
Farm Near Duivendrecht, 1916 
 
In 1908 Mondrian became deeply involved in the 
latest developments in art, and in the course of the 
next 10 years or so he developed a series of styles. 
He began to use pure, glowing colors and expressive 
brushwork, almost like those of Van Gogh in their 
vivid colors and intensity of expression.  
 
 
 
In the painting titled “Farm Near Duivendrecht”, 
strong lines dominate this scene of a farmhouse at 
twilight, highlighting the linear patterns created by 
their branches.  
 
 
Piet Mondrian often visited this farm and made 
many paintings of the building and surrounding 

trees. This scene captures his attentiveness to the distinctions of light, shadow, and reflection. The painting also 
hints at the artist's growing interest in the flattening of forms and the linear structures of his later fully abstract 
paintings.  
 
Though Piet Mondrian is best known for his non-representational paintings, his basic vision was rooted in 
landscape. He was particularly inspired by the flat landscape of his native Holland, a subject he returned to even 
after he had begun working in an abstract style.  

 

Masterpieces of Piet Mondrian 
  

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 Composition No.10 (Pier and Ocean)              The Grey Tree  

                                      1915               1912  

 

 

 

Composition II in Red, Blue, and Yellow 

            1930 

http://www.vangogh.net/
http://www.piet-mondrian.org/images/paintings/farm-near-duivendrecht.jpg
http://www.piet-mondrian.org/pier-and-ocean.jsp


10 facts about Piet Mondrian 

 

1. Piet Mondrian was born on 7th March 1872 in 

Amersfoort, the Netherlands.  

2. From a very young age, Piet Mondrian was 

exposed to art. His father was a qualified art 

instructor and his uncle was an artist. 

3. Piet Mondrian became a primary school teacher 

and he painted in his spare time. 

4. His early paintings were mainly landscapes, 

featuring fields, rivers and windmills. 

 

5. Mondrian moved to Paris in 1911. He was 

immediately influenced by the Cubist style 

of Picasso and Braque, and his work started to 

incorporate more geometric shapes, moving away from 

being purely naturalistic.  

6. Piet Mondrian returned to the Netherlands for the 

duration of the First World War. He met the artist Bart 

van der Leck, who only used primary colors in his 

paintings. Mondrian started to develop his own painting 

theory and style. 

7. After WW1, Mondrian returned to Paris and he began 

to produce the grid-based abstract paintings for which 

he is best known. 

8. Mondrian left Paris in 1938 to escape the inevitable advance of the Nazis. He moved to London and then 

to Manhattan. 

 

9. In Manhattan, Mondrian started to develop a new technique using pieces of paper tape to create small 

rectangles of color. 

10. Piet Mondrian died on 1st February 1944. He had pneumonia. 
 

The Red Tree               1908-10 

Broadway Boogie Woogie 1942-43 

http://primaryfacts.com/2091/pablo-picasso-facts-and-information/


 



 



 

 

 

 

 



My kids could do that! How many times have you heard that phrase uttered 
about some truly complex abstract art? 

How do you get across to your students the true nature of what abstract art 
is and where it starts in a way that makes sense to them? Use this abstract 
art lesson to teach this difficult concept. 

 
Roy Lichtenstein, Bull VI, 1973 

Take a look at this artwork by Roy Lichtenstein. It is non-objective 
art, which means it doesn’t show an image that most people would 
recognize.  

The composition is 
made up of lines, 
shapes, and colors 
arranged into a 
pleasing composition. Then it gets a little confusing 
because non-objective art is abstract, but not all abstract 
art is non-objective. 

What would you think if you found out that this print was 
originally representing a bull? 

Do you see it? No, not really. 

 

 

Now take a look at all of them together. You can 
see that in each print Lichtenstein simplified the 
image before it until the bull was no longer 
recognizable. 

 
 
 
 

Roy Lichtenstein, Bull Series, 1973 

Artlex.com (may it rest in peace) defined abstract 
art as “Imagery which departs from 
representational accuracy to a variable range of 
possible degrees, for some reason other than 
[appearing to be true or real].” Abstract art can 
have identifiable things in it and still be abstract. 

https://artclasscurator.com/abstract-art-lesson/ 

https://artclasscurator.com/abstract-art-lesson/










 





 



Discuss As a Group: Compile a Class List – 2 per group 

 

What are 2 insightful interpretations/findings from your assigned reading related to abstraction? 

1. 

2. 

 

 

Individually, with peer feedback: 

What’s your object? 

 
1. What is one approach or creative process that you learned from this reading that you can use for part 2 

or 3 of your Abstract series? 

 

2. What about future artwork (sketchbook drawings??) 

  


