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ABSTRACT

This study aims to promote knowledge and understanding of the 1898 Wilmington Race
Riot by informing and exploring the function of Alexander L. Manly, the Wilmington Daily
Record, and the editorial “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” in past and present 1898 Wilmington Race Riot
narratives. Both the dominant (past) and new (present) narratives reinforce the idea that Manly’s
18 August 1898 editorial, “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” caused, motivated, or otherwise inspired the
1898 Wilmington Race Riot; both narratives likewise maintain Manly wrote the editorial as a
response to Rebecca Latimer Felton’s 1897 speech before the Georgia State Agricultural Society,
“Woman on the Farm.” I argue Manly’s purpose for writing the editorial, and consequently his
role in the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot, as defined by the dominant and new narratives is
misleading and short-sighted. Although Manly directly addresses Felton in “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech,” he indirectly addresses the 18 August 1898 editorial, “A White Man’s Country,”
written by Wilmington Morning Star editor William H. Bernard. Each text—“Mrs. Felton’s
Speech,” “A White Man’s Country,” and “Woman on the Farm”—is re-contextualized,
explicated, analyzed, and engaged with 1898 Wilmington Race Riot narratives. Approaching
these primary historical documents as texts consequently reveals clandestine features of Manly,
the Daily Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech.” By adding ways to think and talk about their roles
in the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot, this thesis subtracts from the symbolic power of this local

legend used to regulate normative behavior.
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INTRODUCTION

This study aims to promote knowledge and understanding of the 1898 Wilmington Race
Riot by exploring and informing the function of Alexander L. Manly, the Wilmington Daily
Record, and the editorial “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” in past and present 1898 Wilmington Race Riot
narratives. This introduction will familiarize readers with the historical details of the Wilmington
Race Riot, relate the stories told about the Wilmington Race Riot and explain how they operate,
and outline the structure and arguments of later chapters.

In post-Reconstruction North Carolina, the alliance of Populists and Republicans, known
as Fusion, defeated the Democratic Party in 1894 and 1896. Elected Governor in 1896, Daniel L.
Russell was North Carolina’s first Republican governor since the end of Reconstruction twenty
years earlier (1898 Wilmington Race Riot Commission 34). Determined to regain power in the
fall of 1898, Democratic Party campaign chair Furnifold Simmons invented a platform based on
appeals to white supremacy and orchestrated party member’s delivery of the message through
stump speeches, newspapers and pamphlets, and terroristic violence. With a large population of
whites and blacks, winning Wilmington’s votes was a primary objective of the Democratic Party.

Wilmington’s African American population had a small but noticeable influence on
Wilmington’s social, economic, and political climate, and Democrats used violence and threats
of violence to deter African Americans from political involvement; race-baiting journalism
persuaded many whites to vote the Democratic ticket (1898 56). The Wilmington Daily Record,
an African American owned and operated daily newspaper, published an editorial speaking out
against the white press’ prejudiced reportage of the African American race on 18 August 1898.

Democratic newspapers picked up this editorial—written by Record owner and editor, Alexander



L. Manly, and titled “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”—and manipulated its content to support their
arguments against African American character (1898 94).

Around the beginning of October, Democratic newspapers throughout North Carolina
and the South—especially the Wilmington Morning Star and Wilmington Messenger—began
reprinting “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” ad nauseam until the 8 November 1898 election (1898 99).
The Democratic press presented Manly as the epitome of “uppity” African Americans
responsible for the “evils” caused by “Negro domination,” “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” as damning
evidence of the African American male’s threat to the virtue of white womanhood, and the
Record as a greenhouse where this sentiment is nurtured. With the symbolic power of Manly, the
Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” the Democratic Party successfully planted resentment and
animosity in Wilmington and North Carolina whites towards African Americans, and the 1898
election ushered Democrats into seats in North Carolina’s state government. But, many coveted
government positions were still occupied by Fusionists, including governor, collector of customs,
and Wilmington’s mayor, board of aldermen, and chief of police. Manly’s act of writing “Mrs.
Felton’s Speech” provided, in the minds of many Wilmington whites, moral justification for
revolutionary activity. (1898 99)

Prominent Democratic speaker Alfred Moore Waddell read a statement now referred to
as the “White Declaration of Independence” during a 9 November 1898 meeting of white males
at the New Hanover County Courthouse, and four hundred and forty-five men signed the
manuscript (1898 114). Arguing the editorial published by the African American paper was vile
slander, the courts provided no adequate punishment for this offensive exercise of the First
Amendment, and publicly insulting white women warranted lynching Manly, the seventh

proclamation contained in the “White Declaration of Independence” ordered the Record to cease



publication and its editor to leave Wilmington within twenty-four hours (qtd. in 1898 115). A
Committee of Colored Citizens was designated to deliver the resolution to Manly and reply to
Waddell at his home by 7:30 the next morning. On 10 November, a tragic miscommunication of
Shakespearean proportions resulted in Waddell leading a previously organized militia to the
Record’s office in Love and Charity Hall with intentions of seizing the paper’s publisher and
publishing materials. When no one answered the door, they proceeded to break into the office,
destroy any materials that looked like they belonged to the paper, and set it on fire (1898 121).
This early morning destruction of property initiated a day of murderous injustice in Wilmington:
a day that has come to be called the Wilmington Race Riot.*

Like almost any event of historical significance, our understanding of and the way we
talk about the Wilmington Race Riot changes over time. In Narrative, Political Unconscious,
and Racial Violence in Wilmington, North Carolina, Leslie Hossfeld traces the evolution of the
Wilmington Race Riot narrative across more than one hundred years. She identifies the
“dominant narrative” of the Wilmington Race Riot, simplified as the elite white version of the
Wilmington Race Riot that defends white aggression against blacks as a protective measure,
redirects white fault to African Americans, and uses the Wilmington Race Riot as an instructive
anecdote to stifle those holding alternative accounts of the Wilmington Race Riot into fearful and
obedient silence (Hossfeld 100). Almost one hundred years later, a “new narrative” exposed the
“official history” of the Wilmington Race Riot, and promoted reconciliation of the races and

individual responsibility for success (Hossfeld 108). Although the new narrative’s “official

! This thesis uses the terms “Wilmington Race Riot” or “1898 Wilmington Race Riot” to describe the 10 November
1898 violence to avoid confusion. However, more appropriate terms include, but are not limited to, “tragedy,”
“massacre,” “violence,” “mass murder,” “bloodbath,” and “slaughter.” Some scholars also prefer the term “coup,” a
dysphemism of the dominant narrative’s “revolution,” “rebellion,” or “revolt.” Perhaps the most appropriate term is
“1898 Wilmington White Riot,” since a large group of whites initiated the noisy, public, violent protest against the
Record’s office.
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history” illuminates multiple causes of the violence besides Manly’s editorial, “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech” is still charged with causing the Wilmington Race Riot. These two narratives, the
dominant narrative and the new narrative, provide the organizing framework for this thesis’
theoretical approach to studying the purpose, message, and author of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech.”

History, as they say, is written by the winners; in 1898, the Democratic Party defeated
opposing parties largely due to the success of their white supremacy movement, and their
campaign rhetoric laid the groundwork for perpetuating the dominant narrative and instituting
the Jim Crow Era. After 10 November 1898, the “self-deceptive techniques of selective
omission, blaming the enemy, fabrication, exaggeration, and embellishment” manifested
linguistically as elite whites developed a narrative that rationalized and memorialized the
Wilmington Race Riot in a flattering light (Hossfeld 100). This narrative acquires appeals to
patriotism and democracy from the rhetoric of the American Revolution and Confederacy, and
called upon “Men of the Cape Fear” to rebel against Republican and “Negro domination” just as
their forefathers resisted the tyrannous British and federal governments (Hossfeld 34). The
“White Declaration of Independence” exemplifies the extent to which elite whites carried the
Revolutionary comparison. But the dominant narrative of the Wilmington Race Riot adds a
unique spin to this rhetoric, as allusions to democracy and patriotism merged with references to
white supremacy and the protection of white womanhood (Hossfeld 33).

Hossfeld explains, “Mixing metaphors of beauty (white womanhood), courage, honor,
virtue and independence, all borrowed language from both the Revolutionary War and the Civil
War, the white supremacy campaign masqueraded in the guise of ‘democracy’ via the ‘protection
of white womanhood’ and ‘the end of Negro rule’” (36). Of course, there is always more than

one side to a story, and Hossfeld identifies a “private narrative” relating the African American,



or their sympathizers’, vision of the Wilmington Race Riot. However, the “public narrative,” or
dominant narrative, was so powerful that alternative versions of the Wilmington Race Riot were
stifled by the fear of death, exile, or social ruin (Hossfeld 49). In sum, the dominant narrative
operates to deflect white culpability by casting blacks as the antagonists and whites as the
protagonists defending the American way. It justifies white aggression against blacks on the
grounds of protecting white womanhood and liberty, and suppresses alternative versions of the
Wilmington Race Riot with the promise of a fate similar to those whose bodies (so they say)
dyed the Cape Fear red (Hossfeld 120).

Efforts to construct and perpetuate the dominant narrative of the Wilmington Race Riot
began with Wilmington’s elite white writers and speakers before the 10 November, and national
papers quickly absorbed their story. The American reading public learned about the Wilmington
Race Riot the day after it happened by reading newspapers, which drew on local testimonies and
newspaper reporting of the event to inform their coverage. For example, the 11 November 1898
edition of the Hartford Courant related this destruction of property, and the violence that
occurred afterward, to their subscribers in an article written by Alfred Moore Waddell (the same
man who led destruction of the Record on 10 November, and Wilmington’s “acting” mayor),
titled “EIGHT NEGROES DEAD. Result of Race Riot in Wilmington, N.C. ALL THE CITY
OFFICIALS RESIGN. Mob Destroys a Colored Newspaper Office—Negroes Open Fire Upon
Whites—Troops Called Out—New Municipal Government in Charge” (1). Waddell, and those
who rose to power alongside him, recognized the importance of getting the white version of the
Wilmington Race Riot (what became the dominant narrative) into circulation in order to stifle

any efforts to investigate their illegal activities.



In his Hartford Courant article, Waddell explains the role of Manly, the Record, and
“Mrs. Felton’s Speech” in the Wilmington Race Riot to readers as follows:

The trouble in Wilmington today began at 8:30 o’clock this morning when an armed
body of citizens, numbering about 400 and led by ex-Representative Waddell, chairman
of a committee of twenty-five appointed for the purpose, proceeded to the publishing
house of the “Record” to wreck it. Editor Manly had published an article defamatory of
white women, and a mass meeting of citizens yesterday ordered his expulsion from the
city. Fifteen leading negroes were called in by the committee of twenty-five last night
and directed to notify the chairman by 7:30 o’clock this morning whether they would
agree to the removal of the press. They were informed that if no answer were returned the
press would be demolished.

Newspaper Office Wrecked
No answer was received by the chairman this morning, and after waiting an hour the
citizens proceed in a body and demolished the fixtures of the printing office. The building
was also fired and gutted. The leaders say that this action was the work of irresponsible
persons, and as soon as the fire was discovered the fire department was called out to
extinguish it. The burning of the printing office created a great commotion among the
negroes of the town. The rumor spread that the whites were going to burn and murder in
the negro quarter. This rumor reached the negro employees of a cotton compress
numbering 300 or 400, who quit work and hung about the street in manifest terror. Other
parties congregated in the negro section, and it was in one of these that the first tragedy
was enacted. The men were standing on a corner and ordered to disperse. They declined,
and, it is claimed, fired into the whites. (Waddell 1)

This reflects the dominant narrative in two ways: first, it places African Americans at fault;
second, it characterizes whites’ destructive and violent behavior toward the African American
community as last-resort protective measures.

Waddell characterizes Manly’s “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” as “defamatory of white women,”
and insulting white women warranted exiling Manly from Wilmington; thus, Manly is the
primary outlaw in the dominant narrative. The failure of the “leading negroes” to notify the
chairman—Waddell himself—whether they would “agree to the removal of the press” on time
required Waddell and a group of “about” four hundred “armed citizens” to finish a job
abandoned by African Americans (Waddell 1). The African Americans who (again) deserted

their jobs to loiter in “manifest terror” did not follow the direct order to “disperse” and “fired



into the whites” (Waddell 1). Without going into detailed analysis, this presentation of “the
trouble in Wilmington” argues that Wilmington’s African Americans brought tribulation on
themselves and portrays them as villainous, ineffectual, and violent.

Waddell emphasizes that whites resorted to the use of force because African Americans
left them no other alternative. Instead of lynching Manly (the customary Southern punishment
for African American men who “attacked” white women), these benevolent men allowed him the
option of leaving town. Whites gave the “leading negros” fair warning; they failed to deliver the
response on time (typical!), and compelled whites to destroy the publishing office themselves
(Waddell 1). Even though Waddell hedges about who fired the first shots, “it is claimed”
nonetheless (1).

The dominant narrative, exemplified by Waddell’s article, influenced newspaper
coverage of the Wilmington Race Riot across the country and thus informed people’s
understanding of the event. The 12 November 1898 edition of the Messenger states “Beyond the
newspaper reports, no information from Wilmington or Greenwood has reached the [McKinley]
administration from any source” (“Federal Action”). This statement represents the way in which
the dominant narrative proliferated by newspapers then informed national understanding of the
Wilmington Race Riot from the biased and self-serving perspective of Wilmington’s white elites.
It also suggests that the main reason for the destruction of the Record was not because of the
editorial, but because the existence of the Record threatened the security of white supremacy—
and, by default, the dominant narrative.

A “new narrative” of the Wilmington Race Riot developed and gained popularity around
the same time the ideology of the Civil Rights Movement took root in America. Hossfeld uses

the 1898 Centennial Foundation’s work to define this new narrative, which has three organizing



evaluative principles (108). The new narrative involves a plea for reconciliation between whites
and blacks that absolves the living from the guilt of their ancestor’s sins, and emphasizes that
“no one living today” bears personal responsibility for the Wilmington Race Riot (Hossfeld 108).
It includes an “official history” of the Wilmington Race Riot that resurrects suppressed historical
details, such as the group of conspirators known as the “Secret Nine.” Also, the Foundation’s
position on reparations mirrors the “ideology of color-blind liberalism...a type of liberalism that
argues the color of one’s skin should make no difference in the way they are treated” (Hossfeld
121). Color-blind liberalism maintains the social progress of the Civil Rights Movement
successfully removed the obstacles blocking African Americans from “having the freedom of
opportunity,” and places the responsibility for achievement solely on the individual, regardless of
race (Hossfeld 121). Basically, the new narrative emphasizes that racism existed in the past,
rather than the present, and that the American ideals of equal opportunity and individual
achievement should win out over reparations.

The new narrative effectually sustains racial inequality and white social, political, and
economic dominance in the Wilmington area, critiques Hossfeld. While the dominant narrative
covered up white responsibility, some argue the new narrative’s emphasis on the absolution of
living descendants of white Wilmington Race Riot participants pardons whites completely
(Hossfeld 109). The “official history” sheds light on the untold stories of the Wilmington Race
Riot, yet it did not address the political, social, economic, and psychological losses suffered by
Wilmington’s African American community (Hossfeld 115). Like those voices calling out for
help in 1898, the Foundation “dismissed” or otherwise silenced voices for reparations (Hossfeld
118). In the dominant narrative, Manly represents the sort of “uppity” African Americans

responsible for the “evils” caused by “Negro domination,” “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” symbolizes



the “threat” black men posed to white womanhood and the need for “protection,” and the burning
of the Record provides a lesson on the consequences of challenging the dominant narrative. To
subvert the dominant narrative, as well as respond to Hossfeld’s critiques of the new narrative,
this thesis contributes an unofficial history of the Record, “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” and Alexander
Manly that addresses a significant loss suffered by the black community in Wilmington and
North Carolina and allows a heretofore obscured, dismissed, and silenced voice a chance to be
heard.

Re-searching and investigating the “cause” of the Wilmington Race Riot through analysis
of primary texts helps to unfetter Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” from the
linguistic chains placed upon them by the dominant narrative and present new ways to think and
talk about their role in the Wilmington Race Riot. Secondary texts that correspond, at least
temporally, with the new narrative and inform my analyses include Leon Prather’s We Have
Taken A City: The Wilmington Racial Massacre and Coup of 1898 (1984, 2006) and David
Cecelski’s and Timothy B. Tyson’s collection of essays, Democracy Betrayed: The Wilmington
Riot of 1898 and its Legacy (1998). The 1898 Wilmington Race Riot Commission’s 1898
Wilmington Race Riot Report (2006) is this thesis’ main source of information on the
Wilmington Race Riot. Hossfeld may find yet another “new” narrative developing after this
publication, as the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot Report” makes recommendations that “seek to
repair the moral, economic, civic, and political damage wrought by the violence and
discrimination resulting from a conspiracy to re-take control of the city, county, and state
governments by the Democratic Party’s white supremacy campaign” (1).

One prominent way that these sources, along with Hossfeld’s dissertation, reinforce the

dominant narrative is by clinging to the idea that Manly’s “editorial proved to be the catalyst for

2 Abbreviated henceforth: 1898 WRRR.



the November 10" violence” (Hossfeld 5). For example, Prather writes that Manly’s editorial
“turned out to be the main source of fuel for white heat” (68). Whites’ essay in Democracy
Betrayed, “Love, Hate, Rape, and Lynching,” asserts that Manly’s publication was “an act that
was like throwing gasoline on the smoldering embers of the previous summer’s mayhem of
lynching and mob violence” (157). Glenda Gilmore’s observations, also included in Democracy
Betrayed, offer a more accurate description of the role Manly’s editorial actually played in the
Wilmington Race Riot and begin to shake up the dominant narrative’s stand on the Manly
editorial. She elucidates the content of Manly’s editorial “played directly into the ‘home
protection’ campaign and brushed up against white men’s bruised patriarchy” and “It was the
sexually charged political climate that gave Manly’s words their explosive effect” (Gilmore 78).

Instead of insisting that Manly’s editorial was a major factor in the evolution of the
Wilmington Race Riot, the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot Commission argues, “Discussion of the
1898 white supremacy campaign cannot be complete without analyzing the contributions of
Alexander Manly to the political circus” (95). Yet, J. Vincent Lowry, whose essay “Ever
Threatened...Ever in Need: Alexander Manly’s Confrontation with the Democratic Campaign in
1898 North Carolina” is included in Appendix G of the 1898 WRRR, claims, “Manly inspired
this act of violence” (351). Thus, while the 1898 WRRR itself downplays the dominant
narrative’s claim that Manly’s editorial precipitated the Wilmington Race Riot, it still contributes
to the continuation of the dominant narrative by including Lowry’s essay.

This thesis burns the dominant narrative’s record of the Wilmington Race Riot by
lighting up contextual information about Manly, the reasons he wrote the editorial, and the
editorial’s message through analysis of 1898 Wilmington newspapers guided by secondary

sources that exist outside of Wilmington Race Riot narratives. Historical, sociological, political,
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and literary texts on the Wilmington Race Riot serve as a touchstone for enriching understanding
of Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” with perspectives drawn from studies on the
South and North Carolina in the post-Reconstruction era, white supremacy ideologies, American
journalism, African American resistance to white supremacy movements in the press, and
numerous other sources that shed light on Manly’s rhetorical situation.

| began my investigation with the discursive moment at the center past and present
Wilmington Race Riot narratives: Manly’s 18 August Record editorial, “Mrs. Felton’s Speech.”
Extant copies of the Record are few and far between, and the 18 August edition is almost
completely illegible.® Thus, I have used a reproduction of the original editorial printed in the
Messenger on 20 October1898; of all the reprints available, | chose this one because it attaches
an affidavit from New Hanover County Clerk of Superior Court, John D. Taylor, after the
reprinted editorial testifying that it is an accurate and honest reproduction of the original
editorial.* Considering the lack of journalistic ethics and objectivity characteristic of the North
Carolina Democratic press in 1898, it is imperative to keep in mind that | analyze a reproduction
of the original in one of these newspapers.

The fact that there is no readily-available original copy of the 18 August 1898 edition of
the Record for analysis one hundred and twelve years after the Wilmington Race Riot is
suggestive of the dominant narrative’s restrictive power over freedom of the press and speech.
Influenced by the characterization of Manly’s editorial in the Democratic press, which typically
described the editorial as “defamatory of white women” (Waddell 1), many white readers
responded to the editorial with a defensive attitude of white supremacy. Chapter | describes the

newspapers’ function in 1898 Wilmington and identifies sections of Manly’s editorial that the

¥ See Appendix B.
* See Appendix C.
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white Democratic press later used against him. Then, I analyze interpretation of “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech” from the perspective of the audience of the white Democratic press.

As demonstrated in Chapter I, the dominant narrative hinges on the idea Manly wrote
“Mrs. Felton’s Speech” to publicly defame white women, but contemporary scholars frequently
point out that Manly’s editorial was a response to a speech made by Rebecca Latimer Felton,
titled “Woman on the Farm.” Most now agree that Manly’s editorial was a comeback to a reprint
of this speech in the 18 August 1898 edition of the Wilmington Morning Star.> Some suggest
that an imprecise dateline provoked Manly to attend to what he thought was a recent advocacy of
lynching.® In an effort to negate and desexualize Manly’s motive for writing “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech” as supplied by the dominant narrative and perpetuated by the new narrative, I consulted
primary documents to identify Manly’s “inspiration.”

Chapter II analyzes Felton’s speech within the environment Manly encountered it (the 18
August Morning Star article, “Mrs. Felton Speaks,” written by J.A. Holman), and re-
contextualization of Holman’s “Mrs. Felton Speaks” expands Manly’s purpose for writing the
editorial. While re-perusing the 18 August edition of the Morning Star, | discovered Manly was
responding not only to Mrs. Felton, but also to the editorial written by William H. Bernard, titled
“A White Man’s Country.” Bernard uses Felton’s speech to support his own position on the color
line, and his promotion of establishing a race law represented a far more immediate threat to
Manly and Wilmington’s African American community than Felton’s advocacy of lynching.
Textual analyses of Felton’s speech as it appeared in the Star and of Bernard’s editorial included

in Chapter II foreground Chapter III’s examination of Manly’s editorial to support the argument

® See Appendix A.
® See Appendix A, “Mrs. Felton Speaks.”
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that both Felton’s and Bernard’s opinion on the color line influenced Manly’s decision to write
“Mrs. Felton’s Speech.”

Chapter I1I situates “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” within the tradition of the African American
press to reroute the dominant narrative’s interpretive direction. Building upon the argument that
Manly was actually responding to the rhetoric of Bernard and Felton, Chapter I11 breaks down
the argument of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” and abolishes the dominant narrative’s characterization
of it as simply “defamatory of white women” (Waddell 1). In “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” Manly
contends against race prejudice, journalistic demagoguery, and hypocrisy to fight for the virtue
of his race and equal educational opportunities. Instead of studying Manly’s editorial as the
“cause” of the Wilmington Race Riot, it should be approached as an early and important African
American literary contribution and response to the democratic “experiment” in the South during
the post-Reconstruction era.

The Conclusion consolidates the investigative results of the preceding chapters and
argues for a fresh conceptualization of Manly. His overt sexism and advocacy of racial purity
demonstrate that he, too, was a product of the time, yet his argument in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”
reveals him as an early adopter and advocate of the color-blind liberalism characteristic of the
twentieth-century American Civil Rights Movement. While history typically treats Manly as a
Demosthenes—a cowardly speaker who propels his people into battle only to retreat in the face
of danger—he promoted his cause without resorting to physical force or terroristic violence,
something later admired as non-violent resistance.

This thesis’ findings on the purpose, argument, and author of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”
bring to light the considerable impact the loss of the Record had on African American

communities in Wilmington as well as throughout North Carolina and the South, and appraises
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the psychological damage whites inflicted on blacks by destroying their agency to build a

community in their own image.
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CHAPTER I

This chapter argues whites ensured the continuation of the dominant narrative with the
destruction of the Record; allowing the characterization of African Americans in the white press
to inform understanding of African American identity and involvement in the Wilmington Race
Riot enables the continuation of white social, political, and economic dominance in the
Wilmington area. To remove the dominant narrative’s control over the characterization of
Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” this chapter elucidates the role of the press in
1898 Wilmington and demonstrates the ways Manly’s editorial was repurposed by the white
press to bring about a Democratic victory in the 1898 election and redirect responsibility for the
Wilmington Race Riot.

What function do newspapers have in a community? In Communities of Journalism: A
History of American Newspapers and their Readers, David Paul Nord writes, “printed, public
communication, including journalism™ is “at the vortex of many collective efforts to build
community or undermine it” (2). He claims, “Americans have always exploited the press...to
build groups and communities in their own interest and image—and to tear others down” (Nord
9). Nord explains, “Mobilization of bias creates and maintains groups and communities. And
some of that political and cultural work has been done through newspapers” (9). After studying
newspapers and their readers in late eighteenth century Philadelphia, Nord found, “the increasing
complexity of the modern city required formal structures to build community and to hold it
together” (201). Newspapers emerged as important construction sites for the building of public
communities in the impersonal, modern metropolis because people can live a communal and
isolated existence through the act of reading the newspaper (Nord 216). Essentially, the

newspaper functioned as a public forum through which people virtually communicated with



other community members, and “newspaper readership was a form of active citizenship, a way to
participate in the ongoing conversation of their community” (Nord 217).

Like eighteenth century Philadelphia, late nineteenth century Wilmington was becoming
increasingly complex and populated. Considering Wilmington’s increasingly diverse
population’s need for formal structures to build community and hold it together, it is no wonder
that it became home to some of North Carolina’s most successful and influential newspapers.
The Messenger and Morning Star, whose target audience primarily included white,
democratically-oriented readers, and the African American oriented Record of 1898 Wilmington
are the most visible collective efforts to both build and undermine communities. Taking Manly’s
target audience into consideration when studying his editorial is especially important, because
the symbolic power of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” in the dominant narrative depends upon an
audience with little to no understanding of Manly’s rhetorical situation.

During the height of Josephus Daniels’ white supremacy propaganda campaign, the
Record was “the eminent black newspaper in the state” (Suggs and Duncan 266). There is no
textual evidence to support the notion that the Record purposefully attempted to unify
Wilmington’s African American community against its white community, but it is clear that the
Record involved itself heavily in establishing a strong African American community in
Wilmington. As editor of the Record, Manly published articles about and for Wilmington’s
African American community to promote the level of “solidarity through racial pride” needed to
counter the growing white supremacist cohort advanced by the Messenger and Morning Star
(Washburn 51).

As will be discussed further in Chapter 111, one of the Record’s main concerns was

correcting the negative image of African Americans projected by the white press. Honey writes,
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“Editor Alexander Manly, who ran perhaps the only black daily newspaper in the country, did
not hesitate to expose the false image of black men as rapists of white women that Democratic
editors promulgated so widely” (170). It is ironic that “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” became “famous
and infamous” for slandering “the character of our best people” when it was meant to counter the
white press’ continual defamation of African Americans (“Look at This Trio” 3). Among other
things, Chapter 111 devotes itself to situating Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”
within the larger context of the African American press and expands upon this discussion of the
Record’s function in 1898 Wilmington; the remainder of this chapter examines the ways in
which the white press obscured Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” to facilitate the
victory of the Democratic Party in the 1898 election and, eventually, lay the blame for the
Wilmington Race Riot upon Wilmington’s African American community.

The Democratic Party’s ideology of white supremacy prevented collaboration with
African Americans to win the 1898 election, so Wilmington’s demographic (approximately
11,300 African Americans and 8,700 whites) posed a serious threat to their victory (Yarborough
227). Thus, it was imperative for all of Wilmington’s whites to vote—and vote the Democratic
ticket. Although African Americans outnumbered whites in population, white newspapers
significantly outnumbered African American press organs; moreover, the Democratic Party ran
the majority of North Carolina’s papers. Michael Honey reveals the extent of this disparity:

To their great advantage, North Carolina Democrats controlled an increasingly vast

preponderance of newspapers, particularly in mass circulation dailies. According to the

state labor department, in 1900 the Democrats owned 145 of the state’s newspapers, the

Republicans 20, and the Populists 36 (and most of the latter would not last long). It

appears that all the newspapers in New Hanover County were Democratic except for

Alexander Manly’s Daily Record, which provided the city’s one voice independent of the
white elite. (171-2)
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To contemporize this unbalanced flow of information: the only channel on your TV is the local
public-access news station, the Daily Record; every other channel, white noise. The Messenger
and Morning Star were key participants in the Democratic propaganda campaign, and they
actively tried to unify Wilmington’s white community in opposition to Wilmington’s African
American community by printing sensationalized and poorly documented accounts of African
American insults and crimes against whites, especially the crime of raping a white woman.

Gilmore succinctly reiterates the Democratic Party’s strategy for victory: to “use a rape
scare to pull white apostates back into the Democratic Party” (74). News and Observer editor
Josephus Daniels, the ring leader of the Democratic newspaper propaganda campaign,

was perfectly willing to publish fabrications of ‘Negro atrocities’ on a daily basis. The

actual facts of the matters seemed difficult to pin down. If the situation appeared calm

locally, reports circulated that the white people in the next town had suffered outrages. If
conditions in that town looked sleepy enough when one arrived, news came that trouble
had broken out farther down the road. Local correspondents sent in reports of street
altercations, of sassy black women pummeling innocent white virgins with umbrellas, of

‘assaults with attempt to rape,” and of rapes. (Gilmore 75)

Sensational and racist journalism of this nature has a long and enduring presence in the history of
the American press, especially in the post-Reconstruction South.

Southern press headlines during the summer of 1897 “screamed out the news of
seemingly ever escalating incidents of violence, mayhem, and race hatred” (Whites 143). Whites
notes, “Wrapped around this lurid reportage was a running commentary on the innocence and
vulnerability of white women, the looming threat posed by black men, and the apparently
uncontrollable mob violence of white men” (Whites 143-4). As they say, don’t believe
everything you read in the newspaper: Gilmore’s analysis of crime statistics finds “no

appreciable increase in either rapes or ‘assaults with intent to rape’ in either 1897 or 1898 (75).

In reality, “there was only a rape scare, not a rape epidemic” (Gilmore 75). The rape/lynching
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frenzy created by the white Southern press informed Felton’s 1897 speech to the Georgia State
Agricultural Society, and the Democratic Party’s propaganda campaign instigated Manly’s 1898
editorial. Since “real rapists” were hard to come by, Manly’s schooling of Felton was easily
twisted to look like abuse.

Manly addresses his editorial to Mrs. Felton, and discredits Felton’s argument by
attacking her ethos, or presentation of self. Elite white women, like Felton, were expected to
uphold “The Image” of an acquiescent wife that lives to obey, honor, love, and entertain her
husband, to bear and raise his children, and take care of all domestic activities (Prather 75).
Whiteness was central to this image, as the white women of the South were expected to uphold
and continue the pure Caucasian race (Prather 75-6). By characterizing Felton as an emotional,
irrational, and hypocritical woman in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” Manly shattered “The Image” of
white womanhood Felton embodied. Publicly confronting and criticizing Felton in print totally
overshadowed the relatively polite tone and logical reasoning of Manly’s argument. Thus, Manly
publicly “attacked” a white woman; likewise, because “Woman on the Farm” and “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech” both deal with the rape/lynching issue, it was easy for Democratic newspapermen to
repackage Manly as a sexual predator.

There are several passages in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” that made Manly an easy target of
the Democratic propaganda campaign. Manly writes, “We suggest that the whites guard their
women more closely...thus giving no opportunity for the human fiend, be he white or black. You
leave your goods out of doors and then complain because they are taken away” (qtd. in “Look”
3). This statement played directly into the Democratic Party’s rhetoric of protecting white
womanhood from the “black beast rapist.” The following statement was interpreted as a direct

threat: “Don’t ever think that your women will remain pure while you are debauching ours. You

19



sow the seed—the harvest will come in due time” (qtd. in “Look” 3). The “threat” Manly posed
to white womanhood was intensified by his general discussion of interracial physical attraction.

Manly’s acknowledgement of voluntary interracial sex was likewise misappropriated to
represent his lust for white women. He argues that a generous portion of black males who are
lynched are the progeny of a white man, and “were sufficiently attractive for white girls of
culture and refinement to fall in love with them, as is very well known to all” (qtd. in “Look” 3).
His description of a hypothetical sexual relationship between a white woman and a black man
cites the cause of the inevitable lynching to be either the “woman’s infatuation” or the “man’s
boldness” (qtd. in “Look” 3). Suggesting that a white woman could become “infatuated” with a
black man—and, for that matter, that a white woman could find a black man aesthetically
appealing—put white women who considered it their duty to maintain and perpetuate a “pure”
white race on the defensive.

Another frequently cited passage maintains, “our experience among poor white people
in the country teaches us that women of that race are not more particular in the matter of
clandestine meetings with colored men, than are the white men with colored women” (qtd. in
“Look™ 3). Here, Manly supports his claim that the preferences of poor white men and women in
regards to the people with whom they privately socialize with his own “experience among”
them. The audiences of the white Democratic papers and the Record would necessarily react to
this statement in very different ways.

In front of a white audience, Manly’s observation that white men choose to sleep with
black women, and white women choose to sleep with white men, resonates as deeply opposed to
their personal identity. First, presenting evidence of voluntary, private interactions between men

and women of different races forces readers of white Democratic papers to question the ideology
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of white supremacy—in which “all” white women are “pure” and “all” black men are “animals
or children”—and diminishes “the monolithic power of whiteness” (Gilmore 78). Interracial sex
produces children, and these children dilute the “purity” of the white race. The right kind of
white man would never put his family at risk by having sex with a black woman, and white
women would never desire an animalistic, black boy over a masterful, white man. Saying that
they do identifies a threat to the security of traditional Southern gender roles—the security of the
home.

To understand how elite whites came to see Manly as symbolic of the evils of Fusion on
all levels, it is helpful to look at Manly’s editorial through Felton’s eyes. Whites suggests,

From Felton’s perspective, Alexander Manly represented all the errors of the white man,

beginning with his mixed-race background, extending to the Fusion politics in North

Carolina that had put him into public office as the register of deeds, and ending with his

position as editor of an independent black newspaper. (158)
She continues, “The initial ill-founded ‘embrace’ of the white man had in this case borne fruit in
the form of a mixed-race man, now in a position not only to embrace the white woman, but to
write about it for all the world to read” (Whites158). In other words, the politically and civically
active grandson of former slave owner and North Carolina governor Charles Manly, in
successfully operating his own business under the protection of the freedom of the press,
represented both the causes and failures of white men to protect white women from being spoken
to by black men in public.

In the rhetoric of North Carolina’s 1898 Democratic Party, Manly’s editorial became the
refrain building up to the chorus: Negro rule! Black beast rapists! Protect white womanhood by
restoring white supremacy! Vote Democratic! The Record “was a force in the community,” and

“enjoyed a large circulation during the 1890s, not only in Wilmington but throughout the state”

(Prather 24; Suggs and Duncan 266), but it couldn’t even begin to compete with the impact
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Democratic “men who could write”” had on readers in Wilmington, North Carolina, and America
at large. As will be discussed further later on, Manly’s use of the Record “to rebut the
Democrats’ defamation of Negro males” (Prather 71) seems a lot less “militant” when
considered alongside the Democrats’ use of the Messenger and Morning Star to inspire the idea
that African Americans were attempting to rule over whites and threatened the security of white
women to spread “white supremacy fever” (1898 60-1). Despite Manly’s brave effort to continue
the cultivation of a strong African American community through the newspaper in the face of
“men who could ride,” this community’s voice was ultimately stifled by the Democratic papers’
overwhelming success in building a community based on racial hierarchy.

One reason Manly’s editorial was a major theme of the dominant narrative is because it
was one of the Democratic Party’s main talking points throughout the election. The 1898
Wilmington Race Riot Commission explains, “Because the editorial became such an easily
identifiable touch stone for the campaign, many used it as justification for violence that followed
the election” (100). Although “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” hit the streets on 18 August 1898,
Democratic Party officials refrained from making “political hay out of its content” until several
weeks after its initial publication (1898 100). Baling that political hay were the Democratic
newspapermen in Wilmington; these manufacturers of the Wilmington Race Riot strategically
directed public understanding of Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” through their

rhetoric, and they were persuasive enough to lead a mob to violent conviction.
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CHAPTER II

Both the dominant narrative and the new narrative point out Manly’s purpose for writing
the editorial was to respond to a speech given by Rebecca Latimer Felton at the annual meeting
of the Georgia State Agricultural Society’ on Tybee Island, Georgia, in 1897. Felton’s speech,
entitled “Woman on the Farm,” is popularly known for its advocacy of lynching “a thousand
times a week if necessary” to “protect woman’s dearest possession from the ravening human
beasts” (qtd. in Holman 2). However, the new narrative emphasizes that Manly did not actually
attend this meeting or hear this speech; he was most likely replying to a reprint of it in the 18
August1898 edition of the Morning Star. Many have questioned the wisdom of crafting such a
candid counter-argument to Felton’s speech in light of its volatile subject matter, especially as an
African American male. This chapter investigates Manly’s motive for writing “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech” as explained in the dominant and new narratives.

Why would Manly choose to craft a response to Mrs. Felton in August of 1898, almost
one year after she gave her 1897 speech that advocated lynching as an extreme measure? If one
were to accept that Manly “thought he was responding to a recent lecture by Mrs. Fulton” simply
because the Morning Star “neglected to provide the dateline of the year before” (Hossfeld 35),
then one would also have to accept a premise that does not line up with Prather’s description of
Manly. One would have to believe that a civic-minded and lettered person was unaware of one of
the South’s most outspoken and politically powerful racists’ catch-phrase, and hastily acted out
of anger or outrage in writing his editorial (78). One would also have to believe that a newspaper
owner and editor did not read local, state, and national newspapers. To understand Manly’s
reasoning for writing the editorial, it is necessary to revisit Felton’s speech within the context

Manly encountered it, the 18 August Morning Star editorial page.

" Abbreviated henceforth: GSAS.



While re-browsing the Morning Star, | stumbled upon another potential source of
inspiration for “Mrs. Felton’s Speech.” The editor and proprietor of the Morning Star, William
H. Bernard, began running a daily editorial section focused on the Democratic campaign on 16
July 1898. Each of his editorials focused on a political issue and promoted the Democratic
Party’s point of view. On 18 August 1898, Bernard continued this trend by discussing “the color
line”—a topic he discussed in two previous editorials between 16 July and 18 August.® The
second page of the 18 August 1898 edition of the Star includes the following articles and
editorials: Bernard’s editorial “A White Man’s Country,” unsigned articles, titled “A Small
Demagogue,” “How it is in Mecklenburg,” and “Minor Mention,” and finally, “Mrs. Felton
Speaks,” written by J.A. Holman for the Atlanta Journal. In a recovery effort, this chapter
explicates Bernard’s argument in “A White Man’s Country” as well as Felton’s argument in
“Woman on the Farm.” The following textual analyses of Bernard’s editorial, “A White Man’s
Country,” and Felton’s speech as it appeared in the Star support the argument that both Felton’s
and Bernard’s opinions on the color line influenced Manly’s decision to write “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech.”

On 18 August 1898, the title of Bernard’s editorial column was “A White Man’s
Country,” and the day’s topic was, “the color line, or, more properly, the race line.” He argues it
is a “fact” America is a white man’s country, and supports this argument by including several
“factual” pieces of evidence. Initially, Bernard says, “We published” (“we” being the Morning
Star) two editorials that argued the color line is as “tightly drawn in the North as in the South and
by Republicans as by Democrats,” and the McKinley administration was drawing the color line
in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines (2). Bernard cited these two editorials to make this

argument:

8 “The Color Line,” 9 August 1898; “Then and Now,” 13 August 1898.
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Thus by their acts, if not by their words, the pretended friends of the negro, who profess
to believe in his possibilities, and to desire his fullest development, acknowledge that
there is a line between the white and the black men which must not be crossed, and that
the negro man, when he comes into contact with the white man, occupy a subordinate
position. (2)

From Bernard’s allusion to the McKinley administration, it is safe to assume these
“pretended friends of the negro” are Republicans and/or Fusionists; Bernard maintains the
officials of these parties are not true “friends of the negro,” but “pretended friends of the negro”
because their actions (drawing the color line) speak louder than their words (2). Furthermore,
Bernard makes the case that everyone, not only Democrats, acknowledges the proverbial line in
the sand between whites and blacks, “which must not be crossed” (2). He also claims everyone
recognizes, when a white and a black man come into “contact,” the black man must “occupy a
subordinate position” (Bernard 2).

Bernard’s editorial then goes on to include an excerpted editorial from the “non-partisan”
Washington Post that discusses “this question”—the question of the color line (2). Bernard uses
this editorial, which “gives...some of the arguments that the negro has furnished against himself
as a social factor or a factor in the body politic,” as evidence African Americans’ actions
demonstrated the necessity of the color line (2). The Post editorial is about “negro troops, and
especially those which have colored men as commissioned officers;” it argues enlisted African
Americans “must be set down as a failure” (qtd. in Bernard 2). The Post claims, “the experience
of the past few months has shown us that the negro officer is impossible under any
circumstances, and that the negro soldiers are, as a rule, discordant with our scheme of society
and civilization” (qtd. in Bernard 2).

The “experiences” that seem to prove that African American soldiers and officers can’t

function in white society are all non-combat related experiences, and occur while the soldiers are
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“on liberty” (qtd. in Bernard 2). The Post admits all soldiers, regardless of race, are “prone to
disturbance of the public peace” while on leave, but “while white offenders are always arrested
without trouble by the civil police or by the provost guard, the negro is invariably protected by
his fellows, even to the point of violence” (qtd. in Bernard 2). The Post cites examples from
Tennessee, Louisiana, and Florida where African Americans broke into jails, “intimidate the
Sheriff, and rescued criminals belonging to their respective regiments.” Not only this, but “it is
of record that they have frequently assaulted the police...for the purpose of rescuing negro
criminals belonging, not to the army, but to the local population” (qtd. in Bernard 2).

These “experiences” serve as Bernard’s and the Post’s evidence of arguments African
Americans made for their disfranchisement. But, Bernard and the Post also use this “evidence”
to support what they see as an indisputable “fact”; the Post editorial argues,

It is useless to ignore facts. This is a white man’s country, and the whites are not willing

and cannot be compelled to accept the negro on equal terms in any relation of life. White

soldiers will not salute negro officers, neither will they associate with enlisted men of
color. We have tried the experiment and it has failed. Whether the negroes have been too
jealous and too swift in asserting their imagined rights, we do not pretend to say. It is
characteristic of them to do so, and the chances all are that they have given free rein to
their predilections. But however that may be, the record of conflict, of resentment, of
turbulence, and of agitation has been so universal and so ugly that we cannot shut our

eyes to its significance. (qtd. in Bernard 2)

The Post goes on, “The underlying cause of the negro’s attitude toward organized society is not
far to seek, but it would make too long a story at this time. Enough to say that it is far less his
fault that would seem at a hasty glance, and that for the present we need only deal with the fact.”
The “fact,” according to the Post, is that America is a “white man’s country”; “experience”
proves the “experiment” of equality between the races has failed, and now “we need only deal

with the fact” (qtd. in Bernard 2). This is a deliberative argument, suggesting a political agenda

for the future based on the “fact” America is a “white man’s country”—it indirectly advocates
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establishing white supremacy as a law in America by drawing and enforcing a strict color line
between the races.

After the end of the excerpted Post editorial, Bernard picks up the argument and expands
it to emphasize the failure of the “experiment” on all levels. He writes, “this [contempt for the
law] is not peculiar to the negro soldier,” because,

The fact is that there is nearly always a disposition shown by a negro charged with

violation of the law to resist arrest, if he cannot escape, and there is a pretty universal

feeling among his race that the negro who is arrested is a victim of persecution by white
officers who arrest him, unless the crime with which he is charged happens to be against
one of his own race, in which case they are not only willing but anxious to see him

arrested and punished. (Bernard 2)

Essentially, Bernard argues it is a “fact” that America is a white man’s country, and supports this
argument using “facts” that African Americans have proven themselves incapable of adhering to
the rules of society in their supposed disregard for the “law,” and the “pretended friends of the
negro” have themselves recognized the “fact” that this is a white man’s country by drawing the
color line and through the experience of the “failed experiment” (2).

Like the Post editorial, Bernard suggests it is not totally the black man’s fault the
experiment has failed, because he is “simply acting in accordance with the role of his race, which
is either the result of race sentiment or of false teaching or of a misconception of what freedom
means” (2). In Bernard’s eyes, the experiment of democracy was destined to fail because of the
African American race’s generally foolish, ignorant, and childlike nature. Bernard gives four
reasons for African American’s “disposition” to resist societal conventions: because of “his race
feeling, for the feeling of the negro towards the white man isn’t a whit more cordial than the

9% ¢

feeling of the white man towards the negro,” “association, for much of the conversation among
them when they congregate is about the grievances and imagined proscription of their race,”

“their ignorance which does not understand the conditions that confront them, and prevents them
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from recognizing the fact that this is a white man’s country,” and “the insidious teachings of
white and black political demagogues who pose as their champions and friends for the purpose
of deceiving, leading and using them” (2).

In line with the ideology of white supremacy, Bernard characterizes African Americans
as ignorant children whom it is “difficult if not impossible” to make “understand” they are
subject to civil laws, the policeman is not their “natural enemy,” and to “awaken” in them “a
sense of obligation to any authority other than that of the military establishment” (2). Rather than
listening to the teachings of “men of their own race like T. Booker Washington,” they follow the
“insidious teachings of white and black political demagogues” (Bernard 2). The purpose of citing
the Post editorial now becomes clear: the example of the failure of African American soldiers
and officers to be effective leaders translates into the idea African Americans need white
leadership in every arena of life. Bernard ends his editorial with the following comment:

Whatever hope there is for the negro as a race lies in the guidance of the right kind of

white men, and of colored men who have white ideas, but when he undertakes to assert

himself, to reject the guidance of an attempts to rule the white man he puts brakes on his
own progress, makes the chasm between the races wider and furnishes additional reasons
why the color line, or race law, should be drawn still tighter, and emphasizes the fact that

this is a white man’s country. (2)

The “right kind of white men,” presumably, are men who acknowledge the fact that America is a
white man’s country, not white or black leaders who muddle this fact by their inclusion of
African Americans in their political agendas (Bernard 2).

Since Bernard specifically mentioned Booker T. Washington, it is safe to assume he and

his teachings represent “colored men who have white ideas” (Bernard 2). When Bernard states a

black man who contends with a white man “makes the chasm between the races wider,” he

makes a direct allusion to Booker T. Washington’s famous 1895 speech, titled “Bridging the
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Chasm.” This speech was included in the 28 September 1895 edition of the Record, and so one
must wonder whether or not this is a direct jab at Manly.’

Finally, Bernard argues when African Americans dismiss white instruction, it is an
attempt to “rule the white man” (2). When “he undertakes to assert himself” in contact with a
white man, this action slows down the progress of the entire African American race and provides
reasons for making a firm “race law” (Bernard 2). Until this last line, Bernard has used the
phrases “color line” or “race line;” abruptly shifting from “line” to “law” is a follow up on the
Post editorial’s deliberative argument: for the time being, “we need deal only with the fact” (qtd.
in Bernard 2). Bernard suggests to readers they should deal with this fact by instituting a “race

law”—a law that Bernard and his readers would live to see implemented.

% See pages 2-3 in Appendix E, “Bridging the Chasm.”
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Holman contextualizes the exerted sections of Felton’s speech with commentary on
Felton and her speech before the GSAS, and Bernard tags on some commentary about Felton at
the end of the article. Although he took the time to explain who Felton was, Bernard neglected to
provide the proper dateline for Holman’s article: he listed the date as “August 12,” rather than
“August 12, 1897.” This suggests, as many scholars have been quick to point out, Bernard may
have been trying to deceive readers into believing Felton recently gave her speech; this could
also have been standard practice or an innocent typo.*® Regardless, this misprint made it appear
as if Felton spoke to the GSAS only six days before, but the 1897 speech was over a year old
when the Morning Star featured it in the paper. Moreover, versions of “Woman on the Farm”
had been around for more than six years.

Holman begins “Mrs. Felton Speaks” by introducing the GSAS’s annual meeting, and
highlights Felton’s speech before the GSAS as the “feature of the session yesterday afternoon”
(2). Excerpted sections of Felton’s speech begin with her definition of a societal problem: “The
crying need of women on the farms is security in their lives and in their homes” (qtd. in Holman
2). She strengthens her assertion that keeping “a closer watch” on poor white girls would provide
them this “security” by expressing she is somewhat frustrated by the money sent abroad for
missionary purposes when “the heathens are at your door” and “when our young maidens are
destroyed in sight of your opulence and magnificence.” She states: “I hear much of the millions
sent abroad to Japan, China, India, Brazil, and Mexico, but I feel that the heathen at home are so
close at hand and need so much...” (qtd. in Holman 2). By bringing up the money sent abroad to

educate foreign “heathens,” Felton negates any counter-argument from her audience that there is

1% In other 1898 Morning Star editions ranging from16 July-18 August, the date line includes the month and the day,
but not the year; the article that contains excerpts from Felton’s speech, “Mrs. Felton Speaks,” follows a similar
pattern.
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not enough money in the budget for women’s education and suggests social and political energy
and funding could easily be repurposed from foreign to local educational institutions.
Felton stresses the urgency of women’s need for education by underlining the close
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proximity of the “heathens”—they are “at home,” “so close at hand,” and “at your door” (qtd. in
Holman 2). According to Felton, the “heathens” are one source of the lynching problem, and she
feels she can help to stop lynching by “keeping a closer watch over the poor white girls on the
secluded farms.” While Felton claims she does “not discount foreign missions,” she points out,
“our young maidens are destroyed in sight of your opulence and magnificence.” Any Southern
man would be heartily upset upon learning that the “poor maidens” of the South were being
“destroyed” right under his nose, and Felton provided these men with a way out of their
predicament: stop sending money abroad to foreign missions and start saving women at home by
educating them in the ways of white womanhood.

From Felton’s perspective, providing farmers’ daughters with a “better” education would
protect them “from the ravening human beasts” (qtd. in Holman 2). Whites explains the logic
behind Felton’s thinking:

By empowering women in their own right, Felton hoped to put white women in a position

to protect themselves against the potential abuse of both black and white men. As long as

women could be educated to do what Felton considered to be right on their own, the

dangers that the shortcomings of men of both races posed to the maintenance of a

“constructive” social order could be reduced. (154)

By 1897, explains Whites, Felton perceived a failure in the racial order: by “allowing” black men
to steadily ascend to social and political equality, white men were failing to preserve the social
and political dominance of the white race (152). But, “white Southern women could still be

expected to hold the line” (Whites 152). To do her part to maintain white supremacy, Felton

reprimands the men of the GSAS.
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Felton shames the “[Civil War] survivors who fail to be protectors for the children of
their fallen comrades,” an appeal meant to conjure up feelings of resentment amongst her
audience of Confederate Sons toward the political, economic, and social progress of the African
American race made possible by the Civil War and Federal Reconstruction (qtd. in Holman 2).
In making this appeal, Felton identifies white men as the true source of the poor farm women’s
“insecurity,” rather than the African American male, and simultaneously rekindles their war-time
bravado. Delicately scolding the men of the GSAS, Felton states:

And | say, with due respect to all who listen to me, so long as your politics takes the

colored man into your embraces on election day to control the vote; and so long as the

politicians use liquor to befuddle his understanding and make him think he is a man and a

brother when the propose to defeat the opposition by honey-snuggling him at the polls,

and so long as he is made a familiar with their dirty tricks in politics so long will lynching

prevail, because the causes of it grow and increase. (qtd. in Holman 2)

White men, according to Felton, have been “honey-snuggling” African American men, taken the
“colored man” into their “embraces,” made him “a familiar with their dirty tricks in politics,”
and made “him think he is a man and a brother” (qtd. in Holman 2).

Here, Felton identifies the main causes of lynching as stemming from white men’s
willingness to allow African American men to participate in the exercise of democracy—even if
only using them to commit election fraud.

Whites clarifies how Felton connected the crime of election fraud and the crimes of rape
and lynching, a faulty cause and consequence analysis:

She [Felton] argued that lynching belonged in the same category of lawlessness as

encouraging crimes against the electoral process, such as registration fraud, ballot box

stuffing, and false counting. According to Felton, white men’s crime was in having

“initiated” black men as voters into these “mysteries” by bribing and otherwise

corrupting the black man’s vote in order to ensure their own political party’s victory at

the polls. In her speech at Tybee Island, she argued that it was not surprising that once
black men came to understand that they could break the election laws with impunity, they

would also come to assume that they could engage in “theft, rape, and murder” without
fear of legal retribution. (149)
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What Felton leaves unsaid is, by becoming friendly with African American men and promoting a
common brotherhood, white men inadvertently endorsed familial relationships across the color
line—something Felton views as equally criminal. Felton states: “I say it is a disgrace in a free
country when such things are a public reproach and the best part of God’s creation are trembling
and crying for protection in their own homes” (qtd. in Holman 2). The “such things” Felton is
speaking of are interracial sexual relationships, these “such things” are sufficiently vague enough
for her audience to assume she is talking about rape and lynching (gtd. in Holman 2).

Although Felton does eventually advocate lynching, she suggests lynching is appropriate
only “When there is not enough religion in the pulpit to organize a crusade against sin; nor
justice in the court house to promptly punish crime; nor manhood enough in the nation to put a
sheltering arm about innocence and virtue” (qtd. in Holman 2). It is crucial to recognize Felton
relates the line that made her famous (“if it needs lynching to protect woman’s dearest
possession from the ravening human beasts, then | say lynch—a thousand times a week if
necessary”) after arguing the church, educational system, legal system, and patriarchal family
units are more appropriate institutions for protecting women from rape than the white lynch mob
(gtd. in Holman 2).

Even today, Felton’s hyperbolic sponsorship of lynching receives more attention than any
other issue she endorsed. As Whites points out, this suggests, “Felton would appear to be much
more a tool of the white-male-dominated press...which advocated white mob behavior...” (149).
It is now clear why Bernard chose to include this article on 18 August 1898, more than a year
after Felton gave this speech to the GSAS: Bernard’s topic of the day was the color line, and
Felton’s position on the color line was firm. Basically, Felton’s logic is, if poor white trash is

“educated” to her liking, then they would be just as disgusted as she by the idea of integrated
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political parties, businesses, and (especially) sexual relationships. In Felton’s eyes, if everyone
was a white supremacist, there would be no political, economic, social, or sexual opportunities
for a black person in the white man’s world, and lynchings would cease to occur because the
church, educational system, legal system, and family unit would “protect” white women from
“rape” by black men—which, of course, is the only remaining scenario of interracial sexual
relationships in a world where white supremacy reigns supreme.

Crossing the color line in any way—politically, economically, socially, or sexually—
produced an interracial harmony that appalled Felton, and,

It was the horror of this fusion that drove Felton on, that propelled her ever more militant

advocacy of racial violence and gender “protection” in order to secure a segregated

domestic integrity, where both black and white women would be properly recognized and

empowered as the “coming mothers” of their respective races. (Whites 155)
In sum, Felton left the domestic realm for the political realm to try to “protect” all women, white
and black, from being raped by “the ravening human beasts” (qtd. in Holman 2). In making her
1897 speech before the GSAS, Felton wanted to advance educational opportunities for white
women so they could, in a sense, pick up their men’s slack and rise faster in society than African
American men, and thus maintain the “white supremacist social order of the South as a whole”
(Whites 152). Her advocacy of lynching, although perverted by the male press into the main
point of her speech, started as nothing more than a sound bite, a way to capture and maintain the

attention of her white male audience. Like Manly’s “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” the white male press

printed “Woman on the Farm” to emphasize and promote their own point of view.
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Bernard’s carelessness in neglecting to provide the proper dateline for Holman’s article
seems to have started a trend. Scholars have traditionally studied Felton’s speech, or the article in
the Star containing her speech, in isolation from the rest of that day’s paper; consequently,
Manly’s deeper purpose for writing the editorial was lost. Manly was not countering Felton’s
1897 speech per-se, but his editorial certainly addressed Felton and her speech, parts of which
were excerpted in the Thursday morning, 18 August 1898 editorial section of the Morning Star.

But, the 18 August 1898 editorial page of the Morning Star contains Felton’s speech
because her argument was similar to Bernard’s, and because her speech touches on aspects of the
color line issue that Bernard did not address in his editorial: the rape/lynching issue and its
causes. The main purpose of Felton’s “Woman on the Farm” speech is to promote legislation that
would allow women to receive an education at the University of Georgia. In stark contrast to her
actual goals, Felton claims her main reason for making this speech was to “make a strong effort
to stop lynching, by keeping a closer watch over the poor white girls on the secluded farms” (qtd.
in Holman 2).

Being a savvy lady, Felton recognized the sexist attitude of her male audience and the
difficulty of formulating an argument that would convince them educating women is a good
idea—a difficult task, indeed. Thus, she turned to the rhetoric of home protection to convince her
male audience educating women is equivalent to the manly duty of protecting women, and she
focused her argument on two related issues in order to grab her audience’s attention. Felton
pointed out the close proximity of “the heathens” and primarily emphasized that educating
women would stop the rape/lynching problem (gtd. in Holman 2). These sensational appeals
excited and distracted Felton’s audience, and prevented them from fully recognizing Felton was

laying the blame for the rape/lynching problem on the shoulders of Southern white males.
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In sum, Felton argues lynching is appropriate when religion, justice, and manhood fail to
protect “woman’s dearest possession from the ravening human beasts” (qtd. in Holman 2). These
poor women’s “security” is threatened because white men have allowed black men to enter into
the political arena: they have made black men “a familiar with their dirty tricks in politics,” been
“honey-snuggling him at the polls,” and made black men think they are “a man and a brother” by
taking them into their “embraces.” She suggests expanding educational opportunities for women
is the way to “protect” the poor farm girls because they can be kept under a “closer watch” (qtd.
in Holman 2). So, in effect, Felton promotes taking steps toward granting white women a larger
role in American society and limiting the role of African American men, because she believes
their participation in the white man’s realm has had negative effects on women’s security.

Bernard claims the actions and attitudes of African Americans have solidified the opinion
among whites there is a line between white and black men that must not be crossed, and black
man must occupy a subordinate position in society to the white man. He maintains, “the
experiment” has failed—the practice of democracy has failed because all African Americans
prove to be “discordant with our scheme of society and civilization” (qtd. in Bernard 2). Since
“our scheme of society and civilization” (qtd. in Bernard 2) is holds America is a white man’s
country, then he endorses the implementation of the “race law” to disenfranchise all African
Americans (Bernard 2). Bernard’s editorial answers Felton’s plea to stop lynching and protect
poor farm women by sanctioning a “race law” that would put a stop to the fusion of whites and
blacks. While Felton blames white men for the evils of Fusion, Bernard argues it is the political
“demagogues” rather than “the right kind of white men” who are responsible for the “race issue.”

Both Felton and Bernard claim enforcing the separation of whites and blacks in America,

and repositioning whites at the top of the social hierarchy, would put an end to all of society’s
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ills. Alex Manly, however, has a very different opinion on how to solve the issues created by the
blurred color line. As will be made clear in Chapter 111, Manly addressed his editorial response to
Mrs. Felton, but he was in actuality responding to the entirety of Bernard’s 18 August 1898

editorial conversation. Re-contextualizing Felton’s speech finds Manly’s decision to write “Mrs.

Felton’s Speech” not to be rash, foolish, or suicidal, but the result of careful consideration.
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CHAPTER Il

Chapter I1I situates “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” within the tradition of the African American
press to reroute the dominant narrative’s interpretive direction, then breaks down Manly’s
argument in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” to reveal a color-blind and sexist position on the “color
line.” To abolish the dominant narrative’s characterization of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” as simply
“defamatory of white women” (Waddell 1), this chapter next engages “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”
with Bernard’s editorial, “A White Man’s Country.” In “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” Manly contends
against race prejudice, journalistic demagoguery, and hypocrisy to fight for the virtue of his race
and equal educational opportunities. Instead of studying Manly’s editorial as the “cause” of the
Wilmington Race Riot, it should be approached as an early and important African American
literary contribution and response to the democratic “experiment” in the South during the post-
Reconstruction era.

Because the Daily Record’s banner exclaims it was “The Only Negro Daily in the
World!,” many assume the Record was the only African American paper in Wilmington, the
South, or the world-at-large in the nineteenth century (15 Nov. 1897).' The key word here is
“daily,” and it is true the Record was one of the few daily newspapers of, by, and for blacks in
America. However, operating on the assumption the existence of a black-owned and operated
newspaper like the Record was totally unique in America reinforces the dominant narrative by
discouraging study of the Record as it fits into the history of the African American press.
Likewise, this, as well as lack of information about the Record, engenders a contradictory and
equivocal understanding of the Wilmington Race Riot: narrative of reconciliation texts
emphasize the role of the white press in bringing about the Wilmington Race Riot while

simultaneously upholding Manly’s Record editorial as the motivating force. Therefore, the

1 See Appendix F.



following sections include a brief history of the African American press focused on North
Carolina during the second half of the nineteenth century.

Knowledge of the Record before its destruction is limited, and flushing out the Record’s
history helps to diminish the power of the dominant narrative by including more about the paper
than its publication of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech.” In The African American Newspaper: Voice of
Freedom, Patrick Washburn clarifies the birth of the African American press can be traced back
to 1827, when John B. Russwurm and Samuel Cornish established Freedom’s Journal in New
York City. However, “The papers in New Orleans were the only ones in the South” before the
Civil War (Washburn 24). Between 1865 and 1870, the 13th, 14™, and 15" Amendments to the
Constitution were ratified; “Respectively, these ended slavery; granted citizenship to former
slaves; and said no one could be deprived ‘of life, liberty, or property, without due process of the
law,” or be denied the right to vote or have that right curtailed because of race or color or the fact
of having formerly been a slave” (Washburn 45). Additionally, Congress passed the Civil Rights
Acts in 1866, 1870, and 1875 (Washburn 45). African Americans remaining in the South after
the Civil War valiantly established newspapers during Reconstruction, a period in which the
Federal Government sought to ensure that African Americans were not deprived of their new
rights.

According to Henry Suggs and Bernadine Duncan’s “North Carolina” chapter of The
Black Press in the South, 1865-1979, hundreds of black-owned and operated newspapers existed
in the post-Civil War South; the Journal of Industry, the Raleigh Gazette, Salisbury’s Star of
Zion, the Charlotte Messenger, Weldon-based Republican and Civil Rights Advocate, and the
Wilmington Daily Record were the most influential African American newspapers in nineteenth

century North Carolina (258-66). The Manly brothers “owned and operated” the Daily Record,
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but it was run by Alex, traditionally characterized as its “militant and progressive editor”
(Prather 24). The Record was established in 1892, and the Manlys took over in 1895 (Suggs and
Duncan 266). This information corresponds to the Record’s 28 September 1895 edition; “To Our
Subscribers” implies the Manlys recently assumed ownership or control over the Record. F.G.
Manly writes, “Having assumed the management of the RECORD, I wish to thank our
friends...and ask for a continuance of the same under our management” (1).

The Manlys were able to start printing their paper when the editor of the Messenger,
Thomas Clawson, sold his used Jonah Hoe press to the Manlys on an installment deal (Prather
70). After acquiring the press, Alex and his brothers established their business office “over a
saloon directly across the street from the Star’s office” (Prather 70). This information also
corresponds to the 28 September 1895 edition, which informs readers, “We have just received a
new lot of type and other material preparatory to enlarging the RECORD...” (Manly 1). The
Record played the conventional role of North Carolina’s black press: to help facilitate the
adjustment from slavery to freedom “by serving as an instrument of promotion for suffrage,
education, religion, and economic self-help” (Suggs and Duncan 266; 258).

There are four extant editions of the Daily Record in the University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill’s North Carolina Collection: the Wilmington Record of 28 September 1895, and the
Daily Records from 15 November 1897, 26 March 1898, and 18 August 1898.* Though not
quite as illegible as the 18 August 1898 edition, the 15 November 1897 paper is in bad shape—
whole pages and sections have been omitted or torn—and the 1895 and 26 March 1898 papers
are in poor condition. However, there is evidence this paper operated in support of education,

religion, economic self-help, and suffrage (or, more generally, participation in democracy).

12 See Appendices E, F, G, and B, respectively. Also, note name change (from Wilmington Record to Daily Record)
that corresponds with the Manly brother’s 1895 acquisition of the Record.
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The 1895 Wilmington Record includes an article in praise of Charlotte, NC’s Biddle
University, an advertisement for the Agricultural and Mechanical College for the Colored Race
at Greensboro, NC, and a “Masterly Address at the Atlanta Exposition” by Tuskegee Institute’s
Booker T. Washington (a speech popularly known as “Bridging the Chasm”) (2;3; 3-4). Almost
equal emphasis is placed upon education and religion, as the 1895 and 1897 editions include
announcements for and coverage of local church activities.

Readable church names, listed before their respective locations, service times, and
pastors, include: Mt. Zion AME Church, Mt. Olive AME Church, Central Baptist Church,
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Mt. Calvary Church, St. Stephen’s AME Church, Luke’s AME Zion
Church, Shiloh Baptist Church, Mt. Calvary AME Church, First Baptist Church, St. Mark’s PE
Church, Trinity ME Church (Wilmington Record 1-2), as well as an announcement for the annual
North Carolina AME Church Conference, which entailed a Monday night event hosted by Mt.
Olive AME Church in Wilmington’s Love and Charity Hall (Daily Record, 15 Nov. 1898 1).
Promoting education and religion works to uphold the American ideals of economic-self help.

In the aftermath of slavery, African Americans became American consumers—the most
important cog in the capitalist machine. African Americans are encouraged by educational
institutions, such as Biddle University, the Tuskegee Institute, and the Agricultural and
Mechanical College for the Colored Race, to educate themselves in a marketable trade, skill, or
discipline so they can become productive members of society. The abundance of advertising in
every extant issue—for pharmacy, transportation, apparel, medical services, labor, grocery,
entertainment, and many other products and services provided by blacks and whites—suggests
the Record’s readership represented a desirable consumer base for all of the wonders of the free

market. Hard work propelled African Americans into the free market, and “participation in
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journalism was one phase—an increasingly important phase—of participation in democracy” for
African Americans (Nord 104).

To spread information about social, political, and legal conditions facing a body of
democratic citizens is one function of the newspaper. Much like the white press, the Record was
a forum for readers to highlight their participation in and contributions to the area. Local
“gleanings,” obituaries and memorials, church activities, and special interest columns (for
example, “Helps for Housewives,” “Children’s Column,” and “For Woman’s Benefit” (Daily
Record, 26 Mar. 1898 2-3)) were specifically geared to foster a sense of unity and construct a
local identity.

When Reconstruction ended in 1876, white supremacy rapidly returned as the informal
law of the land. The US Supreme Court ruled Congress’ 1875 Civil Rights Act unconstitutional
in October of 1883, and made their infamous Plessy vs Ferguson decision in 1896: these two
Supreme Court decisions created a snowball effect across the country, and the civil rights of
African Americans diminished as the turn of the century approached. In this atmosphere, African
American papers formed the heart of the push for equality and the fight against white racism in
America (Washburn 51). Like the black press across the country, North Carolina’s black
newspapers broke into two camps. While some of North Carolina’s African American papers,
like William Caswell Smith’s Charlotte-based Messenger, espoused that “blacks would meet
them [whites] halfway,” the majority of the papers did refused to settle for less than equality
(Suggs and Duncan 264).

The Journal, the Gazette, the Star of Zion, the Republican, and the Record refused to
remain silent while whites once again tried to control African American identity and deny their

civil rights (Suggs and Duncan 258-66). The Journal was known for running “militant,
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outspoken, and aggressive” editorials emphasizing the common welfare of whites and blacks
(Suggs and Duncan 259). James H. Harris, of the Gazette, “never failed to criticize those who
espoused the philosophy of white supremacy, including the white media” (Suggs and Duncan
261). When John C. Dancy was editor of the Star of Zion in the 1870s, he used it to defend black
civil rights and condemn mob violence (Suggs and Duncan 264). The Republican’s motto in the
1880s was “I Take No Step Backward” (Suggs and Duncan 265). In Wilmington, the Daily
Record “functioned as an advocate, crusader, and protector of black civil rights” (Suggs and
Duncan 266). Prather concurs: “Manly used the Record to champion the causes of Wilmington’s
black citizens, including the promotion of progressive legislation” (70). And, “Like the black
presses, in general, he used the paper to expound Negro opinions” (Prather 70).

Frank Manly’s article, “To Our Subscribers,” outlines the intended purpose of the
Record. Under the heading “Our Claim,” he writes, “That the RECORD is of the Negro for the
Negro and by the Negro. We will continue to look after the interests of the Negro...” (Manly 1).
On 15 November 1897, the Record covered the rape/lynching scare from the African American
perspective in “Paul Davis Free”; Davis was “accused of assaulting a white girl” and was found
guilty and sentenced to nine years in prison after his trial, or “flagrant travesty of justice” (1). On
26 March 1898, the Record reprinted a letter written by “Jno. Thos. Howe” to Senator Pritchard,
which caused “the alleged rumpus” over “honest dealing” in political appointments (“Those
Letters” 1). Scholars of the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot know this letter is an important piece of
history, as it contains a discussion of the racially contested Post Master General position in
Wilmington.

In the letter, Howe appeals to Senator Pritchard’s sense of obligation to his constituents:
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Now, Senator, in order to effect a compromise agreeable to you and Col. Boyd, my
friends, on the promise that you would see that Mr. Chadbourn carried out his part of the
agreement, consented to withdraw the claims of Mr. Albright for P.M. and then they
asked that | be appointed Asst. P.M. which request I sent to you, and which has been
presented to Mr. Chadbourn, but directly Mr. C took possession of the office he declined
to make the appointment, alleging that it would be impolitic, as there is a white lady in
there protected by Mr. Cloveland’s civil service who would resign her position as money
order clerk, although that lady has not, nor ever has had a single vote under her control
that can aid the Republican party. Mr. Albright suggested to Mr. Chadbourn by the way
of harmony that | be designated as Asst. P.M. with the salary thereof and placed in the
charge of the mailing department where | would not come in contact with this
lady...[illegible]...Is this fair? Is it just? Does it savor harmony [between whites and
blacks]? (qtd. in “Those Letters” 1).

Both of these excerpts demonstrate the Record’s concern with fighting for justice for African
Americans by highlighting political and legal injustice. Another political editorial that informs
Manly’s purpose for writing “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” comes from the 28 September 1895
Wilmington Record. The proverbial prose is similar to that contained in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,”
and this cryptic way of communicating probably did not read well out of context:

The air is full of politics, the woods are full of politicians. Some clever traps are being
set, and some skilful moves are being made upon the political board. In North Carolina
the Negro holds the balance of power, which he can use to the advantage of the race, state
and nation, if he has the manhood to stand on principles and contend for the rights of a
man, Snap judgemen and hasty action mean nothing. We believe that the present
condition of things requires us to make hast slowly. Every step should be taken with
caution, every move should be made after calm and mature deliberation. While all the
views of the old leaders cannot be endorsed. We would remind the young leaders, to, be
sure you are right, otherwise it will be suicide to go ahead. While concocting a safe
remidy for the people, death may be dropped in the pot. Some have already shown their
hand, others are lying low, others are sleeping with one eye open. We will wait till the
iron is hot, then grasp our sledge and strike at selfishness, corruption and every man who
looks as if he wants to use the Negro vote to further personal ends. (Editorial 2).

The important lesson to be taken from this contextualization of the Record within the tradition of
the African American press is the Record was not isolated, but rather “united in protest” against

white mob rule (Suggs and Duncan 264). Manly’s editorial, then, is in no way a unique example
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of hard line African American opposition to white supremacy in the press—not even for his
paper.

Keeping the points made by Bernard and Felton, as well as the tradition of the African
American press, in mind, it is time to take another look at Manly’s argument in “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech.” Although Felton does eventually advocate lynching in “Woman on the Farm,” she
suggests lynching is appropriate only when manhood, justice, and religion fail to protect

99 ¢

“innocence and virtue,” “promptly punish crime,” and “organize a crusade against sin,”
respectively (qtd. in Holman 2). Bernard endorses the implementation of a “race law” because he
believes African Americans have proven themselves to be totally incapable of functioning in
“our scheme of society and civilization” (qtd. in Bernard 2). The “scheme” Bernard is speaking
of is white supremacy; he argues the color line, or “line between the white and the black men,”
must not be crossed (Bernard 2). According to Bernard, African Americans’ inharmonious
disposition is the result of ignorance, racism, association, and “insidious teachings of white and
black political demagogues” (2). “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” represents Manly’s contribution to
Bernard’s entire 18 August 1898 editorial conversation about the color line.

As the editor of the Record, the responsibility for representing the African American
position on the color line fell on Manly. As a journalist, he had a right to cover this current event.
Yet, countering the claims and recommendations espoused by Bernard in the 18 August 1898
Morning Star would be tricky to do without publicly violating the principle of the color line,
which holds black men must “occupy a subordinate position” when in contact with a white man
(Bernard 2). Manly attempts to stop lynching and the establishment of a “race law” by

acknowledging and supporting the enforcement of the color line in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”; it is

fair to speculate that Manly’s strategy was to craft his response to Felton’s “strong plea for
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womanhood” and focus his criticism on her in the hopes verbally crossing the line with a woman
would be less offensive to those in power than if he crossed the line in contact with Bernard (qgtd.
in “Look at This Trio” 3).

Manly directly addresses Felton in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech”; superficially, it appears his
main point is Felton’s method for protecting womanhood is not worthy of consideration. Manly
begins, “This woman makes a strong plea for womanhood, and if the alleged crimes or rape were
half so frequent as is ofttimes reported, her plea would be worthy of consideration” (qtd. in
“Look” 3). Outwardly, Manly contends Felton’s argument is fundamentally flawed, and thus her
claims and recommendations should not be taken seriously. He finds fault with her argument on
four counts: first, Manly dismisses Felton’s argument because of her failure to construct ethos;
second, her argument contradicts the “basic principle of the religion of Christ”; third, her
argument is based upon falsified evidence of “crimes or rape”; and fourth, Felton’s remedy to
protect womanhood addresses the symptoms rather than the disease (qtd. in “Look” 3).

Manly makes a complex argument in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” through a simple structure:
he begins each new point with the dissection of Felton’s argument, follows with an explanation
to his audience of where and why she went wrong, and then adds his own opinion on the topic.
The following analysis of “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” reveals Manly’s corrections to Bernard’s
characterizations of the African American race.

The first way Manly discredits Felton’s argument is by calling into question her ethos, or
presentation of self. Prather discusses the “intense sexism expressed by both races, and the
propensity of everyone (both black and white) to view women as they formerly had viewed
slaves, i.e., as the possession of white men” (75). Women, like African Americans, held a

position in Southern society subordinate to white men, and were subjected by laws to economic,
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political, educational, legal, and social restrictions (Prather 75). These social and legal
restrictions “reflected attitudes about masculine superiority,” and this attitude is part of “our
scheme of society and civilization” (Prather 75; qtd. in Bernard 2). The content of “Mrs. Felton’s
Speech” echoes this belief in male authority, as Manly’s view of Southern society places all men
(black or white) above women; thus, Manly demonstrates his accordance with the patriarchal
system.

Manly discredits Felton’s ethos by appealing to the traditional gender hierarchy. Bernard
built up Felton’s ethos as the epitome of “The Image” when he stated Felton is, “one of the most
distinguished women in Georgia, intellectually and socially. She is the wife of Dr. W.H. Felton,
a former Representative in Congress, and takes a prominent part in everything pertaining to the
advancement and protection of her sex” (Bernard 2). Manly, however, places limits on Felton’s
womanly ethos by associating her with a much less attractive feminine stereotype: the hysterical,
irrational, and uneducated woman.

Manly begins, “This woman makes a strong plea for womanhood, and if the alleged
crimes or rape were half so frequent as is offtimes reported, her plea would be worthy of
consideration” (qtd. in “Look” 3). After familiarizing his audience with Felton and her speech,
Manly attaches the adjective pronoun “this” to “woman,” avoiding a disrespectful tone while
emphasizing Felton’s sex to his audience. He repeats the word “plea” twice, accentuating the
denotation of the urgent and emotional request (qtd. in “Look” 3). In addition to characterizing
Felton as childishly insistent, Manly also stresses that she is unintelligent and hypocritical.

The second paragraph begins, “Mrs. Felton, like many other so-called Christians, loses
sight of the basic principle of the religion of Christ”; the third, “Mrs. Felton begins well, for she

admits that education will better protect the girls on the farm from the assaulter”’; and the sixth
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paragraph suggests, “Mrs. Felton must begin at the fountainhead if she wishes to purify the
stream” (Qtd. in “Look™ 3). These topic sentences position Manly as Felton’s patient, gently-
chiding teacher—a direct reversal of the role Felton envisioned for herself. Like any good
teacher, Manly strives to give Felton some constructive criticism and encourages her continued
growth when he “admits” that she “begins well” (qtd. in “Look” 3). However, in Manly’s eyes,
Mrs. Felton is not only a hypocritical “so-called Christian,” she does not have the intelligence to
understand a “basic principle” of her religion, or to see the foolishness in trying to “purify the
stream” without decontaminating the “fountainhead.” By depicting Felton as nothing more than a
stereotypically irrational woman, Manly discredits her personal ethos enough to claim her “plea”
is not “worthy of consideration” (qtd. in “Look” 3).

Again pointing out flaws in Felton’s logic, Manly maintains she has overlooked the
“basic principle of the religion of Christ” (qtd. in “Look™ 3). This is a classic abolitionist
rhetorical strategy (abolitionists argued that the institution of slavery also lost sight of the basic
principle of Christianity, which states that God created all men equally). Although Manly sees a
person’s sex as a social restriction, he criticizes Felton’s vision of the Southern social hierarchy
that limits people according to class and race.

Felton betrays Christianity’s “basic principle” by appealing for “one class of people as
against another” (qtd. in “Look™ 3). In her lily white worldview, poor white farm women needed
protection from African American “heathens”; to Manly, Felton’s petition of the GSAS to
“protect” women by lynching inaccurately rated the moral character of poor white women over
that of poor black men (gtd. in Holman 2). Manly points out, “The morals of the poor white
people are on a par with their colored neighbors of like conditions” (qtd. in “Look” 3). Using “on

par” and “as” (between “one class of people” and “against another”) to describe the moral and
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social status of lower-class whites and blacks demonstrates Manly’s clear understanding and
application of Christian doctrine (qtd. in “Look” 3).

Manly disrupts the traditional social structure of the South by suggesting people’s moral
character and intelligence have nothing to do with race and everything to do with sex and class;
white people during this time, no matter their level of education or class, considered themselves
“better” than the “best” black person simply because they were white. Directly contradicting this
popular belief, Manly asserts poor people, no matter their race, have equally questionable moral
standards. He maintains, “The whole lump needs to be leavened by those who profess so much
religion and showing them that the preservation of virtue is an essential for the life of any
people” (qtd. in “Look” 3).

Manly again debunks Felton’s argument on the grounds that she values one group of
people over another, but this time Manly is not talking about social status, he is talking about
race. Unlike Felton, who never once actually mentions the race of the poor farm women she
seeks to protect, Manly introduces a (less)controversial solution to the rape/lynching problem:
equal educational opportunities. He writes, “Mrs. Felton begins well, for she admits that
education will better protect the girls on the farm from the assaulter. This we admit and it should
not be confined to the white any more than to the colored girls” (qtd. in “Look” 3). Felton was
lobbying the GSAS to support education for poor white women, not all poor people, and so she
is essentially being “un-Christian-like.” Why, Manly argues, should only white “girls on the
farm” be protected “from the assaulter” (qtd. in “Look” 3)?

Safeguarding virtue is especially important for African Americans because, as Manly
points out, “Meetings of this kind go on for some time until the woman’s infatuation or the

man’s boldness, bring attention to them, and the man is lynched for rape” (qtd. in “Look” 3).
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Like Felton, Manly reasons education in Christian virtues can help to protect poor women from
the assaulter or, more accurately, from falling into sinful sexual relationships. Educators, or
“those who profess so much religion,” can quell the immorality of the lower classes by teaching
the improvement “the preservation of virtue” can make in the destiny of any race (qtd. in “Look”
3).

Another way Manly discredits Felton’s argument likewise ties in with his attack upon her
ethos, as he contends, “if the alleged crimes or rape were half so frequent as is ofttimes reported,
her plea would be worthy of consideration” (qtd. in “Look” 3). Manly brings Felton’s “strong
plea for womanhood” into question with a direct appeal to his audience’s sense of reason and
justice. The law is supposed to represent reason free from passion; by underlining the trend
amongst white newspapers of printing sensational stories of black crime, often without more than
a personal testimony from the victim in the place of an investigation, Manly presents Felton to
his audience as a woman rendered by sensational newspaper articles in “manifest terror”
(Waddell 1). Quite judiciously, Manly reasons all “crimes or rape” are “alleged” until tried in a
court of law (qtd. in “Look” 3).

While Manly was certainly countering the rape/lynching scare in the press, it is important
to notice Manly was also addressing the African American crime scare, as he cites “crimes or

9 ¢¢

rape” (qtd. in “Look” 3) rather than “crimes of rape,” “crimes,” or “rape.” In this way, Manly
addresses the subjects of both Felton’s speech and Bernard’s editorial. The Record’s editor
stands up against the sensational and propagandistic journalism of the Democratic newspapers by
highlighting the dubious nature of their journalistic integrity and leading by example.

Comparing the evidence Manly and Bernard use to support their arguments further

suggests Manly was indirectly addressing Bernard. Bernard proves the “fact” that “this is a white
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man’s country” by re-printing pieces from the Washington Post, Charlotte Observer, and Atlanta
Journal on his 18 August 1898 editorial page. No tangible evidence of African American
inability to operate in “our scheme of society and civilization” is offered, only stories of African
American offenses that function as personal testimony (qtd. in Bernard 2). In Bernard’s case
before his audience, these reports fill in for his absent witnesses.

Rather than second-hand information, Manly uses first-hand experiences to support his
observations on color line issues. He explains, “our experience among poor white people in the
country teaches us that women of that race are not more particular in the matter of clandestine
meetings with colored men, than are the white men with colored women” (qtd. in “Look” 3).
Somewhat questionably, Manly uses common knowledge: “Every negro lynched is called a ‘big
burley, black brute,” when, in fact, many of those who have thus been dealt with had white men
for their fathers, and were not only not ‘black and ‘burley,” but were sufficiently attractive for
white girls of culture and refinement to fall in love with them, as is very well known to all” (qtd.
in “Look” 3). However, Manly doesn’t overload his audience with inartistic proofs because it
isn’t necessary; doubting readers only need to “visit among them” for confirmation (qtd. in
“Look™ 3).

Readers are warned not to trust the presentation of African Americans in the white male
press: “The papers are filled often with reports of rapes of white women, and the subsequent
lynching of the alleged rapists. The editors pour forth volleys of aspersions against all negroes
because of the few who may be guilty” (qtd. in “Look™ 3). Furthermore, he writes, “If the papers
and speakers of the other race would condemn the commission of crime because it is crime and
not try to make it appear that the negroes were the only criminals...” (qtd. in “Look” 3). Here,

Manly directly confronts the rape/lynching/crime scare of the white press, and points out the
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editors of these papers make slanderous statements against the entire African American race
because of the select few who may have committed crimes.

Calling out both the “papers and speakers of the other race” fortifies the argument that
Manly was responding as much to Bernard as he was to Felton (qtd. in “Look” 3). Moreover, he
specifically tackles the North Carolina Democratic Party’s 1898 campaign propagandists who
“try to make it appear” that all societal sins belong to African Americans. In stark contrast to
Bernard’s sensationalistic yellow-journalism, Manly’s almost scientific investigation and factual
reportage reflect modern models of journalistic integrity and objectivity.

Finally, Manly shelves Felton’s argument on the grounds that her remedy to protect
womanhood treats the symptoms rather than the disease. He advises, “Mrs. Felton must begin at
the fountain head if she wishes to purify the stream” (qtd. in “Look” 3). What, exactly, does this
mean? To Manly, the “fountainhead” of the entire rape/lynching problem is the “immorality” of
interracial sex—and the true source of this problem has its roots in the institution of slavery.
Positioned at the top of the social hierarchy, white men operated on a double standard when it
came to interracial sex or rape, and frequently forced black women into sexual relationships or
“kept” them as secret mistresses.

Manly criticizes the double standard afforded to white men when it comes to interracial
sex, rape, and lynching, saying, “You set yourselves down as a lot of carping hypocrites; in fact,
you cry aloud for the virtue of your women while you seek to destroy the morality of ours. Don’t
think ever that your women will remain pure while you are debauching ours” (qtd. in “Look™ 3).
Perhaps drawing upon personal experience as the progeny of a slave master and his slave
mistress, Manly reveals that preserving the “virtue” of white women is impossible when white

men often “destroy the morality” of black women by treating them as sexual objects. The result
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of these interracial sexual relationships, whether consensual or not, is often a child, and a person
who is both black and white further complicates the idea of “morality” by blurring the “color
line.” Manly boldly told white men, “You sow the seed—the harvest will come in due time”
(qtd. in “Look” 3). Black and white women, Manly suggests, should be educated in the virtues of
womanhood to “protect” them from males who would seduce, abuse, and/or rape them.

Manly’s editorial “named the nameless” (Whites 157). The “nameless” is white
culpability: white people—men and women—choose to sleep with black people, and vice versa.
Even though Felton criticizes white men in “Woman on the Farm” for causing the rape/lynching
problem by including black men in their political activities, she never gets around to directly
blaming them and instead places the bulk of their sins upon the black man. Much like Felton,
Manly credits white gentlemen with the genesis of the rape/lynching crisis, but he doesn’t abide
scapegoating African Americans to absolve white sins. To a certain extent, Manly actually
argues in accordance with Bernard and Felton: it appears he, too, believes drawing the color line
tighter and punishing criminals would answer the “race question.” However, he only supports
enforcing the color line when it comes to sex and procreation—in the social, educational, legal,
political, and economic arenas, everyone deserves an equal opportunity to be virtuously

educated, act, be judged for their actions, and punished accordingly.
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“A White Man’s Country” suggests racism, ignorance, association, and demagoguery are
the principal sources “of the negro’s attitude towards organized society” (qtd. in Bernard 2).
According to Bernard, African American ignorance is to blame for their seduction by the
“insidious teaching of white and black political demagogues” and failure to “understand the
conditions that confront them” and thus recognize “the fact that this is a white man’s country”
(2). Manly’s strategic approach allows him to systematically contradict Bernard’s assertions by
demonstrating his intelligence and respect for the law.

Whites asserts Manly was “Unfettered by the constraints placed upon black men in the
white male press” (157); sadly, that is not the case. Clearly comprehending the rhetorical
constraints upon him—or, the conditions of a white man’s country that confronted him—Manly
chose to lecture Felton rather than Bernard (or white men in general). Manly acknowledges that
this is a white man’s country by avoiding “contact” with white men and, as a consequence,
accepting “a subordinate position” (Bernard 2).

In their hurry to celebrate Manly’s editorial and emphasize his role as a victim in the
Wilmington Race Riot, many scholars exalt Manly’s argument in “Mrs. Felton’s Speech” as
“color blind” (Whites 158). However, just because Manly was a target of the Democrat’s white
supremacy campaign, a victim of white violence in the Wilmington Race Riot, and saw past the
color line doesn’t mean his editorial should not receive fair criticism. Manly saw his position in
society as a male business owner, who was a leader in his church and community, as above
women in the social hierarchy.

As demonstrated above, his entire argument revolves around his intellectual and moral
superiority to Felton. He may not have been arguing that America is “A White Man’s Country,”

but he certainly argued that it is a “man’s country.” Women are nothing more than “goods” that
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can be “taken away” when left “out of doors” (qtd. in “Look” 3). In pointing out the sexual
“immorality” of both races, Manly posits the notions all women need to be protected, and all
men should “protect their women” from the male assaulter through education. Essentially, Manly
reorganizes the Southern social hierarchy so race does not relegate a person to a certain position;
in Manly’s paradigm, where manhood, religion, and justice are “color blind,” sex is the only
limiting factor.

Manly presents himself as a man with “white ideas”—he is rational, just, and most
importantly, he wants people to draw the color line and punish crime—to counter-act Bernard’s
suggestion that “association” engenders African Americans’ discordance (2). Manly
demonstrates his ability to think for himself by identifying the demagoguism of the Democratic
press, and points out their responsibility for shaping their audience’s negative image of the
African American community. These “speakers and editors” conjure black offenses against
whites and their way of life to “make it appear” as if only blacks need punishment (qtd. in
“Look” 3).

If, promises Manly, these papers and speakers would stop celebrating African American
crime and start lamenting all crimes, then their greatest source of support would come from
“intelligent negroes” who would work alongside whites to “root the evil out of both races” (qtd.
in “Look” 3). This statement directly undermines Bernard’s argument in “A White Man’s
Country” that African Americans have no respect for the law, but also represents a threat to the
continuation of white supremacy via Democratic victory at the polls. It is this statement, rather
than the “controversial statements” analyzed in Chapter I, that inspired elite whites’ animosity

toward Manly, the Record, and “Mrs. Felton’s Speech.”
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CONCLUSION

The dominant and new 1898 Wilmington Race Riot narratives emphasize Manly’s role in
bringing about the violence and destruction of 10 November 1898. While the dominant
narrative’s function as a cautionary tale deliberately makes an example out of Manly, the
paradox of the new narrative is that it celebrates Manly’s participation while hinting that no good
came of it. With the information concerning Manly’s purpose for writing the editorial re-covered
in this thesis, we can begin to re-cast the roles of the Record, “Mrs. Felton’s Speech,” and
Alexander Manly in the 1898 Wilmington Race Riot.

The one-way flow of information greatly influences, if I may borrow a chapter title from
Prather, the psyche of a Southern city. New Hanover County lost its one public instrument not
tuned to the white elite when the Record burned, leaving African Americans to hear about “how
they are” from whites. With no formal structures to rebuild their ravaged community apart from
the church (lead by now fearfully submissive pastors), blacks had no opportunity to inform their
own identity as members of an American community. They were only the other, the non-white,
the opposite of liberty and virtue.

African Americans were not the only demographic negatively impacted by the 1898
Wilmington Race Riot; non-elite whites profited the knowledge that they were of the “upper
class” but were left to scrape for its benefits. Chapter Il names a nameless white culpability—
“Mrs. Felton’s Speech” was in conversation with Bernard because an American journalist could
not ignore the Morning Star’s anti-democratic content in good conscience. In both 1898
Wilmington Race Riot narratives, another “nameless” factor is white men are guilty of distorting
reality to break the laws of “our society and civilization,” and the principles of American

journalism did not avoid violation (qtd. in Bernard 2). Manly was not inspired to write “Mrs.



Felton’s Speech” just because Bernard printed Holman’s article in the Morning Star. Black,
white, Republican, Democrat, Populist, Fusionist—to Manly, anyone who manipulates people’s
thoughts by appealing to their emotions, instincts, and prejudices to gain political power is a
demagogue. Manly is not the fool for responding to Felton and Bernard, he is the hero who tries
to cut the strings between puppet and master.

Richard Yarborough, in “Violence, Manhood, and Black Heroism,” explains how
“moments of political crisis have elicited from black authors diverse literary responses intended
to have an impact on the public’s view of events” (226). Although his essay focuses on authors
of fictional works on the Wilmington Race Riot, Manly was no different from these authors who
set out to rewrite “the history of the African American experience in the face of widespread
distortions and untruths” (Yarborough 226). He elaborates:

The urge on the part of black writers to effect social change also informs their desire to

shape the popular white conception of the African American. In the late nineteenth and

early twentieth centuries, the depth and power of white supremacist sentiment made this
task nearly impossible. Nonetheless, African American writers from across the political
spectrum fought this war over images by asserting not only that blacks were human in the
most basic sense but that they had the potential to be exemplary men and women, that

they could be, in a word, heroic. (Yarborough 226)

Manly is indeed one of these African American writers, and he attempts to offset Bernard’s
characterization of “all” African Americans, who he claims are discordant with “our scheme of
society and civilization,” by presenting himself to his audience as the antithesis of a man
inharmonious with the system. In an attempt to transform white perceptions of African American
males, Manly repeatedly highlights his class status and education, ability to think for himself,
reverence for the laws of society and Christianity, and desire to protect women.

In Manly’s view, African Americans and whites can be heroic together, as they “root the

evil out of both races” (qtd. in “Look” 3). When he ardently opposed Felton’s suggestion (poor
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women’s security is threatened primarily because of African American men’s participation in the
exercise of democracy) and Bernard’s suggestion (the experiment should be set down as a failure
and a race law implemented), Manly was trying to save his people from disfranchisement and
death. Felton and Bernard make their arguments around the color line, and Manly’s editorial
stance is based on the basic principle of democracy and Christianity: he advocates the principle
that all men are created equal, and should be treated as such.

Manly’s argument is based on appeals to humanity, rather than appeals to race, and he
stands up for the African American race in the face of their wide-spread slander in the white
press. In stark contrast to Bernard and Felton, Manly highlights the universality of evil: to him,
the threat comes from “the human fiend, be he white or black” (qtd. in “Look™ 3). To counter the

grossly exaggerated reports in the white press of “Negro atrocities,” he uses universal language

29 e 29 ¢

to appeal to his audiences’ sense of the common good: “any people,” “together,” “whites and
blacks,” and “all” (qtd. in “Look” 3). Instead of establishing a race law to “protect” women from
“rapists,” Manly suggests white and black women should be granted the right to receive an
education at the college level at a state university—a significant extension of the rights African
American women had at this time.

The primary way Manly counters Bernard’s characterization of African Americans is by
demonstrating his willingness to, when slapped in the face by injustice, turn the other cheek.
Felton essentially threw African Americans under the bus by indirectly advocating lynching in
order to secure expanded educational opportunities for women; Manly did not return the favor.
Even though Manly seems to be partially in alliance with Bernard (to him, America is not a

“white man’s country,” but is still a “man’s country’), he advocates women’s right to receive an

education so they are better “protected.” Ultimately, Manly is an example of what to do—not
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what not to do—when democracy is threatened. But, because of his characterization in 1898
Wilmington Race Riot narratives, that is not how we think of him.

Manly’s emphasis on common humanity, the possibility for moral and social uplift
through education and equal opportunity, and willingness to acknowledge and forgive white guilt
betray him as an early adopter of modern color-blind liberalism. Just like the ideology of white
supremacy never manifested in reality for most white people, the ideology of color-blind

liberalism has yet to truly blossom in America.
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“VOL. 2.
R el : T o OU RS ERS. | 3. Catnery Canreh.
= Ipks et made ber renowned in the 1) QUR SUBSCRIBERS. | . Catuery
NEW BERNE GLEAN- s )T:m‘y of our city. She was a <Ll ‘8 Preachi nlzll‘l s“v_r
; . ) P om: Nunday
INGS. 5 i;"‘“';s_l"""lly;;‘".“:"s;x:‘. Having assumed the mnmmcnlh’.!uy::- meeting -
- . member of Shilol piis ' ECORD. I wish to thank our |8 o'clock
utcrestinig Sonen Gathered by Ourl (TG (L it ad responsible pon !n:iu‘r:;lnlor their o Hberal support | Rev cP
Hustling Correspondent, aitions there. Alladmirud her, 008 ;1o ooy and ask fora coltauance| Chestnt Stiee
o form hor scquaintance was 10W0Ve| oy ¢y ggme, under onrmanagement. Ly Freaching o

Mrs. and Rev. George F. Miller

= her. Emblems of eloqution were vi-
“and Mrs. Emma Johuson left the

school at Spn
sible and her desire for extended in- : A

Ttis our aim to give you & clean| :
By night Christin:

newspaper with good reading mat-

city last week for Washinjzton O | telligence was predominant. Carrw ter, Wo will say right hear that the Bae st
where they will attend thy P. | 80 10T exists; and while we deplor Recown is controled Ly no 5‘;@“!‘0., S Everyone

Conferecce that convenew thern this| ) o doner: S e bomee i & B the churches &

A 2 ek Mie § Amattn <

week. " . 5 s - —_—

Pine Forest to imbed her remains Our Claim. =
Dr. John 8. Long, preached a very |imbellish her grave with na-.::’ That the Becor is of the Negrofor| RESOLU
i ing and i i izi the Negro and by the Negro. We RE'

E our esteem, we hnmbl,
xubmit to the will of Gud in His on
nipotence, for with an ideal view g
survey angles fecilitating her, an,
escorting her to that Eternal ma
sion prepared for the faithful

To the heart-felt fumily,
pathize with them in v
reavement, beur an equal portion.,
their inevitabie burden and rc,
them to an all wise God who doc
all things well.

will continue to look after the inter-
ests of the Negro, Tne muungement
ix not responsible for ideas expressed
by contribitors, _
Now friends you say you like the
Recorp, but that can’t possible bLelp
s nless You pay your subscription.
We have boen sending the REcorp
ton good number of persous who
bave never paid one cent for it, and
this we must «top. Soif you sec n
red mark on your paper lock for your
weeipt. We  wiil hiere give you a
sketch of the United States News-
paperlaw,, e o
=" NEWSPAPER Liw
Persons taking news pap-rs from
post vftice or earrier, arter st copy
are considered subscribers and - can
Iaughter floated on the breeze, sty | only discontinne after sll arears have
Of Jouth mad bennty mingled ('t boen paid sl Pernons subscribing to
*miles of age and wilom were o e, paper mast: pay far it
with Sttiat o all, wid all wey B |® 28 PAPer mast: pay for it or
- that jt 2o
s S8

‘Bermon
at St Cypian P. E. chureh Sunday
evening. The Congregation felt
themselves benefited for having come
out to hear Dr. Long.

Miss Charlotte. Rhone returned
hume Saturday from Jiyde County
where she has been teaching. acéom-
paried by Mrs- Farrow of Hyde who
is the guest of Mise Rhone, 2

Prof. H. L. Jones of Philadelphia,
who is traverling in Eastern N. C.
giving Streoptican exhibitions and
Bible scenerics. - Addressd St. Pet-
ers Sabbath School, Sunday, and wil
give weveral lectures while liere,

% Pro€. Joues exhibited on Tuesday, nt
- Odd Fellows Hall, in bekall of St.
L Peters Church. He alsoexhibited on
", Weduesday, at Rue Chapel. Prof,
Jofies uses a double mngic lantern
.which ntakes ‘wo picturex at the
srsame time, and hix welections of
S.scenery are very good The diff-rent
Lo e g ey g

(A pprecinl el ::51- -
)itioue “ing their full @.en-
Tance.

\Irs. Linin Smith formerly of New
Bern who is now residing in Worster
Muss., has come home on a Visit to
P =~ her friends. She is the guest of Mra.

Corn Simmons, —

MrC. E. Physic hns returned from

Baboro where he has been tonching.
——

To the Mema

m-

Joscph's P. E. Cuureh held Suray
Sept. 22nd, the following resoluéons
drafied in respect to the meznry of
Mr. Tsaac B. Hall wero unaninously
adopted: . ¢
Whereas it has pleased th/ Graund
Architect of the Univese to @'l froim
labwr o rewand our dear frend and
worthy brother, Mr. Tsaac 3, Hall,
o for a period of nearly 20 years
wes . devont member of this chureh
uGG a consistant christian, and
\Wheress he Lus labor:d zealously
for many years as choris' v ‘of the .
clich choir, and ‘as “Supt. ¢ Jos-
he ok P L4 iS5 Seiioot ‘aud wi nf the
Publisbers of ! uewspapers €33, | time of his death the fuitlfi] socre.
under law, arrest 'y man who takes tary and treasurer of this Vestry.
A newspaper and “fuses to pay for Therefore be it °
it Under the law it is & dangeous R s oo 1st, That in the death
trick for & man to allow his mab-! o Ar Tane B, Hal, St Josepiys
scription. account 1o yan on fiom 6 | (hurch and the memnbers of this yox.
moutha to n year unpaid, aud they try hnve sustained an irrupable lose
tall the postmaster ro nurk “refused,” “Resolved, 2ud. That ke luboreq
o tn send the editor o postal card | xmeutly for thie promulgation of the
to “discontidue the paper.” christian religion, and by bis acts of

e
Monday night last, abright.g o
PPY company, representing lary the

the intelligonco and refinement of .

city, assembied at St. Stephen’s - ‘s

*onage, in honor of Rev. Gre'

Ui thday, lsof
Music filled the nir, morry pea oy

n requestad the
sters to take their wivesaz | w-
to supper. This made t

in
biue for
the KECoRD man as he was not a min-
iterand had no wife, but, he got
there just the same, as did everyone

who went to that table. [y was-a

krand sociable and  rich feast. We

wish fur the popular pastor -many a

happy birthday. How old is her
Don't be so inquisitive,

— e
The Hon. J. H. Willinms wnsin the
city Inst week, in the intérest of the
“'State _Republican.” He ix an old
~ war horse, has been tried in the fire,
and says that to -day. he ix pure gold.
Inan interview with the “Mewwn-
gor.” He did soms str t talking.
although they sey hix tmgue ix crook

Miss Earice Loue,

ROCKINGITAM NOTES,

We are very gind to have hery iy
our town this week, Miwe Laura [1in
of Wilmington, which is the guest of

So if you wit Iito save trouble please
PAY us as we are compelled to got
our subscription book straight. Our
collector will call on you so be ready
for him when he come. We lLave
just recivad a new lot uf type aud
other material proparatory to enlarg,

clistian purity, he endeared hinself
to all the members of St, Joseph's
Congregution. ¥
Resolved 3rd.  That we will ever
cherish Lis memory and never fo-&¢t
the mauly stand he took for Goo #1d

N a for right.

ed, and that he winked nt the Judgs, There Was & grand entertainme. ing the mecomo, 8o if you don't want

and tht the Judge winkel at him, (Tuesdny night for the benefit of rui- | to got left yon had bester serle np. | Resolvel &tk Ty
l Great is Willamson, o oy for Mo Pisgah Zion Yours for the race Bes of P:]“‘m g

ORI T TR 2 quite a success, 3 widow an ly

—Atameetingof T. B. Reed Repub | Everydody seem to enjoy themselve . E.G. My, that we bow in hun.

lican Association, held Tuesday night, Miss Sallie E ¢ Manager. i of

Sept. 17, speaches were delivered by |, = Lowmas spent this weeis m e the will of Hrxt who
: several of the members condemning | ©F 10w  She was tns ‘guest ;o M- Zion . AL . Churely well, aud we comme
- R X 4 Mre W. D Task, /| Peeaching service ut 10:%0 am; ot whe v

the Coftsitittional Conventiva of 8. G| k! ~ \'3pm, and 8pm; classmeoting ot w mpers the wi

for attempling to disfranchive tho col-| There was an entortainment gi d g O lawib,

at2pm*

) 4 Snnds
') ored vasers theoiiZhnt tho U: 8. To ut the renidancs of My.. Juny P:kn l-mFR"'I‘:Lin’cgmL Pastor Tosutvodk fth; 2
i 3dbers to e Republionn PATLY, ¥5d | Wadnesday for the plessars ol Mt MK Olive 4. A B Church s b syecad
Fis vote the atraight Republicn tioket. |1yym Hi gy -seage Lomas. The|~ Preaching servico at 11:00 a, m |cords, that 8 cop:
\ S e Indics neew to have a- pleasent time: [Sabbath School at 2; afternoon sor. for publication m
o A Miss Hill saya that she -ﬂl'mly :Vi:n‘::; evenin:g service at 5:00 | bereaved fumily.
= - ay evening services at 8; Rup.ctl
BY M. R. H. WIITE. cowe to ““”'ngatim © *7  <|Friday night pmye‘:--meutingat 8 3 Ve s;.uJ“)
\ y )Xr..W. D. Adaws have been on the |- Edward Robinson, Pastor u;‘yl’ “'nuep
) T the bhom of e whon all seom- Lt thia wedk ¢ . .. Central Baptist Church G. H. Wirts,
=1 fair, in the very center of activity, | my,.0 will be a' grand - excuriion o SerTica AL 1130 amuy 3,00 -

the hearts of her many friends were
causad to ache ot the departure by

\ “the cold hand of the monster death,

. of that fair and estimable young la-
\ dy in person of Miss Currie Blount. |

. %, Though she had not reached her

(irst seore, she attained those prinei-

from this town to
2th: We hupe that:
comeand g wilh us
scashipe,: - 7.

Wilnington Sept.
everybody will
fo the_beautiful |.

Yours

ik (Am-pamhnt,

and 7:30 pm; Sunday-school at 12 m
oy Rev. L. T Christmas, Pastor
Eienezer Baptist Clurch

" Preacling service at 11:00 a m
3:00 p. m.; and 8 09 pm; Sabbath
School at 12:30

= Rev. D J Mcore, Pastor

71

Extra copies! Eztra

—_—
Extra copics of the Wianixg
ORD, contsining .che Krund
Booker T. Washington, can be .
at theic oflice,.

14 Mulbesry St Wilmington, .

“ .
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e given on application,

the verdict and the sentance, broug it
toourmind the exlamation that el 5
quent Roman who cried, “0, judg ¢-
nent! thou hast fled to bratih
beasts, and men bave lost their reia-
son.”

The populmty of the school is alt-
tested by the large enrollment of 2
last year. The domitories ‘are fitted
with all modern conveniences, assur:
ing every necessary comfort to hLer
students. Board, lodging, light, and

T« = Editor.
e’ Manager:

SPT. 28, 195

fuel furnished as tudent eight months
for one hundred dollars. The char-
acter- &f the school is thoroughly
christian, a young man can hardly
go tl h Biddle without finding,

_TIAL,

& but harvest is

pussing by prec-
Y, improve them
Pprecious golden

«he days are getting ‘.horter;naver-
te-less the collector will call, before
th sun goes down.

* e cotton season is on, things wil|
soonbe lively. Money will be more

- frequntly in sight, and the Reoomp

SNy

hopes hat there will be no distance, to
lend erchatment to the view, but that
we may mest the eagle face ta face,
look him in the eye.

The question now going rounds is
are you for silver or gold? Just at
this timr  we are striving will: heart,
mind  d and strength. for silver,

S

8oL, nuow’, . wpel, Ereluuda aye T

_thing tihat will get us some .lead,

keep off the sheriff and help the
preache r.

Thoy say, that Cleveland is drecws-
of a %hird term that the “Judge” has
hir, eyes on the Governor's chair, that
t'ae Fusion shall go on, that the Ne-

/gro has his eyes open, that lie knows

a thing or two that in 96 he will
stand by the men who have stood by
him, speak well of those who have

. spoken well of him, do something for

him, and let those who are filthy, be

Eithy still
0 _——

!. e indications are bright for the

- siness all over the coun-

arprises are starting

South. We hope

past, and that a

band. Let Hardtimes

7, and give the poor

-ise, and the laborer

_get living wages for

therever you get it,

1. save some part of

% home, make it

28 won't visit you

¢ the transgressor is

. the “Good Book,” so it

S, 88 we sat in the “Tem-

. 4"(?) snd heard the shy-
he"1dw demanding s pound
und saw the keen blade of
Eﬁent grant the claim. The
t be mpcctpd. her majesty

'y npbgld, lmi in ‘many cases,|

= | r" ," \1‘3 >

o :“ A \‘)

Christ. Wilmington appreciats the
advantazes offered at Biddle, end |
will be well represented. Long niay
Biddle livel Long mnay this pure,.
uoble fountain flow to send forth
streams knowledge, such as will make
strong, noble, christian men, who
chmpion the cause of humanity, and |*
stand for what is beautiful, traa,
and good.

We are in reeeipt of a catelogue of
Biddle University, Charlotte, N. C;
Rev. D. J. Sanddrs, D. D. Pres. Bid-
dle is the head of the educational sys-
tem for the higher education of the

Coleman's Joke.

"} The ll'akc~l,oro erakqngrl siys
“’ C.Coleman the wealtljest colore,l
man in the state, was liere I.st weel
in the interest of the coldred exhibit
tat the Atlanta Exposition] Coleman
is so nearly white that o' one who |.
does not know him, woul{'fof an in

stant suspect that negro dood flows
in his veins, and for this résgm Kph-
the National Hotel porter, cannit be
laiaed for carnng him to the Hotel,

and offering him the best the house
afforded. It was night and M. Swith

the proprietor was not present. Cole-
man humored the joke until Eph bad

assigned Lim a room, and then he

'informed the surprised porter that it

jwas not cuatoqmry for Negroesto be

a0 AN 3 i

and therefore Le would have to ask to
be directed to the home of Eider
Settle, of the colored Matho.]jsﬁ
Church, Eph's eyes did not for sev-
ral days assume their normal size aud
u:olar. after this his first “experience
s n hotel porter wnth a white colored
‘entleman.

—— <o

r Church

I’Sh'plmuul M. E. Chureh

colored youth of North Carolina. Its
efficient work is seen in the many men
of note and influence, who own heru
their “Alwa Mater,” they are scatter-
ed ell over this land, and some have
gone to over the sen. DBidd'e to-day
in ber success, and growing mﬂuence
furnfilies one of the strongest argue-
ments in favor of Negro ability, and
competence to mfnnge big strings.

el Pr service at 11:00 & m;
aghssmeeting at 125 Sunday School
ey 1:15; afternoon service, $:00 P uus;
enlng service at 8:00.
Rev E J Gregg Pastor
Ln.Les A M Zion Church
surreaching service at 11:00 a m,
mg‘nla\ School at 12:30: clasy muet
eve 8 2:305 afternoon service at 3:04 |
‘mn;, service ut #.50,
orf Rer A ¥ Moore Pastor
‘f. st's Congregational Chure .

Tir Iocation is %7 44y has 71 build-
ings, and includes_ four echools, Theo-
logy Arts and Sciences, Preparatory
and Normal and «chool of Indusiries
and in each she quaranteeqa therough
course of training. The Faculty is
strong, able aud exyerienced, consist-
ing of 11 Professors.

* The air is full of politics, the woods
are full of politicions. Some clever
traps are being set, and some skilful
moves are being made upon the poli-
tical board. In North Csrolina the
Negro holds the balance of power,
which he can use to the advantage of
the race, state and nation, if he has
the manhood to stand on - principles,
and contend for the rights of & man,
Stap judgemen and hasty action mean
nothing. We believe that the present
condition of things requires us to
mske haste slowly. Every step should

shonld be made after calm and mature
deliberstion. While all the views of
tho old l=aders cannot be endorsed.
We would remind the young leaders,
to, be sure you are right, otherwise
it will be suicide tc go ahead. While
concocting o safe remidy for the peo-|
ple, death may be dropped in’the pot.
Some have already shown their hend,
others are lying low, others arc sleep-
ing with one syeopen. We will wait
till the iron is hot, then grasp our
sledge and strike at selfishness, cdr-
ruption and every man who looks ig
if he wants to use the Negro vote to

further personal ends. A

be taken with enution, every movalf

‘m,hmg ser; % u an Sen

e\enm-' service at 8,
Rev F W Sims. Pasmr,
Shiloh Baptist Church.

Sunday servicesat Shilon Baptixt. |-
church. Preaching 11 am, 3 p m,
8 p m; Sunda; School 12.30 p m
Erdeavor Society, 5 p.m: weekly
meetings. Tuesday and Thursday
nights.

at’

v PF Mnllo; Pastor
M. Calvely A M. E. Church, .
Meare's Bluff.

' Sunday School, 9am; Preaching
ut 11 am; Class meetingat 1 pm:
Pn) er ineetingat 3:30 pm; Preach
ing at 8:30 p m.

[ ‘W. Bishop, Postor
Ftrat Baplwl Church =
11am;8 y-school
M 1 evening servxce at 7:30.
Rev. Joseph Spells. Pastor

t Mark's P. E. Church

i}Services at 1la.m. and 8 pm
Subbath Schiwol at 3 p.m.
| Rev. W. M. Jackeon, Rector.
|Trinity M. L. Chm-ch

Preachine J1am: 3pm: 8pm
Suuday School 12 30. Ulars meenng
Tuesday night 8 00. Prayer-meeting
Friday night at 800

Rev S P West. pastor
Our Fall and Winter Stock
~I8—

Complete And Ready

INSPECTIONS

us on suits or- trousers, prices
Trywnll sait you. Kvery piece of
work done by us Gitz. “teed.
F. H. Cra\hke & Co.
SMITH BUILDI d.ﬂ_ Pringiss St.
28

Y

euwmmed ut hotes .u wos Sib.

\\’11nnn<rt0n S Bw‘ '
RACKET STORE,

AT 112, N. FRONT ST., OPPOSITE

THE \
ORTON ITOUSE),
is acknowledged by all, both rin-\n and
poor, nsthe Largest, Finest, and Lv
far the Cienpest Stora in the city |
good goolds at low prices.
Read our prices and see our sio
ride on mur new Klevatew and looa
over the largest store iu the city.
36 inches wive, double-fold, beavy
cotton serge, in rod aud two shades
of greenat scts u yurd.
85 inglhes wide, double fold, half
00l Aiicords, at 10cts n yard.
‘)".unh cloth in all colors,
N avy blue callicoes,
Quilt callicoes,
Dress callicoes, fast eolors,
SHOES FOR EVEYBODY
. Infuat suoes, 2 to 5, 25cts. & pair.
Better & frir, 6 to 8, 50cts. a pair.
Misses, 5 to $1.00 u pair.
Woen's pat. tips, dongols, 85, 95,
1.00, 1.10 und 1.2 cts. n pair.
Men's brogans, high art shoes, 85cts.
a paur; better 1.00 uud 1.25 ets a pair.
Mens boff bull and congress, 1.00
mnd 1.25 cte o pair; in calf, Inca, and
congress, 1.50 and 2.00 & pair.
CARPETING, MATTIN (;
& RUGS.
1 yard kquare rugs ut 20 and 25cts;
lurgur anl better i body brussells,
five feet lung ut Tocis,
Carpets from 12 1-2 to $1.00.
Fully 1ov styles to select from.

T0cts.
4 & oets,
T dets.
bets.

MILLIL\A[ Y OF ALL
STYLES
"he .2
ni.e lurn--d x\nd bund el
Nuwe fele shapes Le trime

(rum slets up w 4.0L aca.

Needles, et a paper.

Spool cutton at 2ets. a spool.

Shoe laces let a pair

Eavelopes ut 2§ u pack.

Writing paper at 2cts. a quire.

Luce curtaing, three yards long,
at ducts. a pair.

Dress buttons from 2cts. o doz. up.

Whals bons at 5cts. 8 pack.

Ladics nice loug sleoved heavy rib-
bed under vests from 18 to Yicts ,
haif wool at s0cts.

Men's hall woul under shirts st 35,
50, und GOcs., heavy cotton shirts
from 20 to 25cts. each.

Good suspunders at 10¢ts. a pair,

Kid gloves in black, six lace, at
39¢ts. a pair , for menin tan, at 23cts,
in pure white, eloquent goods for la-
cies at 69ty n pair.

SUITS FOR MEN

In novel at €3.50. A suit in heavy

clay worsted and nicely made up for
meu at 7.95.

Good trunks in zinc cover, 1.40
up., und wuny other bargins we have
not room to mention,

Come and ses this monarch store
full. 1t is owned and run by the
hustling firm of,—

.|BRADDY & GAYLORD, Propristors

OF
WILMINGTON'S BIG

ST CTRacket Store,

~T
At 112 North Fourth 8t., opposite the

Orton House.

brown, good ut 3.75., in finy bést "
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Bl BRIDGNIG THE CHASM. [¢an prosper until it learns that {here|
~ Rl in as much diznity in tilling n fig]] ne
Y JBooker T: Washington's Masterly | WEILIZ a poem. 1t is at the b
Py / A dress attheAtlanta Exposition |0f life we must begin and nott
T —Souwds the Key Note Fir Ruciat | Nor should we permit our grievy,
. Progress & Practical o overshadow our opprrtinitig,

What the great Expos
the Negro and the South

One third of the population of the
South is of the Negro race.  No enter-
prise sesking the naterial, civil or
moral woirs of this section can dis.
regard this denent of our population
und reach theYighestsnccess. 1 but
cunvey to you Mz, President and Di-
rectors, the sentinent of the musses

. ofmy race, when L sty that in no way
have ths value and ranhood of HiE |
Ameriean N 1 e fittingly
and gencrously Tecogmzed, than by
“the manngers of this mugnificent Ex
position atevery stage of its progress,

It is a recognition which will do
more to cement the friendship of the
two ruces than uny occurencs since

the dawn of our (reedom.

Not only this, but the vpportunity
here aftorded will awaken among us
a new era of industrial progress. Iy
norant and inexperienced, it is not
strange that in the first years of our
new life we began at the top instend
« bottom, that a seat in Congress or the
State Legisiature was mofe sought
than real estate or industrial skill,
that  the political convention, or
stump speaking had moreattiactions
thaw starting a duiry farm or truck
garden. .
“'CAST DOWX YOUR BUCKET WHERE

L YOU ARE i

A ship lost at sea for many days

anddenly sighted a friendly veseel
Fron - the mast of the unfortunate

—

fuge 2.4 Bz

N

Loval ..
[ As we have proved onr loy .y to

fttom l'_\'au in the past, in nuraing you, -hill-
2top Iren, watching by tha sick bedd of your
nees  mothers and fathers und often follow-

" - Bothse of the Whiterace whe, o1
to toe incoming of thoss of f reign
birth and strange tongue and Joyiea
for the prosperit of the 3outh,
were T pernutted, I would Yepent
what Ixay o my own race: [«{yst
down your bucket where youl are.”
Cieat it down among the 8,000, ) Ne-
groes whose hubits you Lnow,| whoee
fidelity and love you have wsgeq iy,
diys when to have proved tro, qon-
ous weant the ruin of your fiyozide.

Cust it down among thexq, people
who bave uinm?n strikes Ang jahor
wirs, tilled yOUur tiélds, cieareq your
forests, builded your ruilroygy and
cities. and brought forth YGegeyres
fron the bowels of ‘the el and
helped tomake possible this magnifi-

ing them with tear dimmed eyes to
their graves, 84 iu the future in our
humble wny, we shail stand by you
with nlle\'ﬂl that no foreiguer ean
approach, ready to luy down our
lives, if neod be, in defense of yours,
interlacing our industrisxl. commer

yourxin a way thatwhall make inter-
ests of both races one Inall things

seperate as the fingers, Yet one s thty
nand in all things essentinl to mutual
progress.

There isno defense or munfy for
any of us except in the highest intelli-
genee nnd development of all. I any
where there are effort te ding to cur-
tail thé fullest growth of t Negro, |
let these efforts b turned into stimu

Ly i L Mulst

cial, civil and religious life with |Ar

that are purely social we can be as de

cent representation of the progress
of the South. Casting doy,, your
bucket amomg my people, helping
and encouraging them ns Yoy nre do-
ing on thes groumds. ayg 1o
education of hend, hand
you will find that they will by your ! tuke:
surplus - land, moake l'l"'Lum the - There is no escipw through law of
waste pliwes in your fiehls.! .l run {nian or Gud; fromthe iwevitnble:
your factories. While 'IL...,: this | **Che Jaws of chan,eless justice bind
Fou can be sure in the futily. aq Yol | Oppres-or with oppressed,
huve been in the pust, Uity vou and { Aud close ux sin aud suffering jo ned
your faniily will be surtdynded by | We niweh 1o tnte aironst,”
the most patient, tnfull juw.abid | Nearly sixteen millions of binds

Inting, encouraging and making him
the mostus=ful and intelligent  citi-
|zen. Effort on’ means so invested
eill pay
the ; These o
1 heénre, | “Liosing i vhat gives und binethat
Kex,™ :

J

CAPE FEAR & YADKIL:.

'L{-f;Ll??/n‘ read (W) 4{?{:(}% Serr. 2% K5

sl . N, NEwWl
. NORFOLK RAILWA
In effect, Sunday,
DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY

North-Bow
STATIONS

§ Surry M.

iducksonvyil'
m,

W
T

SLEEY
RAILWAY co.,
JOIN GILIL, Receivar.
Condenved Nchedule,

it Effeet June 23nl, 1805,

Northy
MAIN LINE. Duily

N

ing and unresentful peoplly e + will wd youpulling the lowd
would hiy ever seen. = (Continued on fourth page )

~ THE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAR
COLLEGE - FOR THE COLORED RACE,

4 vessel vias seen the signal: “Water,| Al CREENG N .-
L g el veeseen e gl Wt ATy GREENSBORO, X. C
B 2 e e oy “, il B A T & i s
* Cast down you oucketwhers| The raM Term 13 Ry,
=" A seccnd time the signal, 1 for Thursiday,  Outuln
™, water, send us wader," run Sed l’"‘”"'.""" e :""'“ Cotnty
= % X \ cprember next, - - o e .
upfrom u‘f.‘l""ml “’f""‘l and was 1Tz i) A rlicniture, ry Management, IBENNE TS vILLE Div
answered, “Cast down your . bucket [yhe Mechanie Arts, the lisiish Lo ey andvarious branches n? Math No, 3 | i i
= where youare." The Captain of the |ematicnl, Physical. Nand and 1 e Seience. with speciad ref, 9.3 4. A
distressed vessel, at Just heeding the |0 their applicatifis 1 vhe mdnstrio o life. g B o Pt Lo
injunction, cast down his bucket, and A limited number rix wtnll be "lllmb::"‘—?l-z -r'\vl;:;n i ngd m u‘; th Ly e -.::‘1:1
it came up full of fresh, sparkling | striction wil given In Music, Sewing, Cook- .-_Hupu Nillle-
water from the mouth of the Ama by the Gnited States, and the State of Nortl, D petrenin
zon River. To those of my ruce who 0, winl s not controlled or influsnced by any
dapend on bettering their ITH
in a foreign land, or who uuder-esti- 2 TERMS,
mate the importancé of cultivating COUNTY STUDENTS o (. 3 N’ L
. _ oetaince I INTY STUDENTS. ITHER STUDENTS,
. !ne_ndly lvh\tw@ with the Southern Tuition, Free ) Tuition, e session , . :‘jm UQJ imax

:‘Tlle man who is therr next door HFOR ALL STUDENTS ©_JArrive Greensboro

ighbor, I would say cust down yonr Resrdiose Ceik 3 - e i, Leave < o
buckel,wl\.em yourare, enstitdown in 1 _,:.?:i,} P il 16 ."1.:_.}'.' \ - “kaeulnla
making friends in every friendly way Tuxtruetion on pinng, tw 200 Bl e LT
by the people of all ruces Ly whom o For e of pinio pey sesion. <is 340
we are surrounded. 7" For additional terms!see cats Ilnl- n;ul{l-y mldr:a:ing, n
.(ha.: itdown inngricullun. mwhm‘nm,:"é‘:. % X 5 ‘v’m e the Lnlu'ned
ics, in e, in d. ic service, ‘ e e e —
and in the professions. * And in thig, 1
connection it is well to bear in mind; LOST' 2 l N0t|ce Of Removal' Loa

- . that whatever other wins the South Y g nit i :
= o ““may be ealled to benr, that when it/ ;\Iﬂn) Opp()tun {tles I have R ved M
comes to business pure and simple, it | * ~T0— ., cmoxe Y
is in the South that the Negro ix given 2 S DRUG B
) a man's chance in Uie commercinl 'SAVE a Little Mo‘ney' @ USINESS i

world, and in nothing ix this Exposi-
tion more eloquent than in emplusiz
ing thix  chauen.  Our  greatest
danger iy, thut in the great leap from
slavery to freedom. we may overlosk
the fact that the masses of us ars to
<live by the productions of our hand,
aod fail tokeep in mind the: we shall

Which Cannot Recver od
But you'ean profit by tif- experi-
ence of the past by beginniag now
without further delay wita u fow
shares in the
BUILDING & LOAN DEF:‘ARTM‘T
of the MeTRoroLITAN TRUST Co. The

TO THE S. W. CORNER
N

¥ TH and RED CROsS NTN,

WHRRE T WILL BE GLAD Ty SERVE You,
Fraternally yonrs,

WILLIAM NIESTLIE.

DO YOU WEAR PANTS?

prosper in proportion as we learn “to
DIGNTFY AND GLORIFY (UMMOX LAHOR.
and put brains and skill into the com
mou occupation of I'le; shall prosper
in proportion as we ieatn to draw the

line between the sv.perficial and the | Don't delay, Take shares no|

substantial, - the ‘ornaniental gow.
gaws ot life and the useful. Norace

with th 3
fur Roau oke o d
Went, und at Gireensbore witly

points N
SeIn ul Supe

Alr Line,
© Southern i),
mt Cove wig),

1 railroad for Wi

‘et at Wby ¢,y
nd Western pyilg,,

wll points North 4.
the wougj,.

Nu,

books for the New Series ' will re- % ;u:n rail way Company for Ruleigy
i i g ave & poir made ta | Riel u % NOrthe gyt
main open until Sept. the 28th 1895, IF SO bl forliil b "s\'e- Eant, nt F A 'AJ;.:I o

when the the weekly paymenta will

b all poinis s, 1ty ur M

g ly. Coms aumd xeo-my Samples of with the Seabourd i i

begin. —_— . e rlotte, Atlantu and al] o
Acmission fee 26 cts |1lr share | fall and wintewg ock. vnthwent, at Wik
: : R Wilmi Rew Connt Jg: -
Weekly dues 15 | week. Ok G.OR.DON rfxll‘l:\l"illll:han:nl (:m(:: :l..l."

; Front and Market St*Wilmington, ;rn‘ e N L and2 o wper

3 - vill o
. Jas’ B. Dubrey, . Lo . FRY Wi
Ym 18d Vadm 3d ' Gew) Mauuger. G

-Se:. and| Treas.

I
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Mr. Jisd MeNeil *he restanranter
wishes e “afor ~ustomers he
has remi,.ed - St between
Market and Doy he is pre-
peared o serv Is atall
hours.

Don't for
e oA

" Picnic Par-
v Institute
Admission

ill be served
sh Sunday
gregational
f the pastor
s attending
sh Conven-

.. ole Sociable was
3 residence of Miss. Sallie,
Hen. .ednsday night, for Misses
Norwood, and Noyes, who will leave
for school Tuesday, and Mr. Neal
Howe who will leave this morning for
Goldsboro.

The nicest neckwear isat 121 Mar-
ket St. Naumburgs of course.

Master Henry T. Manly left last
night for Kittrell Normal and Indus-
trial Institute.

Mr. F.'G, Manly left last night for
Dudlay, N. C. to attend the Conven-
tion of the Congregational Church.

M. William Niestlie has d

tl
md at l.lm Post " Office at Wil

able budy of death, stagnating, de

30th 1895 admissi
itd to attend s
the 1able will be Jad

duy'
10¢ts .||I n

o serve you
the nbove onm d chareh

| New siyle collas at \xmmhuwsl
121 Market St. i

Patronize those who patrovize us.
Mr. J. Nuumbur i3 our regular adver.
tiser,

Mr. G. G. Spears, ' of Long Creek.
Pender Co, dropped in 1o see us this
week, says “T like the Reconrp, let it

come.” Mr. Spears, reports crops nu [ MAH!

being better than they have been for
years.

‘We weru pleesed have Misses Jossie,
Rourk. and Besie Brown. call this
week.

BFIDGNIG THE CHASM.

(Continued from third page.)

or they will pull against you the load
downwards. Ve shall constitute one
third and much more of the igno-
rance and crime of the South or cue
third its intelligence and progress,
we shall contribute one third to the
buginess and industrial prosperity of
the South, or we shull prove & verit

pressing, retarding every effort tcad
vance the hody polific.

Gentlemen of the Exposition: As
we present to you our humble effort
at an exhibition'of our progress.

YOU MUST NOT KXPECT OVER Mi'ON,
sterting thirty years ago with own
enﬂ“‘, hero acd there in a tew quilts-
av g p“mpkmsmd chickens, (snlur

his lnmly to Seventh and Redcroes |™
T e UM OV - ki Surugd vied uor
he 1 prepsresd to fill prescriptions at
all hours of night. Give him a call.
We were g lad to see Rev. Hurst. of
Atkinson N..C. in the city this week.

A thief emtered Mrs. Mary. Tute's
chicken h ouse last saturday week on
13th 8%, ‘bet Dock and Orange, and
stole 14, head of chickens.

Brown and whitted have just re-
ceived a lot of fall and winter good-.
Fine Raisons at lUcts. per pound.
Newr oat meal, new ffour. smoing
tobac~o in buckets, and lots of

+ other n.ice things at reasonble pr ices
Call anci look at them and see for.

¥ ourself.
» Murray died at his home
o " "onday night and
*m Ebenezer
otist Mission-
mgh several
";ccomplilh-
inission.
J4s sympathy
Jease.
NEW Cae ‘res 121 Mar-
et St.
Read our nev ws: The
- Wilmington P Store the
largest bect an . dry good
house. Rersuve Front st op-

. posit the Orton Hu.use.

Geot your Winter flaunel at Naum-
burg's. 121 Market St.

F. H. Krahnke: & Co, the artist

‘vlors. Suite madé to order gauran-
A Princess. st Swith, Building
H. Burnett, the live grocery

© Hesell the best groceries at

vist pncas

wardess of St Luke's A, M. E.

1.will given literary concert

"wch at Rnth Hall Mon-

°‘|
ember thnt te path that hu has

| 7-- these ytha “ entions nnd
pr :duclxun ut agricultuia. i, o-
nnts, buggies, steam engines, news
papers, books, stativnary,” earving,
pitintings, the management of drug
stores und buaks, hus not been trod-
den without contact with thorns and
thixtles.

While we take prid~ in what we ex
hibit as a result of our independent
efforts, we do not for a moment for
get that our part in this exhibition
would fall far short of your expecta-
tions but for the constant help that
has come to our educational life not
only from the Southern States, but
especialy from the Northern' philen

* [thropists who have made their gifts

a constant stream of bles«ing and
encouragement: The wisest among
my race understand, that the asita-
sion of questions of social equality is
the extremest folly, and that progres
in the enjoyment of all the privileges
that will come to.ns, must b+ the re
sult of severs and constant struggle,
rather than of artiflcial forcing. No
raco that has anything to contribute
to the markets of the world is long in
any dogree ostracized. It is impor-

tant, and right that all privileges of | ™27 -
the law be oura, bi:t it is vastly more
important that we be prepared for
the exercises of these privileges.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN A DOLLAR

in a fatory just now is worth infinite

1y more than the opportunty to spend
a dollar in an opera house.

In conclusion, may I repeat that
nothing in thirty years has given us
more hope and encouragment, and
nothing has drawn us 8o near to
you of the white race, as the oppor-
tunity offered by this Exposition.
And here bending, as it were, overthe
alter that represents the results of the
struggles of your race and mine,
bot’. starting practically empty
hnnaod three decades ago. I piedge
that in yonr effort !o work out the

1 mlm e pmm. s which
il at the doors o 114

whil
Ll s of the proc
[orest - oF mine, of factor
art, el good wid eond
wbo v sud beyond nia
will b2 that higly
prey (3od will come, ina bioiting out
of sectional difference aml i
mosit &8 and suspicions in

lerimi
o to udiningster absomte jus|
ina w,lllug obedience amony ull clnss-
es Lo ti'e mundatas of Luw and a spirit
that ill tolerate uothing but the
highest #quity in the entorcement of
law. ‘rhis, coupled with our materal
prosperity Will bringin to uur helov-
ed eouil @& new Heaven und anew

Earth. i
Our Fall and Winter Stock
I3~

Complete And Ready
—FOR—
INSPECTIONS
wwy u4 ON 8UIts or trousers, prices

1 " will -suit you,
work doy@ by us Guarenteed.
F. H. Khranke & Co.

sypTH BUILDING Princess St.

om 28d
State: and County

- Taxes.

~|The Tax Books for 1895

% ., 1
b neits
or good, that het 1 |

Every piece of| _

. BICYCLES

DESCRIPTIONS,

ALL

Rangung in Prins $20 1 100
BICYCLES for raut Zin
s Trom S60 Lo ¥20

on mlulhnmcphm

The Larzest and best Equipped
“epair shop in tho State  Diflicult
repair work solicited.

T. . Wright & Co.
16 Market St. Wilmington, N. C.
Sm 134 tr

NO $3.00 PANTS!

Buz for fine tailoring, to suit the
most fastidions, go to

E. POEZOLT & BROS.
No. 22 Market St. Wimingtou, N. C.
(8]}

Wm. Aug. oore.
ATIORNEY AND COUNSELLOR
AT LAW,
WILMINGTON. N. C.
Will Practice in the Courts
Hanover: Edgeombe, Bertie,
fort. Countiss,
Prompt Attention given to the Cu'~
Iee:tion of Bilis.
PENSION ATTORN! }y,
OFricr, 8. K. Cor. 25D & MA gy Sts

New
Bean-

Aa~ N¢ - In Mv Honds
And Proy _ », ment will . .ve cuat.
For tl:-purpose of collecting the
State ar.f ‘sunty Taxes, due for the
yeuar 18, in the seversl township,
outside othe City of Wilmington, [
will be a Key's store, in Federal
Pomnt Touship, Tuesday, Oct. 8th;
Capt. F W. Munning's  store,
Wrights-'le. in Harnett Towanship,
on Wedn’ﬂdAy Ocv. 9thi; at Canady s
Store, w Hurnett Township, »n
Thursday Oct. Nnh at. Musonbom

it ot pRpge e

‘To Buy Your ~
Furniture and Car_

IS
S. Behrends & Co.

NO. 25, NARKET S8T.

For cash or on easy weekly or month-

Iy payment. Wil move on Oct. 1, to
NO. 16 8. FRONT ST.

Hm 21d

Uall, in hip, Fri
day, Oct 11th; at Cusr.le Haynes. R.
R, statio, in Cape Fear Township,
Suaturday, Oct. 12th
ELJAH HE\WLETL, Sheriff
N+ v Hanover Couty
Wilmirgton. N. C489t. 10th, 1
su 21d

& Fresh Eggs To-da
No money “wasted

when you buy fresn goods like thnL
kept by our (svorites,

FROWN & WHITTED.
Fo1 you slways get ful” vatie 10
choics goods and satisfuction in every
way. Try it and see.

You Should

| SUBSCRIBE TO

THE RECORD

No. 1 ment, at Bets.

Zompound Lard, at . Gets.
Meal per peck. ldcts.
Best family flour, 2 1-2cts.

bets,

Cubn Molasses, per qt-

2 MBaxs of laundry soap,

Gdod Rice, per qt- x
All goods delivered free-

bots.
' Bets.

ROBRT McDONALD
TAILOR———
Agent for B. Stern & Sun, tailors,
New Y rk City.

ClothIny Made to Order!

at very low prices.
: SAMPLES :
to select from.
Pants from $3.25 up: Suiis from
$11.50 up. Call and exanmiine sam-
ples. Al work made by Union tail-
ors better fitting garments and bet-
ter workmanship. A fit guarantecd
or money refunded.
14 North Second St.,
N. of Unlucky Corner.

F. P. Boddie,

P.mnbmg Gas-Fitting and Water
Works. . Practical Pump repair

400 400

four doors

PUTTING DOWN PUMPS A
SPECIALTY.
N 107 North Seeond Streot,

Still at the Old Place!

Whee we are doing

CLEANING & DYEING

AT .0W RATES.
Favurnble seacon for repairing, ¢ lean-
juz, wd dyoing rour springor suwmen
suits for” full.

L. H. BGRNEIT.
1

j- . R S
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ilve ()l'lly Ne

o L)Eulyl a1 the Worlcl!

|t —.le-:wry ey

ot for the wujoyment of the good |

yople of Wilimington. g
Vours slocerely,

fllll)lmﬂl' Daum.lcss
|, fiba

Sbeland!

e
[t toocm giewm justier. 1t ‘“‘" Wty of Crimlol Tutlumcy with Mastors T8
| cememimecd that Paul Dutls v Manith way el #e pro=-
e~ ol of wanulting o whitey withens. \hen the case| Mew
. whose father bo wurked ln o ca o up for telal, Swith tarned [las”
e st conny. bt e g[S o, shoxing Ll »
~a Catiow 04 nelotio®

ot the Siver Hoels Expedition |
G,

“Thore willien * Pophilar k- tion™
Juckoonsite, Fin. m 13 Tho | gicun by the Grand Tt Onder of
famou: tur Dawntios & 10 |Gouy aud Ducghlers of Sulemn o
ot after an whoenes .: swverul | monsiuge Nov. Yiet sl coutiuviex
otk Sov. 23th 1897, on the grownds
When she Teft Juckomarille sbo |eommer Uik und MoRaus Sirects,

lihe it wos tricd ankzucqw
fow duys ago. for booling (he,

went yuicly o towiug veswls DU whor there: wil be » ¥5.00 4okl
hen the prvss sumoueed that 00 wulely In G trst prisy 1o be ghvon
schooner Bilser fhecls 1ad et Now |45 she younge Iy who wil revelve
York with a curgo of munitions o | (hy biucst mumbor of voles,

war for Cubm cbe stacied it Ia Becuny Prire.
search of “wrecker” - wil) b, 8 Tadly's fine goKd rlog.
Tren wecke luter tho Pauntlon Turun Paiar

ot Into Key West, where she ¥os | will e,'a lady

ored oz, wb the veey donr o
ot Howses whil It brie thar
Iy & few days before tho colored bay
wus tricd for aasault. i sentencod
I s Ju_ the. penltcatary, | Heor™
e st of e it i wan v S
n..nn travcly of Juntcs, that | et

detained & day, ot then rvlcoecd on

These artleles il be ou exbiblt-

.de.”nunux--uvm-\u»l i

an onder froo the Becritaty of he|ou st Jas. D. Dry's nnl-u winl | ke coust grusel the ame e com | £
Treanary, and wea allow attorn

eocd to Juckaonrille. o 230 467, «

AL tho wouth of the L Jolm’s| The polls will open coch evenlog | Rece:

ot ¥ o'elock ar? ' w 1" e
privliege to +
o ladher
;:’* Inanrierta Ll 1,
il w11t I (ol s,

. FLTE YUY M
Lyt o fg

Tht enthms.. h
Uor v arve b, R ten o e
ty-iem Mt . o) g0 T e
were Injuresl et | KK (gt of whita o |

Tine focommottve wia over. - | Wit aurh rey Voaral el
pnl‘qlrnl-w--mhln-,el o -"'un.n- ahown st b ol WoR . sy

e e bl e oo, ety you 4 drvk, o1
mmumn.l\. & -.a.uml-a waaluly at v | U mm""r“"wm“lrmm
g ofn) (o
e, Vit u-w.-ll«mnunﬂ i btk 4 i o ope | U Lo i

1, o sy vl poper tohaving bt the gt thmes e Jink
g he b v (ehle o Logond Vi,

s A, S, Vo chircl, Sha Bun |y Recever Rewed,
S Wi doy s et 1 aon "’

o Ut outon e ot
m-hm el of our peopie? | ' v

T et “leaving Ko prtots 1M
"

vobel by the oo ot wulfering ,
masnity wimong the peaple of our rm
18 cublines The wyrk of the e
da sl throngh the of
s Autior Wbledd oy phlignthy
Paople lan b ¢ etaldiebid o) 4
orn. I’ll-r

bl comunt, 3ir 1. Picina |
havliy bowght out the ftereat
s Sy Wit Nere, SA1 VT, (5, lons Vil el wll eontinwe

Tyl b vtk e o wp 40 |Gt ol wholensl deulur o
e Loww mowl Clrbty Sall urd wit-

H

puve &l prograin. 3
Thos Xorth Carollin Awoe! Eon-
Iorones oumyonue In 318, Ol ve Churchy
Thuraduy neeniug Xov, I, apwer
Tl morvhown s olight,
Tharadny ahyht ut 7,50 nelowk |I-
aunval wermon will e
wokome addrens deilvered by Ko,
LT, ioffuss upon the part of the

ebor In i wael oytcen,

Thare wil e wrtalu
ol (oulght ey
Vo wunpleea of the L