
     

FOLLOWING HIS CALL 
 

Jesus called people who were for the most part, regular folks like you or me.  

In St. Matthew 4: 12 - 13 we have an account of calls from Jesus. As he walked by the Sea 

of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 

casting a net into the sea - for they were fishermen.  An he said to them “Follow me and I 

will make you fish for people.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
 

As we know, eight more disciples accepted the challenge to follow Jesus.  In the course of 

three years a great deal happened - amazing - terrifying - unexplainable. As the first 

disciples followed their call in Jesus’ mission, their commitment to Jesus took them with 

Jesus into his passion, death and resurrection.  You and I, as well as all Christians, receive 

a call to follow Jesus through our Baptism. Jesus claimed you as his disciple, just as surely 

as those Baptized during more than 2,000 years. 
 

Also the call reoccurs all through the stages of our lives and importantly is renewed in 

Confirmation, when The Holy Spirit once again calls you and I to yet more faithfully serve 

Jesus. And our call comes to us in Jesus’ Sacred Meal at the Table, and the call comes to us 

in The Word, which is the voice of our Lord Jesus speaking. 
 

How do you hear Jesus calling? Perhaps you hear the call in the voices of people in need.  

His voice may be recognized in an invitation to help your church, and in many and varied 

ways. It is good to be aware that Jesus’ call to disciples occurred at the Sea of Galilee in 

the midst of their daily work - fishing.  Also, Jesus’ call to the first disciples was not a 

detailed plan, because as we know, that unfolded over time.   

 Jesus’ call is to go beyond ourselves, to reach out to the needy, in body, mind and spirit. 

There are word of a hymn which gathers up Jesus’ desire for us:  
         Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s restless sea; 

        Day by day his sweet voice sounding, 

           Saying “Christian follow me.” 

        Jesus calls us! In your mercy Savior, make us hear your call, 

            Give our hearts to your obedience, 

                Serve and love you best of all. 

Hymn#494           LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP 

                                                                                     
 Together we are listening to Jesus’ call.    Pastor Folmar 
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The Rev. Dr.  Barry R. Folmar 

710 S. Atherton St. Apt. 311 

State College, PA 16801 

 

                                      Part - Time Interim Pastor 

                      First Lutheran Evangelical Lutheran Church 

                           Altoona, PA 

                                  January 13, 2014 
                           

Being Called to be Pastor among the people of God at First Lutheran Church, Altoona is my 

privilege, my honor and especially my responsibility to proclaim and embody the Gospel of 

Jesus as I have for thirty-five years in several congregations. Serving among you on many 

weekends I have a sense that we have received inspiration from God’s Holy Spirit to be in a 

relationship helping one another as disciples of Jesus.  
 

Each one of us have experienced changes and the stresses of living, and I too have gone through 

many transitions and changes. I do know that in all events, I have trusted our Lord Jesus’ 

promise: Low, I am with you always, to the close of this age Matthew 28: 20. All times of 

change can be turning points in our journey with God. I am aware daily of my dependence upon 

God’s abiding presence. God is always willing to respond to us as we ask for help which I knew 

was real during my separation and divorce.  Ann and I have a wonderful daughter Christina 

who is a skilled organist and a senior at Penn State studying Agriculture. 
 

In many ways I have been helping others become aware of the Healing Grace, which a 

relationship with God alone can provide. The Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is able 

to do far more than we can ask or imagine. All of us are called to a place of fuller and deeper 

trust in God - the essence of life. So together on our journey following the guidance of Jesus’ 

Spirit of Love we will be taken into our Father’s Heart of Love. 
 

Peace in Christ, 
 

Pastor Folmar 
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SERVICE in The Church  – Barry Folmar 

 

Ordained       June 7, 1977 

  

Pastor Evangelical Lutheran Church    1977 – 1980 

 Newry, PA 

 

Pastor Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church    1980 – 2002 

 Highspire, PA 

 

Director of Spiritual Formation    1990 – 2002 

 Part-time Staff 

 Lower Susquehanna Synod –ELCA 

            House of Prayer 

 Harrisburg, PA 

 

Pastor Saint John Lutheran Church   2002 – 2011 

 Bellefonte, PA 

 

Part-time Chaplin, The Oaks – Retirement Village 2005 - 2011 

 Pleasant Gap, PA 

 

President, Mending Hearts Ministry, Inc.   2009 – 2013 

 

Interim Pastor Christ Lutheran Church   Jan. - May, 2013 

 Dubois, PA 

 

Retired from active Pastoral Ministry   July 1, 2012 

 

 

EDUCATION  

 

Lock Haven University      1969 - 1973 

Lock Haven, PA       B.S. in Education                                        

 

The Lutheran Theological Seminary   1973 - 1977 

Gettysburg, PA      Master of Divinity 

 

The Lutheran Theological Seminary   1987 - 1990 

Philadelphia, PA      Doctor of Ministry 

 

Creighton University      1995 – 1997 

Omaha, NE                                                       Master of Arts in 

                         Christian Spirituality         
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We hope you are enjoying the Hymn Stories we are publishing each month.  If you have a 

favorite hymn that we have not used in the service or published here please let us know and we 

will do our best to find the story as well as incorporate it into a future service. 

The following hymns will be sung by the choir during February.  The first is a different 

arrangement from the one in our hymnal but you will recognize it and we hope you will find it 

meaningful to you in your devotional life. 
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NAMES FOR PRAYERS USUALLY REMAIN FOR A MONTH, IF YOU WANT TO 

EXTEND OR MAKE AN ADDITION, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH 
OFFICE. 

GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY…. 
We pray for the leaders of our Church, especially our Church Council, Pastor Folmar, leaders of  our 

congregations, as well as local congregations in time of pastoral vacancy, Bishop Gregory, and Bishop 

Eaton.   

We pray for leaders of nations, those who serve in our nations and other nations’ armed forces. We 

especially lift up CW2 Patrick Greenwood (husband of Laura Gene Gracey’s granddaughter), and Tony 

Servello (Judy Clendenin’s nephew).   

We pray for the Brothers and Sisters of our Parish in their Time of Need: Barbara Ballos, Jean Beery, 

David Brownell, Tom and Judy Clendenin, Blase Grace, Doris Jones, John & Nancy Keller, Paulie 

McMullin, Maxine Walters.   

We pray for the Home-Bound Brothers and Sisters of our Parish: Betsy Brandt, Carolyn Endress, 

Phyllis Fee, Dr. Ralph Himes, Clara Houseman, Howard, Arlene & Scott Mann, Mildred Murray. 

Extended Family and Friends for whom we pray:   

Virginia Allison(friend of Edie Lowe), Anabeth Andrews (Beth Ann’s granddaughter), Shirley Begalke, 

Steve Barnard (son of Sue Barnard), Suzanne Benton (sister of Judy Clendenin), Barbara Bunnell (Diane 

Leap’s mother), Paul (Butch) Cook, (friend of Elmira Conlon),  Stacey Johnson (daughter of Bill and Mary 

Lou Johnson, friends of the Yablinskys), John T. Keller (John and Nancy’s son), Marian Love (Becky 

Makdad’s mother), Denny Martin (Fran Keller’s father), Ray Nycum (Uncle of Andy and Karly Aiken) 

Lisa Postell (niece of Dale & Monta Jean Beery), Skip Powell (Joyann’s brother), Renee Tower-Anderson 

(Dale & Monta Jean Beery’s granddaughter), Eleanor Weiand (Pam Wertman’s mother), Pam Yarnell 

(mother-in-law of Tina). 

Received into our Church Triumphant: David Gracey (Laura Gene Gracey’s son), William Moses 

(husband of Pastor Terryann Talbot-Moses). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

February’s “Second Offering” 
 “Church Maintenance Fund” 

Some repairs/replacements are needed on air/heat units, and our Property Committee has 
arranged for these repairs.  Please help us fund this much-needed repair! 
 

Please make checks payable to “First Evangelical Lutheran Church” and note “Maintenance 

Fund” on the memo line. 
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Mileposts 

Happy birthday to these members of our First Lutheran Church 

family 

observing their special day in February 
 

Stewardship, Finances  
and 

Staff Support Ministries 
Charles Zorger, Treasurer 

 

Thank You for your Stewardship toward the Mission  
of First Evangelical Lutheran Church! 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, A GOSPEL-CENTERED  

COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS, IS COMMITTED TO PROCLAIMING GOD’S 

LOVE  BY FOLLOWING CHRIST’S EXAMPLE OF PERFECT OBEDIENCE, 
SERVICE, AND LOVE, AND BY HELPING ALL PEOPLE TO MATURE DAILY IN 

THE GIFT OF FAITH. 

 

 +  Worship Regularly and Give Generously   + 
 

 

 
 

Brian Barley – Feb 4 

Kimberly Barley – Feb 19 

Joshua Beach – Feb 18 

Edna Benson  - Feb 10 

Peggy Coleman – Feb 26 

Eric Esper – Feb 11 

Dana Farmer – Feb 17 

Patty Fasick – Feb 16 

Richard Faust – Feb 2 

Donald Fee – Feb 11 

Rob Griffith – Feb 9 

 

 

 

 

Sondra Thompson – Nov 9 

David Vasbinder, Jr – Nov 

23 

Robert Walters – Nov 28 

Nathan Yon – Nov 12 

Dennis Zimmerman, III – 

Nov 2 
 

 
Brayden Harbaugh – Feb 25 

Clara Houseman – Feb 13 

Vickie Jones – Feb 1 

Nathan Kelly – Feb 20 

Jenna Lasher – Feb 20 

Deborah Lasher – Feb 25 

Amy Leap – Feb 27 

Miriam Johnson – Feb 23 

Vickie Jones – Feb 1 

John Makdad – Feb 1 

Wesley McCloskey – Feb 8 

 

 

 

 

 

Sondra Thompson – Nov 9 

David Vasbinder, Jr – Nov 

23 

Robert Walters – Nov 28 

Nathan Yon – Nov 12 

Dennis Zimmerman, III – 

Nov 2 
 

Beverly Mears – Feb  

Wendy Mohler – Feb 16 

Candice Schroeher – Feb 3 

Douglas Trotter – Feb 15 

Eleanor Vasbinder – Feb 13 

Andrea Wallen, - Feb 26 

Deborah Wilkes – Feb 6 

Marjorie Yon – Feb 5 
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             Kline – 4/24Michelle e – 4/26 

Connie Lopez – 4/24 

 Lowe – 4/5 

Christine Manna – 4/26 

4/30 

Kevin McKinney – 4/21 

 

Brandon Meadows – 4/27 

Rhonda Nagle – 4/25 

/9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duane 4/25 

B. J. Wilbur – 4/6 

Cindy Yablinsky – 4/25 

Randy Yon – 4/28 

Ina Zinn – 4/6 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 Olivia Andrew. – Oct 17 
David Balsley – Oct 4 
Kristen Blair – Oct 16 

Mary Ann Bonsell – Sep 9 
Betty Books – Oct 21 

Larry Bowers – Oct 17 
Patricia Boyer – Oct 15 
Joe Cignetti – Oct 20 

Laurie Cummings – Oct 19 
Helen Curtis – Oct 3 
Kim Davila – Oct 19 

John Ekstrand – Oct 10 
Jim Fee – Oct 2 

Katie Griffin – Oct 25 
Sarah Griffin – Oct 21 

 
  

 Olivia Andrew. – Oct 17 
David Balsley – Oct 4 
Kristen Blair – Oct 16 

Mary Ann Bonsell – Sep 9 
Betty Books – Oct 21 

Larry Bowers – Oct 17 
Patricia Boyer – Oct 15 
Joe Cignetti – Oct 20 

Laurie Cummings – Oct 19 
Helen Curtis – Oct 3 
Kim Davila – Oct 19 

John Ekstrand – Oct 10 
Jim Fee – Oct 2 

Katie Griffin – Oct 25 
Sarah Griffin – Oct 21 

 
  

Tender Love for Children (TLC) is a safe and secure 
haven that offers childcare and school programs for 
little ones aged six weeks through six years.  We 
provide a loving, happy environment in which each 
child is able to develop his or her intellectual, 
emotional, social and physical growth.  TLC children 
flourish with our high ratio of staff to child, certified 
teachers and our supportive efforts on behalf of each 
and every child in our care.  Daily at First Lutheran 
from 6:30 am until 5:30 pm.   

 

Christian Education Ministries 

 

 

 

Kerrie Harrington – Oct 26 

Laurie Harris – Oct 2 

Shirley Havlin – Oct 30 

Matt Holmberg – Oct 9 

Glenn Kaup – Oct 11 

Nancy Keller – Oct 23 

Shawn Leidy – Oct 14 

Jaylyn Long – Oct 30 

Erma Lukens – Oct 6 

John Makdad – Oct 14 

Howard Mann – Oct 18 

Jacob Manning – Oct 4 

Justin Manning – Oct 4 

Jenna Manning – Oct 17 

 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES: 9:00 am 

Children through 5th Grade gather on the Second Floor of the Educational 
Wing.  Come join us for Singing, Crafts, and Sharing God’s Word!!! 

 

Adults are invited to participate in lively discussion and Christian Education led by Gary 

Thomas in the New Conference Room.  
 

 

  

May 

2013      
FIRST 

LUTHER

AN 

CHURCH 

ALTOON

A, 

PENNSYL

VANIA      

May 

2013      
FIRST 

LUTHER

AN 

CHURCH 

ALTOON

A, 

PENNSYL

VANIA      

 

DID YOU KNOW…that this 

advertising spot is seen by all of 
First Lutheran’s members and 
friends?  Office Manager, Andy 
McMullin, will help your business 
have this wonderful exposure! 
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Please pray for our Congregation Council as they embark on 

the matters for the church for 2014 

 

 Pray for the call committee as they move along in the  

call process 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   February Worship 

Participants 
 

       Acolyte/ Crucifer 

Gavin Lamborn Feb 2 

Emma Wilkes Feb 9 

Gavin Lamborn Feb 16 

Gavin Lamborn Feb 23 

 

                    

Liturgical Assistants 

Tina Yarnell, Feb 2 

Altar Guild in February  

2/2: Deborah Thomas, Dee Kalbach, Debbie 

Wilkes 

2/9: Joyann Powell, Judy Clendenin, Marty Jo 

Stellabotte 

2/16: Sue Barnard, Suzy Glenn, Linda Zorger 

2/23:  Sondra Thompson, Cindy Brownell, Tina 

Yarnell 

 

 

Saturday Evening 5:30 
Eucharist 

 

A brief Communion Liturgy in our 
Chapel, spoke. 

 
 

 

Sunday Morning 10:00 
Eucharist 

 

Full Communion Liturgy in the Nave; 
anthem from the Temple Choir, 

accompaniment by an ensemble of 
“Bowers and Blowers”, and hymns. 

 
 

WORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES  
AT  

FIRST LUTHERAN 
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2014 Church Council 
Larry Bowers   Sandra Kurtz 

Fred Reigh   James Lowe, Jr 

Matthew Brownell  Dee Kalbach 

Steve Ellis   Donna Ritts 

Vicki Houseman  Frank Yablinsky 

    

    

     

    

     

     

     

   

  
 

Other Regular Coordinators 
Deborah Thomas, Flowers 

Nancy Keller, Children’s Bags 
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A CONGREGATION OF THE ALLEGHENY SYNOD OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (ELCA) 

1401 Twelfth Avenue      Altoona, Pennsylvania  16601 

 (814) 942-3816 
E-mail  office@ firstlutheranaltoona.org 

 

 Website www. firstlutheranaltoona.org 
 

 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 AM to Noon, Monday through Friday 

TO VISIT WITH THE PASTOR 
Stop by the church office or call for an appointment 

 

CONGREGATION STAFF 
  

 Interim Pastor                                                  The Rev. Dr. Barry R. Folmar 

 Director of TLC Childcare and School                                     Barbara A. Crago 

 Office/Accounts Manager                                                      Andrew J. McMullin 

 Parish Organist                                                                                 Pam Wertman 

 Choir Director                        Joni Whetstone 

 Church Custodians                                                               Lloyd and Judy Peck 
 

 


