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“Ready, Set, Wear It!” Event
Sets New World Record!

Michael S. Klacik, Director, V-Directorate

ell, you all did it again! On

Saturday, May 17, 2014,
6,973 participants gathered for the
fifth “Ready, Set, Wear It!” event at
194 locations around the world to
help break last year’s world record
of 5,774 participants who inflated
their inflatable life jacket or wore an
inherently buoyant life jacket.

The “Ready, Set, Wear It!” program
was created in 2010 by the National
Safe Boating Council and the Cana-
dian Safe Boating Council to pro-
vide a fun, educational event to in-
troduce, demonstrate, and promote
inflatable life jackets to the Recre-
ational Boating Public. With the
highest number of boating fatalities
coming from boaters not wearing a
life jacket, it is a serious issue.

Since its inception, the “Ready, Set,
Wear It!” event has expanded to
include the promotion of all types
of life jackets, and has become an
annual event that has educated
thousands of children and adults to

the importance of life jacket wear.

In the last couple years, even family
pets have become involved with 49
dogs participating in 2014 with their
special canine life jackets on.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary has
partnered with and has been work-
ing closely with the National Safe
Boating Council and Canadian

Safe Boating Council promoting
this event nationally. Twenty-eight
Auxiliary units participated in

2014. Please check out the “Ready,
Set, Wear It!” event website to see
photos of this year’s participants
(www.readysetwearit.com). Auxil-
iary flotillas/divisions/districts are
encouraged to participate by host-
ing a “Ready, Set, Wear It!” eventin
their area. This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to educate their communities
of the importance of life jacket wear,
and promoting our public education
classes, all while having a fun filled
event. Q
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Staying on Track:
PWC Vessel Safety Checks

Dana Kirk, BC-VEP

ith all of the

training that
Vessel Examiners
undergo, it behooves
us to stay on track
while performing
vessel safety checks.
Each boat is differ-
ent, and depending
upon the size and
the type of boat
examined, the vessel
safety check is dif-
ferent. This article
addresses issues
associated with a
personal watercraft
vessel (PWC) safety
check.”

Recently, a Ves-
sel Examiner (VE)
performed a vessel safety check

on a PWC also examined during
the previous year. After the previ-
ous examination, the owner of the
PWC was awarded a decal that was
not visible on the PWC. The VE
asked where the decal was, and the
owner took it out of the compart-
ment and gave it to the examiner
along with the registration for the
vessel. The owner informed the
VE that he had not wanted the de-
cal placed on the vessel the previ-
ous year because his PWC was new
and the decal was unappealing.

According to the Auxiliary Vessel
Safety Check Manual (COMD-

When conducting Vessel Safety Checks
on personal watercrafts, be mindful that
not every item on the Form 7012 applies!

Photo by Perry Taylor , DIR-Vd (Note:
Registration number deliberately ob-
scured.)

TINST M16796.8), Chapter 2 page
9: “A decal shall be awarded upon
the successful completion of the
VSC. The VE shall ensure it is af-
fixed immediately by the operator
in the presence of the VE. It shall
be affixed in a location that will
not interfere with or obscure the
operator’s view and be readily vis-
ible to authorities while underway.
This is normally on the lower for-
ward corner of a portside window
or a lower corner on the port side
of the windshield. If no window
is available it may be affixed to the
dashboard or the back of a seat. It
should only be affixed to perma-

Continued on page 3
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nently installed equipment.”

A review of the Vessel Safety Check
Form 7012 from last year (2013)
revealed other discrepancies.

The VE failed to state the size of
the vessel and checked off things
such as ventilation and navigation
lights. PWCs do not have naviga-
tion lights, as they must be off the
water by sunset, and, just how does
one check for the natural ventila-
tion on a PWC? These items do

not apply (N/A) on a PWC. It also
failed Backfire Flame Control and
Electrical Systems, yet was award-
ed a decal.

This emphasizes the importance
of the need for vessel examiners to
train yearly, to attend an annual
Vessel Examinations workshop,
and to work together. Our knowl-
edge tends to become rusty over
time and we need reminders.

In the author’s flotilla, vessel
examiners pair off at safety blitzes
and work together. This way, if
one forgets something, the other
will be there to catch the error or
omission. In addition, taking a
copy of the boating laws for your
state to show the boaters what is
legally required may be helpful.

One example of the usefulness of
this practice is once, while per-
forming a vessel safety check on a
canoe, the boater argued that he
was not required to have his regis-
tration on board. Kirk produced a
copy of the boating laws book for
his state and showed the boater
that he was required to do so. Q

A review of the Vessel Safety Check Form 7012 from
last year (2013) revealed other discrepancies. The Ves-
sel Examiner failed to state the size of the vessel and
checked off things such as ventilation, electrical system,
and navigation lights, and according to the form, failed
the ‘Backfire Flame Control’ check. Image provided by
Dana Kirk
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Vessel Safety Check Efficiency

Perry Taylor, Deputy Director

Very often, the first question
asked when trying to conduct
a vessel safety check is, “how long
will this take?” If everything on
the checklist is covered in detail,
an inspection can easily take 45
minutes.

Since boat owners are usually in a
rush to get their vessel into the wa-
ter, it is important that we priori-
tize the information that we con-
vey. Therefore, having a game plan
regarding the key safety points you
want to make will greatly improve
examination efficiency without
compromising quality and allow
the boater to get on with their day.

Here are some suggestions regard-
ing important points to make dur-
ing an examination:

1. Always wear a life jacket and
insist that guests do the same.
Ninety percent of those who
drown were not wearing a life
jacket. Make sure that children
wear correctly fitted life jackets.
More than 460 lives could be
saved annually if people wore
life jackets. Life jackets are
even more important in cold
water. “Cold shock” - a sud-
den gasping for air, increases
drowning risk. Life jackets slow
down the effects of hypother-
mia. Life jackets save lives.

Never drink alcohol while boat-
ing. Sober boaters save lives.

The most important safety item
you need when you go boat-
ing is your brain...switched on
and thinking about your safety
and the safety of others. If it is
working properly, you will be
wearing your life jacket. Stay in
control by taking charge of your
safety and the safety of your
passengers. Boaters between
the ages of 36 and 55 account
for the highest rate of total
boating fatalities. “Don’t forget:
safety begins with you.”

Take a boating safety course.
You may even qualify for a
reduced insurance rate if you
complete a safety course. An
educated boater saves lives.

Understand and obey the Rules
of the Road. Imagine the may-
hem that would result if car
drivers disregarded highway
traffic laws.

Operate at a safe speed and
always maintain a careful look-
out. Know your boats limita-
tions as well as your own. Take
note of visibility, traffic density,
and the proximity of navigation
hazards like shoals, rocks, or
floating objects. Do not invite a
collision by going faster than is
prudent.

Check the weather forecast. A
calm day can quickly turn ugly.

Continued on page 5
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Keep an eye out for changing
weather conditions and stay on
top of the forecast while boat-
ing. Heed weather and storm
advisories.

8. Use a carbon monoxide detec-
tor in all cabins. Engines give
off carbon monoxide (CO), an
odorless, colorless poisonous

gas that can kill. Know the
symptoms of carbon monox-
ide poisoning and avoid being
around the transom when
engines are running.

9. File afloat plan. Always tell
a friend or family member
where you plan to go and when
you will be back. Make it a
habit! Q

Developing Successful Auxiliarists

Andy Render DVC-VE

hen first joining the Auxil-

iary, things can be a little
intimidating. The new member
hears different acronyms, many of
which make no sense at all. They
can be overwhelmed by meet-
ing new friends, and do not know
which uniforms to buy or even how
or when to wear them.

Many new members join with the
idea of going out on the water to
rescue people. They start out by
studying for Boat Crew and soon
understand that this is one of our
more challenging and lengthy cer-
tifications. For new members who
are first learning our way of doing
things, it is easy to become dis-
couraged by the pages and pages
of manuals that must be read. Add
to that the number of performance
gualification standards they need
to master in order to receive their
first certification, and let’s not
forget the intimidation factor of the
Boat Crew qualifying examination
check ride!

Many throw up their hands and
talk about how disenchanted
they are with the Auxiliary. Even
worse, look at our dropout rate
for members having less than 18
months with us. Why would a
successful member even consider
leaving after such a short period?

OK — So what, if anything,
does all this have to do with
Vessel Safety Checks and
Partner Visitations?

Let us allow our new members to
become successful by involving
them in a program that provides
relatively quick recognition, a rib-
bon to wear on their new uniform
and an opportunity to start work-
ing alongside our experienced
members and the boating public.

Qualifying as a Vessel Examiner
or a Program Visitor is no walk-in-
the-park. It requires some home

Continued on page 6
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http://vdept.cgaux.org/video/Grigsby_PSA_Wear_It_07.mp4
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study, successfull completion of an
open book quiz, and an afternoon’s
fieldwork with an experienced
member of their flotilla. We now
however, have someone with a
positive outlook on the Auxiliary,
increased self-confidence in his or
her abilities, high self-esteem, and
someone who feels a part of TEAM
COAST GUARD. Once they have
successfully completed their first
Auxiliary challenge, they are better
prepared to take on the more dif-
ficult tasks.

Some new members may be more
interested in helping someone by
examining their boat while others

are more comfortable talking with
our Marine Dealer Partners. Either
way they are involved. They are
learning more about the Auxiliary
and even more importantly, they
are successful in their first attempt
to become certified in one of our
programs.

Next time you meet with a new
member, talk to them about our
Vessel Examinations and Program
Visitor programs and encourage
them to visit our web page. Help
start them off in their Auxiliary
career by allowing them to be
successful by certifying in a “SAR
Prevention Program”. Q)

the breech closed.

Potentially Defective Visual

Distress Signal

Joseph Reichal, BC-VPP

hy should boaters periodical-

ly check their safety equip-
ment and get a Vessel Safety Check
(VSC)?

The main reason is safety! The ob-
jective of periodic safety equipment
checks and the VSC is to ensure
that a boat meets federal safety
standards; in an emergency, the
necessary equipment to save lives
and summon help is available; and
that the required equipment has
not exceeded its expiration date, if
applicable.

This article will discuss an issue

the boat owner and vessel examin-
ers need to be aware of. It is also
an issue that should be mentioned
during boating safety classes. It
will inform you of a potential safety
deficiency and what should be
done if the deficiency is discovered.

One of the pyrotechnic devices that
can be used as a visual distress sig-
nal is a plastic flare launcher/gun.
The remainder of this article will
discuss a potential safety issue with
the Orion™ flare launcher/gun
and what should be accomplished

Continued on page 7
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to ensure it is in serviceable condi-
tion.

The potential safety issue with the
Orion™ flare launcher/gun is the
nylon material used to keep the
breech closed. It can deform and
jam the opening mechanism. This
may keep the barrel from open-
ing wide enough to accept a flare
cartridge; thus, rendering the flare
launcher/gun useless in an emer-
gency. To check to see if a flare
launcher/gun is defective, simply
attempt to open the chamber. It
will be readily apparent if the flare
launcher/gun is defective be-
cause chamber will open less than
an inch. If brute force is used to
completely open the chamber, the
locking mechanism will be broken
and the chamber will not close and
lock. This condition will also ren-
der the flare launcher/gun useless.

If you should encounter one of
the defective flare launcher/guns,
you may return it to Orion™ and
they will send you a replacement.
Be sure to include your name and
address.

Simply mail the defective unit to:

Orion Safety Products
Marine Division
28320 St Michaels Rd
Easton, MD 21601

This defect was identified over 10
years ago and was publicized at
that time. It is being brought to
your attention at this time because
defective flare launchers/guns are

still being found in the boating
community.

While you are checking for this de-
fect, there is another simple check
you can do to ensure the flare
launcher/gun if functioning cor-
rectly. Here is what you should do:

1. Open the chamber and ensure
there is not a cartridge in the
chamber. (Figure 1)

2. Cock the hammer and visually
inspect the firing pin to ensure
it is intact. (Figure 2)

3. Very gently, place you finger
near the area where the firing
pin enters the chamber area
(Figure 3). Pull the trigger. You
should feel the firing pin enter
the chamber area.

4. If the firing pin is not felt after
the trigger is pulled, a portion
of the firing pin may have been
broken off and it will not fire
the cartridge. It is recommend-
ed a new flare launcher/gun be
purchased or other required
signaling VSD be obtained.

By accomplishing these simple
checks, the boater can be assured
the means to launch a pyrotechnic
visual distress signal in an emer-
gency will function correctly. Q

(Orion™ images provided by Joseph
Reichal)
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SO-PA Tampa Bay, D7

RIVERVIEW, Fla. — A trailer in need of
repair and the tides conspired to give
this vessel a bath. Allisions and collisions
are not the only reasons to consider boat
insurance. Photo by George Papabeis,

Boat Insurance—\Who Needs It?

Bruce White, BA-VEV

he last thing anyone wants to

think about before heading out
for a day on the water is insurance.
When a Vessel Examiner, however,
gets to the “Discussion Items” por-
tion of the Vessel Safety Check, a
few well thought out comments on
the topic of insurance consider-
ations may prove valuable.

If the boat is paid
for and trailered,
then boat insurance
is most likely not
required, though
boaters should
check their state
requirements to
make sure. How-
ever, owners with
boat loans can
expect their banks
to require boat
insurance. Simi-
larly, insurance will
likely be mandatory
for boats keptin a
marinaslip or dry
storage.

Every boater should

ask, “If lamina

collision with an-
other boat, am | definitely protect-
ed in the event of claims and law-
suits brought by the other party?”
If the answer is ‘no’ then serious
consideration should be given to
purchasing boat insurance.

Unfortunately, we live in a litigious
society, and boaters typically spend

a lot of money for their boats. Hav-
ing boat insurance will bring both
peace of mind and protect their
assets.

A standard homeowner’s insurance
policy provides little physical dam-
age coverage, and only while the
boat is on the homeowner’s prop-
erty. It may, however, be possible
to add marine enhancement cover-
age to the policy. Boaters can often
obtain a multi-policy discount by
obtaining a boat policy from the
same company that provides their
home and/or auto insurance. Even
if they go to a different provider for
boat insurance, it may be possible
to receive a discounted rate if they
have taken a safe boating course.

Many companies offer boat insur-
ance and research is necessary be-
fore selecting the most appropriate
and affordable policy. The price of
boat insurance varies widely and is
affected by many factors including
the age and boating experience of
the owner, and condition, type, and
location of the boat. For example,
coverage for inland boats may

be cheaper and physical damage
coverage may be less expensive for
boats with diesel engines. Similar-
ly, a lay-up discount may be avail-
able for boaters in colder climates.

There are several types of coverage
such as agreed value, actual cash
value, and replacement cost, and

Continued on page 9
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various deductible options, which
will be either a fixed amount or a
percentage of the coverage. Liabil-
ity limits normally are $100,000,
$300,000, $500,000, or even
higher. Hull insurance is similar to
a combination of comprehensive
and collision insurance on autos,
and liability coverage may be called

Protection and Indemnity (P&l).
Purchasing umbrella insurance is
another option for having in-
creased liability coverage.

Vessel Examiners will be doing
the boat owner a favor during the
examination by making sure he or
she has thought about the advis-
ability of boat insurance. Q

“Ready, Set, Wear, It!” Gets Boost from
Social Media Campaign:

Social Networking Used to Increase
Boating Safety Awareness

Dottie Riley, BC-VCP

his year, the “Ready, Set, Wear

I1t!” campaign, sponsored
through a partnership between the
National Safe Boating Council and
Canadian Safe Boating Council,
added a new twist to its annual life
jacket awareness promotion.

While the “Ready, Set Wear It!”
Facebook page has been around for
several years, two years ago, they
added the “Wear Your Life Jacket
to Work” campaign that invited
people to take photos of them-
selves wearing their life jackets to
work and post them to Facebook.

Darren Hart, The National Safe
Boating Week coordinator for
Division 7 Tampa Bay and a social
media enthusiast, took this one-
step further by creating a Twitter
campaign inviting others to take

a photo of themselves wearing
their life jacket, commonly known
as ‘selfies’, and send it via Twit-

ter or post it to Facebook. His
‘tweet’ was ‘re-tweeted’ (reposted/
forwarded) by the National Safe
Boating Council and garnered over
500 responses. Selfies came from
as far as Alaska and included Coast
Guard units and state and national
government agencies in addition to
hundreds of private individuals.

Some of the more notable ‘selfie’
contributors included the National
Transportation Safety Board, Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, BoatUS, Mustang
Survival Corporation, and WFLA
970 Newsradio, St. Petersburg.

While this ‘selfie’ campaign is in

its first year, it proved quite effec-
tive in helping to increase boater’s
awareness about the importance of
wearing a life jacket. Q

Some of the photos
‘tweeted’ to
#PFDselfie@lifejacket7

Coast Guard Alaska

BoatUS National Headquarters

National Transportation Safety
Board

DiscoverBoating
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BAINBRIDGE, Ga., Mar.9, 2014—The Coast
Guard Auxiliary conducts its fourth annual Ves-
sel Safety Check Blitz for the Bassmaster Elite
Series Tournament Anglers. Participating Ves-
sel Examiners travelled as far as 307 miles to flotilla to
participate. (Names of participants pictured the event
above are listed on next page.) Photo provided was Flo-

by Charles Truthan

Auxiliary “Goes Fishing”
Bassmaster Elite Series Tournament Vessel

Safety Check Blitz

Charles Truthan, FL 15-3 Ocala

he United States Coast Guard

Auxiliary conducted its fourth
annual Vessel Safety Check Blitz
for the Bassmaster Elite Series
Tournament Anglers, on March 9,
2014, at Bainbridge High School,
in Bainbridge, Georgia. Bainbridge
is located within District 8 CR near
the border of District 7. The Bass-
master Elite Series Tournament in-
cludes the top 100 bass anglers in
the world.

This year’s
event
received di-
rect support
from the V
Directorate,
which made
it easier

for Charles
Truthan,
event Co-
ordinator,
to organize
participa-
tion across
district
lines.

The closest

tilla 12
Apalachee
Bay

(D8CR), at 56 miles from Bain-
bridge, and the furthest participant
traveled from Flotilla 7-16 Gulf-
port, Fla. (D7), 307 miles (one-
way). Several participants traveled
a day early and overnighted at their
own expense to be ready for the
11:30 a.m. briefing in Bainbridge.

Of the 15 participants, 13 were Ves-
sel Examiners (VE). The two non-
examiners provided administrative
and organizational support, duties
performed in prior events by the
limited VE staff. Five participants
were from District 81 and ten were
from District 7 (six from the coor-
dinator’s flotilla).

Planning for the event started in
March of 2013, utilizing lessons
learned from the third annual blitz
held in Orange, Texas. Using the
CGAUX.org website’s “Flotilla
Finder”, the five closest flotillas to
Bainbridge, Ga., were identified.
An e-mail list of the appropriate
District 8 Chain of Leadership and
Management positions was formu-
lated utilizing the information in
AUXOFFICER/AUXDIRECTORY.
Additionally, the VEs in each

of the five closest Flotillas were
included in e-mailings. Later, this
was expanded to include District

7 leadership when additional VE
volunteers were needed.

Continued on page 11
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The Coast Guard Auxiliary coordi-
nator received permission to sit at
the Registration tables. They gave
the anglers a CD-ROM with the
“Wear It” and “Wear It CGAUX”
graphics that they could incorpo-
rate into their boat wraps, “Wear
It” decals, two rubberized “Wear
It” patches, a handout with the
Federal Requirements for their
vessels, and the CGAUX.org web-
site to obtain a Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) at home at their conve-
nience.

The coordinator also met with

Mr. Jerry McKinnis, one of the
three BASS, LLC principals who
expressed his appreciation to the
Auxiliary for their participation.
They also discussed plans for the
Auxiliary to setup a Recreational
Boating Safety tent/booth at each
of the BASS, LLC national tourna-
ments. Mr. McKinnis was all for
the idea and said he would pass his
approval down to his staff member,
whom the coordinator was already
working with.

BASS, LLC is the sponsoring cor-
poration of the Tournament. They
permit the Auxiliary to conduct the
Vessel Examinations blitz at their
event. By tournament regulation,
every angler is required to meet all
federal and state boating regula-
tions. The Tournament officials
perform their version of a “safety
check” each day of the tournament
by checking lights and life jack-
ets. Anglers who do not meet the
regulations are disqualified from
participation. Anglers are required

to wear a life jacket whenever the
outboard motor is running. They
are not, however, required to wear
them when using the electric troll-
ing motor.

The anglers were the driving force
behind the Auxiliary’s invitation
that first year and they continue to
support annual VSCs. In addition,
they are starting to participate in
Public Service Announcements

as well as to support the National
Safe Boating Council’s “Wear It”
campaign. These anglers are true
ambassadors for promoting Boat-
ing Safety and Fishing.

The opening event of the Bassmas-
ter Elite Series Tournament is held
in a different location every year.
The first year of the Auxiliary’s
participation was in Leesburg, Fla.,
although the first blitz was held

at their second event in Palatka,
Florida. The third year, the event
was held in Orange, Texas, and this
year, in Bainbridge. The first year’s
event was held during the prelimi-
nary and actual tournament days.
The following years, and at the re-
quest of BASS, LLC, it was moved
to during their registration period.

With the variations in locations,
every year presents another op-
portunity for the Coast Guard
Auxiliary to show its flexibility and
adaptability as the needs of these
tournaments unfold. Q

Be sure to watch the Public
Service Announcemnts on
page five and use them at
your next Recreational Boat-
ing Safety event!

Bassmaster Elite Series
Tournament Vessel
Safety Check Blitz

March 9, 2014

Participants:

Flotilla 12 Apalachee Bay (D81)
56 miles:
Fran D. Keating

Flotilla 14 Destin-Ft. Walton
Beach (D81) 126 miles:
Kenneth B. Weeks
Mark E. Waltman
Joseph P Giangrosso JR,

Flotilla 19 Panama Beach (D81)
88 miles:
Leslie H Combs

Flotilla 22 Marietta (D7)
277 miles:
Robert Miller
Gene Hall

Flotilla 27 Central Lakes (D7)
230 miles:
Richard C. Bogden

Flotilla 7-16 Gulfport (D7)
307 miles:
Donald E. Rimel

Flotilla 15-3 Ocala (D7)
234 miles:
Charles E. Truthan
Victor Dvorak
Joyce Dvorak
George Hendricks
Shon Limor
Nathan Richards
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For Safety’s Sake communicates news and information both
up and down the chain of leadership and management. It is
a vehicle for V-Directorate’s division and branch chiefs to relay
program changes and new information to our Vessel Examiners
and Recreational Boating Safety Program Visitors. It is also a
means by which we can publish and applaud the creativity and
accomplishments of our members.

Innovations do not always originate at the top. Often, they origi-
nate at flotilla and division levels. What has your flotilla done to
promote Vessel Safety Checks and Program Visits? What have
you done to deliver the Boating Safety message?

We have amazingly creative members who take advantage of the
tried and true as well as new venues and activities to get out the
message. For Safety’s Sake wants to hear about what

- you are doing! We also need photographs of Vessel Safety
Checks and Program Visits.

Send your photos to: dottierileyl@verizon.net.

§ & - When sending photographs, please send them as attachments.
Do not embed them in a document. Be sure to tell us who is in

5 the photo, when and where it was taken, what is depicted, and

- - tell us who took the picture. Get your flotilla some national rec-
' ognition! Send us your best ideas to share with others.

Visit the Vessel Examination and Partner Visitation Web Site often for valuable resources and program
information. Be sure to check out ‘What’s New’, ‘Questions and Answers’, and other resources located
under the ‘Members Only’ tab.

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=v-dept




