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WILLIAM KANENGISER 
Guitar

Sunday, July 18, 2021 | 7pm
Herbst Theatre

SANTIAGO Sonata in D
DE MURCIA  Allegro
arr. William  Grave
Kanengiser  Allegro

FRANCISCO  ¡Marieta!
TÁRREGA Sueño
 Adelita
 Mazurka en Sol
 María

FRANK WALLACE  From “Sweet Ladyslipper”
  Cantiga
  Pavane for a Dying Prince
  Zar

GOLFAM KHAYAM  Lost Land (2021)*
 (World Concert Premiere)

DUŠAN Three African Sketches 
BOGDANOVIĆ  Allegro ritmico
  Misterioso
  Allegro ritmico

BRIAN HEAD From “Sketches for Friends”
  Lobster Tale
  Brookland Boogie

* Commissioned as part of the “Diaspora Project,” with the generous sup-
port of the Augustine Foundation.

William Kanengiser is represented by BesenArts LLC
7 Delaney Place, Tenafly, NJ 07670-1607 
BesenArts.com

William Kanengiser records for GSP 
kanengiser.com
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ARTIST PROFILE

San Francisco Performances has presented William Kanengiser 14 
times, beginning in 1986, as a member of the Los Angeles Guitar 
Quartet and earlier this weekend with the Alexander String Quartet.

William Kanengiser has forged a career that expands the pos-
sibilities of the classical guitar. A prize-winner in major compe-
titions (1987 Concert Artists Guild International Competition, 
Toronto Guitar ’81) he has toured throughout North America, 
Asia, and Europe with his innovative programs and expressive 
musicianship. He recorded four CDs for the GSP label, playing 
music as diverse as Caribbean, Eastern European, and jazz. A 
member of the guitar faculty at the USC Thornton School of 
Music since 1983, he has given master classes around the world 
and produced two instructional videos. Most recently, he per-
formed the U.S. premiere of Folk Concerto by Clarice Assad, with 
fellow Los Angeles Guitar Quartet member Scott Tennant, 
and the Albany Symphony conducted by David Allan Miller.

An active proponent of new music, he recently received a 
grant from the Augustine Foundation for his Diaspora Project, 
commissioning seven new works focusing on issues of migra-
tion and assimilation. It includes new pieces by Sergio Assad, 
Dušan Bogdanović, Golfam Khayam, and others.  An advocate 
for musician’s wellness, he serves as Chair of the Thornton Mu-
sician’s Wellness Committee, curating their Wellness Initiative 
with health screenings and a lecture series, as well as creating 
a Musician’s Wellness course.

A prolific arranger, he has created dozens of transcriptions 
for solo guitar and guitar quartet, and composed a number of 
works for four guitars. In 2009 he created the stage production 
The Illustrious Gentleman Don Quixote for narrator and guitar 
quartet, writing the stage script and adapting music from the 
Spanish Renaissance. It was premiered with Monty Python 
member John Cleese, and extensively toured with Firesign The-
ater founder Phil Proctor.

As a founding member of the Los Angeles Guitar Quartet, 
William Kanengiser has given hundreds of recitals and concer-
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to appearances around the world and has recorded over a dozen 
releases. Their Telarc release LAGQ Latin was nominated for a 
Grammy, and it was their Telarc title LAGQ’S Guitar Heroes which 
won a Grammy in 2005 as the best classical crossover recording. 
Most recently, their recording of the title work on Pat Metheny’s 
Road to the Sun hit #1 on the Apple Music Classical chart.

PROGRAM NOTES

Santiago de Murcia (1673–1739) is one of a group of Spanish 
composers who wrote for the baroque guitar, a smaller cous-
in of the modern instrument. The baroque guitar typically 
had five double-strings, or courses, and one (sometimes both) 
of the paired lower strings could be tuned one octave high-
er. This so-called “re-entrant tuning,” not unlike that found 
on today’s ukulele and five-string banjo, afforded wonderful 
sonority and campanella effects, and made it particularly ef-
fective for strummed chordal accompaniment. De Murcia, 
like his contemporaries Sanz, Guerau, and others, elevated 
this subservient instrument into a vehicle for high art, de-
veloping sophisticated counterpoint and brilliant figuration. 
Sonata in D is comprised of the final three pieces found in the 
famous “Saldívar Codex,” a manuscript discovered in Mex-
ico in the mid 1940s. The first movement, marked Allegro, is 
in ABA form, and features cascading lines and delicate or-
naments. The middle Grave movement is a steady pulsation 
of block chords, with an expressive chorale-like texture. The 
final movement, also marked Allegro, is in bipartite form, 
and mixes sprightly parallel 10ths with rasgueado chords; its 
triple meter and frequent hemiolas is reminiscent of the key-
board sonatas of Domenico Scarlatti.

Francisco Tárrega (1852–1909) is generally considered the 
grandfather of the modern guitar, developing new techni-
cal approaches, creating brilliant compositions, spawning a 
vast lineage of students, and with the luthier Antonio Torres, 
overseeing the development and construction of the modern 
instrument. Most celebrated for concert pieces such as Re-
cuerdos de la Alhambra and Capricho árabe, he created a stag-
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gering number of arrangements, pedagogical pieces, and 
concert works, many of which were based on popular dances 
of the day. The current set of five character pieces are fine 
examples of this, and they also reveal his deep affection for 
his family and friends through their charming dedications. 
¡Marieta!, in the form of a mazurka, is named after his wife; 
almost a conversation between husband and wife, it presents 
a plaintive melody in the A section, contrasted with a joyous 
one in the B section. Sueño (“dream”) is also a mazurka, but 
with a more pronounced iteration of the Polish rhythm. Adel-
ita is one of Tárrega’s most popular “simple” pieces, a favorite 
of students, but with a charming and Romantic effect. Ma-
zurka en Sol, obviously also a mazurka, explores a wide range 
of sonorities and effects, especially his favorite technique of 
the glissando. The final piece was named for his daughter and 
is in the form of a gavota. Through-composed, as opposed to 
the bipartite mazurkas that precede it, Maria puts Tárrega’s 
dramatic and theatrical flair on display.

Frank Wallace (1952–2020) had a multi-faceted career, ex-
celling as an early music specialist, vocalist, classical guitar 
virtuoso, recording artist, producer, teacher, arranger, and 
most notably, composer. My friendship with Frank goes back 
nearly five decades, as he became one of my first classical 
guitar teachers when I attended a summer music camp at age 
14. I’ve been especially interested in championing his works 
recently, not only for their wonderful range and quality, but 
also to support him during his valiant struggles with can-
cer. Sweet Ladyslipper was written in 1990, dedicated to the 
memory of John Fleagle, who along with Frank and his wife, 
Nancy Knowles, comprised the ensemble Live Oak Trio. Can-
tiga is based on Spanish Renaissance music, with a dirge-like 
melody set over open harmonies. Pavane for a Dying Prince 
is a clear homage to Ravel’s Pavane pour une enfante défunte, 
and points to the irony of Fleagle’s own struggles with can-
cer. And the rousing Zar is based on an Egyptian dance, with 
drone sonorities and odd-meter grooves.

Golfam Khayam (b. 1983) is a brilliant young guitarist, 
chamber musician, improviser, and composer from Tehran, 
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Iran, and she specializes in fusing traditional Persian music 
forms with contemporary elements. A few years ago, I com-
missioned Golfam to contribute a new work to my Diaspora 
Project, an assemblage of seven new pieces focusing on issues 
of migration and assimilation. Golfam crafted this evocative 
and ethereal piece, Lost Land, that attempts to capture her 
personal experience of having left Iran for years (to study in 
the U.S. and Switzerland), and upon returning, finding her 
homeland almost unrecognizable. Most telling is the tempo 
indication she chose: “adagio disorientato.” Using florid or-
naments on a simple monody, the piece takes unsuspecting 
twists and turns in tonal centers, as if one is lost in a laby-
rinth of twisting alleyways. Adding to the open sonority of 
the cross-string ornaments, she asks that the sixth string be 
tuned down a fifth, to low A, providing a rich and deep reso-
nance to the work. Tonight’s performance will be the world 
concert premiere of Lost Land.

Bryan Johanson (b. 1951) was Professor of Guitar and Com-
position at Portland State University until his recent re-
tirement, and now he devotes himself fulltime to his two 
favorite activities: writing music and beekeeping. An as-
tonishingly prolific and eclectic composer, he has written 
hundreds of works for solo guitar and guitar in chamber 
settings, as well as complete string quartet cycles, concer-
tos, and symphonies. While his typical musical palette leans 
toward the more peppery notes, The Magic Serenade is pure 
honey. Its most striking feature is the use of the capo, placed 
in the seventh fret. By limiting the available range of notes, 
he creatively opens up new resources by accessing the pitch-
es between the capo and the nut, near the headstock of the 
guitar. In his typically ingenious style, he makes the guitar 
sound like a totally new instrument, more harp-like than 
guitar-like, and the plaintive, cascading melodies express a 
sweetness and delicacy that is rather captivating.

Dušan Bogdanović (b. 1955) is one of the most inventive and 
idiosyncratic composers writing for guitar today. With a dis-
tinct and individual compositional voice rooted in Balkan 
modes and 16th century polyphony, he has written pieces in 
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a wide variety of styles, including East Indian, Japanese, jazz, 
neo-Renaissance, and many others. But he has a particular af-
finity for African music, due to its common use of his favorite 
musical constructs: polyrhythm and polymeter. His Three Af-
rican Sketches explores these elements, finding multiple ways 
to dissect and devolve a steady 12/8 groove. The outer move-
ments, both marked allegro ritmico, also utilize a preparation 
of small staples on the treble strings, giving a wonderfully 
idiophonic rattle that evokes the kora, a traditional African 
harp. The middle movement is in three distinct and overlap-
ping parts: an ostinato of gently rising and falling fourths, a 
bass melody derived from an existing African lullaby, and an 
obbligato descant that floats above the texture, each revolv-
ing in its own rhythmic and harmonic sphere.

Brian Head (b. 1964) is a Professor of Guitar and Composi-
tion at the USC Thornton School of Music, and also serves as 
the Artistic Director of the Guitar Foundation of America. 
His music draws on contemporary forms as well as typically 
American sources such as plainchant, spirituals, and other 
folk idioms. His Sketches for Friends is an early work, written 
as a set of remembrances of singular moments with import-
ant friends from his youth. Lobster Tale recalls a pleasant 
lunch during a summer music camp in Maine, shared with a 
cellist friend from Nashville. The music begins in a raucous 
bluegrass style, and then moves to a simple Puritan melody, 
attempting to reconcile his friend’s southern drawl with the 
New England landscape. Brookland Boogie is a memory of Bri-
an’s trips from his Baltimore home to his jazz guitar lessons 
in Washington, D.C., where he would take the train to the 
Brookland Metro Station and “boogie” to his lesson. Written 
in jazz-infused style, it begins with a groove reminiscent of 
an up-tempo version of Miles Davis’ So What, and moves to 
a middle section featuring a walking bassline and quasi-im-
provised jazz licks.

Program Notes by William Kanengiser
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All of us at San Francisco Performances extend our deep 
appreciation to our many patrons who have helped keep us 
going during the pandemic by donating to our Bridge to the 
Future Campaign. Your generous support has ensured that 
we will gather again and share many more transformative 
performances together for years to come. Thank you!

Tatiana and Ruslan Abdikeev
Ms. Joanne Abel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Abra
James Abrams and Tom Chiang
Mr. Tyler Andersen
Mr. Michael S. Kwun and Mrs. Sigrid Anderson-Kwun
Donald Andreini
Ms. Keira Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Aron
Mr. Raymond B. Auker
Jeffrey V. Bacich
Christina Back
Mr. Gary Bail
Mr. David Bailey
Mr. Steven Bakondi
Eugene Bardach
Barbara R. Barkovich
Ms. Karen Baumer
F.S. Bayley
Thomas and Lily Beischer
Ms. Nicki Bell
Ms. Marilyn S. Beller
Mr. Bradford Bemis
Tatyana Berezin
Helen Berggruen for the Five Arts Foundation
Mr. Roy C. Bergstrom
Mr. Robert Berman and Ms. Jane Ginsburg
Ellen Bermingham and Tim Culler
Sandy and Gerson Bernhard
Mr. and Mrs. David Bernstein
Ms. Nancy Bertossa and Mr. Rob Van Dale
Ms. Barbara Bibel
Nancy and William Bigler
J. Michael and Kathryn Bishop
Dr. Phyllis Blair
Alex and Elena Blanter
Lynn Bloch
Mr. Robert M. Blumen
Brian Bock and Susan Rosin
J. Dennis Bonney
Dr. Ragna Boynton
Ms. Jennifer Braun
Mr. John R. Braun
Dr. Dena Bravata
Mr. James H. Breeden
Roberta Brokaw

Ms. Louise Brotsky
Tim and Peggy Brown
Virginia L. Brown
Mr. Dennis Brydon
Ms. Donna Lou Calame
Mr. Dougal Campbell
Richard L. Caplin, M.D.
Ann and John Carroll
Michele Casau and Atilla Canitez
Nancy Catena
Mr. and Mrs. William Chace
Ms. Ethel Chang
Andy Chen and David McCrory
Katherine H. Chen
Sin-Tung Chiu
Bernard Choden and Lois Scott
Natalie Choy
David J. Christensen
C. Paul Christianson
Patrick Chye
Kathleen Ciabattoni
Mariarosa Clausen
Geraldine Clifford
Ms. Wendy Clymer
Ms. Virginia Coe
Mr. Stephan J. Cohen
Martin and Kathleen Cohn
Huguette Combs
Wendy Cook
Crankstart
Michael Mueller and Christine Cullens
James E. Cummings
Fred Cummins
Homer Dalbey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dantzler
Dawes Family Fund
Ms. Mary Dawson
Christiane de Bord
Ms. Joanne De Philips
Robert and Ruth Dell
Ms. Laura Dillard
Ms. Linh Do
Martha Doerr Toppin
Ms. Monica Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Dover
George and Jean Dowdall
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Ms. Verne S. Doxey
Draper Family Trust
Ms. Peggy Duly
Mr. Richard Einstein
Mr. Dan Eisenstein
Mr. Alan Eisner
Margareta Ekblad and Vojtech Licko
Robert J. Eldred and Elizabeth J. Folger
Drs. Peter M. Elias and Mary L. Williams
J. Edwin Eng
Dana Engel
Julia Erickson and Arthur Rothstein
Dr. Anne Fabiny
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Feller
Mr. Benjamin Fisher
Mr. Roger Fisher
Ms. Doris E. Flaherty
Ms. Callie Floor
Ms. Jo Floyd
Joann E. Fong
William and Anna Foshee
Dr. Daniel J. Fourrier Jr.
Eugene and Anneke Gaenslen
Charles Gamiz
Martin Gellen and Connie Mansell
Ms. Sherry Gendelman
The Eva and Nell Gardner Education Foundation
Fred Gertler, in honor of Evelyn Gertler
Ms. Patricia Gittins
Mr. David Gladstein
Mr. Maarten Golterman
Robert Goodman and John Bankston
Pat and Marvin Gordon
Ms. Sharon Gottlieb
Ms. Laura Grad
Ms. Elizabeth M. Grant
Mr. Dennis C. Graves
Elizabeth Greenberg and James Papanu
Ms. Claire Gutierrez
Drs. Keith and Lauren Hall
David Halligan and Simone Holck
Mr. David Hammer and Ms. Katie Danforth
Ms. Caroline L. Hancock
Micheline and Barry Handon
Judith E. Harding
Peggy Harrington
Hunter P. Harris
Pamela and Ron Harrison
Ms. Jennifer Hartzell
Gary Hazel and James Linden
James Heagy, in memory of Janey Heagy
William J. Heap
Mr. Stephen R. Hemenway
Mr. Daniel Hersh
Ms. Marady Hill
Mr. Michael John Hill
Kathy and Chip Hoke
Mr. Neil C. Holmes
Lorraine and Victor Honig Fund for Social Change
Ms. Greer Hopkins
Mr. James C. Hormel and Mr. Michael P. N. Hormel
Michael Hostetler
Ms. Janet Houser
Wen Hsieh
Ms. Grace Huenemann
Ms. Ann Hughes
Mr. Francisco Imai
Ms. Mary R. Jackman
Mrs. Rosemary W. Jenckes
Maureen N. Jensen and George J. Elbaum
Mr. Edward Jeong Jr.
Christian A. Jessen, in memory of Victoria Baumann
Ms. Jennifer C. Jones
Mr. Brian F. Joseph
Ms. Victoria Kahn
Joan Kahr

Dick and Susan Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kautz
Mr. Leonid Khamishon
Mr. Edward Kimak
Toni D. King
Mr. Howard Kirsch
Howard and Wendy Kleckner
Patricia Kline
Mr. Eddie Kohler
Marian Kohlstedt, in memory of Gary Smith
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Kolkhorst
Mr. Michael Korbholz
Mr. Laurence Kornfield
Ms. Mirna Koscec
Mr. George Koster
Jane S. Kumin
Duff Kurland and Carol Nusinow Kurland
Marianne LaCrosse
Richard A. Laden
Mr. Michael Lamm
Mr. Leslie Lamport
Ms. Maria M. Lang-Gavidia
Delphine Langille
Drs. Ann and Richard Lanzerotti
James and Kathleen Leak
Stephen Ledbetter and Keiko Ito
David and Robin Lee
Mr. and Mrs. William Lee
Ms. Barbara Leep
Ms. Catherine Leland
Leslie Hsu and Richard Lenon
Sue LeSeure
Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation
Dr. Jack Levin
Gertrude E. Levy and Michael Gutman
Ms. Janice Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lewis
Dr. F. Chaney Li
Mr. David L. Lilien
Sukey Lilienthal and David Roe
Mr. Steve Lipson
Ms. Karen Long
Robert G. Lopez
Bruce and Carolyn Lowenthal
Ms. Emma P. Lundberg
Wolfgang and Patricia Lusse
Mr. Barry Lynch
Dr. and Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons
Ms. Suzanne Macahilig
Ms. Ruth MacKay
Ruth MacNaughton and Harold Spencer
Kathleen Maher and Jon Peddie
Mrs. Leila Marcus
Ms. Ana Maria Martel
Ms. Yasuko Masaki
Ms. Lorna L. Maslenikov
Lin Max and Sean Gaskie, M.D.
Ms. Delle Maxwell
Alice and Fraser McAlpine
Patrick McCabe
Janis Mercer and James M. McManus
James R. Meehan
Ms. Susan R. Mendelsohn
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Meyer
Roger D. Miles and Satomi Fukuda Miles
Ms. Francine J. Miller
Ms. Hye Yeong Min and Mr. Thomas E. McDonald
Ms. Sharon L. Modrick
Mrs. Diane M. Molter
Ms. Nyla Puccinelli Moore
Mr. Gregory Morris
Jerome Moskowitz
Mr. Walter Mosley
Ms. Donna Neff
Mr. Russell Nelson
Jeanne Newman
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Ms. Diana Nichols
Judith L. Nichols and Michael Berg
Ms. Sherri Nordwall
Neil O’Donnell and Chris Motley
Dr. and Mrs. Hans I. Orup
Mr. David Ow
Mr. Norman Packard
Ms. Mitzi S. Palmer
Ms. Amy Panitz
Mr. James Parsons and Ms. Andrea Hong
Ms. Barbara Paschke
Mr. Victor Penico
Mr. Alan R Perlman
Ms. Patricia E. Perry and Mr. Stephen J. McPhee
Mark Phillips and Roberta Seifert
Rita Piagneri
Ms. Dorothy A. Praeger
Susan K. Prather
Mr. Philip Purcello
Martin and Maria Quinn
Ms. Fran Quittel
Ms. Virginia Reames
Mr. Glenn Reid
Ms. Becky Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. John Richmond
Penny Righthand, in memory of Richard I. Levine, M.D.
Mr. Robert Ripps and Mr. Steven Spector
Anmarie B. Roache
Mr. William Roberts
Mr. James Robinson
Mr. Ernest Robles
Arthur and Toni Rembe Rock
Horacio and Angela Rodriguez
Michael and Janet Rodriguez
Mr. Michael Rodriguez
Jane P. Rogers and Michael L. Fischer
Mr. Ronald Rogness
Heli Roiha and Terry McKelvey
Ms. Elsa Rosenberg and Mr. David Zuckerman
Ms. Bettina Rosenbladt
Ms. Lisa Rosenthal
Ms. Carol Rossi
Mako U. Rova
William D. Radiak
Ms. Julie Rulyak
Ms. Abby Rumsey
Bob and Terri Ryan
Sack Family Fund
Ms. Judith Sahagen
Bill Saphir and Melissa Saphir,
 in memory of Florence Saphir
Fred Saunders and Charles Kredensor
Thomas A. Savignano and Peter A. Benson
Patricia Unterman and Tim Savinar
Carl Schaper
Mr. Dan Scharlin and Ms. Sara Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Dietar Scherer
Stefan Hastrup and Gary Schilling
J.P. Schlegelmilch
Mr. Justus J. Schlichting
David Gast and Elena Schmid
Mr. Jim Schwarz and Mr. Jim Zayac
Mr. and Mrs. Dana S. Scott
Pamela W. Sebastian
Mr. Terry Senne
Ms. Linda Shaffer
James and Connie Shapiro
Stephen R. Shapiro

Ms. Karen Sharp
Mr. William M. Sharp
Wylie and Judy Sheldon
Mr. Daniel Shin
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Shoehalter
Emilya Shtivelman
Mr. Matthew Shuster
Stephen Siegelman
LaVerne C. and Alan Silverman,
 in memory of Mary Huff and Hannah Silverman
Mr. Dean A. Silvers
Ms. Anne B. Simons
Herbert and Glenda Smith
Melanie Smith and Bill Pine
Jennifer Sobol
Ms. Cherrill Spencer
Mr. Paul Steckel
Mrs. Gussie Stewart
Françoise Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Stone
Mr. Benedikt Strebel and Ms. Kathy Klausner
Victoria Sung
Mr. David Swain
Toby Symington
Nobuyuki Tanaka
Mr. Stanley Tanaka
Alan Templeton
Mr. Richard Terdiman and Ms. Linda Foy
The Laney and Pasha Thornton Foundation
Chris and Naomi Thorpe
Ms. Jill Tolfa
Ms. Katherine Triest
Ms. Susan Tuohy
Mr. Paul Upham
Laura Vacco
Ms. Jacqueline S. Valentine and Mr. Robert J. Spjut
Ms. Linda Vallee
Ms. Jill Van Gee
Mr. Leon Van Steen
Ms. Lucia Varela
Mr. Douglas Vaughan
Mr. Patrick Vaz
Mr. Eduardo Vergara
Walter Chalmers Smith Family Fund
William Welch
Mrs. Anne Wellner de Veer
Mr. Eric Wells
Peter Weltner and Atticus Carr
Julienne Weston
Mr. Mark D. Whatley and Ms. Danuta M. Zaroda
Mr. Doug Wilcoxen
S.B. Hadley Wilson
Ms. Jennifer Winch
Jerri Witt
Keeman Wong
Dr. Maylene Wong
Ms. Betty Woo
Dr. and Mrs. Roger Wu
Paul and Pien Yarbrough
Mr. Norman Young
Mr. Philip Young
Carolyn Zaroff
Frank and Nora Zepeda
Michael A. Zimmerman
Carl and Betty Zlatchin
Anonymous, in memory of Peter F. Ostwald, M.D.
Anonymous (14)
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SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL  
AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER:   
HERBST THEATRE 
Owned and operated by the City and County of San Francisco through the Board 
of Trustees of the War Memorial of San Francisco
The Honorable London N. Breed, Mayor

TRUSTEES
Thomas E. Horn, President
Charlotte Mailliard Shultz, Vice President
Nancy H. Bechtle
Stanlee Ray Gatti
Lt. Col. Wallace I. Levin CSMR (Ret.)
Gorretti Lo Lui
Mrs. George R. Moscone
Maj. Gen J. Michael Myatt, USMC (Ret.)
Paul F. Pelosi
Diane B. Wilsey 
Brenda Wright

John Caldon, Managing Director
Jennifer E. Norris, Assistant Managing Director

Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita

HERBST THEATRE EXIT MAPS
In an emergency, follow any lighted exit sign to the street. Do not use elevator. 
Walk, don’t run.
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