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20-minute Romeo and Juliet play 

TEACHERS: See page 18 “20 Minute Hamlet Directions” of the ENGII_Week4 DCPS 

Secondary ELA Distance Learning Plan for 3 ways to engage students with this 20-minute play.  

https://dcps.instructure.com/courses/179580/pages/learners-secondary-ela-english-ii 

 

In Verona there are two families that have hated each other for a long time. They yell in the 

streets (1. Down with the Capulets!), and (2. Down with the Montagues!)  There is a fight in 

the street that is so disruptive that the Prince, tired of this violence, lays down the law: (3. If 

ever you disturb our streets again, your lives shall pay the forfeit.) 

 

Meanwhile, Romeo has been staying out all night and sleeping all day because he is in love 

with Rosaline who doesn’t love him back.  His friends, Benvolio and Mercutio are headed for 

a party at the Capulets’ house. It's a masked ball, so they all can sneak in undetected and no 

one will know who they are.  Benvolio is excited because the ball will give Romeo a chance to 

get over Rosaline.  (4. Examine other beauties.) Juliet’s father doesn’t know that Romeo and 

his friends are Montagues either, and he welcomes them. (5. You are welcome, gentlemen!  

Come, musicians, play!) 

 

There, at this party, is where Romeo first sees Juliet. (6. O, she doth teach the torches to burn 

bright!) They dance. They kiss. She says, (7. You kiss by the book.) Only at the end of the party 

do they learn that the other is from their own family’s hated enemy.  It’s too late, they are in 

love with each other. Romeo sneaks away from his friends, climbs the wall into the Capulet’s 

orchard, and sees Juliet at her window (8. But soft, what light through yonder window 

breaks?) Juliet, not knowing Romeo is nearby, says (9. O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou 

Romeo?)  They confess their love to each other, but Juliet is called inside. Romeo says, (10. 

Wilt thou leave me so unsatisfied?) Juliet says, (11. If that thy bent of love be honorable, Thy 

purpose marriage, send me word tomorrow.) They enlist the help of Juliet’s Nurse to send 

messages and Friar Lawrence to marry them. 

 

Even so, the feud continues.  In the town square, Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, comes looking for 

Romeo. Mercutio takes the bait. (12. Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you walk?) Tybalt angrily 

answers, (13. I am for you.) They fight.  Romeo tries to peacefully break them up, but only 

gets in Mercutio’s way, allowing Tybalt to stab Mercutio.  Mercutio dies, and Tybalt runs 

away.  A few minutes later, (14. Here comes the furious Tybalt back again!) In a fury, Romeo 

kills Tybalt.  He immediately realizes his horrible mistake and says, (15. O, I am Fortune’s 

Fool!) The Prince banishes Romeo to Mantua for killing Tybalt. 
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Before Romeo leaves Verona, he spends the night with Juliet. As he climbs out her window the 

next morning, she says (16. Then, window, let day in, and let life out.) Juliet’s parents burst in 

to inform her that they have arranged for her to marry the County Paris. She says (17. I’ll not 

marry yet.) Her father, angry that Juliet is refusing him, says, (18. Hang thee, young baggage, 

Disobedient wretch!) and tells her that if she won’t marry Paris he will cast her into the streets 

to beg. 

 

Juliet and the Friar come up with a plan.  Juliet will take a potion in order to appear dead so her 

parents will put her body in their funeral monument. Then Friar Lawrence will fetch her and 

take her to Mantua. Juliet takes the potion (19. Romeo! Here’s drink – I drink to thee.) It 

works. Her nurse and her mother find her in the morning (20. Alack the day, she’s dead, she’s 

dead, she’s dead!) They put her body in the tomb. 

 

In Mantua, Romeo gets the news that Juliet is dead.  He buys some poison and heads to the 

tomb to join Juliet in death.  Friar Lawrence is on his way to the tomb, as well, to get Juliet 

and take her to Mantua. Paris is also heading to the tomb to mourn his almost-wife.  Paris 

gets there first, and tries to defend the tomb from Romeo.  Romeo kills him (21. O, I am 

slain!). Then Romeo drinks his poison and bids Juliet a final farewell (22. Here’s to my love... 

thus with a kiss I die.) 

 

Friar Lawrence arrives to find Romeo dead, Juliet waking up, and the city of Verona on its way 

to see what the commotion was. He tries to console Juliet and hurry her away (23. I’ll dispose 

of thee among a sisterhood of holy nuns), but Juliet refuses to leave.  Friar Lawrence runs 

away, and Juliet decides to join Romeo in death. (24. O, happy dagger, this is thy sheath.) They 

are discovered by their families who finally see that their quarrels have gone too far.  They vow 

to make peace, for (25. Never was a story of more woe Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.) 
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Line Tossing: Romeo and Juliet 

TEACHERS: See page 5 “Words in Action” of the ENGII_Week4 DCPS Secondary ELA 

Distance Learning Plan for 3 ways in which students can engage in tossing lines.  

https://dcps.instructure.com/courses/179580/pages/learners-secondary-ela-english-ii 

 

[Thou art] the very butcher of a silk 
button. 
 
[Thou] candle-holder. 
 
[Thou] scurvy knave! 
 
[Thou] small grey-coated gnat. 
 
[You’re] no so big as a round little 
worm. 
 
A plague on both your houses. 
 
Go thy ways, wench. 
 
Hang thee, young baggage. 
 
[Thou] disobedient wretch! 
 
Hang, beg, starve, die in the streets! 
 
He heareth not, he stirreth not, he 
moveth not, the ape is dead. 
 
He is not the flower of courtesy. 
 
I am the very pink of courtesy. 
 
I will bite thee by the ear for that jest. 

I will dry-beat you with an iron wit. 
 
My naked weapon is out. 
 
Out, you baggage! 
 
Out, you green-sickness carrion! 
 
She speaks yet says nothing. 
 
Talk not to me, for I’ll not speak a 
word. 
 
The hate I bear thee can afford no 
better term than this thou art a 
villain. 
 
Thou detestable maw, thou womb of 
death. 
 
Thy head is full of quarrels as an egg 
is full of meat. 
 
Why he’s a man of wax. 
 
Kiss by the book. 
 
You ratcatcher. 
 
You tallow-face!
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Focus Scenes and Speeches for Romeo and Juliet 

TEACHERS: The focus scenes and spotlight speeches below offer a rich environment for the studying of 

characters, literary terms, motifs, and, most importantly, the language. These scenes can be assigned to be read 

with an audio version and can be supplemented with video as well. After students read the scenes, they can 

respond to teacher-created questions (these would depend upon the grade/levels you teach and your focus).   

ACT 1 

Prologue + 1.1: This scene serves as an overview (prologue) and the exposition for the feud between 
the Capulets and the Montagues.  
 

Spotlight Speeches: 

• Prince Escalus 1.1.83: Just like your mayor/governor implementing a social distancing 
ordinance, Prince Escalus imposes some strict rules on the feuding families. 

• Lady Capulet 1.1.85: Lady Capulet gives a 13-year-old Juliet some advice on meeting with her 
betrothed, Paris.  

 

ACT 2 

2.2: The Balcony Scene: The most famous scene that also has a myriad of literary devices to explore. 
 

Spotlight Speech: 

• Romeo 2.2.1: Romeo’s in love again… 

 

ACT 3 

3.1 The Fight Scene: This scene has lots of movement and tone. Recommended for the Promptbook 
activity.  
 

Spotlight Speech: 

• Benvolio 3.1.160 (Speech to the Prince as well as Benvolio’s lines through the whole scene) 

• Juliet 3.2.1 Juliet awaits Romeo 

 

ACT 4 

4.1: Juliet and Paris and the Friar has an idea. 
 

Spotlight Speech: 

• 4.3.15: Juliet takes the potion 

 

ACT 5 

5.3: The final scene (could be cut significantly if you wish). This scene could also be used for the 
Promptbook activity. 
 

Spotlight Speech: 

• Friar John 5.2.5: an important letter didn’t make it because of the plague 

• Romeo 5.3.101 : Romeo finds Juliet’s body 
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Juliet’s Soliloquy Act 4 Scene 3 

FOLGER DIGITAL TEXT: https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/romeo-and-juliet/act-4-scene-3/ 

TEACHERS: For more information on how to close-read a soliloquy with your students, please see the lesson 

“Close-reading a Soliloquy, Actively!” on the Teaching During COVID-19 website page of Folger Shakespeare 

Library. 
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Promptbook 

FOLGER DIGITAL TEXT: https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/romeo-and-juliet/act-3-scene-1/ 

This scene has lots of movement and tone for students to explore. Students can choose or be assigned which 

portion of the scene to use when creating their Promptbook. 

TEACHERS: For more information on how to create a promptbook, please see the lesson “Creating a 

Promptbook: Romeo and Juliet Part 3!” on the Teaching During COVID-19 website page of Folger 

Shakespeare Library. 
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Images/Illustration Study 

How to get the images from Luna, the Folger’s image 
database (with two screenshots to guide you along): 
 

1. Go to luna.folger.edu. 
2. Search in the top right for whatever you are 

searching for--I did a broad search of Romeo and 
Juliet. 

3. You can click Explore and look at media groups 
which are folders where people have already 
sorted and curated images. 

4. When you find an image you want to use, click on 
it.  You will see in the top right a button that says 
EXPORT.  Click that and choose to export it how 
you wish (I exported the ones in this doc as small 
images.  They will download to your Downloads 
folder (most likely in a zipped folder).  Click that 
folder and the images are in there ready to use.  

 

What should I do with the images? 
 

Ask students to  
• Match lines from the play with the image (can do on a Google doc as a comment or place in Padlet or Adobe 

Spark to be more creative) 
• Put images in order of the plot of the play 
• Write a tone and/or mood word(s) that they feel is implied in the image 
• Analyze the power in the scene:  who has the power?  Who is dominant?  How can you tell?  Justify. 
• Analyze the clothing choices in the image.  What do they imply?  Look at the colors the artist chose (white? Sign 

of purity?) and justify why the artist made those decisions. 
• If you’re also doing a vocab study, have students label the scene with vocab words 
• Compare two similar scenes, such as the tomb scenes.  How are they the same?  Different?  Why?  What effects 

do these differences have on the feeling the image evokes? 
• Create a tableaux of the scene with objects from around their home (similar to what the Met is doing on 

Instagram).  Can be with people, pet, food, furniture...the sky is the limit! 
• Create a hashtag to go with the image (the feelings, the mood, the tone) 
• Create a conversation the characters are having that is NOT in the play 
• Examine how love or hate or family (or whatever motif you want to discuss) is portrayed in the image.  Is it 

through physical touch?  Eye glances?  Body language?  Really LOOK at the image and decide how they are 
“speaking” with no words on the page. 

• Sketch the scene that comes before or after the image you share with the class. 
 

 

Each image can be resized for students 
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