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Books to support the planning of literacy learning: 
 
The following books are available in the staffroom to aid your planning of units. They contain model texts and lists of features. It is a good idea to 
take some of these books along to your PPA time. Please return the books when you have finished with them. 
 

 Igniting Writing 1: Writing for 7-11 years. Pie Corbett 

 Igniting Writing 2: Writing for 7-11 years. Pie Corbett 

 Igniting Writing 3: Writing for 7-11 years. Pie Corbett 

 Igniting Writing 4: Writing for 7-11 years. Pie Corbett 

 Writing models Year 3. Pie Corbett 

 Writing models Year 4. Pie Corbett 

 Writing models Year 5. Pie Corbett 

 Writing models Year 6. Pie Corbett 

 Models for writing Year 3. Chris Buckton 

 Models for writing Year 4. Chris Buckton 

 Models for writing Year 5. Chris Buckton 

 Models for writing Year 6. Chris Buckton 

 Talk for Writing across the curriculum. Pie Corbett 

 How to teach story writing at KS1. Pie Corbett 

 How to teach fiction writing at KS2 Pie Corbett 

 Get your head around punctuation (…and how to teach it) 
 
The following website has useful Talk For Writing resources and links to Pie Corbett video demonstrations 
http://www.talk4writing.com/id6.html 
 

Throughout this document, there are references to ‘Grammar For Writing’ in blue, and references to Alan Peat’s ‘Writing Exciting Sentences’ in 
red.  These are excellent resources and should be used alongside this document.  Part 3 of Grammar for Writing contains a detailed breakdown of 
organizational and language features of all text types. 
 

http://www.talk4writing.com/id6.html
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Planning 
 
The three key components of teaching fiction and non-fiction through Talk For Writing across the curriculum are: 
 
IMITATION - using a strong shared text as a model from which children internalise the key language features  

INNOVATATION –using the structure and language patterns of the model text for shared planning and writing in a new, but closely related, context, 

INDEPENDENT APPLICATION – children independently writing that text type in literacy lessons and across the curriculum 

We also follow this sequence for each unit: 
 

- Cold Write – the children write a ‘cold’ version of the genre they are studying. This should be with no input. This will be used as an 
assessment piece , to inform the planning of the unit. 

- Have a go writing – during the immersion stage, there will be ‘Have a Go’ writing opportunities for the children to try out different genres of 
writing. These can be free from success criteria. 

- Hot write – at the end of the unit, the children will write a ‘hot’ version of the genre they have been studying.  This can be used as an 
assessment piece and for the children to see how much they have improved across the unit. 

 

Reception 

 Introduce the planning tool (story mountain) 

 Whole class retelling of stories 

 Understanding of beginning, middle and end 

 Retell simple 5 part story (Once upon a time, First/then/next, but, so, finally… happily ever after) 

 Write factual writing closely linked to a story 

 Write factual sentences based around a theme (names, labels, captions, lists, diagrams, messages) 

 Introduce simple sentences 

 Introduce simple connectives (and, who, until, but) 

 Say a sentence, write and read it back to check it makes sense 

 Write compound sentences using connectives (coordinating conjunctions) and/but, -ly openers luckily, unfortunately  

 Use repetition for rhythm or description (he walked and he walked, a lean cat, a mean cat) 

 Introduce these determiners (the, a, my, your, this, that, his, her, their, some, all) 

 Introduce these prepositions (up, down, in, into, out, to, onto) 

 Introduce some adjectives (old, little, big, small, quiet) 
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 Introduce some adverbs (luckily, unfortunately, fortunately) 

 Introduce some similes – using like. 

 Introduce finger spaces 

 Introduce full stops 

 Introduce capital letters 
 

Terminology that the children will use: 
 
Finger space 
Letter 
Word 
Sentence 
Full stop 
Capital letter 
Simile 
 

Year 1 
 
At the beginning of year 1, not all pupils will have the spelling and handwriting skills to write down everything that they can compose out loud. 
 
Pupils should understand, through demonstration, the skills and processes essential to writing; that is, thinking aloud as they collect ideas, 
drafting and re-reading to check their meaning is clear.  
 
Pupils’ writing during Year 1 will generally develop at a slower pace than their reading. This is because they need to encode the sounds they hear 
in words (spelling skills), develop the physical need for handwriting, and learn how to organize their ideas in writing. 
 
Teachers should ensure that their teaching develops pupils’ oral vocabulary as well as their ability to understand and use a variety of grammatical 
structures, giving particular support to pupils whose oral language skills are insufficiently developed. 

Word level  
 

Sentence Level  Text Level  

  Structure and 
Organisation  

Composition and Effect 

Adjectives (2A sentences pg 13) to embellish 
simple sentences 
 

Finger spaces 
 
Write simple and compound sentences (and 

Proofreading their texts 
– ensure it makes 
sense and add missing 

Starting to show 
awareness of the reader. 
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Descriptive techniques – similes (…like a… as 
a… sentences pg 15) 
 
Understand word classes (noun, verb, adjective, 
adverb) 
 
Understand that every sentence has a noun and 
a verb. 
 
Connectives (and, but, because, or, so, so that, 
then, that, while, when, where) 
 
Connectives to open sentences (while, when, 
where. Time connectives) 
 
Variation in sentence starters to add interest (-ly 
openers – fortunately, unfortunately, sady) 
 
Synonyms 
 
Pronouns 
 
Introduce these propositions: inside, outside, 
towards, across, under. 
 
Introduce these determiners: the, a, my, your, an, 
this, that, his, her, their, some, all, lots of, many, 
more, those, these) 
 
Alliteration 
 
Similes (as…as…) 
 
 
 
 

understand this terminology – use 1 part and 2 
part sentence terminology alongside this). 
Understand that ‘and’ can be used to join 2 
clauses. Compound using and, but, so. 
 
Write complex sentences using who. 
 
Understand and use different types of sentences 
(statements, questions, exclamations) 
 
Full stops (explicitly teach this – children to 
understand what a sentence is) 
 
Question mark (introduce) 
 
Exclamation mark (introduce) 
 
Capitalization rules (introduce) 
 
Bullet point (introduce) 
 
Speech marks (introduce) 
 
Commas in lists (and/or) (list sentences pg 43) 
 
Oral rehearsal prior to writing sentences. 
Children re read sentences to ensure they make 
sense. 
 
Using a capital letter for names of people, places, 
the days of the week, and the personal pronoun 
‘I’ 

punctuation 
 
Note taking (introduce) 
 
Paragraphing (new time 
or place) (introduce) 
 
Use of thesaurus (ipad) 
to find synonyms. 
 
Sequencing sentences 
to form short narratives. 
 
 

Evidence of language 
chosen to match the 
subject matter.  
 
Children should be able to 
say out loud what they are 
going to write about. 
 
Children should compose 
a sentence orally before 
writing it. 
 
Children should be able to 
read back their own 
writing and check that it 
makes sense. 
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Terminology that the children will use: 
 
Punctuation 
Question mark 
Exclamation mark 
Speech mark 
Bullet point 
Singular/plural 
Adjective 
Verb 
Noun 
Adverb 
Connective 
Alliteration 
Simile 
Letter  
Capital letter 
Word 
Sentence 
 
 

Key Outcomes – Year 1 
 

Narrative 
 
Stories: 

 Understand time and sequential relationships in stories 

 Identify and discuss reasons for events in stories 

 Discuss familiar story themes and relate to own experience. 

 Use story structures to write their own stories 

 Compare books by the same author – settings, characters, themes. 

 Children plan stories using a story mountain – understand the 5 parts of a story (opening, build up, problem/dilemma, resolution, endning) 
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 Plan openings around character(s), setting, time of day and type of weather 
 
 

Non-fiction 
 
Information texts: 

 Understand the distinction between fact and fiction; to use terms fact, fiction and non-fiction appropriately  

 Pose questions and record these in writing 

 Write their own information text (introduction, simple factual sentences around a theme, concluding statement) 
Letter writing:  

 Understand the basic conventions for letter writing (address, date, opening and closing).  

 Understand the purpose of a letter 

 Write their own letters 
Explanations: 

 Produce a simple flowchart/diagram that explains a process. 
Recounts 

 Write a simple recount 
 
 

Year 2  
 
Reading and listening to whole books, not simply extracts, helps pupils to increase their vocabulary and grammatical knowledge, including their 
knowledge of the vocabulary and grammar of Standard English. 
 
Pupils should understand, through being shown, the skills and processes essential to writing: that is, thinking aloud as they collect ideas, drafting 
and re-reading to check their meaning is clear. 
 
Drama and role-play can contribute to the quality of pupils’ written outcomes by providing opportunities for pupils to develop and order their ideas 
by playing roles and improvising scenes in various settings. 
 
Pupils might draw on, and use, new vocabulary from their reading, their discussions about it (one-to-one and as a whole class) and from their 
wider experiences. 
 
Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  

- writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 
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- writing about real events 
- writing poetry 
- writing for different purposes. 

 

Word Level  
 

Sentence Level  Text Level  

  Structure and 
Organisation  

Composition and Effect 

Adjectives GFW 52 (3 ed sentences pg 17, 
emotion word comma sentences pg 29) 2 
adjectives to describe nouns 
 
Alliteration 
 
Adverbs and common adverbials (eg. Later that 
day)  for description or information. (Double ly 
sentences pg 39)  
 
Understand word classes (noun, verb, adjective, 
adverb) GFW 34-35 
 
Adverbs to express time (then, next, soon, 
therefore) – use the language of time to structure 
a sequence of events. 
 
Descriptive techniques (similes simile sentences 
pg 15, metaphors and personification) 
 
Powerful verbs (experiment with changing simple 
verbs in sentences and discussing their impact) 
GFW 78-79 
 
Powerful speech verbs 

 
Connectives (because, if, when) 

Appropriate use of exclamation marks and 
question marks. GFW 38-39 
 
Speech marks and other rules for speech new 
line, new speaker. Capital letter for start of 
speech. GFW 40-41 
 
Full stops  GFW 44-45 
 
Capitalization rules  
 
Commas in lists (and/or) (list sentences pg 43 
3_ed sentences pg 17) GFW 46-47 
 
List of three for descriptions (He wore old shoes, 
a dark cloak and a red hat) 
 
Start to use narrative between speech in stories. 
 
Expanded noun phrases for description and 
specification. 
  
Apostrophes for contraction 
  
Subordination (when, if, that, because) 
 
Coordination (or, and, but) ) (BOYS sentences pg 

Proofreading their texts 
– ensure it makes 
sense and add missing 
punctuation 
 
Note taking  
 
Paragraphing (new time 
or place) 
 
Headings and sub 
headings 
 
Consistent tense 
(present and past. Use 
of the continuous past 
tense to show actions 
in progress eg. She 
was shouting) GFW 36-
37 
 
Use of thesaurus (ipad) 
to find synonyms  
 
 
 

Writing has increasingly 
sufficient detail to aid the 
readers’ understanding 
and sustain interest. 
 
Children begin to use 
adventurous vocabulary 
for particular effect or 
technical accuracy. 
 
Children plan or say aloud 
what they they are going 
to write about. 
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Use of connectives to open sentences 
 
Use of adverbs to open sentences (usually, 
eventually, finally, carefully, slowly) 
 
Pronouns (distinguishing personal pronouns and 
possessive pronouns, distinguishing the 1

st
, 2

nd
, 

3
rd

 person forms of pronouns, how pronouns 
mark gender) GFW 62 
 
Subordinating conjunctions (what, while, where, 
because, then, so that, if, to , until (eg. While the 
animals were munching their breakfast, two 
visitors arrived. During the autumn, when the 
weather is cold, the leaves fall off trees) 
Generalisers for information (most dogs, some 
cats) GFW 66 
 
 

11) 
 
Sentences of different forms: statements, 
questions, exclamation and commands – 
understand how the grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function. 
 
 
Joining comma (use a joining word after a joining 
comma) (BOYS sentences pg 11) 
 
Commas for embedded clauses (introduce) who, 
which, where sentences pg 31GFW 70 
 
Commas after –ly openers. 
 
Grammatical agreement – matching verbs and 
pronouns correctly GFW 62 
 
Introduce ellipsis 
 
Vary sentence length (long sentences to add 
description, short sentences for emphasis) 

Terminology that the children will use: 
Apostrophe 
Comma 
Speech Mark 
Suffix 
Verb 
Adverb 
Bossy verb 
Tense (past, present, future) 
Adjective 
Noun 
Noun phrase 
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Statement  
Question 
Generaliser 
Exclamation 
Command 
Compound 
Adjective 
 

Narrative  
 
 
Stories: 

 Use of a story mountain to plan narrative – identify and map main points in stories – understand 5 parts to a story with more complex vocabulary (In a 
land far away, one bright, cold morning, later that day, to his amazement, as soon as, luckily, fortunately 

 Discuss and compare story themes 

 Predict story endings 

 Write endings that are sections and not one final sentence (suggest how the main character is feeling in the final situation) 

 Discuss story settings – use setting as a basis for story writing 

 Identify and describe characters – write character profiles  

 Re tell stories  

 Compare books by the same author and form preferences giving reasons. 

 Write sustained stories, using their knowledge of story elements, narrative, settings, characterization, dialogue and the language of story 
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Non fiction 
 

 To read about authors from information on book covers (to become aware of authorship and publication) 
 
 
Instructions – 

 Write their own set of instructions (clear statement of purpose, numbered steps, ‘bossy’ (imperative) verbs, helpful adjectives use of diagrams) 
 
Explanations  

 Use dictionaries and glossaries to locate words, understand the purpose of a glossary 

 Use other alphabetically ordered texts (indexes, registers etc).  

 Read flow charts and cyclical diagrams that explain a process. 

 Make dictionaries and glossaries giving explanations and definitions. 

 Write their own explanations. 
 
Non chronological reports/Information texts GFW 50-51 

 Make simple notes.  

 Write own NCR and Info text with appropriate language and layout features 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 3 
 
Pupils should continue to have opportunities to write for a range of real purposes and audience as part of their work across the curriculum. Thes 
purposes and audiences should underpin the decisions about the form of writing should take, such as narrative, an explanation or a description. 
 
Pupils should understand, through being shown these, the skills and processes that are essential for writing: that is, thinking aloud to explore and 
collect ideas, drafting, and re-reading to check their meaning is clear, including doing so as the writing develops.  Pupils should be taught to 
momitor whether their own writing makes sense in the same way that they monitor their reading, checking at different levels. 
 

Word Level  
 

Sentence Level  Text Level   

  Structure and Composition and Effect 



Fairlawn Primary School. Writing Curriculum. 2014-2015                                                                           
 

Organisation  

Using conjunctions (eg when, before, after, while, 
so, because), adverbs (eg. then, soon, next, 
therefore) and prepositions (eg. before, after, 
during, in, because of) to express time and cause. 
 
Conjunctions (when, so, before, after, while, 
because, if, though) GFW 66 
 
Prepositions (before, during, after, in, because of) 
 
Collecting and classifying adverbs – use adverbs 
at the start of sentences to add detail, use 
adverbial phrases to start (fronted adverbials) 
 
Words and phrases to signal time sequences 
GFW 68 
 
Understand pluralisation – inclusing collective 
nouns, nouns that can’t be pluralised GFW 54 
 
The grammatical difference between plural s and 
possessive. 
 
Children progressively build a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 
structures.  
 
Collecting and classifying adjectives. 
 
Understand differences between verbs in the 1

st
, 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 person GFW 60 
 
Ensure grammatical agreement in speech and 
writing of pronouns and verbs GFW 60 

Commas in lists (and/or) (list sentences 3_ed 
sentences pg 17, 2 pairs sentences pg 19) 
 
-ing clauses as starters eg. Sighing, the boy 
finished his homework) emotion comma 
sentences pg 29 
 
Joining comma (use a joining word after a joining 
comma) (BOYS sentences pg 11) 
 
Use of the perfect form of the verb to mark 
relationships of time and cause (eg. I have written 
it down so we can check what he said) 
 
Introduce the children to the term ‘clause’ – 
understand what it is. Understand what a 
‘subordinate clause’ is.  Understand that a 
complex sentence is made up of a main clause 
and a subordinate clause  
 
Introduce commas for subordination at the start 
of a sentence (if, though, because, since, after, 
before, when, although) (verb, person sentences 
pg 23.and emotion word, sentences pg 29, 
…ing,…ed sentences pg 55) 
 
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within a 
sentence to avoid ambiguity and repetition. 
 
Apostrophes to mark singular and plural 
possession  
 
Inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
 

Paragraphing- grouping 
related material.  GFW 
48-49, 84 
 
Note taking 
 
To distinguish between 
1

st
 person and 3

rd
 

person accounts. 

Details of events or 
characters are included to 
maintain interest. 
 
In narratives creating 
settings, characters and 
plot. 
 
Using simple 
organizational devices in 
non narrative material 
(eg.headings, sub 
headings) 
 
Children consistently use 
adventurous vocabulary 
for particular effect or 
technical accuracy. 
 
Identify typical story 
themes 
 
 
Plan main points as a 
structure for story writing, 
considering how to 
capture points in a few 
words that can be 
elaborated later 
 
Language to create 
effects – eg. Building 
tension, suspense, 
creating moods, setting 
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Use adjectives to create interest in openers (the 
golden sun shone..). Understand how the use of 
expressive and descriptive language can create 
moods, arouse expectations, build tension, 
describe attitudes or emotions). Sentence of three 
for description (The cottage was almost invisible, 
hiding under a thick layer of snow and glistening 
in the sunlight) 
 
Noun phrases as openers (The little, old man..) 
 
Pronouns (distinguish between personal an 
possessive, distinguish between 1

st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 

person forms of pronouns, investigate how 
pronouns are used to mark gender) GFW 62 
 
Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition. 
 
Adverbs (collect and classify) GFW 80 double ly 
sentences pg 39 
 
Introduce these prepositions: next to, by the side 
of, in front of, during, through, throughout, 
because of 
 
Powerful verbs GFW 78 
 
Boastful language (magnificent, fantastic, 
unbelievable) 
 
Correct use of a or an 

Using commas to separate speech from the 
reporting clause. GFW 64-65 
 
Commas for embedded clauses. GFW 82 
 
To use verb tenses with increasing accuracy. Use 
past tense consistently for narration  GFW pg 36-
37 
 
Vary long and short sentences 

scenes. 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of their own 
and others’ writing and 
suggest improvements. 
 
Propose changes to 
grammar and vocabulary 
to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use 
of pronouns in sentences. 
 
Proof read for spelling and 
punctuation errors. 
 
Read aloud their own 
writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and 
controlling the tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 
 
 

Terminology that the children will use: 
Clause 
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Subordinate clause 
Determiner 
Synonyms 
Relative clause 
Relative pronoun 
Imperative 
Word family 
Conjunction 
Adverb 
Preposition 
Direct speech 
Inverted commas 
Prefix 
Consonant/vowel 
Inverted commas (or speech marks) 
 
 

Narrative 
 
Stories: 

 Identify and discuss main and recurring characters. Evaluate behavior and justify their views. 

 Develop the use of settings in their own stories by: writing short descriptions, writing descriptions in the style of a familiar story, investigate and collect 
sentences/phrases for story openings and closings) 

 Plan stories (story mountain/mao/’boxing-up’ grid) – 5 parts to a story further developed (Intro – should include detailed descriptions of settings or 
characters, build up – build in some suspense towards the problem,  problem/dilemma – include detail of action/dialogue, resolution – should link with 
the problem, ending – clear ending should link back to the start, show how the character os feeling, how the character/situation has changed since 
the beginning) 

 Write character portraits 

 Write character sketches – focusing on small details to evoke sympathy or dislike. 

 Understand how writers create imaginary worlds and how they use detail 

 Write extended stories 

 Write book reviews 

 Write a 1
st
 person account.  

 Write sequels to well known stories 

 Identify and map main points in a story. 
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 Be aware of the different voices in stories using dramatized readings showing differences between the narrator and different characters. 
 
Playscripts 

 Read, prepare and present playscripts – how are settings indicated, story lines made clear? 

 Chart the build up of a play scene  (How scene starts, how dialogue is expressed and how scenes are concluded) 

 Write simple playscripts. 

 Recognize the key differences between prose and playscript eg. By looking at dialogue, stage-directions, layout of text). Write for a known audience  
 

Non fiction  
 
Letter writing: 

 Read examples of letters written for different purposes (to recount, explain, enquire, complain, congratulate, comment) Understand form and layout 
including the use of paragraphs, ways of starting/endings and ways of addressing different audiences (formal/informal). 

 Write their own letters, organizing into simple paragraphs. 
 
Non chronological reports/information texts: 

 Write simple non chronological reports from known information eg. From their own experience or from texts read, using notes made to organize and 
present ideas. 

 Make clear notes through: discussing the purpose and looking at examples, identifying key words/phrases, exploring ways of writing ideas (notes, 
lists, telegrams) to understand that some words are more essential to meaning than others 

 
 
 

Year 4 
 

  

Word Level  
 

Sentence Level  Text Level  

  Structure and 
Organisation  

Composition and Effect 

Compare sentences from narrative and 
information texts (narrative in past tense, 
explanations in present) forecasts/directions in 
future. 
 
Link adjectives to expressive and figurative 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition 
phrases. 
 
Understand what a ‘subordinate clause’ is.  
Understand that a complex sentence is made up 

Use of paragraphs to 
organize ideas around 
a theme. 
GFW 92-93 
 

Details are included which 
aid the readers’ 
understanding. 
 
Specific detail and 
humour are included to 
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language (adjectival phrases, comparative and 
superlative adjectives) 
 
Relating adjectives to suffixes which indicate 
degrees of intensity (very, quite, most, more). 
Investigating which words can be intensified in 
this way and which can’t GFW 86 
 
 
Connectives to make relationships between ideas 
and statements (also, in addition, contrary to, 
despite etc) 
 
Connectives eg. Adverbs, adverbial phrases, 
conjunctions to structure an argument (if, then, on 
the other hand, finally) GFW 98-99. If, if, then, 
sentences pg 27) 
 
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition. 
 
 

of a main clause and a subordinate clause 
 
Develop complex sentences: 

 -ed’ clauses as starters (Frightened, Tom 
ran straight home t avoid being caught) 
emotion word, comma sentence pg 29 

 Expanded ‘ing’ clauses as starters 
(Grinning menacingly, he slipped the 
treasure into his rucksack) ing, ed 
sentences pg 55 

 Drop in ‘ing’ clause (Jane, laughing at the 
teacher, fell off her chair) 

 
Fronted adverbials 
 
Use of commas after fronted adverbials. GFW 
82-83 
 
Use of commas to embed clauses 
 
Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis. (O. (I.) sentences pg 25) 
 
Relative clauses beginning with who, which, 
where, why, whose, that, or an omitted relative 
pronoun.  
 
Regularly use a variation of sentence structure. 
 
Apostrophe for omission and possession GFW 88 
 
Children re-read their own writing to check for 
grammatical sense (coherence) and accuracy 
(agreement); to identify errors and to suggest 
alternative constructions GFW 74-75 

entertain the reader. 
 
Children begin to use 
styles of studied authors 
and genres. 
 
Begin to express 
viewpoint in their writing. 
Explore chronology in 
narrative – are there 
jumps in time? Are some 
events skimmed over 
quickly? Told in detail? 
 
Identify and map key 
points in a story. 
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Understand how dialogue is set out and use 
these conventions in their writing (new speaker = 
new line. Comma before speech marks, comma 
after the reporting clause) GFW 108 
 
Start a sentence with a simile (As curved as a 
ball, the moon shone brightly in the night sky) 
Children understand the significance of word 
order (eg. Some reordering may destroy 
meaning; some makes sense but changes 
meaning; sentences can be re-ordered to retain 
meaning.GFW 90 
 
To be able to identify whether it is more effective 
to use a comma, a connective or a full stop GFW 
90 
 
Dialogue + verb + adverb (“Hello”, she 
whispered, shyly) 
 
Full punctuation for direct speech 

Terminology that the children will use: 
 
Pronoun 
Possessive Pronoun 
Adverbial 
Fronted adverbial 
Apostrophe – possession 
Determiner  
 

Narrative  
 
Stories: 
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 Compare and contrast settings across arrange of stories – make use of adjectives and figurative language to effectively describe their own settings. 

 Plan openings using description/action 

 Build in suspense writing to introduce the dilemma 

 Write alternative endings 

 Clear distinction between resolution and ending. Ending should include reflection on events or the characters. 

 Write stories with Chapters. 
 

Non Fiction 
 
Persuasion: GFW 98 

 Read, compare and evaluate examples of arguments and discussions. 

 Understand how arguments are presented (ordering the points to link them together so that one follows from another; how statistics, graphs etc can 
be used to support an argument) 

 From persuasive writing examples, investigate how style and vocab are used to convince the intended reader 

 Evaluate advertisements for their impact, appeal and honesty, focusing in detail on how info about the product is presented: exaggerated claims, 
tactics for grabbing attention, linguistic devices,  

 Present a pint of view in writing linking points persuasively and selecting style and vocabulary appropriate to the reader. 

 Design an advertisement such as a poster or radio jingle on paper or screen, making use of linguistic features and other features learnt through 
studying examples. 

 
Newspapers: 

 Understand and use terms ‘fact’ and ‘opinion’ 

 Identify the main features of newspapers, including layouts, range of information, voice, level of formality; organization of articles, advertisements and 
headlines. 

 Predict newspaper stories from the headlines 

 Note taking – edit down a sentence or passage by deleting the less important elements. 

 Prepare for factual research by reviewing what is known, what is needed, what is available and where one might search. 

 Write newspaper style reports including: (composing headlines, using IT to draft and layout reports, editing stories to fit a particular space, organising 
writing into paragraphs 
 

 
Non chronological reports: 

 Non chronological reports – introductions to orientate the reader, use of generalisations to categorise, language to describe and differentiate, 
impersonal language, mostly present tense) 
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Explanations: 

 Explanations – write explanations that explain a process with an introduction, followed by sequential explanation organised into paragraphs. 
Language features: usually present tense, use connectives of time and cause and effect, use of passive voice. Presentation: use of 
diagrams/illustrations 

 Improve the cohesion of written explanations through paragraphing and the use of link phrases and organisational devices such as sub heading s and 
numbering. 

 
 

Year 5 
 
Pupils should understand, through being shown, the skills and processes essential for writing: that is, thinking aloud to generate ideas, drafting 
and re-reading to check that the meaning is clear. 
 
Children should be able to perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume and movement so that meaning is clear. 
 

Word Level  
 

Sentence Level  Text Level  

  Structure and 
Organisation  

Composition and Effect 

Use of phrases in opposition to open sentences 
(eg. Although I had thought that… I discovered…. 
Having decided to.. I actually… Despite James’ 
plan to…) gfw 98-99 
 
Use of contextual phrases of time, place or 
scenario to introduce ideas and events 
 
Indicating degrees of possibility using modal 
verbs (eg. Might, should, will, must) or adverbs 
(perhaps, surely)  
 
Revise and extend learning about verbs (tenses, 
investigating how different tenses are formed by 
using different auxillary verbs, verb forms (active, 

Expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely (eg. The boy that jumped 
over the fence is over there, or the fact that it was 
raining meant the end of sports day) 
 
To understand the basic conventions of standard 
English and consider when and why it is used 
(agreement between nouns and verbs, 
consistency of tense and subject, avoidance of 
double negatives, avoidance of non-standard 
dialect) GFW 102 
 
Understand the difference between direct and 
reported speech GFW 108-109 
 

Devices to build 
cohesion within a 
paragraph (eg. Then, 
after that, this, firstly) 
 
Linking ideas across 
paragraphs using 
adverbials of time (eg. 
Later), place (eg 
nearby), and number 
(secondly) or tense 
choice (eg. he had 
seen her before) 
 

Compare story openings 
 
Compare story structures 
(pace, build up, sequence, 
complication and 
resolution) 
 
Experiment with 
alternative ways to open 
stories (eg. Using 
description, action or 
dialogue) 
 
Identify the audience for 
and the purpose of the 
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interrogative, imperative), person (1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
) 

 
Identify, classify and use a range of prepositions 
GFW 120 
 
Advanced descriptive technique – metaphor, 
personificantion, onaomatopoeia 
 
Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural  
, distinguishing between the language of speech 
and writing and choosing the appropriate 
regiaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce use of semi colon, colon and dash to 
mark boundary between independent clauses. 
(De:De sentences pg 21, some;others sentences 
pg 45) GFW132-135 
 
Use of colon to introduce a list. 
 
Bullet points to list information. 
 
Introduce using hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 
 
Use a variety of sentence structures for effect 
(eg.short sentences for suspense or clarification) 
 
Investigate clauses (identifying main clauses, 
investigate sentences that contain more that one 
clause, understand how clauses are connected) 
GFW 122 
 
Develop use of complex sentences: 

 Expanded –ed clauses as starters 
(Encouraged by the bright weather, Jane 
set out for a long walk) 

 Elaboration of starters using adverbial 
phrases (Beyond the dark gloom of the 
cave, Zach saw the wizard move) 

 Relative clauses (The lesser know Bristol 
dragon, recognized by purple spots, is 
rarely seen. 

 The more, the more sentences pg 51 
 

Commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity. 
 

Sentence reshaping techniques  
 

writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and 
using other similar writing 
as models for their own. 
 
In writing narratives, 
considering how authors 
have developed 
characters and settings in 
what they have read, 
listened to or seen 
performed. 
 
Select appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such 
choices can change and 
enhance meaning. 
 
In narratives, describing 
settings, characters and 
atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to 
convey character and 
advance the action. 
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Moving sentence chunks (how, when, where) for  
different effects 
 
Stage directions in speech (speech+verb+Action) 
 
Ensure consistent and correct use of tense 
through a piece of writing. 
 
Ensure consistent and correct use of tense 
through a piece of writing.  

Terminology used by the children 
 
Metaphor 
Personification 
Modal verb 
Parenthesis 
Bracket – dash 
Cohesion 
Ambiguity 
Metaphor 
Personification 
Onomatopoeia  
Rhetorical question 
Relative pronoun 
Relative clause 
 

Narrative GFW 112 
  

 Identify social, moral or cultural issues in stories and discuss how the characters deal with them. 

 Write critically about an issue or dilemma raised in a story, explaining the problem, alternative causes of action and evaluating the writer’s solut ion. 

 Write a story about a dilemma and the issues it raises for the characters. 

 Investigate how characters are presented referring to the text: through dialogue, action and description; how the reader responds to them (As victims, 
heroes etc); through examining their relationships with other characters. 

 Consider how texts can be rooted in the writer’s experience. 

 Understand dramatic conventions including: the conventions of scripting and how characters can be communicated in words and gestures. 
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 Annotate a section of playscript as a preparation for performance, taking into account pace, movement, gesture and delivery of lines) 

 Write own playscripts (including production notes) 

 Write new scenes or characters into a story, in the manner of the writer, maintaining consistency of character and styl, using paragraphs to organize 
and develop detail 

 Investigate different versions of the same story in print or on film – treatment of plot and characters, losing the narrator etc 

 Change point of view eg. Tell incident or describe a situation from the point of view of another character or perspective 

 Explore the challenge and appeal of older literature through: listening to older literature being read aloud; reading accessible poems, stories and 
extracts; reading extracts from classic serials shown on television; discussing difference in language used. 

 Plan openings using description/action/dialogue  

 The use of 5 part story structure – writing could start ay any of the 5 points. This may include a flashback (Introduction – should include 
action/description – character or setting/dialogue. Build up – develop suspense techniques, Problem/dilemma – may be more than one problem to be 
resolves. Resolution – clear links with the dilemma, Ending – character could reflect on events ,any changes or lesson, look forward to the future, ask 
a question) 

 

Non Fiction  
Biographies: 

 To distinguish between biography and autobiography. Compose a biographical account based on research  
 
Instructions: GFW 110 
Recounts: 

 To identify the features of recounted texts (introduction to orientate reader, chronological sequence, supporting illustrations, degree of formality 
adopted, use of connectives. 

 To write recounts  
 

Year 6 
 

Word Level  
 

Sentence Level  Text Level  

Consistently using adventurous vocabulary 
accurately and appropriately. 
 
Understand all word classes. 
 
Investigate connecting words and phrases (collect 
examples, use the thesaurus, study how points 

Revise previous learning (word classes, re 
expressing sentences in different order, 
construction of complex sentences, conventions 
of standard English, adapting texts for particular 
readers and purposes) 
 
Secure use of complex sentences GFW 116 

Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range 
of cohesive devices: semantic cohesion (eg. 
Repetition of a word or phrase), grammatical 
connections (eg. The use of adverbials such as on 
the other hand, in contrast or as a consequence) and 
ellipsis. 
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are typically connected in different types of texts 
(position, sequence, logic) Identify connectives 
which have multiple purposes. GFW 130-131 
 
The difference between vocabulary typical of 
informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for 
formal speech and writing (eg find out – discover; 
ask for – request; fo in – enter) 
 
Understand how words are related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms (eg big, large, little) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use of the passive voice to affect the 
presentation of information in a sentence (eg. I 
broke the window in the greenhouse vs The 
window in the greenhouse is broken)  GFW 128-
129 
 
 
The difference between structures typical of 
informal speech and structures appropriate for 
formal speech and writing  (such as the use of 
question tags He’s your friend, isn’t her? Or the 
use of the subjunctive in some very formal writing 
and speech. 
 
Gapping comma. 
 
Use a wide range of punctuation to enhance 
meaning and effect 
 
Investigate conditionals in past and future, 
experimenting with transformations, discussing 
effects  eg. Speculating about possible cases 
(past) reviewing a range of options and their 
outcomes 
 
Secure use of semi colons, colons and dashes to 
mark the boundary between independent clauses 
GFW 132 Imagine 3 examples: sentences pg 59 
 
Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of 
semi colons within lists 
 
Understand how hyphens can be used to avoid 
ambiguity (eg man eating shark vs  man-eating 
shark) 

Within paragraphs – setting up an idea and then 
developing it further (eg. Sloths have specially 
adapted claws and are expert climbers. This vital 
skill…) 
 
Analyse how individual paragraphs are structured in 
writing, eg. Comments sequenced to follow the 
shifting thoughts of a character, examples listed to 
justify a point and reiterated to give it force. GFW 
144-145 
 
Children have excellent knowledge of the features of 
the selected  genre (language conventions, 
grammatical features) 
 
Writing is structured, sophisticated and imaginative. 
 
Elements of dialogue, action and description are 
closely interwoven. 
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Bullet points to list information 
 
 
 

Terminology that the children will use: 
Active and passive voice 
Subject and object 
Hyphen 
Synonym 
Antonymn 
Ellipsis 
Colon 
Semi-colon 
Bullet points 
 

Narrative 
 

 Manipulate narrative perspective by: writing in the voice and style of a text, producing a modern re telling, writing a story with 2 different narrators. 

 Think about how authors handle time (flashbacks within stories) 

 Write own story using flashbacks or a story within a story 

 Study in depth the horror genre and produce an extended piece of similar writing 

 Analyse the success of texts and writers in evoking particular responses in the reader. 

 Compare and contrast the work of a single writer; 

 Planning stories to include suspense, cliff hangers, flashbacks/forwards, time slips) Story may start at any point on the 5 part structure. Main plot 
consistently working from plan. 

 When writing stories, build in features to create effects (eg. Alliteration, onomatopoeia, similes, metaphors) 

 Secure development of characterisation 
 

Non Fiction 
 
Explanations: 
 

 Read a range of explanatory texts, investigating and noting features of impersonal style (eg. Complex sentences, use of passive voice, technical 
vocab, hypothetical language, use of words/phrases to make it sequential, causal, logical connections) 
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Persuasive: GFW 138, irony sentences pg 57 

 Evaluate texts critically to see how different sources treat the same information. 

 Read and evaluate letters intended to inform, protest, complain, persuade. Read other examples abd compare (deliberate use of ambiguity, half-truth, 
bias, how opinion can be disguised to sound like fact) 

 Collect and investigate the use of persuasive devices eg. Words and phrases eg. Surely, it wouldn’t be difficult…, persuasive definitions eg no-one 
but a complete idiot…, every right thinking person would… the real truth is… rhetorical questions are we expected to…? Where will future audiences 
come from? Pandering, condescension eg Naturally, it takes time for local residents… deliberate ambiguities eg. Probably the best in the world, 
known to cure all.., the professional’s choice 

 Write a commentary on an issue on paper or screen setting out and justifying a personal view. 

 Construct an argument in note form or full text to persuade others of a point of view. 

Recognise how arguments are constructed to be effective, through, e.g.: 

 the expression, sequence and linking of points; 

 the provision of persuasive examples, illustrations and evidence; 

 pre-empting or answering potential objections; 

 appealing to the known views and feelings of the audience; 

identify the features of balanced written arguments which, e.g.: 

 summarise different sides of an argument; 

 clarify the strengths and weaknesses of different positions; 

 signal personal opinion clearly; 

Construct effective arguments: 

 developing a point logically and effectively; 

 supporting and illustrating points persuasively; 

 anticipating possible objections; 

 harnessing the known views, interests and feelings of the audience; 

 tailoring the writing to formal presentation where appropriate; 

Write a balanced report of a controversial issue: 

 summarising fairly the competing views; 

 analysing strengths and weaknesses of different positions; 
 
 
 

Biography/autobiography: 

 Prepare a CV (autobiographical writing) 
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Journalistic 

 Develop journalistic style through considering: balanced and ethical reporting, what is of public interest, selection and presentation of information. 

 Use the styles and conventions of journalism to report on real or imagined events 

 Read and understand examples of official language and its characteristic features, e.g. through discussing consumer information, legal documents, layouts, 
use of footnotes, instructions, parentheses, headings, appendices and asterisks; 

Discuss the way standard English varies in different contexts, e.g. why legal language is necessarily highly formalised, why questionnaires must be specific. 
 

 


