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What is the 
Florida Standards Assessment?

“The FSA”
●A test that was designed to serve Florida students by 

measuring educational gains and progress.

●Measures student performance based on the Florida State 
Standards (MAFs and LAFs).

● Information from the assessment is used to drive student 
instruction from the beginning of every new school year. 



How will the ELA FSA affect my 3rd grader?

● All 3rd grade students will take the ELA FSA
● Must receive a Level 2 (or higher) in order to meet 

State/County Promotion Criteria based on Policy 6000.1

ELA
FSA

● Administered throughout the year
● All 3rd grade students will complete performance tasks
● Student must demonstrate mastery of each benchmark 

(Portfolios)

3rd Grade 
Reading 
Student 

Performance 
Tasks

● Administered during the last weeks of school
● Participants: Students scoring a Level 1 on the ELA FSA      

and student that did not pass grade 3 Reading 
Performance Tasks (Portfolios)

Alternative 
Standardized 

Reading 
Assessment

● Students that require remedial attention determined by 
the county will participate in a summer reading camp. 

● More information will be provided to individual students.

County 
Reading 
Camp



How will the ELA & MATH FSA affect my 4th 
and 5th grader?

● All 4-5th grade students will take the ELA FSA
● Must score a Level 2 (or higher) in order to meet 

County Promotion Criteria based on Policy 6000.1
● Students’ Writing FSA score will be embedded into 

their final ELA FSA score. 

ELA FSA

●  All 4th and 5th grade students will take the MATH FSA
●  4th and 5th grade students must score a Level 2 (or 

higher) in order to meet County Promotion Criteria 
based on Policy 6000.1

MATH FSA

● Administered the last 2 weeks of school
● Participants: In the event students score a level 1 on 

either Math or ELA, or perhaps both, the students’ 
performance on these assessments may be considered 
for Good Cause Promotion.

Alternative 
Standardized 
Assessment



Third Grade Testing Schedule

English Language 
Arts (ELA) and 

Listening; Writing

2 Test Days

 2 Test Sessions

80 minutes each 
session

Paper-Based

Dates

3rd Grade ELA 
April 5th and 6th

3rd Grade Math
May 17th and 18th



Fourth Grade Testing Schedule
ELA, Math

2 Test Days

 2 Test Sessions

80 minutes each 
session

Paper-Based

Dates

4th Grade ELA 
May 10th and 11th

4th Grade Math
May 19th and 20th

Writing
Paper-Based 1 Session

Date
April 12th1 Test Day 120 Min



Fifth Grade Testing Schedule
ELA, Math, Science

2 Test Days

 2 Test Sessions

80 minutes each 
session

Paper-Based

Dates

5th Grade Science 
May 5th and 6th

5th Grade ELA
May 12th and 13th

Writing
Paper-Based 1 Session

Date
April 13th

1 Test Day

5th Grade Math
May 24th and 25th

120 Min



FSA ELA Test Breakdown of Domains 
Grades 3-5

• 15-25%Key Ideas 
and Details

• 20-30%
Integration of

Knowledge and 
Ideas

• 25-35%Craft and 
Structure

• 15-25%
Language

and Editing



3rd Grade FSA Mathematics
Test Breakdown

• 17%
Numbers 

and 
Operations  
- Fractions

• 35%Measurement, 
Data, and 
Geometry

• 48%
Operation, Algebraic 

Thinking, and Numbers in 
Base 10 



4th Grade FSA Mathematics
Test Breakdown

• 25%

• 33%

• 21%

Operation, Algebraic 
Thinking 

Numbers 
and 

Operations 
in Base 10 

• 21%

Numbers & Operations Fractions

Measurement, Data, and Geometry



5th Grade FSA Mathematics
Test Breakdown

• 33%
Measurement, 

Data, and 
Geometry

• 39%Operation, Algebraic 
Thinking, Fractions 

Numbers and 
Operations in 

Base 10 
• 28%



5th Science FCAT
Test Breakdown

• 17%Nature 
of 

Science

• 25%Life 
Science

• 29%Earth and Space 
Science

• 29%Physical Science



FSA Questions Types
ELA
● Multiple 

Choice Items
● Multi-Select 

Items
● Multi-Part 

Items
● Editing Tasks

Math
● Multiple Choice 

items
● Multi-Select Items
● Matching Items
● Table Items
● Equation Items
● Grid Response

Science
● Multiple Choice 

items















Where can I go to have view and practice 
some questions before the test? 

Florida Standard Assessment Portal

http://www.fsassessment.org

http://www.fsassessment.org/


What are we doing 
to prepare your child for 

the FSA?

●Differentiated Instruction
●Supplemental Classroom 
Materials

●Interventions
●Small Group Re-teaching
●FSA Tutoring Academy on 
Saturdays

●I-Ready Challenges; Assigned for 
Homework Nightly

●ELL Tutoring



What can you do at home?

Monitor your child’s i-Ready progress and online instructional usage. 

Attend Parent University Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Read together EVERY night.

Ask your child questions; Review topics taught in class.

Make sure your child is using TEXT EVIDENCE.

Review multiplication and division tables.

Review your child’s homework with them. 



Parents - Testing Day Tips…
●Ensure that your child is WELL rested each night 

so they can focus and do their best during the 
test.

●They should have a healthy breakfast.

●Make sure to review your child’s homework and 
assignments to practice areas of weakness.

●Motivate your child to do their best! When they 
know you believe in them, they will strive to 
make you proud!

●Your child’s biggest aide, is YOU!



What to bring on campus … 
● School Uniform or FSA Shirt with Jeans
● Sharpened # 2 Pencils (Several)
● Jacket
● Water Bottle
● Small Personal Snack in a Ziplock Bag

What NOT to bring on campus … 
● NO Cell Phones (Silent Dismissal will be 

used for pick Up)
● NO BOOK BAGS
● NO Mechanical Pencil
● NO Highlighters
● NO Electronic Devices (Including 

calculators, laptops, IPAD, apple watches, 
smart watches, headphones)



FSA Procedures in 2021 … 
● Testing can only occur at the school. The State of Florida 

does not allow for testing from home or another non-school 
site. 

● Students who are currently learning remotely must come 
into the school building to take their scheduled test(s).

● Attendance for on-site testing is mandatory. Attendance will 
be taken on all days of testing. 

● There is no process to opt-out of testing. The State of Florida 
does not provide a parental opt-out mechanism, including 
writing to your child’s school or to the District.

● All scores from the tests will be used to determine 
placement for the following year. 



FSA Safety Procedures in 2021

We will follow our existing COVID-19 related health and safety 
protocols at all times ... 
● Mandatory wearing of face masks at all times (no valves, neck 

gaiters)
● Physical distancing, desk shields & directional hallway patterns
● On selected days, 3rd-5th grade students will transition to 

remote learning to accommodate the state guidelines for 
social distancing.

● Vacant classrooms allow us to disperse students among 25 
classes with no more than 11 students to a class (some rooms 
will have less).

● Students will be placed in assigned cohorts on testing days 
and receive designated classrooms/seating for contact 
tracing.

● All classes will be disinfected daily before and after test 
administration.

● Students will use a single point of entry to enter and exit the 
building.



After Testing

- Students scheduled to be on site will remain on campus
- For ex: If you’re an “A Group”, and your testing on an “A Week”, 

you would remain on campus.
- Students NOT scheduled to be on site, will be picked up starting at 

11:30 AM using Silent Dismissal Procedures
- If you do not have your child's’ silent dismissal code, please 

reach out to your child’s teacher
- Refrain from getting out of the car, and follow the directional 

path for the carpool loop. 

- Once students return home, log back into your teachers’ ZOOM to 
continue your day.



3rd Grade Testing & RLI Days 



3rd Grade Testing & RLI Days 



4th Grade Testing & RLI Days 



4th Grade Testing & RLI Days 



5th Grade Testing & RLI Days 



5th Grade Testing & RLI Days 



Frequently Asked Questions
● Will my child have to come on campus for testing? 

○ Yes
● Why does my child have to come on campus?

○ This is a state directive. The state has mandated that no student will be allowed to test 
at home. All students must come on campus to test.

● Why are students  taking a state test in these unprecedented times?
○ This is a state directive used to gauge student performance and set the pace for next 

year.
● Will my child be able to take the test remotely from home?

○ No. All students are required to come on campus.
● Will my child with an IEP receive accommodations?

○ Absolutely! We will provide students that have accommodations all their services 
according to their IEP.

● What happens if I choose NOT to send my student to campus to test?
○ Your child will not receive a score, which will adversely impact their progress and 

placement for the following year. 
● Will my child be retained if they do not take their FSA? 

○ Please note, students can be retained if they are not making progress. We are pending 
directive from the state and as soon as we know, parents will be informed. In the 
meantime, we will follow Broward County Student Progression Plan.

● Will the test be paper-based or online? 
○ All tests will be paper-based for grades 3-6. 



Frequently Asked Questions
● Will it be safe for my child to come on campus?

○ We will continue to do our best to provide a safe environment. We are working on  
providing specific times for the students to come in to test. Please refer to the calendars 
posted on our website that indicated when your child should report to campus for 
testing.

● How will you fit all the students safely in classes for testing? 
○ We will be using exterior empty classrooms to place students. 
○ Students not testing will be asked to stay home and login to class via Remote Learning. 
○ There will be no early pickups allowed. Pick up will start at 11:30 AM.

● How many tests does my child(ren) have to take for the year?
○ 3rd Grade - 2 Tests → Reading and Math
○ 4th Grade - 3 Tests → Reading, Math and Writing
○ 5th Grade - 4 Tests → Reading, Math, Writing and Science

● What if my child feels sick on the day of the test?
○ Contact your child’s teacher immediately. 

● Does my child stay on campus after testing?
○ No. Dismissal for students testing,can be picked up NO LATER than 11:30 AM.
○ Students with accommodations for testing - Parents will be contacted for a schedule

● What if I cannot pick up my child? 
○ Unfortunately, due to contact tracing, all students testing must be picked up. 

● How will my child be picked up? 
○ Post your silent dismissal number, and students will be called this way



Any additional questions not 
answered?


