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Portaging Ellsworth Kolb’s boat the “Defiance” ciuringa triP Ellsworth and his younger brother Emery made in the winter of 1911-1912.

Away to the West are lines of cliffs and ledges of rock—not such
|edges as you may have seen where the quarryman splits his blocks,
but |eclges from which the gocls might quarry mountains ... and not
such cliffs ... where the swallow builds his nest, but cliffs where the
soaring eagle is lost to view ere he reaches the summit .

J. W. Powell
1869
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THE GRAND CANYON

As an out-of-

this-world adventure,
running the Colorado River
througl’] Grand Canyon ranks
' with a safari to the Se:rengeti
¥ Plain or a trek through the
. Himalagas. The exPerience is
" oneofakind. In eig‘ﬁt memorable
dags, you cover some 280 river miles,
negotiating nearly 200 exciting, rapids, but
with samcety and in first-class comfort. It was
different for Major John Wesleg Powell who,
with a small band of fellow exPlorers, took a
month in 1869 to blaze the watery trail we now
cover in a fraction of the time. Like most river
runners who have since followed him) Powell
was awed bg the river and the Canyon: “With
some eagerness and trePidation we enter the

rapids below.”

Grancl Cangon ogers the most

spectacular geological extravaganza on earth.
This grandest canyon of them a”, stretching
280 miles in length, measures from 4 to 18
miles in width and averages a mile in deptl’l.
Erosion relentlesslg attacks its Primeval floor
and age—old walls, carving bizarre land forms.
A veritable rainbow of hues is clisplagecj, from
the Canyon’s two-billion 9ear-o|d base of
black Vishnu schist to the &azzling white
Kaibab Limestone at its rim, with every color
in nature's easel in between. Though this is a
desert setting, Plants and wildlife abound.
Cactus and wildflowers dot the river's shores.
Cool glens where waterfalls tumble to the
river can be lush with ferns. Bighom sheep,
mule deer, coyotes, and ringtail cats may be
seen along the banks and in tributarg
canyons, while overhead soar many SPecies
of birds, including hawks, golden eagles,

Falcons, great blue herons, and egrets.
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To many, the most thri”ing event on a Grand Canyon voyage is ricling the
raPic]s. The exhilaration you feel as your raft Plungcs t]ﬁrough the waves
cannot be describe&, it must be felt. Onlg after Passing through such raPids
as Hance, Sockc{olager, Hermit, Crgstal, and Lava Falls can one appreciate
the achievements of the earlg river exPlorers.

But no less thri”ing are the many oppor’cunities to exPlore the other wonders
of the Canyon—to Plag in the Pools and waterfalls of the warm tribu’carg
streams; to walk the winc]ing, end|ess[9 varied side canyons; to sit

in the shade of atamarisk tree and watch theriverswirl Past.

Life on the river is Pleasant. Eight days of exciting rapids)
cxl:)loration, and sleeping under the stars will seem to pass much too quicklg!
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Ecologg

Our Ecologg ExPcclition offers
an oPPortunit to travel with an
expert in the field of natural
science. We will devote Plcnt
of time to discover and watcE
the dwellers of the Cangon,
with an cmphasis on discussing
" the rclationships among the
I - “diverse Plant and animal life
p o1 v ';n'cguntcrcd along the

(L~ Canyon's corridor.
™ -

SPECIAL
INTEREST
EXPEDITIONS

Most Peop[e sign up for our standard
eighbdaq exPeditions. However, we
do oﬁer\special trips for those with
Par’cicu[ar interests in historg,
geologg_, P]’]otography, ecofogg) and
archeolo y. On these expeditions,
which Fol%w the same course as our
regular eight«i y trips, passengers
are accom aniec\f by experts who
share their sPecial anowleclgc of the
Cangor\.

Archeologg

Ancestral Native Americans were the
first Pcople to discover and exPlore
the Grand Canqon. The Cangon was
not just backgr:ouncl scenemjmcor
hurian events but an active - )
Participant that shaped the lives of its
dwellers. Listen as our guest
archeologist tells the story of these
earlg Peopl_e who ventureéf into this
graﬁclest of Cangons and left behind,
along with _Petroglyphs and ruins,
spiit—twig ngrines that date from
5,000 to 4,500 years ago.




Glen and Bessie ch{e, the ill-fated “Honeymoon CouP|e" in mid-November 1928.
Theg were last seen at Hermit Creek, just arew da\gs after this Photo was taken.

Histo ry

A river historian will join us on this sPecial triP to
share many memora le stories and PinPoint the
dramatic events experienced bg the earlg river
runners. Our historian will keeP you entranced
as you learn of the challenges encountered b
Major Powe”} George F‘Iave%, Julius Stone, and
the Kolb brothers on their expeditions. Of
course the triP would not be comPle’ce without
the intri uing story of the honegmoon couple,
Glen an§ Bessie chle, and the mystery that
surrounds them.
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Memorial Brown !nscriPtion. Mile 12, carved by survey crew member Peter
Hansbrough. Five datjs later he also drowned. Point Hansbrouglﬁ, Mile 44 is named
for him. )

Photographg

For Photographers there can be few subjects
more beautiful or cfwa”enging than the Grand
Can{fgon. The wildlife, bizarre rock formations,
Fro use wilchqowers, and constantlg changing
ight conditions offer Photographers unique
oPPortunities to sharPen their skills. Our guest
instructor shares the excitement of ca turing
that Prized shot—a heclgehog cactus in bloom,
a blue heron in Hight) the evening glow of a
sunset on the Cangon walls. Whet%er iz‘ou are a

novice or an accomplished Photograp er, you
will have the time you need to compose the shot
of your desire in the most beautiful studio on
earth.

Geologg

The Grand Cangon of the Colorado is a
eological showcase unpara”eled anywhere in
ﬁ\e world. Accompanging us on this sPecial triP

will be a noted geolo ist who will focus on the
geological historg ofgthe Canyon, the events
that shaped and
scul tecﬁt. As
we cﬁhct
downriver from
our starting Point
at Lees I:errg, we
begin our steP~
by-stepjoumeg
into our Planet's
past, covering
two billion years
of Earth's
history.




Raft is constructed of a Professional, experienced

64-ounce, class 7, boatmen will guide you
neoprene-coated nylon. through the Canyon.

The S-Rig is made up Several of our pilots have
of 20 separate more than 10 years of
compartments and is boating experience on the
self-bailing. Colorado River. You'll find

them to be not only
competent guides, but
good hosts as well.

Aluminum food boxes

store canned and
Quiet, low emission packaged foods.
four-stroke engines
are carried on each
boat.

Welded qluminum

frames give the
boat skﬂ)iliry and

integrity.

A Grand Canyon reference
library is always aboard.

Insulated ice chests
stored below deck
hold severadl

hundred pounds of
ice, keeping meats

Filtered drinking

and vegetables watetr Isﬂ :
fresh through the constantly a
hand.

frip- Two side-tubes provide

stability and improve
handling.




OUR RAFTS

Our §7~Foot S-Rig, clevelopecl by Grand
Canyon Expcditions, has proved to be the most
successful raft used on the Colorado River. Its
simplicitg and design make this craft ideal for
Grand Canyon river running, Thanks to the
boat's abilitg to transport all suPPIies needed
for eight dags or more of travel, guests can
traverse the Canyon in first-class comfort.
Although the sagity and mancuverability

engineerecl into the S—Rig have minimized the
We carry a maximum of 14 passengers per . effort rec]uired to boat through the Cangon,
boat, even though the raft has a rated capacity o )

of more than 17. thcg have not at all dlmlmshed the thr;”s of

e whitewater river rurming. The most formidable

rapids of the Colorado, which Major Powell and
otEer early exP[orers were forced to Portage

around, are now among

_ the most eagerlg
o anticipa’ced highlights
of our expeditions. This
craft has also made Possiblc the
exPloration of the great rivers of
the world} inclucling the
wa Zaire, Columbia, Amazon,
Niagara, Yukon,
McKenzie, Frazier, and
1 most recen’clg the 1890
miles of the MississiPPi
d River to the Gulf.

Drag bags chill our
beverages for the trip.

Waterproof camera
boxes are accessible.

Below-deck storage creates a low
center of gravity, enhancing
stability. Guests can sit
comfortably on the deck,
uncrowded by storage boxes,
and enjoy unobstructed river
views regardless of seat.






7:00 a.m. We waken to the
aroma of fresh-brewed coffee.
Although the sun will not flood
our camp for some time, tops of
the canyon walls are alrea
aglow with sunlight. Somewhere
nearbg a canyon wren s singing
reveille. We Pack our sleeping
ba%E while el%gs, sausage, and

muttins cook.

9:00 a.m. We enter a series of
rE}Eids. A grcat blue heron takes
off down-river, wings pum ing,
Both bird and its surroun ings
seem Prehistoric.

10:00 a.m. We stop to explore a
narrow, !:)Cauthcuﬂg sculpte&
wash named Shinumo. In
shadow all but fleeting moments
each dag, its Polis]']edg silver
walls shed a light of their own.
To see the skg, you must tilt
your head back with great
effort.

11:00 a.m. South Canyon
intersects the river, signaling
that Vasey's Paradise isjus’c
ahead. A Paradise, indéed!
5unlig]1t seems to exPlode from
the fountains of water gushing
from the Cangon‘s wall. Lush
%:owths of moss and ferns in

this "Para&ise" seem strangelg

out of Place in such a desert
setting. We drift close to the
gushin water, gjvin everyone
aboarf a welcome s%owcr.
12:00 noon Our boats stop for
lunch in the shade of Redwall
Cavern. Inside this great cave
there's room enoug%n fora game

of softball!
2:00 p.m. As two golclen ea{—%les

soar lazilg overheadJ we dri
uie‘clg and our boatman tells us
the story of Bert LoPer's
historic river run in 1949. We feel
the heat, but soon a roller
coaster rapid refreshes us.

4:00 p.m. We sight moon lilies,

abloom at the mouth of Saddle

Canygon. A hike to explore

jadlfle is ’coPPed off with a cold
rink.

6:00 p.m. We make for
Nankoweap, site of ancient
Indian ruins and our camPsite
tonight.

8:00 p.m. After a dinner of
halibut filet, black beans & rice,
green salad, and cherrg
cobbler, we hike to the ruins
and view the river below.

9:00 p.m. We sit by the river
sharing stories, whﬁe the drowsg

find their sleePing bags,




DORY TRIPS

River trips t[’xrough Grand Cangon have been our specia|t9 for years. Folks
Jove our eig]’)bclag triP—we cut no corners.

So, when we decided to offer rowing triPs, we wanted to do it rigl’lt. The
!eisurely Pacccl triP t]wrough the canﬂon—tl']at went without saying, But what
sort of boat? Back in 1869, when Major John Wesleg Powell led the first
exPeclition throug]w Grand Cangon, he used wooden boats. Alt]'woug]'w tlweg
weren't the best design, theg workecl, and for seventy years those who
followed Powell's route tinkered with clesigns and techniqucs, reFining toa
science the art of rowing wood boats in whitewater.

In the 1960s, conservationist, writer, and boatman Martin Litton introduced
the clorg to Grand Canyon. He'd first rowed similar boats on the Mackenzie
River in Oregon and he thought tlneﬂ‘cl be Pencect in Grand Canyon. Theg
were. And are. Theg keep the grace and ]’leri’cage of the old wood boat, and
give the cxhilarating resPonsivc ride that onlg a rigi& boat can give. Yes, tl'wcH
demand full respect for the river, its currents and obstacles, but in turn you
feel each nuance of the riffles and get rocketed off the toP of some of the
greatest waves in the Cangon.

OUR CHOICE OF BOAT WAS OBVIOUS. THE DORY.

It turns out these clory triPs are incredible. From the moment we board
the boats at Lees F‘errg, we feel each boil and eccentricitg of the current.

We hear, too, the river’s voice, the sPiraIing call of the canyon wren, the
growing roar of the next raPid. And time is on our side—lots of it. Time to visit
many of the lesser-known side canyons. Time to have a second cup of coffee
in the morning,. Time to get the most incredible message many of us ever
hear—bi”ion-gear—olcl rocks in a mi”ions-omc—years-ol& canyon, letting us
know that the worries and urgencies of the so-called “real world” are... well...
magbe not such a big deal after all.

MAYBE THIS IS THE REAL WORLD.







; _ _ Felix'Kominsky, known as “Chef Koms,” with fellow crew members during the
- __-&: g oy N 1923 Birdseye Expedition. The trip, sponsored by the U.S. Geological Survey,
. e 1 : - = surveyed potential dam sites along the Colorado River.



A MOVADLE
FEAST

The design of our boats enables us to carry several
hundred Pounds of ice, which will last the entire triP.
Every meal is Prepared with fresh meats and
produce. Although eating is not the reason People
come to Grand Canyon, many of our guests
comment that our meals were a highlight of their tril:).
All food is Preparecﬂ bg our boatmen, who have
mastered the art of Dutch-oven cooking. We begin
each &ag with camp cogee) tea,juice) fruit, and a
variety of breakfast foods, aiming to sa’cis?y a wide
range of tastes and appetites. Lunches are your own
creation from a menu of delicatessen meats and
cheeses, Pickles, tomatoes, lettuce, onions, chi s,
and cookies. We Provicie generous c]uantities OFCOH
soft drinks, fruit uice, and filtered water, which are
Lroughout the dag. Dinners include

available to you t
a meat course served with a fresh vegetable, salad or
soup, and a dessert. We also do our best to
accomodate sPecial diets.

Our food is goocl —and Plcnthcull




Rivers have
Plaged an
imPortan’c role in
my life ever since
my first
exPe&ition down
the Colorado in
1959. This first
triP was for my
own erjogment,

but I soon found

Ron Smith, Founder ¢ = - ,
Grand Canyon £ \f/f mgsclmc shari ng
Expedifions \ i these ex[:)eclitions

with others. By 1964, Grand Canyon ExPeclitions had
evolved from my gou’c}ncul love for river running

During the ear]g years, much of my effort was
concentrated on the &cvc]opment of new boat clesigns
and river equiPment War~surPlus rafts were a
tremendous imProvemen’c over the boats used in the
Grand Canyon bg carlg—da river runners, but even
these craft had to be mocliged to meet the Cangon's
exacting requirements. It was a great cha”enge to design
a boat that would carry ice, fresh Fooc{, and other
suPPlies needed bg guests and the crew on a 280-mile
transit of the Grand Cangon.

With these imProvements in boat designs and
boating ’cec]ﬁniques came oPPor’cunities to cxplore rivers

Zaire (Congo) River

M:ississippi River Nahanni River

in other Parts of the world. In 1973, Grand Canyon
Expedi’tions organizc& the first successful run of the full
length of the Omo River in E’chiopia, encling the ’criP at
Richard Lcakeg's camp on Lake Turkana. Later we
teamed up with the National Geographic Society for
reconnaissance triPs of Pakistan's Indus River and the
Blue Nile in Etl‘wiopia. As our boat designs Proved
successful, their use spread to other ér@gn rivers. In
1974, boats of our clesign (S~Rig> were selected !:)9 the
British militarg for their Stanley~Livingston Centennial
Expecli’cion on the Congo River (now the Zaire) in
Africa. Jacques Cousteau also used the S-Rig to
explorc thcj»eaclwaters of the Amazon River in Brazil.

In Grand Canyon itself, we became involved in many
exciting Prcﬂccts, including the ouhci’cting of several
expcditions for the National Geograpl’mic Society and the
malcing of two films for television. In the production of an
IMAX motion Picture, “Grand Canyon-The Hidden
Secrets”, six of our 57—1Coot Pontoon rafts were used to
carry the film crew, cameras, and cast needed to
recreate Ma]jor John Wcsleg Powell's epic Grand Cangon
river voyage of 1869.

Tl—]rough the years, river running has gjven us the
opportunitg to explore many major waterwa;gs of the
world. Though we found these cxpeditions ascinating,
we have never yet discovered a river triP angwhere as
exciting or as un{:orge’ctable as the run down the
Colorado tlﬂrougl') the Grand Cangon.
Every cxPe&ition IS a new exl:)ericncc for
us—the Canyon and river are ever
changing, ever fresh.

We look forward to each trip as an
: o[:)[:)ortunitﬁ; to share with our guests the

enormous ePth and beauty of the
Grand Cangon} and as the ge inning of
new Frienclships. As you trave through
M the Canyon with us we hope that you will
; find—as we have, on every expe ition—
| that new values and new dimensions

. 4 have been added to your fife.

Michael Denoyer, President

Martin Mathis, Vice President

Ron Smith, Member, Board of Directors

Credits

Photography — Alan Gilberg, Cline Library/Emery Kolb Collection,
GCEX, C.C. Lockwood, and Northern Arizona University.
lllustrations - John D. Dawson

Editorial Services — Clement David Hellyer

Printing & Color Separations — Paragon Press

Copyright © 2000 by Grand Canyon Expeditions Co.






Grand Canyon Expeditions Company

- P.O. Box O, Kanab, Utah 84741

= (435) 644-2691 e Fax (435) 644-2699 ¢ Toll Free (800) 544-2691
http:/ /www.gcex.com

BT ST P = AUTHORIZED CONCESSIONAIRE OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

o Printed in the USA on recycled paper € with Ecotech vegetable based inks.



