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How to Organize “Hulas and Homicide”
Thanks for purchasing this unique murder mystery. You and your guests will enjoy the

challenge of solving a crime that will test everyone’s powers of deduction. Here is what you

should do to coordinate your murder mystery event:

STEP 1:  Review the materials in this mystery packet. But ... please do it in a very specific

way. Remember - you have ALL of the information, including the solution to the mystery. If

you decide to participate in the mystery as a role player or as an investigator, you’ll want to keep

yourself in the dark about WHO DONE IT.

All page numbers in this packet are in the upper left-hand corner of the pages as you look at

them vertically. That way you can run off the material without having the page numbers

interfere with the format. The entire packet includes:

• Instructions on how to organize the event. They’re on pages 2 through 5. (You’re reading

them right now.)

• Instructions for the person who will facilitate the event. Information for the person who

will take charge of the murder investigation is on page 6. If only eight people are invited to

the event, you may want to assign this duty to Norm Room.

• Role Player Information. These pages serve as a “cover letter” for the information you’ll

send to the eight individuals who will be in character as the suspects. Run off eight copies of

pages 7 and 8 back to back. You may want to use better quality stationery for this letter.

• Role Player Information. Pages 9 through 24 contain the information you’ll send with the

cover letters. Each role is designed as a two-sided three-panel document. Again, run off this

information back to back. Each role player gets only the information that applies to the role

that he or she is playing. Your role players should know ONLY what’s in their packet.

• The Invitation to the Mystery Event. The invitation on page 25 will be sent to each guest.

It is designed to be run off as a two-fold. Or, if you decide to use heavier stock, the left side

of the page can be run off back-to-back with the right side of the page.

• Police Chief’s Letter. The letter on page 26 will be given to each guest by the facilitator

upon arrival. Run off enough copies so that each person receives one.

• Clues about the Crime. You’ll find 24 clues about the mystery on pages 27 through 29.

Cut them out. Since each guest receives a clue, you can invite up to 24 investigators.

Should you want to invite more guests, simply double and triple the clues.

• Today’s Edition of The Grass Skirt. Everyone will receive a copy of The Grass Skirt on

pages 30 and 31. Run the pages off back to back.

• Investigative Reports #1 and #2. Run off one copy of the reports on pages 32 and 33 for

each investigative team.

• The Answer Sheet. Run off one answer sheet on page 34 for each investigative team.

• The Denouement. This is the solution to the crime. Run off pages 35 through 38. The

facilitator will read these pages at the end of the evening.

STEP 2: Plan your event. Pick a date on which to conduct the murder mystery event. Hulas

and Homicide is designed to be an evening’s entertainment. Remember: our mysteries are for

serious sleuths. It will take two to two-and-a-half hours to solve the case using the

recommended format. Because of this, a buffet meal is suggested for the mystery evening. If

you have a sit-down meal, add the amount of time the meal will take to your planning time.
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STEP 3: Select your role players. Review the scenario and the brief descriptions of the

suspects on page 7. Select guests who would fit into these roles. Send the role players their

information and a copy of The Grass Skirt (pages 30 and 31) approximately 10 to 12 days

before the mystery event. The role players should bring the information with them and use it as

a reference when they are questioned by the investigators.

If you have only eight guests, the role players will also be the investigators. This means you

will send the invitations with the roles so that all of the information arrives at the same time.

STEP 4: Invite your guests. Approximately three to four weeks in advance of the event, send

invitations to the guests who will not be role players .

STEP 5: Select a person to facilitate the investigation. The facilitator should read the

Instructions on page 6, and review the information in the packet to keep the event moving so

that the investigation is conducted effectively.

Here’s what to do on the night of the mystery event.
STEP 6: The facilitator greets the guests.  He or she gives each guest who is investigating

the crime a Police Chief Letter with a Clue attached and The Grass Skirt. (You may want to

put them in envelopes marked “Official Information from the Chief of Police.”)

If you have only eight people at the event, and the role players are also investigating the

crime, everyone receives a letter. If your event separates the role players from the

investigators, then role players DO NOT receive letters. Tell the investigators they can share

clues with each other at any time.

STEP 7: The role players speak. The facilitator asks everyone to sit down as the role players

give their recollections of what happened and their feelings about Winnie Wahelo. Ensure that

it is staged in this way:

• The facilitator reminds everyone that Winnie Waheli died last night or early this morning.

Her body was found on Kikiwai Beach by a jogger. The eight people who are gathered here

are the prime suspects. They’ve been asked to give their recollections about what happened

last night along with their feelings about Winnie Waheli.

• The facilitator asks the eight role players to speak in the order indicated on page 6 of each

role player’s information. They stand and read the sections headlined, “Here’s what you’ll

say when you’re asked to speak.”

STEP 8: The investigation starts. The facilitator (with only eight people, this will be Norm)

briefly reviews what happened, including such facts as:

• Winnie Waheli had been in charge of the hula competition for the past 20 years.

• Only one of the suspects committed the murder.

• MOTIVE, MEANS and OPPORTUNITY must be considered to solve the case.
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STEP 9: Form investigative teams. Have the guests who are investigating the murder form

three-to-five-person investigative teams. Team members will work together to solve the case.

If only eight people are at the event, you may (at your discretion) form two-person teams who

will work together to solve the case.

STEP 10: Break for dinner or refreshments.  The teams may trade clues to obtain as much

information as possible while they are eating, but they cannot question the suspects yet.

If only eight people are involved, distribute the remainder of the 24 clues at regular intervals

during the meal until all clues have been used.

STEP 11: Continue the investigation. At the end of the meal, tell the teams that it is time to

start the investigation again. Each team should find an area to use as an interrogation room.

If only eight people are present, everyone stays together and one role player at a time is

questioned.

STEP 12: Coordinate the questioning. Have one role player rotate to each interrogation room

at six-minute intervals. If you have fewer than eight teams, work out a rotation that gives role

players breaks between interrogations. The investigators may ask the suspects ANYTHING.

The suspects should use the information provided in the Role Player Information to answer the

questions. Suspects should not withhold any bits of information, and they should not offer

information unless the investigators specifically ask for it. Good investigators must ask the right

questions to get the correct information.

STEP 13: Distribute copies of Investigative Report #1. After the 2nd suspect is questioned,

the facilitator should loudly announce that police have prepared a preliminary report about the

case. Distribute a copy of Investigative Report #1 to each team.

STEP 14: Distribute copies of Investigative Report #2. After the 5th suspect is questioned,

the facilitator should loudly announce that police have prepared a supplementary report about

the case. Distribute a copy of Investigative Report #2 to each team.

STEP 15: Conduct open questioning. Place the suspects in different parts of the facility. For a

six-minute period, investigators from any team may go to the suspects and ask final questions.

WARNING: Some investigators will try to pull the suspects back to their teams. Don’t permit

this. Several different teams may question a suspect at the same time.

With only eight people, anyone can ask any other role player anything.

STEP 16: Distribute answer sheets. Give teams 10 to 12 minutes to write out their solutions

by answering the questions on the Answer Sheet.
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STEP 17: Teams give their solutions. The facilitator asks the questions on the Answer Sheet

to each team, one at a time. The teams read the answers exactly as they were written on the

answer sheet. NOTE: Often, a team will want to change its mind after hearing the answers from

another team. Don’t let this happen.

If you have only eight people, each role player (or two-person team of role players) gives an

individual solution to the case.

STEP 18: Read “The Denouement.” The facilitator opens the envelope in which the solution

was placed. The facilitator reads it aloud to the guests. This will take 6 to 8 minutes.

STEP 19: Award prizes. You may want to award prizes to the investigative team that did the

best job of solving the crime. Let your creativity run wild in selecting the prizes.

Special role player information …
(The facilitator may want to review these with the suspects prior to the start of the mystery.)

• Because this mystery is crafted with intertwining facts, the role players are provided with an

abundance of information that may or may not be used during the investigation. Since the

suspects will undergo interrogation by the investigative teams, the extensive number of

personal facts will enable them to answer most questions that are asked.

• Role players MUST read recollections exactly as they are written. THIS IS IMPORTANT. It

enables the investigation to begin with the correct preliminary data.

• If role players are asked questions not specifically addressed in this information, the role

players should answer in character based upon the other facts available to them.

• The only relationships that the suspects know about are those written into the roles. If asked

by investigators about relationships that are not mentioned in the roles, the suspects should

say, “No, we’re not related.”

• All of the suspects are telling the truth with the exception of the murderer whose

recollections and responses will contain lies – this is intentional and part of the murder

investigation.

• Since a good investigator must ask good questions, suspects must only offer information

that is asked for by the investigators. They should NOT offer information that has not been

directly requested.

The murderer DOES NOT know he or she committed the crime. This means the suspects don’t

have to be good liars. The solution is contained in “The Denouement.”

Aloha!Aloha!Aloha!Aloha!
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Instructions for the person who will facilitate the event

If you are a role player, then you already have a formal part in the investigation. Your role as

facilitator means you will have to stay in character while ensuring that the investigation is

conducted effectively.

If you are not one of the eight role players, you may want to create your own character and

come in costume. You could be, for example, Lawrence Law, the police chief who signed the

letter on page 26. To facilitate the mystery event, do the following:

1. Review all of the information in this packet so that you are familiar with the mystery.

REMEMBER: If you are attempting to solve the crime, do NOT read “The Denouement”

in advance. It contains the solution to the case.

2. As the guests arrive, hand them a copy of the Police Chief letter, along with a clue and a

copy of The Grass Skirt. Tell them to talk with as many people as they can to acquire

information.

3. The suspects have been told to arrive 15 minutes early. When they do, take them aside

and review the Special role player information on page 5. Answer any questions they may have.

4. Keep the event moving by following the instructions on pages 2 through 5. Make sure

all information is given at the right time.

5. If you are not one of the role players, after you read “The Denouement,” lead the

guilty party away to jail. If you want to, you can use toy handcuffs to make the arrest. If you

want to stage the arrest in this way, let the suspects know you will do this.

6. Take a bow for a job well done!
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st

sto
p

p
ed

 p
erfo

rm
in

g
 an

d
 h

e w
as w

ith
 F

lo
ra.

A
t 1

1
:4

0
p

m
, y

o
u
 w

ere o
n
 th

e b
alco

n
y
 o

f y
o

u
r su

ite. Y
o

u

saw
 M

o
rt an

d
 F

lo
ra w

alk
in

g
 o

n
 th

e b
each

. T
h
e clean

in
g

staff w
as straig

h
ten

in
g
 u

p
 th

e p
atio

.

A
b

o
u

t 1
1

:4
5

p
m

, y
o

u
 w

ere in
 b

ed
 w

ith
 th

e b
alco

n
y

d
o

o
rs o

p
en

 an
d

 h
eard

 a th
u
d

 o
n
 th

e p
atio

. Y
o

u
 w

alk
ed

 to

th
e b

alco
n
y
 an

d
 saw

 so
m

e ru
stlin

g
 in

 th
e co

co
n
u
t p

alm

trees o
n
 th

e b
each

. It lo
o

k
ed

 lik
e so

m
eo

n
e w

as in
 a tree.

A
b

o
u
t 1

0
 m

in
u
tes later, a

t 1
1

:5
5

p
m

, y
o

u
 w

en
t b

ack
 to

th
e b

alco
n
y
 an

d
 saw

 W
in

n
ie o

n
 th

e b
each

 u
n
d

er th
e p

alm

trees. S
h
e ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e lo
o

k
in

g
 fo

r so
m

eth
in

g
.

A
t m

id
n

ig
h

t, th
e lo

u
n
g
e clo

sed
 an

d
 th

e lig
h
ts o

n
 th

e

p
atio

 w
ere tu

rn
ed

 o
ff. T

h
e b

each
 w

as in
 d

ark
n
ess, b

u
t th

e

m
o

o
n
 w

as b
rig

h
t. Y

o
u
 fin

ish
ed

 y
o

u
r p

in
a co

lad
a an

d

w
en

t to
 b

ed
.

1



8
y
o

u
 to

 h
is fav

o
rite h

an
g
o

u
t, th

e lo
u
n
g
e at th

e

K
ik

iw
ai P

rin
cess M

o
tel. It w

as a flea-b
itten

,

co
ck

ro
ach

-in
fested

 sp
o

t o
n
 K

ik
iw

ai B
each

 w
ith

q
u
estio

n
ab

le clien
tele.

Y
o

u
 an

d
 th

e o
w

n
er, B

art B
ark

s, b
ecam

e frien
d

s.

H
e’d

 n
ev

er m
arried

 an
d

 h
ad

 n
o

 ch
ild

ren
, b

u
t h

e d
id

h
av

e a n
ep

h
ew

, M
o

rt B
a

rk
s, th

e so
n
 o

f h
is b

ro
th

er,

G
o

rt. M
o

rt p
lay

ed
 th

e p
ian

o
 an

d
 san

g
 in

 th
e m

o
tel’s

lo
u
n
g
e. H

e w
asn

’t v
ery

 g
o

o
d

, b
u
t h

e th
o

u
g
h
t

h
im

self to
 b

e a w
o

rld
-class talen

t. M
itch

 w
as o

n
e o

f

th
e reg

u
lars in

 th
e lo

u
n
g
e, alw

ay
s d

rin
k
in

g
 p

in
a

co
lad

as. It w
as th

e h
o

u
se sp

ecialty
, serv

ed
 in

 a

co
co

n
u
t sh

ell. H
e lik

ed
 to

 sin
g
 alo

n
g
 w

ith
 M

o
rt.

T
h
e su

rfin
g
 life w

as all w
ell an

d
 g

o
o

d
, b

u
t after

ab
o

u
t a y

ear o
r so

, y
o

u
 realized

 th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f

h
av

in
g
 fin

an
cial secu

rity
. T

h
at’s w

h
en

 y
o

u

ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 B

art an
d

 ask
ed

 fo
r a jo

b
. H

e w
as

h
esitan

t at first, b
u
t fin

ally
 ag

reed
 to

 h
ire y

o
u
.

Y
o

u
 easily

 fit in
to

 th
e life o

f a m
o

tel w
o

rk
er,

startin
g
 to

 sav
e a n

ice n
est eg

g
 fo

r y
o

u
rself, an

d

settlin
g
 in

to
 m

o
tel m

an
ag

em
en

t. W
h
en

 y
o

u
 w

ere 2
8

,

B
art d

ied
 in

 a freak
 accid

en
t. W

h
ile sw

im
m

in
g
 o

ff

K
ik

iw
ai B

each
, h

e w
as sw

ep
t aw

ay
 in

 a rip
tid

e.

W
h
en

 th
e b

o
d

y
 w

as reco
v
ered

, it h
ad

 a m
y
sterio

u
s

m
ark

 o
n
 its h

ead
 - as if so

m
e flat o

b
ject h

ad
 h

it it.

T
o

 y
o

u
r su

rp
rise, w

h
en

 B
art’s w

ill w
as read

, th
e

m
o

tel w
as left to

 y
o

u
 - alo

n
g
 w

ith
 sev

eral m
illio

n

d
o

llars in
 a life in

su
ran

ce p
o

licy
. B

art m
ad

e o
n
e

p
ro

v
isio

n
, th

o
u
g
h
. Y

o
u
 h

ad
 to

 en
su

re th
at M

o
rt w

as

g
ain

fu
lly

 em
p

lo
y
ed

 in
 th

e m
u
sic b

u
sin

ess fo
r th

e

rest o
f h

is life. It w
o

u
ld

 b
e a ch

allen
g
e.

T
h
e in

su
ran

ce m
o

n
ey

 an
d

 th
e in

creasin
g
 p

o
p

u
larity

o
f K

ik
iw

ai B
each

 m
ad

e y
o

u
 start to

 th
in

k
 b

ig
. Y

o
u

d
ecid

ed
 to

 b
u
ild

 a n
ew

 m
eg

a-h
o

tel o
n
 th

e site o
f

K
ik

iw
ai P

rin
cess. W

ith
 y

o
u
r seed

 m
o

n
ey

 an
d

 a

g
o

o
d

 b
u
sin

ess p
lan

, y
o

u
 w

ere ab
le to

 secu
re fu

n
d

in
g

to
 b

u
ild

 th
e h

o
tel th

at y
o

u
 n

am
ed

 th
e K

ik
iw

ai

Q
u
een

. M
o

rt is still y
o

u
r p

ian
o

 m
an

, p
erfo

rm
in

g
 in

th
e h

o
tel’s C

o
co

n
u
t L

o
u
n
g
e. Y

o
u
 also

 h
ad

 y
o

u
r o

w
n

su
ite b

u
ilt in

 th
e h

o
tel - o

n
 th

e th
ird

 flo
o

r rig
h
t

ab
o

v
e th

e lo
u
n
g
e. F

ro
m

 th
ere, y

o
u
 h

av
e a p

erfect

v
iew

 o
f th

e b
each

 an
d

 th
e o

cean
. Y

o
u
 h

ad
 to

 attract

cu
sto

m
ers. T

h
at’s w

h
en

 th
in

g
s “b

ro
k
e” in

 y
o

u
r fav

o
r.

T
h
e m

o
st acco

m
p

lish
ed

 h
u
la d

an
cer in

 th
e islan

d
s,

W
in

n
ie W

a
h

eli, w
as p

ay
in

g
 a v

isit to
 th

e b
each

,

d
em

o
n
stratin

g
 h

er aw
ard

-w
in

n
in

g
 m

o
v
es. W

in
n
ie h

ad

w
o

n
 m

an
y
 h

u
la co

n
tests in

 th
e islan

d
s, b

u
t th

is tim
e h

er

g
en

u
in

e g
y
ratio

n
s irritated

 a recu
rrin

g
 b

ack
 p

ro
b

lem
 an

d

left h
er w

in
cin

g
 in

 p
ain

. A
n
 am

b
u
lan

ce w
as called

.

A
s W

in
n
ie w

as b
ein

g
 tran

sp
o

rted
 aw

ay
, y

o
u
 h

an
d

ed
 h

er

y
o

u
r b

u
sin

ess card
 an

d
 to

ld
 h

er to
 call y

o
u
 after sh

e

reco
v
ered

. Y
o

u
 fo

u
n
d

 o
u
t th

at h
er h

u
la career w

as at an

en
d

; a fo
rtu

ito
u
s th

in
g
 fo

r y
o

u
 b

ecau
se y

o
u
 h

atch
ed

 a real

m
o

n
ey

-m
ak

in
g
 id

ea. E
ach

 y
ear, th

e K
ik

iw
ai Q

u
een

 w
o

u
ld

sp
o

n
so

r a h
u
la co

n
test w

ith
 W

in
n
ie as th

e h
ead

 ju
d

g
e.

B
ecau

se o
f h

er fam
e, th

e co
n
test w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

e talk
 o

f th
e

islan
d

s an
d

 p
ro

fitab
le to

 th
e h

o
tel.

W
in

n
ie lik

ed
 th

e id
ea, b

u
t ag

reed
 to

 d
o

 it o
n
ly

 if sh
e h

ad

th
e rig

h
ts to

 th
e co

n
test. H

er n
am

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e h

ead
lin

ed

an
d

 sh
e w

o
u
ld

 call all o
f th

e sh
o

ts. R
elu

ctan
tly

, y
o

u

ag
reed

 - w
ith

 o
n
e req

u
irem

en
t. B

ecau
se o

f y
o

u
r

co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 B
art, W

in
n
ie h

ad
 to

 let M
o

rt b
e th

e

em
cee. Y

o
u
 w

ere su
rp

rised
 w

h
en

 sh
e said

 “y
es.”

H
is ro

le as em
cee h

as m
ad

e M
o

rt in
to

 a celeb
rity

,

esp
ecially

 w
h
en

 h
e b

reak
s in

to
 a ch

o
ru

s o
f, “T

h
ere sh

e is,

th
is o

u
r h

u
la

 g
a

l,”
 a so

n
g
 th

at M
o

rt co
m

p
o

sed
 an

d
 sin

g
s

w
h
en

 th
e n

ew
 h

u
la ch

am
p

 is b
ein

g
 cro

w
n
ed

 in
 th

e

P
in

eap
p

le B
allro

o
m

. F
o

r th
e p

ast tw
o

 d
ecad

es, M
o

rt’s

slig
h
tly

 o
ff-k

ey
 v

o
cal h

as cap
p

ed
 o

ff ev
ery

 ev
en

t.

T
h
e h

o
tel p

ro
v
id

es th
e cash

 fo
r th

e co
n
test, b

u
t W

in
n
ie,

w
h
o

 cam
e to

 b
e k

n
o

w
n
 as th

e “H
u
la H

o
n
ch

o
,” is in

co
n
tro

l. S
h
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 m

o
v
e it an

y
tim

e sh
e w

an
ts,

so
 y

o
u
’v

e tak
en

 p
ain

s o
v
er th

e y
ears to

 k
eep

 h
er h

ap
p

y
.

H
er ch

ief assistan
t ju

d
g
e, (W

in
n
ie h

as tw
o

 o
th

er assistan
t

ju
d

g
es) M

in
n

ie M
o

la
w

i, h
as b

een
 w

o
rk

in
g
 th

e co
n
test

fo
r th

e last 1
0

 y
ears. Y

o
u
 d

o
n
’t tru

st M
in

n
ie. S

h
e k

eep
s

try
in

g
 to

 p
u
t h

er n
o

se in
to

 p
arts o

f th
e co

n
test’s o

p
eratio

n

w
h
ere it d

o
esn

’t b
elo

n
g
. O

n
ce, y

o
u
 cau

g
h
t h

er in
 y

o
u
r

o
ffice sn

o
o

p
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 so

m
e files. S

h
e said

 sh
e n

eed
ed

to
 m

ak
e a few

 co
rrectio

n
s to

 th
e list o

f co
n
testan

ts th
at

W
in

n
ie h

ad
 sen

t y
o

u
.

T
h
e d

ru
m

m
er fo

r th
e co

n
test, P

o
n

o
 P

a
h

u
, h

as b
een

a frien
d

 o
f W

in
n
ie’s fo

r y
ears. Y

o
u
 can

’t h
elp

 b
u
t

n
o

tice th
at h

is lig
h
tn

in
g
-fast rh

y
th

m
s o

n
 h

is

co
co

n
u
t-sh

ell d
ru

m
s h

av
e lately

 b
een

 so
u
n
d

in
g

m
o

re lik
e a S

trau
ss w

altz. A
g
e an

d
 a few

 ach
es an

d

p
ain

s h
av

e set in
 an

d
, th

is y
ear, y

o
u
 w

o
n
d

er if h
e’ll

b
e ab

le to
 m

ak
e it th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e en
tire co

n
test.

A
n
o

th
er frien

d
 o

f W
in

n
ie’s, F

lo
ra

 F
a

u
n

a
, h

as h
ad

th
e co

n
tract to

 su
p

p
ly

 flo
w

ers fo
r th

e co
n
test fo

r

m
an

y
 y

ears. Y
o

u
 feel sh

e’s g
o

tten
 a b

it careless

w
ith

 h
er flo

w
er arran

g
em

en
ts, b

u
t th

e d
ecisio

n
 to

u
se h

er is W
in

n
ie’s. T

h
is y

ear, W
in

n
ie h

as d
ecid

ed

sh
e w

an
ts th

e b
allro

o
m

 to
 b

e co
v
ered

 in
 o

rch
id

s.

T
h
e flo

w
er b

u
d

g
et fo

r th
e co

n
test h

as trip
led

b
ecau

se o
f th

is. Y
o

u
 w

o
n
d

er if F
lo

ra w
ill b

e ab
le to

p
ro

cu
re en

o
u
g
h
 o

rch
id

s fo
r W

in
n
ie.

F
o

r th
e p

ast fiv
e y

ears, th
e w

in
n
er o

f th
e co

n
test

h
as b

een
 L

eia
 L

a
ila

n
i, a n

ativ
e-b

o
rn

 islan
d

er. Y
o

u

d
o

n
’t th

in
k
 sh

e’s th
e b

est d
an

cer, b
u
t W

in
n
ie h

as

tak
en

 a real lik
in

g
 to

 h
er an

d
, so

m
eh

o
w

, sh
e alw

ay
s

en
d

s u
p

 w
ith

 th
e m

o
st p

o
in

ts. S
h
e ev

en
 w

ears a

trad
itio

n
al co

stu
m

e w
ith

 co
co

n
u
t sh

ells as a b
o

d
ice.

T
h
is y

ear, ev
ery

o
n
e’s talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t a stro

n
g

co
m

p
etito

r fro
m

 N
ew

 E
n
g
lan

d
, H

a
n

n
a

 H
o

b
a

rt.

S
h
e w

o
n
 th

e am
ateu

r title, b
u
t m

an
y
 p

eo
p

le,

in
clu

d
in

g
 W

in
n
ie, th

in
k
 th

at o
n
ly

 n
ativ

e islan
d

ers

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e n

am
ed

 h
u
la ch

am
p

io
n
.

T
h
e K

ik
iw

ai Q
u
een

 is b
o

o
k
ed

 so
lid

 w
ith

 h
u
la

aficio
n
ad

o
s. Y

o
u
’v

e n
o

ticed
 th

at W
in

n
ie h

ad
 b

een

p
articu

larly
 irritab

le. T
h

e co
n

test w
a

s sch
ed

u
led

to
 sta

rt to
d

a
y

.

Y
esterd

ay
, W

in
n
ie su

d
d

en
ly

 ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 y

o
u
 an

d

th
reaten

ed
 to

 m
o

v
e th

e co
n
test to

 th
e n

ew
 m

eg
a-

h
o

tel b
ein

g
 b

u
ilt d

o
w

n
 th

e b
each

, T
h
e K

ik
iw

ai

E
m

p
ress. F

o
r th

e last few
 y

ears, th
e co

n
test h

as

b
een

 a sell-o
u
t. W

in
n
ie said

 sh
e n

eed
ed

 m
o

re ro
o

m

to
 m

ak
e m

o
re m

o
n
ey

. If W
in

n
ie w

as o
u
t o

f th
e

p
ictu

re, M
in

n
ie w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

e lo
g
ical p

erso
n
 to

 tak
e

o
v
er. A

ll o
f th

is n
o

w
 seem

s to
 b

e a m
o

o
t issu

e.

2
3

4
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Your Clue #1Your Clue #1Your Clue #1Your Clue #1

Many people have noticed that Pono Pahu,
Winnie’s drummer, and Leia Lailani, the hula
champion, spend a lot of time with each.
They’ve been spotted at several island
restaurants having dinner together.

Your Clue #2Your Clue #2Your Clue #2Your Clue #2

Neither Flora Fauna nor Mort Barks has ever
been married, yet lately people have seen them
walking together on Kikiwai Beach. Could
romance be budding? If so, what would it mean
to the hula contest?

Your Clue #3Your Clue #3Your Clue #3Your Clue #3

In his younger days, Mitch Awave, used to earn
money by climbing coconut palm trees, picking
the fresh coconuts, and dropping them to the
ground for the tourists.

Your Clue #4Your Clue #4Your Clue #4Your Clue #4

The records for all of the past Kikiwai Beach
Hula Contests are stored in a locked filing
cabinet in Norm Room’s office. Only Winnie
Waheli had a key to it.

Your Clue #5Your Clue #5Your Clue #5Your Clue #5

The payoff for winning the Kikiwai Beach Hula
Contest is quite large. The winner becomes a
celebrity and makes a lot of money performing
around the islands. Leia Lailani should be rich
by now, but she doesn’t show it. In fact, some
hula fans think she isn’t even the most-talent
dancer in the competition.

Your Clue #6Your Clue #6Your Clue #6Your Clue #6

The featured drink in the Coconut Lounge at the
Kikiwai Queen Hotel is a pina colada served in a
coconut shell and garnished with fruit. Some of
the regulars can’t get enough of them.

Your Clue #7Your Clue #7Your Clue #7Your Clue #7

It seems strange that a hula dancer would avoid
walking on the beach. Yet, Hanna Hobart, the
Amateur Hula Champion, says she has a hard
time getting traction in the sand and would
prefer to be on something a little more solid.

Your Clue #8Your Clue #8Your Clue #8Your Clue #8

It’s hard to believe, but Norm Room and Mitch
Awave used to be surfing buddies. Now, Norm
owns a big hotel and Mitch is still bumming
around the beach doing whatever he can to
make a few bucks.
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throughout the islands, always ac-

companied by her long-time drum-

mer, Pono Pahu.

   When told about Waheli’s death,

Pahu stated that he was no longer her

drummer and slammed the door on

   Ipo and Lono Kaulana, twin broth-

ers who are two of the islands’ most

popular entertainers, have reportedly

signed a large contract to appear at

tonight’s Kikiwai Beach Hula Con-

test. The surprise announcement was

made by the Kaulana Brothers’ agent

after a meeting yesterday with con-

test head judge Winnie Waheli.

   Ipo is a singer who has emceed

many island events. Lono plays the

drums and has developed a large fol-

lowing of music fans who say his

rhythms are some of the best to ever

emanate from the islands.

   “Winnie wanted to upgrade the

contest,” explained Ipo, “and knew

that Lono and I would give it a fresh

look and a new sound. She told us

that native islanders provide the type

of image she wanted for the contest.”

   When he learned about Winnie’s

death, Lono said, “The show must go

on, right? Our fans will be waiting.

I’ll bet her assistant will take over -

in her memory, of course.”

Coconut palm trees on Kikiwai Beach

reporters. Many people recall the

haunting island beats that he pro-

duced for many years on his coconut-

shell drums.

A native islander, Waheli graduated

locally from Maka Launa High

School and is remembered for her

starring roles in the school’s shows,

displaying her talent as a hula dancer.

Her hula career was finished when

she aggravated a recurring back in-

jury while demonstrating her moves

in front of an audience of admirers on

the beach.

   Norm Room, owner of the Kikiwai

Queen, was shocked when he heard

the news. “Just a few hours ago,

Winnie was conducting a rehearsal in

our Pineapple Ballroom. It’s hard to

believe that we’ll never hear her

Kaulana brothers sign with hula contest

   The lifeless body of hula legend

Winnie Waheli, 48, was discovered

on Kikiwai Beach by a jogger early

this morning. Waheli was lying under

a coconut palm tree near The Kikiwai

Queen Hotel, site of the annual hula

contest that she founded and has co-

ordinated for the last 20 years. As

head of the contest, Waheli was

dubbed, “The Hula Honcho.” The

fate of this year’s contest, scheduled

for tonight, hasn’t yet been an-

nounced. Authorities are investigat-

ing the death as a possible homicide.

   Yesterday afternoon Waheli had

stood at that very same spot on the

beach, answering questions from re-

porters and signing autographs for

hula fans. In the crunch of the crowd,

her large beach bag was knocked

from her shoulder and fell into the

sand. The impromptu gathering

quickly dispersed as Waheli angrily

tried to find all of the items that had

been spilled from the bag.

   Waheli started her career as a street

performer, entertaining tourists at

popular attractions and at cruise ship

piers. Her signature hula movements

and energetic gyrations resulted in a

meteoric rise to hula stardom. Waheli

appeared in Hawaiian pageants

Continued on back page.


