 

 

 

Writing has a clear 

thesis and is developed 

in the essay. 

The thesis is 

appropriate and 

mostly supported. 

The thesis statement is 

unclear, too broad. 

10.16; 

Develop ideas 

into 

paragraphs 

 

The organization 

pattern works together 

to create an insightful 

writing. 

The organization 

pattern is adequate 

for the topic. 

The organization 

pattern fits the essay’s 
purpose. Some parts 

need more 

development. 

10.17:  

Conventions 

 

 

The essay has effective 

punctuation and 

grammar.   

 

There are some 

errors in punctuation 

and grammar. 

There are numerous 

errors in the writing 

that interfere with 

clarity of the piece. 

 

After your pre-assessment has been returned by your teacher:  

1. What do you think you are doing well so far?  

 

 

 

 

2. What are you going to focus on improving? 
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Lesson #5: Burn all, burn everything 
 

Overview: This is a lesson for students to explore some of the essential questions of the 

novel, specifically how and why are books and materials censored.  
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Letter from Kurt Vonnegut on the burning of his novel:  
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Lesson #6: Tiered Lesson for Fahrenheit 451 

 

Overview: Students will be able to see how the notes they have been taking 

can lead to the beginning of a literary analysis essay, while other students 

will be able to  get more support or extension depending on their current 

needs.  

 

Time: 90 minutes 

 

Procedures:  

1. Looking back on the results of your students’ pre-assessments, 

arrange them into three groups:  

a. Group 1: those students who have already met or exceeded all 

of the standards on the pre-assessment rubric 

b. Group 2: those met or nearly met all of the standards 

c. Group 3: those who did not meet any of the standards.  

 

2. Students in group #1 should follow the directions of the lesson that 

follows called “The Vast Wasteland.” Note that you can give 
individual sections of the reading to students; they do not need to read 

the whole speech to be able to do the activity. In the time provide, 

students will be able to have time to read, discuss, and write a brief 

response to the article in the form of an effective thesis statement.  

3. Students in Group #2 should follow the directions for the lesson titled 

“Connect the Notes” essay. In the time provided, they will be able to 
get through step #7 or #8 with their thesis statements.  

4. Students in Group #3 should follow the steps for the lesson titled 

“Free Write, List, and Thesis.”  
5. Debrief the process with students and as an exit ticket, ask them to 

reflect on their developing skills and confidence with writing literary 

analysis.  
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Tiered Lesson: Group #1: The Vast Wasteland 
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Tiered Lesson: Group #2 “Connect the Notes Essay”  
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31 
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Tiered Lesson: Group #3: Free Write, List and Thesis 

 
Academic Priority Standards: 10.18.1, 10.18.2 

 

Time: 2 class periods 

 

Student Learning: 

After reading and discussing the text, Fahrenheit 451, students will brainstorm; compose 

a free write with the intention of writing about a lesson or moral learned.  This lesson will 

evolve into a theme, a free write and a detailed list of examples that will guide them into 

composing a thesis on the text.  There is excellent reference material on pages 261-266, 

in the 10
th

 Grade Write Source text. 

 

Materials:   

 Text 

 Pen, paper computers 

 10
th

 Grade Write Source (red edition) 

 

Steps in the Assignment: 

 Students have read the text and will brainstorm ideas that they have learned from 

the Bradbury novel.  The teacher will have students write an idea on file cards and 

share them, come to the overhead or blackboard and share them, or the teacher 

may list possible for the class. 

 Once students review the ideas have them compose a free write as a kind of pre-

writing about something learned from the text.  The length should be about 1-2 

paragraphs, a half page with general references from the novel.   

 Look over pages 263-267 as a way to reinforce the pre-writing activity. 

 Students may pair-share the ideas with the focus of discovering themes from the 

novel.  Students may color-mark the theme as a way to signify and identify the 

idea. Page 263 in Write Source addresses this idea with the strategy, “A Main 
theme of my novel is…” 

 Once a theme has been identified students should gather a list of specific 

examples and events that support the theme.  This specific list is a type of outline 

that scaffolds and supports the theme.  See pages 264 in Write Source for an 

example from Things Fall Apart.  

 With the pre-write and list of specific ideas students are ready to compose the 

“heart” of the analytical culminating assessment, the thesis.  There is a formula 
for creating a thesis on page 266 in Write Source.   

 Differentiated Idea:  The teacher may offer a specific thesis if lower skilled 

students are having a challenging time coming up with an idea.  Ideally, the 

earlier discussion and class brainstorming would have allowed students to come 

up with an idea.   

 Using the formula on page 266 one may create a relevant thesis from the 

Bradbury text.  Example: Montag transforms from a dutiful destroyer of ideas into 

an individual who preserves narration and storytelling.   
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Lesson #7: Motifs 
 

Overview: Students explore how motifs work in a literary text 
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Culminating Assessment: Fahrenheit 451 Thematic Essay  
  

 

Essay Prompt:  Compose and write an expository essay about a theme learned from Ray 

Bradbury’s novel Fahrenheit 451.   Reflect on a theme, something learned from the text 

and compose an essay that has a beginning, middle, and end.  The writing will go through 

a series of drafts and should include elements of strong writing such as thesis, specific 

examples and precise examples from the text, word choice, sentence fluency, imagery, 

and strong use of conventions and grammar. 

 

Materials Needed: 
Scoring Rubric 

10
th

 Grade Write Source (red edition) pages 258-289. 

 

Steps: 

Prewriting: 
1. Refer to pages 261and 262 in Write Source.  Make a list of possible prompts or essay 

topics.  Refer to previous quick writes and journal writings. 

2. Review the expository essay material and look over the expository scoring and 

assessment rubrics. 

3. Look through examples of lists, quick writes, and first drafts.  Look to pages 264-267 

in Write Source for examples of thesis, introduction, middle paragraphs, and closing 

paragraphs.  

 

Writing: 
4. As you draft of your thematic writing in class, think about the significant elements of 

a worthy thematic essay.   

 

Revising: 
5. Refer to pages 107-118 in Write Source for a checklist and ideas on revision.  Your 

will review your writings, read your pieces aloud in response groups and highlight in 

different colors examples of dialogue, imagery, and word choice.  For example 

dialogue would be highlighted in yellow, unusual words in green, and so forth.  After 

color-marking their work, you will be able to visually assess their own work and see 

what areas may need improvement.   

6. Once you have shared your drafts and color marked your ideas, have a whole class 

discussion on students’ findings and what areas were strong and what needed 

improvement.  

7. You should revise for content and make improvements and create a ‘polished draft,” 
and attach the second draft to the first draft. 

8. Continue reviewing each other’s writing with the focus on editing.  Look to pages 

119-122 in Write Source for ideas on editing.  Be sure to look at the editing checklist 

before submitting your final piece. 
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Culminating Assessment Scoring Guide: Fahrenheit 451 Scoring Rubric  
 

Priority 

Standard 

6-5 

Exceeds 

4-3 

Meets 

2-1 

Does Not Yet Meet 

10.09: 

Identify and 

analyze the 

development of 

themes 

 

Theme is specific 

and comprehensive. 

Theme is competent 

and identified in the 

writing. 

Theme has not been 

sufficiently 

developed. 

10.18.1: 

Develop a 

thesis 

 

Writing has a clear 

thesis and is 

developed in the 

writing. 

Thesis is 

competently 

developed in the 

writing. 

Thesis is too general 

or unclear 

10.16.2: 

Use 

organizational 

structures such 

as intro. body, 

and conclusion 

10.16.3: Use of 

transitions. 

The organizational 

pattern works 

together to create an 

insightful writing. 

Transitions propel 

the reader through 

the writing. 

The organizational 

pattern is adequate 

for the topic.  There 

is evidence of 

transitions in the 

writing. 

The organizational 

pattern is limited and 

does not always fit 

the pattern.  

Transitions are 

limited or are not 

present in the 

writing. 

10.16.2: 

Sentence 

Fluency 

The sentences are 

sophisticated, very in 

length and keep the 

reader’s interest. 

Sentence 

construction is 

adequate, but may 

need more variety. 

Sentence 

construction needs to 

be corrected and 

interfere with the 

clarity of the writing. 

10.17: Use of 

conventions 

 

 

The essay has 

effective grammar 

and punctuation.   

There are some 

errors in punctuation 

and grammar, though 

they do not severely 

impact the 

readability of the 

piece. 

Numerous errors are 

present in the 

writing, which makes 

the piece very 

difficult to follow. 
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Student Handout for Culminating Assessment 

Revision Strategies for the Fahrenheit 451 Thematic Essay 

 

 
As you review your draft(s) consider the following possibilities to improve and 

strengthen your writing: 

Academic Priority Standards: 10.09, 10.10, and 10.15 

 

 Add dialogue.  Add quotation marks and indent each time a new speaker is 

introduced. 

 Add details such as names, types, brands, and specifics.   

 Delete text that you “tell rather than show.” 

 Begin in the middle, “in media res.”   
 Use imagery that evokes the senses-taste, touch, color, feel, smell, and sound.  

Use similes and metaphors to convey description. 

 Use unusual and descriptive words.  Change simple verbs to more vivid ones. 

 Use the active voice.  A simple example is, “I hit the ball,” rather than “The ball 
was hit by me.”   

 Add a creative title to the writing, something to entice and invite the reader to the 

writing.   

 Review revising tips for the thematic essay in the 10th Grade Write Source pages 

273-284.  

 Review revision tips for the research writing on pages 355-388 in the 10
th

 Grade 

Write Source. 

 

Editing Strategies 
Academic Priority Standards:  10.17 

 

 Go over your writing and use a spell and grammar check.  Even read your writing 

softly aloud to hear the sound of the writing and to check for sentence fluency and 

for omitted words.   

 Does each sentence have ending punctuation? 

 Is dialogue correctly punctuated? 

 Have you used correct word usage?  Common mistakes include the usage of to, 

two, and too, lose and loose, their, there, they’re, and accept and except.    
 Have you used punctuation correctly?  First letters of sentences are capitalized, 

proper names, and places as well. 

 Do your subjects and verbs agree in number?  For example, “He is…” and “They 
are.”   

    Do you use apostrophes to indicate possessive case and for contractions. 

 Review comma use especially for items in a series and appositives. 

 Review editing tips in the 10th Grade Write Source pages 285-288. 

Review pages 390-392 in the Write Source for editing tips on the research writing.
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Lesson #8: Introduction or Beginnings of a Thematic Essay 

 

*Note: the lessons that follow (#8-#10) should be used as mini-lessons 

for those students who need special attention for these areas.  

 
Academic Priority Standards: 10.16.1: Establishing a literary context, 10.18.1: 

Developing and integrating the thesis, 10.18.13, Anticipating reader concerns,  

 

Time: 2 class periods 

 

Student Learning: With the free-write, color-marked theme, and detailed list of ideas 

that connects and supports the theme students will compose an introductory paragraph for 

the literary essay. 

.  

 

Materials:   

 Texts: Fahrenheit 451, 10
th

 Grade Write Source (red edition) 

 Pen, computers 

 

Steps in the Assignment: 

 Students should read page 269 in Write Source to understand the criteria of what 

goes into an introduction or opening paragraph of an essay.   

 Once the material is read students should review their pre-written material and 

also review the Tip at the bottom of page 269 in Write Source. 

 The Tip includes talking about the components of an introductory paragraph. 

 Students begin composing an initial draft of their introduction.   

 The teacher may offer writing suggestions about where to revise to make the 

content more detailed and relevant.   

 The funnel strategy may be reviewed or offered to the student as one makes 

general comments and then narrows to the specific point and thesis (page 32 from 

Reading Strategies Across the Curriculum) 

 Differentiated Strategy:  Students may write the body or main section of the essay 

and then go back and compose the introductory paragraph.  Not everyone thinks 

in the same logical sequence.  

 Students may begin with a short specific quote from the text, open with a 

question, or begin with a philosophical idea and then become more specific. 

 The following is an example of an introduction using the previous thesis offered 

in the earlier that begins with a short quotation. 

 

“It was a pleasure to burn”(3).  This is the opening line from Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 

451, a dystopian novel where ideas and books are destroyed by firemen who burn them 

rather than saving and preserving this textual intellectual property.  Guy Montag is the 

protagonist and fireman who has been dutifully burning people’s collection of books and 
personal libraries.  However, during the course of the novel, Montag undergoes a 
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transformation.  Specifically, Montag transforms and changes from a dutiful destroyer of 

books and ideas into an individual who preserves narration and storytelling. 

 

Lesson #9: Organizing the Middle Paragraphs of the Thematic Essay 

 
Academic Priority Standards: 10.16.1: Establish a context where appropriate, 10.16.2: 

Use organizational structures such as paragraphs for introduction, body, and conclusion, 

10:16.3: Provide transitions to link paragraphs, 10.17: Conventions, 10.18.2,  

  

Time: 2 class periods 

 

Student Learning: Students will continue to compose their thematic analytical  

Materials:   

 Texts Fahrenheit 451, 10
th

 Grade Write Source 

 Pen, computers 

 

Steps in the Assignment: 

 Students will read and reflect on Writing: Develop the Middle Part on pages 270-

271 in Write Source. 

 After reading and processing this section students will review their pre-writings 

and their list of detailed examples that supports the their theme.        

 Students draft a middle paragraph that supports the thesis that they had developed 

earlier.   

 Students may pair-share and then the teacher offers writing suggestions about 

where to revise to make the content more detailed and relevant.   

 The student writer would include an embedded quotation or document a 

paraphrased idea into the body paragraph.  Look to page 265 in Write source on 

quotations and look to pages 270-271 for additional information on the middle 

paragraphs. 

 Example of a body paragraph on Fahrenheit 451. 

  

 The first inkling or change that Montag notices about his role in society was when 

he meets Clarisse.  Clarisse McClellan is a free spirit, a creative soul who causes Montag 

to reflect and think differently about roles in society.  She says to Montag on page 7, “ 
I’m seventeen and crazy….”I like to smell things and look at things, and sometimes stay 
up all night, walking, and watch the sun rise.”   Montag is struck by her originality, her 

non-conformity and poignantly the way his authoritarian role is perceived.  She goes on 

query him if he has ever read the books that he has burned (8) and he is struck by her 

creativity and even naiveté. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



41 

 

 

 

Lesson #10: Organizing the Final Paragraph of the Thematic Essay 

 
Academic Priority Standards: 10.16.1: Establish a context where appropriate, 10.16.2: 

Use organizational structures such as paragraphs for introduction, body, and conclusion, 

10:16.3: Provide transitions to link paragraphs, 10.17: Conventions, 10.18.2,  

  

Time: 2 class periods 

 

Student Learning: Students will continue to compose their thematic analytical  

Materials:   

 Texts Fahrenheit 451, 10
th

 Grade Write Source 

 Pen, computers 

 

Steps in the Assignment: 

 Students will read and reflect on Writing: End Your Analysis on page 272 in 

Write Source. 

 After reading and processing this section, students will review their writing and 

ideas thus far composed for the thematic essay. 

 Students draft a final paragraph that supports the thesis and body of writing that 

they had developed earlier.   

 Students may pair-share and then the teacher offers writing suggestions about 

where to revise to make the content more detailed and relevant.   

 Example of a final or concluding paragraph for the Fahrenheit 451 thematic essay. 

  

 “To everything is a season. Yes. A time to break down, and a time to build up” 
(165).  These are some of the concluding lines from the Ray Bradbury text, Fahrenheit 

451 Guy Montag, the fireman, has undergone a transformation from a dutiful enforcer of 

the authoritarian status quo and come full circle walking through the forest with the book 

people with the intentions of spreading language, story, and renewing civilization.  Guy 

Montag’s transformation reveals a larger idea that nothing is “set in stone” and that the 
individual may think for oneself and discovers compassion and humanity in their actions.  

The text ends on an optimistic note that as long as there is hope people will continue to 

collaborate and share stories.   
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Alternative Culminating Assessment: Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 

 

Student Learning: 

With the story of Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 in mind, students will create an 

assessment that utilizes an aspect of social justice.  Reviewing the essential questions, 

students will reflect on a theme from the novel and apply the theme to society at large.  

The objective would be to address a current issue, focus on it, and provide proactive 

expression on the issue.  Essential questions that would be addressed and have been 

stated in the template are: 

 How does this story affect individuals and society in the 21
st
 Century? 

 How people engage in social protest? 

 What is the importance of books in society? 

 

Alternative Culminating Assessment:  
Students will identify a theme from Fahrenheit 451 and apply this issue to a 

contemporary idea.  For example, “Is the social network Face book, a viable news 
source?  Another topic might be has technology changed or “rewired,” the way that we 
think and process texts?  Another topic might be the validity or appropriateness of a 

certain novel?  The possibilities are seemingly endless and become a kind of research 

project with primary and secondary implications.  The student would choose a topic 

related to the essential question and then create writing a brochure on that topic. 

 
Materials Needed: 

10
th

 Grade Write Source (355-392 

Fahrenheit 45 

Approximate Time: (5 class periods) 

 
Steps:  Look at 343-392  

Prewriting: 
1. Refer to 364-365 in Write Source.  Make a list of possible prompts or 

essay topics.  Refer to previous quick writes and journal writings. 

2. Review the expository essay material and look over the expository scoring 

and assessment rubrics. 

3. Share examples of lists, quick writes, and first drafts.  Look to pages 368-

375 in Write Source for examples of thesis, introduction, middle 

paragraphs, and closing paragraphs. Establish a calendar of due dates for 

the first and second drafts. 

 

Writing: 
4. Students will compose the draft of their research writing in class.  Students 

will need time to research and collect their compilation of primary and 

secondary sources.  Review pages 343-354 in the 10th Grade Write Source 

for techniques and skills on research. There is a student model on pages 

357-363 on the Aswan dam that highlights sound research skills.  
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Revising: 

 

5. Refer to pages 385- 388 in Write Source for a checklist and ideas on 

revision.  Students will review their writings, read their pieces aloud in 

response groups and highlight in different colors examples of thesis 

specific examples, and word choice.  For example thesis would be 

highlighted in yellow, examples in green, and so forth.  After color-

marking their work, students will be able to visually assess their own work 

and see what areas may need improvement.   

6. Once students have shared their drafts and color marked their ideas, have a 

whole class discussion on students’ findings and what areas were strong 
and what needed improvement.  

7. Students should revise for content and make improvements and create a 

‘polished draft,” and attach the second draft to the first draft. 

8. Students get into peer groups and review each other’s writing with the 
focus on editing.  Look to pages 389- 392 in Write Source for ideas on 

editing. After the students have noted and recognized editing errors 

students will make corrections on a third and final draft.  The writings 

would be evaluated and ideally presented for class discussion and 

publication. 
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Scoring Guide Post Assessment Rubric for the Alternative Research 

Writing for Fahrenheit 451. 

 
 

Priority 

Standard 

Exceeds  

(6-5) 

Meets  

(4-3) 

Does Not Yet Meet 

(2-1) 

10.18.1: 

Develop a 

thesis or point 

in the writing 

 

Writing has a clear 

thesis in the research 

writing. 

Thesis is competent 

or satisfactory in the 

writing. 

Thesis is unclear or 

too broad. 

10.18.2 

Support a 

position with 

precise and 

relevant 

examples. 

 

Numerous examples 

from primary and 

secondary texts 

support the thesis 

Adequate or 

competent examples 

support the thesis. 

Examples are too 

broad or there is 

insufficient evidence 

to support the thesis. 

10.16, 10.16.3 

Develop ideas 

into 

paragraphs 

(including use 

of transitions) 

 

All the parts work 

together to create 

insightful research 

writing.  Transitions 

are present throughout 

the writing. 

The organization 

pattern fits the essay. 

Portions of the 

organization need 

improvement.  There 

is some evidence of 

transitions 

connecting 

paragraph. 

The organization 

pattern fits the 

writing, although 

some parts may need 

more development.  

Transitions are mostly 

lacking in the piece. 

10.17:  

Conventions 

 

 

The writing has few, if 

any, errors in grammar 

or conventions. 

The writing has a 

number of errors on 

grammar and 

conventions. 

There are many errors 

in grammar and 

conventions that 

interfere with clarity 

of the writing. 

10.18.5- MLA 

Documentation 

 

Uses tools to 

ensure proper 

documentation 

 

 

MLA format has been 

used to document and 

cite examples that are 

verbatim or 

paraphrased.  A Work 

Cited is also been used 

effectively. 

There is some 

evidence of MLA 

parenthetical 

documentation. 

There is evidence of 

a Works Cited. 

Little evidence of 

MLA formatting for 

specific examples. 

Little evidence if any 

of a Works Cited 

page. 
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Lesson #11: Prewriting: Outline, and Note cards, 

 
Academic Priority Standards: 10.18.1: Develop a thesis, 10.18.2: Support a position 

with precise and relevant examples, 10.18.5: Use effective note taking techniques  

 

Time: 5 class periods 

 

Student Learning: 

After reading and discussing the text, and composing a pre assessment free write around 

a social issue on Fahrenheit 451, students will brainstorm and expand on the free write 

by creating an outline and note cards with primary and secondary sources. This lesson 

will become the scaffolding or foundation for the research writing and alternative 

culminating assessment.  There is excellent reference material on pages 366-370, in the 

10
th

 Grade Write Source text.  Students should plan having on five sources, a 

combination of primary and secondary sources. 

 

Materials:   

 Text 

 Pen, paper computers, file cards 

 10
th

 Grade Write Source (red edition) 

 

Steps in the Assignment: 

 Students have brainstormed and created a research topic in the pre assessment that 

they are interested in investigating. The teacher will have students write their 

ideas on file cards and share them, come to the overhead or blackboard and share 

them. 

 Students will compose their ideas on note cards and then pose questions or ideas 

what they might to answer. 

 Look over page 370 in Write Source for some of the possible resources for the 

writing.  as a way to reinforce the pre-writing activity.  One significant source that 

the PPS Media specialist suggested is OSLIS: Oregon School Library Information 

System.  www.oslis.org.  Other references for research include Gales online 

databases via oslis.org, Citation Maker @oslis.org, and Multnomah County 

Library Homework Center Directory and Multnomah County menu of databases.  

The teacher should also plan to conference with students and plan on scheduling 

the building librarian for class instruction and direction. 

 Students may pair-share the ideas with the focus of discovering ideas for the 

research.  Students may color-mark the point as a way to signify and identify the 

idea. Page 263 in Write Source addresses this idea with the strategy, “A Main 
point of my novel is…” 

 Once a research point has been identified students should gather a list of specific 

examples and events from different research sources that support the idea.    See 

pages 367-369 in Write Source. for an example from Things Fall Apart.  

 With the pre-write and list of specific ideas students are ready to compose the 

“heart” of the analytical culminating assessment, the thesis.  There is a formula 
for creating a thesis on page 266 in Write Source.   

http://www.oslis.org/
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 Differentiated Idea:  The teacher may offer a specific thesis if lower skilled 

students are having a challenging time coming up with an idea.  Ideally, the 

earlier discussion and class brainstorming would have allowed students to come 

up with an idea.   

 Using the formula on page 266 one may create a relevant topic idea from the 

Bradbury text. 
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Lesson #12: Unit Reflection   

 

Overview: Students engage with the essential questions of the unit and 

reflect on their learning 

 

Duration: 30 minutes 

 

Steps: 

 Ask students to complete the refection hand out, discuss with a 

partner, and be prepared to share with the whole class. 
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Fahrenheit 451: Unit Reflection  

 

Theme:  

 
 How does this story affect individuals and society in the 21

sst
 century? 

 

 

 

 How do people engage in social protest? 

 

 

 

 What is the importance of literacy in society?  

 

 

 

 What is the importance of books? Why read? 

 

 

 

 What is a point or theme learned from the story or narrative?  

 

 

Writing and Skill Development 

 
 How do you assess your abilities to write an effective literary analysis? What 

evidence can you point to for this determination?  

 

 

 

 

 How did your skills improve throughout this unit? What was particularly helpful 

to you? What was not useful?  

 

 

 

 

 What goals do you have to improve as a writer? How can your teacher and 

classmates help you with this?  
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Resources for Fahrenheit 451 
 

Reading 

Holt’s Elements of Literature: Fourth Course. 

 

Films 

Fahrenheit 451 

 

Writing 

10th Write Source.  Pages 255-294 on the “Analyzing a Theme.” 

 

See original curricular materials for more resources 

 

 

Differentiated Instruction Reflection for Fahrenheit 451 

Adapted from the handout, “When You Need to Meet the Instructional Needs of 
Students: Practices and Strategies for Differentiation” 

 

 Teach in more numerous shorter instructional segments. 

 Use multiple strategies such as carousels, jigsaws, simulations and role-plays. 

 Use graphic organizers as way to scaffold ideas ‘fold and integrate into the 
narrative writing.  Lists are also a segmented strategy to build into the writing. 

 Group students by ability level. 

 Pair share or individual conference with the student. 

 Post clear objectives, provide handouts and point the specific pages on the Holt 

and Write Source texts.  

 Provide models of the stages of the personal narrative. (See pages 88-120 in Write 

Source). 

 Use visuals. 


