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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Family History Resources for Missionary Work segment is an overview of how to use family history as a missionary tool.



“Family history is a powerful 
resource to use in finding 
those whom the Lord is 
preparing to receive the 
restored gospel.”
Preach My Gospel: A Guide to Missionary Service
(2004), 165

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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“The Prophet Elijah was to plant in the hearts of the 
children the promises made to their fathers.” 

Doctrine and Covenants 138:47

Promises

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elijah restored the keys for the “great latter-day work” of this final dispensation (D&C 138:53). “The Prophet Elijah was to plant in the hearts of the children the promises made to their fathers; foreshadowing the great work to be done in the temples of the Lord in the dispensation of the fullness of times, for the redemption of the dead, and the sealing of the children to their parents, lest the whole earth be smitten with a curse and utterly wasted at his coming” (D&C 138:47—48). 



What happens in the heart?

What do you feel?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is it that happens in the heart?What do you feel as you participate in this great work of salvation for your own ancestors?



“When our hearts 
turn to our ancestors, 
something changes 
inside us.”
Elder Russell M. Nelson
"Generations Linked in Love," Ensign
or Liahona, May 2010, 92
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The Spirit of  Elijah Is…

“a manifestation of the Holy Ghost bearing 
witness of the divine nature of the family.”
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Elder Russell M. Nelson 
Ensign, May 1998, 34

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Elijah came to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the children to the fathers. . . . This restoration was accompanied by what is sometimes called the Spirit of Elijah—a manifestation of the Holy Ghost bearing witness of the divine nature of the family” (Russell M. Nelson, Ensign, May 1998, 34).Help all discover what the Spirit of Elijah is—a manifestation of the Holy Ghost.



“I hope to see us dissolve the 
artificial boundary line we so 
often place between missionary 
work and temple and 
genealogical work, because it is 
the same great redemptive 
work!”

President Spencer W. Kimball
In Preach My Gospel, 164



“The time has come for us to 
capitalize more effectively on the 
potent combination of the mighty 
change of heart, made possible 
primarily by the spiritual power of 
the Book of Mormon, and the 
turning of hearts to the fathers, 
accomplished through the Spirit 
of Elijah.”
Elder David A. Bednar
2013 Seminar for New Mission Presidents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Combine the power of the witness of the Book of Mormon with the power of the witness of the Spirit of Elijah that comes with family history.Problem—Missionaries and members can bear witness of the Book of Mormon because they have read it, prayed about it, and received a manifestation of the Holy Ghost. Many have not experienced the manifestation of the Holy Ghost while doing family history and thus are not witnesses.



“The Spirit of Elijah is 
influencing millions of people 
throughout the world to 
search for their ancestors.” 
Preach My Gospel, 163
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Discover
Become witnesses of 
this manifestation of 
the Holy Ghost.

Missionaries and 
active members 
become witnesses by 
personally discovering 
their own family 
history.

Discover and Apply the Spirit of  
Elijah in the Work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Become witnesses of two things: family history work and the Spirit felt in doing it.How can family history help in the work of salvation and in core missionary efforts without being a program?Measure and report on results in the normal way missionaries, wards, and the department report things today.



Apply family history
to existing missionary 
efforts.

Missionaries and members 
apply their newfound 
witness and skills to their 
finding, teaching, retention, 
and activation efforts.

Discover and Apply the Spirit of  
Elijah in the Work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We want this effort to enhance and improve the missionaries experience in the work and the experience of members in hastening the work, and we want it to produce real growth results—all without it becoming another family history or missionary program, just one more thing one has to do.



“Determine what types of 
family history resources are 
available in your area.” 
Preach My Gospel, 164
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Resources 
to help us become witnesses of this 
manifestation of the Holy Ghost

Missionaries and active members become 
fellow witnesses by discovering their own 
family history individually and as families.

Stories
Booklet

FamilySearch.org
Family 
History 
Centers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four current resources that one can use to gain a personal witness of family history and help others to do the same.Stories via normal and natural conversations invite the Spirit, with no other materials, technology, records, and so on needed. Everyone can participate in stories together, no matter what their circumstances.The My Family: Stories That Bring Us Together booklet provides a form and structure to help people start with stories and feel the Spirit immediately. FamilySearch.org provides many more ways to feel the Spirit, provides output that is engaging, and helps new members go to the temple.Family history centers are a help as they rise to their potential in providing a Spirit-filled experience for all visitors and their families. Existing pass-along cards promote visits to family history centers.



“People typically have 
spiritual feelings as they talk 
about families.” 
Preach My Gospel, 165
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Presentation Notes
	



Stories
Start with family stories to invite the Spirit.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important and easy way to feel the Spirit immediatelyNo need for resources. Just basic conversation and questions.



Family Stories and Photos

• Real people
• Real lives
• Real experiences
• Real family 

connections

16

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Family history is not just names and dates.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Video–”He Was a Blacksmith” 



Questions

• Will family history be a comfortable, 
nonthreatening way to share the gospel?

• Is the “turning of the heart” designed by the Lord 
for this purpose?  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this effort is to find the answers to these questions:Would family history be a comfortable, nonthreatening way to open a dialogue with a nonmember friend or family member?Are the broad interest in family history and the consistent feelings in the heart (the Spirit of Elijah) designed by the Lord specifically for this purpose?  Family history can be a very effective missionary tool because family history experiences often lead to spiritual feelings, which can lead to missionary opportunities. The promises made to the fathers were planted in the hearts of all children—not just members of the Church with an interest in temple or family history work.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Video–”Finding through Family History” 



FamilySearch.org—Wonderful Tools Are 
Now Available to Everyone!
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Family Booklet Photos, StoriesRecord Search Family Tree, 
Fan Chart

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many enhancements have been made by the Church to increase participation in family history. Let’s take a look at some of them. 



Let’s Find a Personal Record 
of  an Ancestor
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If Internet access is available, show how easy it is to find a record using FamilySearch.org. You will have the most success searching for records of someone who lived in North America between 1850 and 1940. Ask for a volunteer from the audience to provide a name of his or her ancestor. 



Gathering Stories and Information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the My Family: Stories that Bring Us Together booklet as a tool to help others gather information about their first four generations of ancestors.



“Practice how you will offer 
family history help to those 
you meet.” 
Preach My Gospel, 165

Presenter
Presentation Notes
	



Getting Started
to immediately experience the Spirit

Stories
• Facilitate immediate 

experiences with the Spirit 
through stories.

• Teach the doctrine regarding 
the Spirit of Elijah and its 
influence in the work.

• Discover questions and other 
means to prompt stories.

• Start with ward council and 
active members.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These first two resources (stories and booklets) can be introduced and experienced very easily in one initial session.This session is designed as a one-on-one session, but it can be done on a companionship level, district level, zone, family, mission, and so forth.



Getting Started
to immediately experience the Spirit

Booklet
• Assignment to actually do the steps 

described in the booklet.
• Involve families in appropriate ways.
• Apply the booklet to the work.
• Start with the ward council and active 

members.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The process in the booklet may be used to invite anyone to prepare for ordinances—nonmembers, less-active members, part-member families, prospective elders.



Preserve and share stories, and build your own family tree online.

FamilySearch.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight stories, photos, and other engaging, heart-turning experiences.Experiences in 10 languages.General public and member accounts.Great way to share with dispersed family.Great output (fan chart, for example) that motivates people to get information into FamilySearch.org.Engages younger users very quickly.



FamilySearch.org

Family Tree
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Fan Chart

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After people have gathered information using the booklet, they can enter the information into FamilySearch.org. FamilySearch.org is available in 10 languages for free to both members and nonmembers. The Family Tree on FamilySearch.org is a worldwide pedigree to which anyone can contribute information. When information about your family is entered into Family Tree, you can view and print it using the fun, colorful fan chart. 



Photos and Stories
• Of your ancestors.
• Available to all relatives.
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FamilySearch.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can also add photos and stories of your ancestors using FamilySearch.org. You can then share the information with your entire family. Photos and stories are a great way to turn hearts and to help others feel the spirit of the work.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Video–”I Couldn’t Explain the Feeling” 
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For yourself

For others to feel

For others to understand

Invite the Spirit of  Elijah

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a process you can follow to share the gospel with others through family history: Invite the Spirit of Elijah into your own life.Share family history resources and experiences with others to help them feel the Spirit of Elijah.Invite them to learn why our Church is so interested in family history and to understand the spiritual feelings they experience as they learn about their ancestors. 



For Yourself

• Find records.
• View photos.
• Learn stories.

Have your own 
personal experience 
with the Spirit of 
Elijah.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To invite the Spirit of Elijah for yourself, you can:Find records of your ancestors.Discover their photos and stories, and share them with others using FamilySearch.org.



• Talk with others.
• Share resources.
• Help them feel 

something special 
in their hearts.

For Others to Feel
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can then help others to feel the Spirit of Elijah by talking with them about their ancestors and sharing the Church’s family history resources.



Help them recognize the 
feelings they have as they:

• Find a record.
• Fill out the booklet.
• Talk to family and invite 

them to share the 
experience.

For Others to Feel
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let them talk about their family. Show them how easy it is to find a record.If you don’t have Internet access, you can share the booklet and encourage them to talk with their families to find the information.Encourage others to invite their family members get involved in learning more about their ancestors.



Ask them:
• Do you know why we 

do family history work 
and why we build 
temples?

Invite them to learn why.

For Others to Understand
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Invite them into your home, church, or family history center to discover more about their family history. Invite them to learn why our Church is so interested in family history. 



to enhance finding, teaching, retention and activation efforts
Apply to Existing Efforts

Finding 
Teaching 
Retention 
Activation

Stories

Booklet FamilySearch.org

Family History 
Center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you become witnesses, you will know how to best apply family history in your missionary efforts.



“Convert retention is 
enhanced as new members 
are able to search their 
family roots and perform 
sacred ordinances in behalf 
of their ancestors.” 
Preach My Gospel, 165

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While family history can help all aspects of missionary efforts, retention is one of the key areas in which it can be used.The booklet is an easy way to introduce family history to new converts and lead them to the temple.



Families Can Be Forever
through Ordinances in the Temple
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First Step: Contacting
December 2013

© 2013 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The First Step: Contacting segment provides ideas about how to start conversations with others using family history, share family history resources, and invite others to learn more.



Ask others a question:
• About their ancestors.
• About their family name.
• About famous ancestors.
• About interesting 

stories.
• About their own interest 

and experiences in 
searching for stories.

What to Say?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
How can you talk to someone about family history? Ask them to share their own stories with you about their ancestors. (Don’t get started telling your stories other than to introduce the subject.)[Give participants the Sharing the Gospel through Family History handout]



With the Internet:
• Find a record.
• Share the booklet.
• Invite them to gather 

information.

Without the Internet:
• Invite others to your 

home or a family 
history center.

• Share the booklet to 
help them gather 
information.

Show and Tell
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Offer help to others to learn about the tools and to discover information about ancestors.



Ask them:
• Do you know why we 

do family history work 
and why we build 
temples?

Invite them to learn why.

Transition to a Gospel Discussion
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Invite them into your home, church, or family history center to discover more about their family history. Invite them to learn why our Church is so interested in family history. 



To start entering data 
online and to teach others 
the reasons for family 
history and temple work, 
plan a follow-up lesson:
• In a home, church, or 

family history center.
• With a family history 

consultant.
• And with a missionary.

Plan a Follow-Up Lesson

43

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Invite others to begin to gather information with dates and places, photos, and stories. Then set up a follow-up lesson.Explain that you are going to invite some other people to also come to the next appointment: a family history consultant to help them learn how to log in and use resources on FamilySearch.org and missionaries who will explain to them why we as a Church are so interested in our ancestors and in finding information about them.



Invite Their Friends and Family Also!

44
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Follow-Up Lesson
December 2013
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Follow-Up lesson segment provides instructions on what missionaries and family history consultants can share with investigators, new members, or less-active members in a meeting at a member’s home, church, or family history center.



• Have a prayer.
• Review the booklet.
• Create an account.
• Enter booklet data

online. 
• Find a record.

Lesson Intro
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening prayer“What information were you able to find about your ancestors? Did you find stories and photos? (Let them tell their stories and sense their enthusiasm about their ancestors. What do you feel as you listen?) Review their booklet and the information they have found.  Open FamilySearch.org. Help them create an account, and let them log in. The consultant can help as needed. Help them to enter the first pieces of information about their ancestors. Search for new records with the information, and help them enter data into the family tree. Enter one or two photos to help them feel comfortable with the process.



• “Do you know why we 
build temples?”

Transition to 
Missionary Message
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because the booklet has references to the temple, it can naturally invoke questions about the purpose of temples.



• Eternal families
• The Family: A 

Proclamation to the 
World

• Necessity of ordinances
• John 3:5

• Work for the dead
• 1 Peter 3:18–20; 4:6
• 1 Corinthians 15:29

• Temples
• Ordinances for the 

living and the dead

Missionaries Teach Doctrine

49

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Use handout: Why Temples and Family History?]



Consultants
• Continue to help

Missionaries
• Teach lessons

Set Separate Return Appointments
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Set up two different appointments:One for the family history consultant to continue to help them (with the member) to find and enter family information into FamilySearch.org.One for the missionaries to teach them the discussions with the member (in the member’s home).



Have Fun!
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