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Two of my favorite books about Bears that fit weith these lessons:
Every Autumn Comes a Bearby Jim Arnosky, Scholastic Read befqre
lesson #2 &#3.

A bear returns to the woods every fadl.he wanders, the other
forest animals hide until he finds a cand goes to sleep for the
winter. Uses vocabulary in these lessons and ehllitistrations.

. Blueberries for Salby Robert McCloskey

Little Sal and her mother go to Bluebdril{/to pick berries to pre-
serve for the winter. At the same timetlé. Bear and his mother
visit Blueberry Hill to eat berries afadten-up for the winter.




OVERVIEW: Teaching Main Idea and Details to Primary Students:
Objective: Determine Main ldea and Details of Short Stories
*Note: The stories contain words from pre-primed @nimer vocabu-
laries. There are two reasons for this:
1. Struggling readers can “keep up” with the reghefclass.
2. When teaching a concept, | have always usederitevel vocabu-
lary so that students are focusing on the conceipgltaught rather
than struggling with vocabulary.
3. | have included some second grade words an@icowords to ad-
dress more proficient readers.
On the following pages you will find three shorrsts. One
about the circus. Two about bears.
Each story contains mostly pre-primer, primer arst grade Dolche
words. Occasionally | have inserted second gradesvdhose
words that are content specific words, are foumflash cards to be

introduced before reading each story.

Common Core Standards: ELA Standards>>Reading:
Literature (1st)

Ask and answer questions about key details inta tex
Common Core Standards:ELA Standards>>Reading:
Literature (2nd)

Ask and answer questions about key details inta tex

|dentify the main topic and retell key details dkat.




Lesson I:

Materials: For Teacher-Means of projecting pages on screen that can liewr

on and markerFor Students- One of copy of each story page, and pencil.
DIRECTIONS:

1.
2.

Project each story page on SMARTBOARD or screen.
Read the story:
-Students should first read silently.
-Follow with shared reading or teacha&dréyou know the ability of
your students —use your judgment)
-Reread paragraph orally at least once.
Ask students to look at the pictures below tleeystCall on student to name

what is in one of the pictures.

2. Call on another student to name what is in amgiloéure.

3. Finally, call on another student to name what the last picture.

Ask students to raise their hands if they know vailadf these pictures have in
common. If they have difficulty, ask where you wab@ihd all of these things.
ANSWER:“in a circus”

Write “Circus ” on the line in the big circle, as you expl&ircus is theMain
Idea of the story, WHAT THE STORY IS ABOUT.

Tell them that eacbmall picture gives clues to the Main Idea or whathe

story is all about. They are called Details.

7. Ask students to see if there is a word repeat@yany sentencécircus”

8. If “circus” is repeated in every sentence, tlogysis about a circus. The Main

Idea is circus.



Today the circus came to town. They came @
big, red train. It was a circus train. There was dittle
engine pulling four circus cars. In the first ciraus car
there were two clowns! In the next circus car were
three elephants. In the last circus car | saw foulions!

The circus will be fun!

Main Idea

Detail #1 Detail #2

Detail #3




ANSWER KEY

Main Idea CIRCUS (came to town)

Today the circus cameto town. It camein a big,

red circus train. There wasa little enginepulling four

circus cars. In the first circus car there were two

clowns! In the next circus car there were three

elephants.In the last circus car | saw fourlions! The

circus will be fun!

Story #1 Circus(Comes to Town)

Pre-Primer Primer First Grade | Second Newly
Grade Introduced
today came were first today
the was circus
it four town
a there train
big saw little
red will engine
three be pulling
funny car
last

lions 4




Lesson ll:

Materials: For Teacher-Means of projecting pages on screen that can liewr

on and markerFor Students- One of copy of each story page, and pencil.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Project each story page on SMARTBOARD or screen.

2. Read the story:

-Students should first read silently.

-Follow with shared reading or teacha&dréyou know the ability of
your students —use your judgment)

-Reread paragraph orally at least once.

1. Ask students to look at the pictures below tleystCall on student to name
what is in one of the pictures.

2. Call on another student to name what is in amgiloéure.

3. Finally, call on another student to name what the last picture.

4. Ask students to raise their hands if they know vdiladf these pictures have in
common. If they have difficulty, ask where you wab@ihd all of these things.
ANSWER: “they are all bears”

5. Write “bears” on the line in the big circle, as you explain thearsis the
Main Idea of the story, WHAT THE STORY IS ABOUT.

6. Tell them that eacbmall picture gives clues to the Main Idea or whathe
story is all about. They are called Details.

7. Ask students to see if there is a word repeatevany sentencé.BEARS)

8. If bear(s) is repeated in every sentence, the stapoutoears. The Main
Idea isbears.

9. Make sure students understand what “They” reétens sentences 3,5,7,8 and
9.



There are many kinds of bears. White polar bears
live in cold places. They eat mostly seals. Blatiears
live in the forest. They eat nuts, berries, fruit ad in-
sects. Brown bears live in the many places. Theyrta
be found in grassy lands, and woods. They eat nuts

berries and fish. The also eat other animals.

Main Idea

Detail #1 Detail #2

Detail #3




Main ldea: Bears

There aremany kinds of bears. White polar bearslive in cold

placesatmany seals.Black bearslive in the forest

eat nuts, berries, fruit and insects.Brown bearslive in many

placesChey):an be found in grassy lands and forestsCThePeat

nuts berriesand fish.Cheyeat other animals, too.
Details: Polar bear, Black bear, Brown bear

Pre-Primer Primer First Grade |Second Gradg Introduced
Words

in of many kinds

are live cold bears

and white found polar

can they places

be eat forest

black nuts

too berries

fruit

insects

grassy

lands

forest

fish

other

animals
7.




Lesson llI:

Materials: For Teacher-Means of projecting pages on screen that can liewr

on and markerFor Students- One of copy of each story page, and pencil.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Project each story page on SMARTBOARD or screen.

2. Read the story:

-Students should first read silently.

-Follow with shared reading or teacha&dréyou know the ability of
your students —use your judgment)

-Reread paragraph orally at least once.

1. Ask students to look at the pictures below tleystCall on student to name
what is in one of the pictures.

2. Call on another student to name what is in amgiloéure.

3. Finally, call on another student to name what the last picture.

4. Ask students to raise their hands if they know vdiladf these pictures have in
common. If they have difficulty, ask where you wab@ihd all of these things.
ANSWER: where bears sleep.

5. Write “where bears sleep”on the line in the big circle, as you explain that
“where bears sleep’is theMain Idea of the story, WHAT THE STORY IS
ABOUT.

6. Remind them that each small picture gives clagbe Main Idea or what the
story is all about. They are called Detalils.

7. Ask students to see if there is a word repeatedany sentencé.BEAR,
sleep)

8. If bear(s) is repeated in every sentence, the stapoutoears. The Main

Idea isbears.



There is one thing the same about bears. Every
bear could use a place to sleep. Every bear wouliie
a place to go when it is cold. Did you know, a pala
bear builds a cave in a snow drift. A black bear @js a
den to sleep in. A brown bear makes a den in brush
piles. Sometimes he burrows in the ground. There &

bears sleep for the winter.

Main Idea

Detail #1

Detail #2

Detail #3




Main ldea: Where Bears Sleep

Thereis onething the same with bearsEvery
bear could usea placeto sleep.Every bear would like
a placeto gowhenit is cold. Did you know, a polar
bear builds a cavein a snow drift. A black bear finds
a caveto sleepin. Abrown bear makesa den in brush
piles. Somdimes he burrows in the ground. There the

bearssleepfor the winter.
Details: Polar Bears sleep in snow drift, Black Bears sleap

Cave, Brown Bears sleep in a den of brush or burrown the

ground.
Pre- Primer First Second |Introduced
Primer Grade Grade Words
IS he every use thing
one black could sleep same
for did know would with
find like when could winter
to brown | somdimes ground
go burrows
it builds
makes snow drift
den

brush 19




APPENDIX

Flashcards:
Copy flashcards on tag-board or poster board. (Lammate if possible.
1. Use to discuss before reading. 2. Flash to studserfior vocabulary review.

3. Display in classroom for student reference.

- Flash Cards are labeled with a triangle in the upgét corner:

Story #1‘ Story #2 ‘ i]

Circus Aboutdars Where Bears Sleep

Using Word, Picture Direction Cards

Concentration Game Board

Picture Cards
Card Set #1 Card Set #1

Card Set #2

Direction Cards

DIFFERENTIATED iINSTRUCTION:
WORD CARD SET#1: These are cards with more difficult words. Second

Grade Dolche Words or words specific to the particlar story.
WORD CARD SET #2: These are Pre-Primer —1st Grade Dolche words that

were in the stories.

- Word Cards/picture Cards-Set #1
Copy the word cards on one color of tag board/postdoard. Copy the
picture cards on another color.
Concentration Game— Two PlayersWorking in pairs, a player turns over
a word card (one color)-then a picture cardgnother color). If they
match, the player keeps both cards. If theyah’'t match, the player 11.



returns both cards to their original place and thesecond player takes a turn.
Continue in this manner until all cards are taken.The winner is the player
with the most cards.

Game Board:
Copy each page of Game Board and glue it to the ie of a manilla folder.
Laminate.
MATERIALS: Word Cards Set #1 and/or Word Card Set #2game mark-
ers or counters, and game board.
MARKERS: Use plastic bear markers (kindergarten markers), clored
counter chips, or anything that will work as a marker for individual students.
Directions for playing: (two to four players)
Students pick up a card then read the word on it.flit is correct, they roll one
die and move that many spaces. If they are incorrécthey stay on the space
where they are. If the card has a picture on it, tay move their marker to the
space with that picture. The winner is the playerfat reaches the finish line
first.
- Word Cards Set #1 may also be used with the Game 8&al:
Use word cards above with direction cards thagive specific directions to
the players. (As in Monopoly’s-Go to jail). p to four players can play at
one time.
- Word Cards Set #2 Dolche Vocabulary Pre-Primer —1st Grade
Words.
- Direction Cards: To be used with board game. Shuffle with set
#1, Set #2 or both. If a direction card is picked p, players moves
directly to the corresponding picture on the game bard. Tell stu-

dents they may have to move forward or backward.

13.
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“She is with me,” said the







DIRECTION CARDS to be used with Board Game
Shuffle these cards with Card Set you are using. H player picks
one of these cards, they go directly to the correspding picture
on the game board. Remind players that this may mathem
forward or backward.
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Created by Virginia Wiseman for Ginger’s Kids

This document is provided for the original purchagr only,
who has permission to copy and use this lesson fi@aching
purposes. It is prohibited to redistribute, edit, €Il or post
this item on the internet.
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