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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for wild 

horses (or to send one off seeking a 

chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule a 

visit at the same time that hurricane 

Maria was passing by offshore in a 

huff (and puff).  Luckily, no 

significant storm damage or rains, 

just gusty winds.  Trips to the beach 

were limited by high surf, rip tides, 

blowing seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 

Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands were 

under mandatory evacuation orders 

for non-residents from Monday 

until 1pm Thursday, when the 

bridge from the north reopened.   

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County Monthly Newsletter 

June, 2018 

, 2016 FOMPBC Officers 

President: 

Bill Walker 

Vice-President,  

Nick Lengyel 

Secretary: 

Robin James 

Treasurer: 

Richard Burgstrom 

Nominating Chair: 

Roger Koch 

Publicity Chair: 

Bill Walker 

Outreach Chair: 

Michel Price 

Finance Chair: 

Richard Burgstrom 

Grants & Fund Raiser Chair 

Robin James 

Membership Chair: 

Nick Lengyel 

Events Chair 

Carri Mosier 

Web Master: 

Craig Wiseman 

Newsletter Editor: 

Bill Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 

VOA MetroPark 

Community Room, West Chester, OH 45069 

6:00-6:45 PM 

Members and interested parties are welcome to 

attend 
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Letter from the President  

Chuck Holliday 1950-2018 

 

I first met Chuck Holliday in 2010, after responding 

to an ad in The Pulse seeking volunteers to help 

lead nature walks in the parks.  The first walk, in 

April of that year, was a wildflower hike led by Bob 

Henn.  After that, each new hike showed me more 

about how extensive was Chuck’s knowledge about 

nature.  Whether insects, butterflies, dragonflies, 

wildflowers, trees, reptiles, or birds, Chuck was 

happy to share his expertise. 

Chuck drew a wide audience of hikers ranging from 

kids to senior citizens.  He went out of his way to 

make sure that each age group found something of 

interest.  He provided butterfly nets and magnifying 

glasses to involve kids in collecting specimens, 

while teaching adults about host plants for 

caterpillars and nectar sources for insects and birds.  

By scheduling walks at different times of the year, 

Chuck showed what flowers to expect by season 

and how to identify trees both with and without 

leaves. 

The other side of Chuck was the organization of 

work days to help maintain the parks.  Planting of 

trees, spreading of mulch, spreading prairie 

wildflowers, and grooming trails were frequent 

work day targets.  True friends of Chuck know that 

combat against invasive species was one of his hot 

button issues.  Honeysuckle, garlic mustard, lesser 

celandine, hybrid pear, teasel, and phragmites, were 

enough to cause Chuck to foam at the mouth.  The 

best memorial that we can offer in Chuck’s memory 

is to continue his battle against invaders. 

Chuck was a long-time member of the Liberty Twp 

parks committee.  He was one of the founding 

fathers of the Friends of MetroParks of Butler 

County and served as vice president and president 

of that group.  Perhaps his greatest contribution to 

these groups was recruitment of new board 

members.  His many friends in school groups, scout 

troops, and nature organizations were drawn upon 

to help make sure that local and regional parks 

receive the support they need. 

Of all Chuck’s abilities, his skills as a bird watcher 

stood out.  When warblers migrated through the 

area in the spring and fall he could identify rare 

species by their song, their movement at the top of a 

tree, or glimpses through gaps in the leaves.  During 

the Christmas bird count each year, he frequently 

demonstrated the ability to count the number of 

birds in large flocks.  I will admit that I sometimes 

became suspicious about the accuracy of these 

counts, especially when he would casually mention 

that the fourth bird from the left in the last row had 

blue eyes.  Each time that I joined Chuck for these 

counts it snowed the night before and began to 

drizzle the morning of the count.  Nothing quite so 

lovely as peering up into a tree only to have a 

branch full of wet snow hit you full in the face. 

Good times and bad, Chuck could always be 

counted on to help make sure the job got done.  He 

was my friend, and I’ll miss him. 

See you in the parks, 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

 
Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include: Chicken Chat, Batty 

about Bats, Rainbow Gardens, Fabulous Fathers, 

Summer Solstice on the Farm, Yoga on the Farm, 

Farming with a Full Moon, and Horsin’ Around.   

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 6:30-7:30pm 

and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm except Fathers 

Day.  

 

Hump Day Concert Series  

 

Need a little Mid-Week pick me up? Come out to 

Voice of America MetroPark and enjoy live Music, 

Food & Family Fun Wednesday May 30th at 

7:00pm for the start of the Hump Day concert 

series.  

The Concert Series this month will feature: The 

Belairs a 50’s and 60’s Rock n Roll Show Band, 

Jamison Road a indie country trio, Parrots of the 

Caribbean a blend of zydeco, rock and country, 

Kelsey Mira Band   combine acoustic and 

electronica, and David Gerald preforms a blues-

infused rock-and-soul hybrid.    

 

Family Fun Friday   

 

MetroParks of Butler County with partners Butler 

Soil and Water Conservation District and Ohio 

State University Extension are hosting Family Fun 

Fridays.  

Family Fun Fridays are from 10:00-11:30 AM at 

various parks.  Topics this month include 

Something Fishy, Kids Loco-Motion, All About 

Water, What’s Outside, and  

 

National Trails Day Hike 

 

Are you ready for your next adventure? Do you 

need a break from the hustle and bustle?  

MetroParks of Butler County is participating in the 

American Hiking Society’s National Trails Day by 

celebrating the grand opening of a new section of 

the Great Miami River Trail at Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark on Saturday June 2nd.   Activities will 

include trail yoga, a guided hike, visits with birds of 

prey, crafts and more! A ribbon cutting ceremony 

will commence at 10:00am to officially open this 

part of the trail to public.  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=oHYt4blK&id=0419A417BC706A90B34B9F0569ADF451100BBCB4&thid=OIP.oHYt4blKldX12FCOq9FsRQHaFj&mediaurl=http://www.woodswanderer.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/lush-forest2.jpg&exph=1944&expw=2592&q=hike+in+woods&simid=608016244484083203&selectedIndex=16


 The Voice of the Turtle, June, 2018 

 4 

Prairie Tour   

Come out Sunday June 3, 9:00AM-12:00PM and 

join MetroPark Volunteers on an educational hike at 

Salamander Run and learn about the history and 

plan species of the prairies. This event is weather 

dependent.  

Creeking in the Park 

   

Stop WATER-ever you are doing and Join 

MetroParks of Butler County and Butler Soil and 

Water Conservation District on Thursday’s 

10:00AM-12:00pm in June and July for an 

educational adventure. Learn about what lives in the 

creek and the fossils found in the area. All Ages are 

welcome.  Each week participants will be able to 

explore a different creek.   

Come dressed in clothes and close-toed shoes (No 

flip-flops) that can get wet and dirty.   

Orienteering-Map and Compass Navigation 

 

“Not all those who wander are lost.” J.R.R 

Tolkien 

Using a detailed map of Governor Bebb MetroPark 

on June 14th and venture into the wilderness and 

learn to find your way.  There will be beginner, 

intermediate, and advance navigation courses of 1-3 

miles-with free training and instructions for 

beginners. You can arrive any time between 

10:00AM-12:00PM.  Cost: $5 per person, $15.00 

Family max  

Mountain music Jam 

 

Join Warren and Judy Waldron in impromptu 

mountain music jam sessions at Indian Creek 

MetroPark Pioneer church Sunday June 24th, 2:00-

4:00PM. Bring a blanket or chair and listen to the 

music or bring your own instrument and join in.  

The last Sundays of June, July and August.  

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

calendar of Events  

June 2nd  10:00AM National Trails 

Day Hike  

Rentschler 

Forest 

3rd 10:00AM Prairie Tour  Salamander 

run 

14th 10:00AM-

12:00PM 
Orienteering 

Map and 

Compass 

navigation  

 Governor 

Bebb  

25th

-

26th 

9:00AM-

4:00PM 

 Barnyard 

Palooza Camp 

Chrisholm  

July  3rd  9:00AM-

4:00PM 

Paddling Camp Voice of 

America 

MetroParks 

14th 11:00AM-

3:00PM 

Cardboard 

Regatta 

Voice of 

America 

MetroParks 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqkvmYu6vbAhWg14MKHRGND2wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://renfrewinstitute.org/event/nose-to-nose-with-nature-summer-institute/2018-07-25/&psig=AOvVaw0TUrw68hDzIuNqp-0LfPsC&ust=1527701706616649
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=MucvCMB7&id=6AAA5A139F3C3C96C2BDFE54C432055567309562&thid=OIP.MucvCMB7Q5FDx2et3Mc0ggAAAA&mediaurl=http://events.mec.ca/sites/default/files/imagecache/banner_w_280_h_190/webform/Orienteering kid 1.jpg&exph=309&expw=280&q=orienteering++kid&simid=608053606328043239&selectedIndex=63
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=OrpcFvry&id=5130FAF580D0B43A975E001E3777E92174629C99&thid=OIP.OrpcFvry3TCoGGmJyJoV5gAAAA&mediaurl=http://reservations.yourmetroparks.net/programs/photos/18/IMAG0192_sm.jpg&exph=160&expw=200&q=indian+creek+butler+county+ohio&simid=608024224493342255&selectedIndex=31
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Be on the Lookout for these future events 

Card Board Regatta and Trail Yoga 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # 5599 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow 

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

 

Don’t Forget!! 
It’s that time of year again.  Annual dues need to be 

paid this month.  Individuals owe $10 per year, 

while family memberships are only $15 per year.  

Please complete the attached form and bring it with 

your dues to the Annual Meeting on April 11th at 

Chrisholm MetroPark.  (You have already made a 

reservation for the meeting, and sent your RSVP to 

Roger Koch, haven’t you?)  Remember, only dues 

paid members are eligible to vote in the election of 

new board members, and to attend Members Only 

activities.  Hope we see you there! 

Volunteers Needed 
The Board of Directors of Friends of MetroParks of 

Butler County presently has three vacancies.  We 

ask interested members to contact your editor, Bill 

Walker, at bug_jock@yahoo.com .to volunteer to 

bring new blood and ideas to the board.  If you are 

interested, please let us know.  Interested parties are 

welcome to visit a board meeting to learn more. 

Hump Day Concert 1, 

The Belairs 

 

 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:bug_jock@yahoo.com
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Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony at Rentschler Forest 

MetroPark, Great Miami River Trail Expansion 

 

 

 

 

 

Hump Day Concert 2, 

Jamison Road 
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Chuck Holliday Memorial Fund 

Several members have asked about making 

contributions in Chuck’s name.  Checks should be 

made out to “Friends of MetroParks of Butler 

County”, with a memo line “Chuck Holliday 

Memorial”.  Suggestions of suitable memorials 

should be sent to your editor at 

bug_jock@yahoo.com. 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


