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Wilkes County Schools Graduation Project   

  

  
  

  

Hello Students, 

Welcome to the Graduation Project Handbook.  The following pages will assist you, your parents, 

teachers and others during your experience with the Graduation Project.  Everyone involved will play a 

major role in making this project a memorable experience for you.  While you will demonstrate many of 

the high level skills needed to be successful in today’s global community, I am also excited about the 

many ways that you will give back to our community while completing the project.  Throughout the history 

of this project, numerous individuals, groups and community organizations have benefitted from the 

products developed by our seniors.  I challenge you to find a project that can have a lasting impact on 

the community around you. 

I look forward to hearing of the completion of your project.  I believe you will continue to “raise the bar” 

for the impact that this project can have on both you personally and for your community.  Your 

culminating project will demonstrate many of the skills needed to be successful in our current society.  

Your ability to conduct research, blend creativity with scientific reasoning and lead a collaborative effort 

to accomplish your goals are skills that you will need to be successful well beyond high school.  You will 

also demonstrate your excellence in Literacy through your reading, research, reasoning and writing.  

Your ability to collaborate, listen, reflect and present will help you to grow as a presenter and will lead 

to continued success down the road. 

I wish you nothing but the best as you move forward with your project.  I encourage you to do your very 

best and commit the time and thought needed to make this project successful.  Be proactive and don’t 

get behind, as numerous graduates will tell you this was their greatest cause of stress, and one that 

could have been avoided.  Use this project as a way to not only learn about the resources in the area, 

but to learn more about your community while doing so.  You may come up with an idea or process 

which could benefit your community or all of Wilkes County for years to come. 

In conclusion, I look forward to what you will share with us as you complete your Graduation Project.  

Seniors in Wilkes County have been very successful in completing the Graduation Project and I expect 

that you will continue that long line of success!   

Your success with this project will make all of Wilkes County Schools very proud! 

Thank you, 

D. Mark Byrd, Ed. S 

Superintendent, Wilkes County Schools 
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Wilkes County Schools Graduation Project Overview  

 
  

  
The Graduation Project was adopted as a requirement for graduation by the Wilkes County Board of 

Education on June 8, 2009 (WCS Policy Code:  3460). It is a cross-curricular culmination of knowledge 

and skills acquired by students throughout their years of education. The topic of the Graduation Project 

depends on the student. Each student will design his or her own project based on an area of interest. 

Once a topic is chosen and a proposal has been submitted to and accepted by the school’s Graduation 

Project Advisory Committee, the student is free to begin planning his or her project. The Graduation 

Project has four components. These are often referred to as the four Ps:  

  

  
Paper – This is a research paper that is generally completed during the student’s English IV class 

(senior year). The length of the paper will be determined by a word count of at least 1,850 

words. The exact requirement may vary depending on whether the student is enrolled in 

English IV Honors or Standard English IV.  

  

  
Product – This is a product/project completed in the student’s chosen topic area. Through 

completion of this product, the student must show a “stretch of learning” and demonstration 

of global readiness via 21st Century Skills. Simple demonstration of knowledge already 

possessed will not fulfill the requirement. Something new must be learned. The product may 

be “tangible or intangible” and will vary greatly from one student to the next depending on 

each student’s topic area. Students are encouraged to be creative and innovative. The product 

must reflect at least fifteen hours of actual student work, and each student will be responsible 

for acquiring an outside mentor (in the chosen field) for guidance as the product is completed.  

  

  
Portfolio – The portfolio will be completed by the student as work progresses on his or her product. 

The portfolio is designed to document the student’s work through reflective writing pieces, 

work logs, photographs, etc. The student’s faculty advisor and mentor will help the student fill 

out the required forms and decide if any additional documentation should be included.  

  

  
Presentation – Upon completion of the other three components (near the end of the semester in 

which the student takes English IV), each student will create an oral presentation to showcase 

his or her project. It will be presented to a panel of judges consisting of: teachers, parents, 

community members, business leaders, etc. In addition to the student’s speech, the 

presentation should include visual aids, the product or evidence of the product, and a 

component using technology.  

  

  
Students must pass all four components to complete the Graduation Project requirement.  

  



 

 

WCS Graduation Project—Roles and Responsibilities   

 
  

This outline provides a general description of the individuals and groups who will take part in the WCS 

Graduation Project. 

 
Advisory Committee 
The Graduation Project Advisory Committee advises the Graduation Project Coordinator, establishes 

timelines, approves Topics and Products, monitors Project implementation, identifies barriers to successful 

implementation, and proposes solutions. The committee will also respond to a student's request to change 

topics or request for an extension or a re-evaluation of a Project component. Specific guidelines are in place 

that address Advisory Committee Hearings.  The Graduation Project Advisory Committee includes 

administrators, faculty members, media specialists, and the Graduation Project Coordinator.  

 
Wilkes County Schools 
The Wilkes County School District is responsible for implementing the Graduation Project in a fair and 

equitable manner. Individuals at the district level monitor schools for consistency, determine local policy, 

coordinate professional development, support high schools in the district, and generate publicity.  

 
Department of Public Instruction 
The NC Department of Public Instruction website is a resource for material and information related to the 

implementation of the NC Graduation Project. The Department has made a wide variety of resources 

available to students, parents, community members and educators.  

 
English Teachers 
English teachers provide instruction on writing Project proposals, writing the research Paper, and preparing a 

speech for the student's oral Presentation. They will also evaluate the research Paper according to the WCS 

Graduation Project.  

 
Faculty Advisors 
Faculty Advisors work with and encourage students throughout the Graduation Project process. If a 

student does not select a Faculty Advisor, one will be assigned by the Graduation Project Coordinator. 

Faculty Advisors: 

 
· Check the student's thesis statement and proposal. 

· Meet with the student on a regular basis. 

· Track the student's overall progress. 

· Read and comment on all written work. 

· Check that the student has a Mentor. 

· Check that the student has submitted all the forms and components. 

· Coach/Encourage the student on writing the Paper and submitting the Product. 

 · Help the student rehearse for the oral Presentation. 

· Evaluate the Portfolio component of the Project according to the Rubric. 

  



 

 

WCS Graduation Project—Roles and  

Responsibilities….Continued   
  

  
  

Graduation Project Coordinator  
The school Graduation Project Coordinator acquires information about the WCS Graduation Project, 

disseminates information about the Project to stakeholders, keeps a calendar of events, monitors the 

program, consults with district and school administrators, serves as a liaison between the school and the 

community, conducts meetings with students and teachers, provides training for Mentors, recruits and trains 

Review Panel members, coordinates judging for Products and Presentations, and works with the Faculty 

Advisors to monitor student progress.  
 

Media and Technology Specialists  
The Media Specialist and Technology Specialist will play an integral part in the Graduation Project. The 

Media Specialist will assist students as they locate and document sources, teach information retrieval skills, 

and teach students how to evaluate sources for authenticity and quality. The Technology Specialist will 

manage student's electronic Portfolios and serve as a technology resource for students as they complete the 

four components of the Project.  
 

Parents  
Parents should become familiar with the WCS Graduation Project requirements, help their student 

brainstorm Topic ideas, post key dates and timelines in the home, communicate with their student's Mentor, 

know who their student's Faculty Advisor is, read their student's research Paper and offer feedback, and 

listen to their student rehearse the oral Presentation and offer input.  
 

Principal  
The principal will set the tone and provide overall leadership for the WCS Graduation Project at his/her 

school.  
 

Mentors (Volunteer)  
Mentors are community volunteers who have expertise or experience with a student's WCS Graduation 

Project Topic. Mentors play a critical role in guiding students through the Product component of their Project. 

The role of the Mentor is to encourage, listen, give advice, advocate and share expertise. In addition, 

Mentors help the student define the exact Product, verify the completion of the Product, verify the student's 

Product log and confirm the number of hours the student worked on the Product. Mentors must be 

approved. The Mentor must be at least 25 years of age and may not be a member of the student's 

immediate household. 
 

Review/Grading Panel Member (Volunteer)  
Review Panel members are volunteers who evaluate the oral Presentation component of the WCS 

Graduation Project.  Review Panel members commit to attend the oral Presentation event, they listen to 

student oral Presentations, and ask clarifying questions at the end of the Presentations. They are consistent 

and fair in evaluating student Presentations, they evaluate the success or failure of the Presentation in 

accordance with the WCS rubric, they preview and examine the student's Portfolio to become familiar with 

the Project, and they provide feedback about the experience. Review Panel members will receive training.  
 

Students (Class of 2010 and beyond)  

Students will successfully complete all the components of the WCS Graduation Project, submit material by 

designated deadlines, seek advice when needed, maintain regular contact with their Faculty Advisor and 

Mentor, and complete and document a minimum of 15 hours of work on the Product component of their 

Project. Students also commit to follow the guidelines for Academic Integrity outlined by Wilkes County 

Schools. Violation of the policy will result in penalties that require students to re-do the Project and risk or 

delay graduation.   



 

 

Wilkes County Schools Graduation Project Guidelines   

  

  
  

Graduation Project general guidelines are as follows:  

  
• The graduation project includes:  

A research paper (completed during English IV)  
A product  
A portfolio with a reflective component 

 A presentation  

• The Graduation Project idea must be student generated.  

• The Graduation Project must be of sufficient depth to reflect extensive study and research.  

• The Graduation Project must demonstrate global readiness including 21st Century Skills.  

• The proposed Graduation Project must be approved by the academic advisor/committee 

and the student’s parents/guardian.  

• The product must show evidence of knowledge gained in completion of the research.  

• The Graduation Project should not require large sums of money. Money will not enhance 

the evaluation of the Graduation Project.  

Research Paper guidelines are as follows:  
• The paper topic should explore related subjects to their project.  

• The paper must have a topic outline.  

• The paper should include a minimum of five sources. For example – interviews, print 

sources, and internet.  

• The paper should include a visual element (graph, chart, diagram, picture, etc.) with source 

documentation.  

• The paper should be a minimum of 1,850 words; typed; double spaced; Times New Roman, 

12-point font; one-inch margins.  

• Documentation must be MLA format; minimum of twelve (12) parenthetical references.  

• The paper must include a completed works cited page.  

• Plagiarism may result in automatic failure.  

Product guidelines are as follows:  
• The product must be related to the research paper.  

• The product must take a minimum of fifteen (15) hours.  

• The student is expected to spend a minimum of seven (7) contact hours with the mentor.  

• The Student Log completed by the student must reflect a minimum of seven (7) mentor 

contact hours during project completion and be signed by the mentor  

• A photographic record of product progress should include 10 -12 pictures, with at least one 

picture of both the mentor and student.  

• The mentor should be over 25-years old and not immediate family.  



 

 

 Guidelines Continued… 

• Mentor verifications must be put in portfolio.  

• Each student must complete the Student Log. The number of logs will be determined by 

the advisor based on the scope of the project.  
• GP Mentor Confirmation Form must be completed.  

Presentation guidelines are as follows:  

• The student should wait for a signal from the facilitator before beginning.  

• The facilitator will introduce the panel to the student.  

• The student should remember that this is a formal presentation. Dress appropriately. 

Consult a teacher, academic advisor, mentor, or presentation rubric to ensure appropriate 

selection of attire.  

• Speeches must meet the 6 to 10 minute time limit.  

• Students must complete an acceptable dress rehearsal prior to the panel presentation with 

academic advisor.  

• Speeches are judged on content and delivery.  

• Students are required to use a technological component: audio and/or visual aids.  

• A completed portfolio is required to share with the panel.  

*Presentations for Wilkes Early College High School students may vary from those stated above. 

Note: Questions should address a clarification or extension of the topic. Panelists should be trained as 

to what constitutes appropriate questions.  

Portfolio Content must include:  
• Title Page (student generated)  
• Table of Contents (student generated)  
• Current student resume (student generated)  
• GP Contract Form GP-1  
• Proposal Letter (student generated)  
• GP Proposal/Approval Form GP-2  
• GP Mentor Confirmation Form GP-3  
• GP Student Log GP-4  
• Photographs or other audio-visual media that document the student’s work over the span 

of the project (student generated)  
• Other items beyond those required that the student believes important to illustrate his/her 

progress (student generated)  
• Research paper (student generated)  
• GP Mentor Reflection GP-5  
• GP Student Self-Evaluation (student generated, based on GP-6)  
• Written acknowledgment to those who helped in the student’s learning/copies of thank you 

notes sent (student generated)  
• GP Portfolio Checklist GP-7  

 



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  Graduation Project  
  

GP-1  
  

Graduation Project Contract Form  

  

 

Description:  The Graduation Project is a culminating project. 

Student  
Requirements: The graduation project includes:  

• A research paper  

• A product  

• A portfolio with a reflective component  

• A presentation  

Student  
Responsibilities: The student:  

• Will develop a written proposal to be approved by the GP committee prior to beginning the project.  

• Will select and research a topic of interest, develop a research paper, and complete a product which is 

reflective of the research project topic.  

• Will write, speak, solve problems, and use real life skills, such as time management and organization.  

• Will work with the academic advisor and mentor in collaboration with other community partners, 

business representatives, and other school-based personnel in the development of the graduation 

project.  

• Will keep a log of events and meetings, record hours involved, and write a research paper.  

• Will turn in a completed research paper, product, reflective portfolio, and other evidence at the time 

designated by the GP committee.  

• Will present the completed graduation project before a review panel composed of teachers, 

community partners, business representatives, or other school personnel. 

• Will be responsible for any expenses.  
  

  

  

I,  , have read and understand the above requirements involving the Graduation  
Project. I agree to abide by the requirements.  I will conduct myself with utmost professionalism in working with school and 

community leaders.  I understand if at any time before, during, or after the project, it is found that I have falsified 

information, I will be subject to redo the project. I understand that once the Graduation Project is started, it must be 

completed within the designated timeframe.  I understand that it is necessary for me to work with my mentor outside of the 

regular school hours. I realize that my success will depend on my ability to work between school and community resources.   I 

understand any part of the Graduation Project components (paper, product, portfolio, and presentation) not completed will 

result in my not meeting the Wilkes County Schools requirements for graduation. Each component of this Graduation 

Project depends on the other three components; therefore, I understand in order to complete the Graduation Project 

requirement, I must successfully complete all components.  

  

Student Signature:  ______________________________________________ Date____________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature:  _______________________________________________ Date____________________________________ 
  



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  Graduation Project  
  

GP-2  
  

  

  

Graduation Project Proposal/Approval  
  

  

  
Student Name:      
  

The Graduation Project Proposal must be submitted and approved by the student’s faculty advisor, a parent/ 

guardian, and an Advisory Committee Member. This proposal must be submitted in letter form and address   

each of the following questions (Please attach the letter to the back of this form.):  
• Describe the topic/area which will serve as the basis for your project?  

• Why are you interested in this topic?  

• Have you had any previous experience(s) related to this topic? If so, what were they?  

• What kind of product do you propose to present with your research and/or how will you complete your required 

hours?  

• How will your project demonstrate global readiness including 21st Century Skills (e.g. entrepreneurship self-

enrichment, job shadowing/career explorations, volunteerism, physical product, etc.)?  

 I have discussed with my parent/guardian the responsibilities associated with the Graduation Project. My 

parents/guardians are aware that this will require work outside the school setting. They are also aware that I 

will be working on four distinct components for the Graduation Project: a research paper, a product, a 

portfolio, and a presentation. By signing below, my parent/guardian approves of my Graduation Project 

Proposal which is attached to this form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Approval Status: 
    Approved                                                           Approved under the below listed conditions           Not approved 

___________________________________                    ________________ 
Advisory Committee Member Signature                            Date 
Committee Comments/Conditions: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

_____________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date 

 

___________________________________ 

Student Signature and Date 

 

_____________________________________ 

Faculty Advisor Signature and Date  

 

 

English III Teacher Initials____________ 

 

Graduation Project Advisory Committee Use Only 



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  Graduation Project  
  

GP-3  
 

Student Information:  

Student ____________________________________ Faculty Advisor ______________________________________ 

Project Topic/Title ________________________________________________________________________________  

  

Mentor Information and Confirmation:  

Mentor     Mentor Job Title      

Mentor Employer      

Phone Number (Work)  (Home)      

Address      

Years of Experience in Project Area      

I have been personally enlisted to serve as a Graduation Project mentor by the student and parent listed on this sheet.  I 

agree to oversee the above student’s progress during this Graduation Project; and, I will take all due care and precau- tion 

to prevent any harm from occurring to this student while under my supervision. I verify that I am 25 years or older and not 

an immediate family member to this student.  

 

Signature of Mentor  Date  

 

Parent Confirmation:  

As the parent or legal guardian of , I am aware that my child is  
working on a Graduation Project as required by the Wilkes County Schools for high school graduation. As 

part of the Graduation Project, my child will complete a portion of the project/product under the direction    

of a mentor knowledgeable in the project area. I agree to allow the enlisted mentor named above to 

supervise and direct my child’s progress during the required hours of work on the project. I understand this 

mentor is in no way affiliated with the Department of Public Instruction or Wilkes County Schools, and the 

selection of both the project and mentor is entirely mine and my student’s; therefore, I agree that I will not 

hold the school, school district, or its employees responsible for any financial obligations, damages, injuries, 

or accidents incurred while my child participates in the completion of his/her project.  

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian  Date  Signature of Student  Date  

 

Signature of Faculty Advisor  Date 
 



 

 

 

WCS Graduation Project Student Log GP-4  STUDENT NAME:  

DATE  ACCOMPLISHMENTS/REFLECTIONS  TIME 
BEGAN  

TIME 
ENDED  TOTAL TIME 

Thoughts/ 
reflections at 
this point: ----> 

        

  

   

Thoughts/ 
reflections at 
this point: ----> 

        

  

   

Thoughts/ 
reflections at 
this point: ----> 

        

  
    

Thoughts/ 
reflections at 
this point: ---->  

     

 

Thoughts/ 
reflections at 
this point: ----> 

        

  
   

Accumulated time on this log:  
 

Multiple logs may be needed. See your Faculty Advisor OR visit your high school's website.  
Required Signatures 
Mentor:    Faculty Advisor:  



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  Graduation Project  

  

GP-5  

  

  
Graduation Project Mentor Reflection  

  

  
Student  Project   

   

Please confirm this student’s work on his/her Graduation Project. It is necessary for you to verify the efforts 

made by this student and that the work hours have occurred outside the student’s regular school day. Please 

answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible giving at least a 2-3 sentence response.  

  

1. Did this student spend at least seven (7) hours working on his/her project under your direction?  

    _Yes     No  

  

Comments:  

  

  

  

  

  

2. Does the student’s product reflect fifteen (15) hours of work?  

    _Yes     No  

Comments:  

  

  

  

  

  

3. What kind of obstacles did this student experience, and how were the problems resolved?  

  

  

  

  

  

4. What accomplishments and/or growth have you seen this student achieve during the course of the 

project?  

  

  

  

  

  

   
Mentor Signature  Phone Number  Date  

 

 



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  Graduation Project  

  

GP-6  

  

  
Graduation Project  

Student Self-Evaluation  

  

  

  
Reflecting upon your research paper, product and portfolio, please address the following questions with a 

minimum of one well-written paragraph per question. Include the narrative in your portfolio.  

  

  

1. Including the dates you began and completed, give a brief overview of your project hours (beginning with 

the first hour actually spent working on your project). Describe progress achieved at various stages of 

your Graduation Project.  

   
2. Describe the resources you used to complete your project (people, community agencies, businesses,  

books, journals, and/or Internet) and how they were helpful.  

   
3. How did you manage your time and school/work schedule in order to successfully complete your project?  

   
4. What challenges and/or risks did you face in completing this project? Discuss intellectual, emotional,  

and/or physical challenges.  

   
5. Discuss at least three concepts learned as you progressed through your Graduation Project.  

   

6. How does your project demonstrate global readiness? Discuss your use of 21st Century Skills as you    

completed the project.  

 
7. What did you learn about yourself? What are the most important benefits learned from completing the 

Graduation Project? What personal satisfaction did you gain?  

   
8. What were your ideas of your project topic when you began your Graduation Project study? Did these  

ideas change (and how) through the process of the Graduation Project?  

   
9. What would you do differently in terms of organizing your time, materials, and resources if you began the  

project now?  

   
10. What grade should you receive for your Graduation Project? Why should you receive this grade?  

  

 



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  Graduation Project  

  

GP-7  

   

Graduation Project Portfolio Checklist 

  

Student      Faculty Advisor      

  

  

Advisor  
 Initials  

Student  
 Initials  

  
 Items to Place in Portfolio  

    Title Page (student generated)  

    Table of Contents (student generated)  

    Student Resume (student generated)  

    GP Contract Form GP-1  

    Proposal Letter (student generated)  

    GP Proposal/Approval Form GP-2  

    GP Mentor Confirmation Form GP-3  

    GP Student Log GP-4  

    Photographs or other audio-visual media (student generated)  

    Other Appropriate Items  

    Research Paper (student generated)  

    GP Mentor Reflection GP-5  

    GP Student Self-Evaluation (student generated, based on GP-6)  

    Copies of Thank You Notes (student generated)  

    GP Portfolio Checklist GP-7  



 

 

Wilkes County Schools  
 

Guidelines for Completing the Graduation Project Proposal Letter 

  

  
Follow these guidelines in completing your proposal letter. It should end up looking very similar to what you see below. 

Also, please type your letter (Times New Roman 12 pt. font) and follow the format of the instructions below.  

  

1” margins all around the page 

[Date of letter completion] 

 

Graduation Project Advisory Committee 

[Name of high school] 

[High school address] 

 

Dear Advisory Committee Members: 

[Paragraph1:  Give an introduction to the topic of your project.  Explain the reason for your 

choice and the prior knowledge you have of the area before you actually begin the research.] 

 

[Paragraph 2:  Describe the product you intend to create of the service you plan to perform.  

Make sure you explain your stretch of learning in completing this product, and explain how 

your product will reflect at least 15 hours of work.] 

 

[Paragraph 3:  Explain how this project will demonstrate your global readiness and include 21st 

Century Skills (e.g. entrepreneurship, self-enrichment, job shadowing/career explorations, 

volunteerism, physical product, etc).  How will the project and the skills you acquire benefit you 

personally?] 

 

 

Sincerely, 

[Actually sign your letter here] 

[Type your name exactly as you sign it] 

The letter shouldn’t be 

much longer than what 

you see here.  Try to 

keep it within one 

page. 



 

 

Slide 1 

Name of Project
Student Name

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 2 
Why I Chose  _________

• Brief reason for choosing topic.  Explain why it interests you.

(topic)

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 3 
Research Paper Topic

• List the main points covered in your paper.

• Briefly discuss your best sources of information.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



 

 

Slide 4 
My Mentor

• Mentor’s name and occupation.

• How you found your mentor.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 5 
Project Hours

• This section may contain several slides.  It all depends on how many 
pictures you have and/or how many slides it will take to sum up your 
15 hours.  Explain the process of completing your hours from start to 
finish.  Include all of the major steps you had to complete.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 6 
Project Hours

• Continue explanation of hours.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



 

 

Slide 7 
Project Hours

• Continue explanation of project hours.

• Finish explanation.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 8 
Finished Product
(or could be titled…Accomplishing My Goal)
• Add a photo or explanation of the outcome (result) of your hours.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 9 
Money and/or Time Invested

• If your project cost money, include this slide to explain how much and 
how you were able to fund the project.

• And/or if your project took more than the required 15 hours, discuss 
that here.

• (Note:  adjust the title of this slide according to what content you 
include.)

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



 

 

Slide 10 
Lessons Learned

• Briefly discuss what personal lessons you learned from the entire 
experience.  For example, some students use the experience to help 
them decide upon a career.  Some learn about time management and 
that procrastination can cause problems in a project such as this.  Be 
honest about what you learned.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 11 
Thank you to…

• Thank you to my faculty advisor, __________________.

• Thank you to my mentor, ________________________.

• Thank you judges for being here to view my presentation.

• Add anyone else who helped you along the way.

(name)

(name)

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 12 
Questions?

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

 

  



 

 

Graduation Project Product and     Student Name:      

Portfolio Evaluation Form    

Exemplary: Student has exceeded expectation  

Satisfactory: Student has worked diligently to do strong work  

Developing: Student has more work to do to present satisfactory work  

Resubmission necessary: Student has considerable work to do to complete the project 

  

I. Portfolio  

  

Exemplary  

  

Satisfactory  

  

Developing  
Resubmission 

Necessary 

Student portfolio is organized.          

Student portfolio is aesthetically appealing.          

Student has met all requirements for the portfolio.          

Reflection shows how the student anticipated challenges and dealt with 

changes.  
        

Technology has been applied appropriately and effectively.          

Growth can be seen in the student by viewing the portfolio.          

  

II. Product  

  

Exemplary  

  

Satisfactory  

  

Developing  
Resubmission 

Necessary 
Product is expected to take at a minimum 15 hours (Exemplary would be 

reserved for students who exceeded 15 hours.)  
        

Product shows student managed time.          

Product was a challenge.          

The product is logically linked to the research paper.          

Student demonstrates critical analysis, creative thinking, decision making, 

reasoning and/or problem solving.  
        

Student has displayed creative results using talents, abilities, and varied 

resources.  
        

Product displays use of detail, self-directed actions, and technical skills.          

Connection is made to real world situations.          

Demonstrates ethical standards in product development.          

Total marks for each column          

Faculty Reviewer Signature  Date   Faculty Reviewer Signature  Date  

Recommendation:  

Pass        Revision Needed     Fail  

 Recommendation:  

Pass         Revision Needed       Fail  
Faculty Reviewer signature once required revisions are 
complete:  

 Revision Complete  

 Faculty Reviewer signature once required revisions are  
complete:  

 Revision Complete  
Comments:   Comments:  

     

     

     

     



 

 

WCS Graduation Project  Student Name     

  

Presentation Evaluation Form  
Scale:  

Exemplary: Student has exceeded expectations  

Satisfactory: Student has worked diligently to do strong work  

Developing/Emerging: Student has more work to do to present satisfactory work 

Resubmission Necessary: Student has considerable work to do  
Content Exemplary Satisfactory Developing/  

Emerging  
Resubmission  

Necessary  
Introduction - Student gives his/her name and introduces the project          

Student explains research process - how/why he/she chose a topic, 

found information, wrote the paper, etc.  
        

Student should explain any obstacles or successes he/she  
encountered  

        

Student explains his/her product and how it related to the research          

Student explains how he/she chose a mentor          

Student makes evident what he/she learned          

Section I Comments (Optional):      

II. Visual Aids  Exemplary  Satisfactory  Developing/  
Emerging  

Resubmission  
Necessary  

Student has one or more visual aids that are attractive and easy to read 
– visual should also be free from spelling/grammar errors (Power Point 
presentation, etc.)  

        

Visual(s) must clearly connect to the presentation and product topic          

Section II Comments (Optional):      

III. Delivery  Exemplary  Satisfactory  Developing/  
Emerging  

Resubmission  
Necessary  

Student speaks clearly and communicates clearly using standard 

English – volume, rate, expression, enunciation, pronunciation  
        

Nonverbal – maintains eye contact, posture and gestures are 

appropriate and do not distract  
        

Preparedness – materials ready, evidence of planning and rehearsal          

Appearance – students should be dressed appropriately; no chewing 

gum.  
        

Questions from judges – student demonstrates poise and knowledge 

in answering questions about the topic  
        

Overall Presentation – student’s overall fluency in the presentation          

Section III Comments (Optional):  

  



 

 

IV. Length of Presentation (Facilitator use only)  Exemplary Satisfactory Developing/  
Emerging  

Resubmission  
Necessary  

Presentation should be between 6 and 10 minutes long.  

  

8-10 minutes = Exemplary 6-8 minutes 

6-9 minutes = Satisfactory  

5 minutes or less = Developing/Emerging  

Less than 4 minutes = Resubmission Necessary  

        

Total Marks for Each Column  
        

Overall Comments:      

  

* Make sure that you mark a column for each item.  

  



 

 

Wilkes County Schools’ Graduation Project Coordinators  

  

  

  
District Office—Donna Cotton, Director of Testing and Accountability  

cottond@wilkes.k12.nc.us  

  

  
East Wilkes High School—Dr. Jodi Weatherman  

weathermanj@wilkes.k12.nc.us   

  

  
North Wilkes High School—Jennifer Sorel 

sorelj@wilkes.k12.nc.us  

  

  
West Wilkes High School—Rebecah Williams 

williamsre@wilkes.k12.nc.us@wilkes.k12.nc.us  

  

  
Wilkes Central High School—Dana Shepherd 

shepherdd@wilkes.k12.nc.us@wilkes.k12.nc.us  

  

  
Wilkes Early College High School—Kaylene Burcham  

burchamk@wilkes.k12.nc.us  


