
The Pinnacle: 
 

FALL
2017

OTC  
 Honors 

Program }{
Nam et ipsa scientia potestas est.

}{

Destination Known  

Th e OTC Honors Program provides academically 
motivated high achieving students who conduct 

themselves in a responsible manner the opportunity 
to develop their full potential through collaboration 

with a designated community of scholars and 
enhanced/additional learning environments and 

opportunities.

Volume 14



{2} {The Pinnacle: Destination Known}
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more information or search ‘honors program’ on 
the OTC website. Offi  ce Phone: 417-447-8229
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Hey, are you  
going to be an Honors 
Program Officer next 

year?

Of course! Who 
isn’t going to?

HONORS         
OFFICE: 

ICE #352
Come hang 

out!
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Art  by Honors 

(Top) Geisha digital illustration by Tabitha 
Mumford.

 (Bottom) Indian Headdress digital painting by 
Tabitha Mumford.

Your art      
HERE  

 
Submit 

your 
artwork 

to be 
displayed 

in the next 
Volume 
of the              

Pinnacle!

Your art      
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Submit 

your 
artwork 

to be 
displayed 

in the next 
Volume 
of the              

Pinnacle!
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Food Festivities 
Alyssa’s Mom’s Infamous Homemade Hot Chocolate

Ingredients:
-2 cups of milk
-1/4 cup of Hershey’s cocoa
-1 cup of half and half
-1/4 cup of brown sugar
-1/4 cup sugar
-1 heaping TBS Nutella
-1/4 heaping tsp. espresso powder
-1/8 tsp. fresh nutmeg
-pinch of salt
-1 tsp vanilla or vanilla paste
-1/4 tsp. almond fl avoring

Instructions:
Simmer fi rst 9 ingredients in a pot on the stove. Once all are one mixture, add the 
vanilla and almond fl avoring. Stir. Serve with whipped cream and a drizzle of hot 
fudge. Enjoy!

Serves 2 to 4 people
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Bonfi re Bonanza: Campbell’s Maze Daze
On October 25th, several honors students 

gathered at Campbell’s Corn Maze for a night 
filled with an over-the-fire dinner and endless 
circles deep within the maze. As the entrance 
fee for all maze-goers was graciously covered 
by the Honors Program, any and all honors stu-
dents were invited for a free night of  fun. After             
everyone arrive, students roasted hotdogs and 
s’mores, a luxurious combo.

Once stomachs were stuffed, everyone headed 
over to the first maze of  the night. Most meandered their way through fairly  

 quickly, however, there were two other mazes left unconquered.

On the other side of  the property, the two other mazes (an 8 acre and a 4 acre) sat 
and mocked the honors students. These honors students would not let their fear 
overcome them. A brave group of  warriors chose the 8 acre, and although it took 
them nearly an hour (or what felt like an hour), they bested the beast with feelings 
of  satisfaction and exhaustion. (I will not mention that after two failed attempts, the
group split at each entrance and met in the middle. It wasn’t cheating, honors 
students don’t cheat).

After accomplishing the 
near-impossible, everyone headed back 
to home base during the second 
hayride of  the night. It may have taken 
a few days to completely get the smell 
of  bonfire smoke out of  their hair, but 
the night was well worth it. Friendships 
grew (or were made), and laughter 
made its way into the ears of  everyone 
present. The honors students were 
able to take their one thing in common, 
school, and make it something even 
more memorable than a classroom.



Stephanie Boscatto - VP of Activities
Name by choice: Sticking with Stephanie
#1 Favorite thing to do: Play Basketball
Favorite book/movie: The Rescue by Nico-
las Sparks
Ultimate Career Goal: Surgical Technician
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Ocean Blue
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Rachel Stobbe -  President
Name by choice: Lexi
#1 Favorite thing to do: Eat McDonalds
Favorite book/movie: Stuck in Love
Ultimate Career Goal: Pediatric Nurse Prac-
ticioner
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Periwinkle

Alyssa Everett - VP of Fundraising
Name by choice: Lennon
#1 Favorite thing to do: Read fiction
Favorite book/movie: Fahrenheit 451
Ultimate Career Goal: Editor for a ma-
jor publisher
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Robin’s 
Egg Blue 

Lane Williamson - VP of Public Relations
Name by choice: Captain Falcon
#1 Favorite thing to do: Play Rocket 
League
Favorite book/movie: Eragon the book
Ultimate Career Goal: Financial Advi-
sor for a fortune 500 company
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Brick 
Red

Kylee Miles - VP of Community Involvement
Name by choice: Kianna
#1 Favorite thing to do: Playing Catch
Favorite book/movie: Rot and Ruin
Ultimate Career Goal: To have my own        
sustainable farm
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Teal

Dayton Kingore - Treasurer
Name by choice: Daniel
#1 Favorite thing to do: Eat 
Favorite book/movie: Fight Club
Ultimate Career Goal:Successful 
House Husband
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Aqua-
marine

Bailey Adamik - Secretary
Name by choice: Molly
#1 Favorite thing to do: Pottery
Favorite book/movie: I <3 You, You 
Haunt Me
Ultimate Career Goal: Occupational 
Therapist
Favorite 64 crayon box color: Cerulean

Your Fall 2017 Honors Offi cers
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Your Fall 2017 Honors Offi cers 

Rachel

kylee

stephanie Bailey

dayton Lane

alyssa
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Honors Events

fall 2017 Orientation
This year’s orientation was another great one. Mr Yerby did a 
phenominal job leading the meeting and providing important 
information on the upcoming school year. This year, we participated 
in a campus-wide scavenger hunt created by the offi cers. The winners 
won OTC Swag Bags fi lled with all sorts of goodies. We ended the 
meeting by eating some delicious pizza while listening to some of our 
peers give their Honors Service presentations.

COMING UP...
Honors conference spring orientation

January 20th 

2018

10 AM-1PM

April 14th

2018

8AM-4PM
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Viktoriia H ryshchenko: Exchange Student
HI! MY NAME IS VIKTORIIA HRYSHCHENKO. ORIGINALLY, I AM FROM UKRAINE, BUT THE LAST FEW YEARS I 

HAVE SPENT IN THE UNITED STATES. I WAS AN EXCHANGE STUDENT IN MARSHFIELD HIGH SCHOOL IN 2014-
2015. THAT YEAR I GOT ACCEPTED TO OTC, BECAME AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AND STARTED MY CAREER 
PATH IN SPRING OF 2016. I AM PURSUING A BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE DEGREE, WITH THE PLAN OF TRANSFER-
RING TO A 4-YEAR UNIVERSITY. LET ME TELL YOU MY STORY OF BEING A FOREIGN STUDENT HERE, IN SPRING-
FIELD MISSOURI.

AFTER STUDYING IN OTC FOR 4 SEMESTERS, I NOTICED BEING AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT IS QUITE 
CHALLENGING. AFTER I TALK TO PEOPLE, THE MOST COMMON QUESTION THEY ASK IS, “WHERE ARE YOU 
FROM?” AFTER TELLING THEM THAT I AM FROM UKRAINE PEOPLE DIVIDE INTO 3 CATEGORIES: “OH, COOL”, 
“IT SHOULD BE VERY WARM FOR YOU HERE, HUH?” AND “I THINK I KNOW WHERE IT IS”. I LOVE ALL THE RE-
SPONSES I HEAR.

MOSTLY PEOPLE ARE NICE TO YOU WHEN THEY HEAR THE ACCENT. HOWEVER, SOMETIMES IT IS MORE A 
CHALLENGE RATHER THAN A BENEFIT. I REMEMBER SITTING NEXT TO A CLASSROOM, WHERE THERE WAS A 
NOTE SAYING THAT MY CLASS WAS CANCELLED. I SAW IT, BUT I HAD A GAP FOR ABOUT AN HOUR AND A HALF, 
SO I JUST SAT NEXT TO THE CLASSROOM. MY CLASSMATE CAME, LOOKED AT THE NOTE AND STOOD IN FRONT 
OF ME. “HEY, THE CLASS IS CANCELLED” – SHE SAID. I RESPONDED TO HER, “OKAY”. “NO, NO, YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND. THE CLASS IS CANCELLED. THE TEACHER WON’T BE HERE TODAY. YOU CAN GO”-SHE SAID. I 
TOLD HER THAT I UNDERSTOOD, SO SHE STARTED REPEATING AGAIN “NOOO, NOOO, YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND. 
CLASS, OUR CLASS (STRETCHING THE SOUNDS) IS CAAAAAANCELLED. YOU CAN GO HOME NOW”. I LOOKED AT 
HER, SHE LOOKED AT ME AND THEN SHE LEFT. TILL THIS DAY, I AM STILL CONFUSED BECAUSE I KNEW THAT THE 
CLASS WAS CANCELLED, I JUST WANTED TO SIT NEXT TO THE CLASSROOM.

ANOTHER PART OF BEING AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT IS STEREOTYPES. I DON’T KNOW AS FAR AS OTH-
ERS, BUT I TOTALLY ENJOY THEM. A LOT OF PEOPLE CONFUSE UKRAINE WITH A PART OF RUSSIA (IT IS NOT A 
PART OF RUSSIA, UKRAINE IS A SEPARATE COUNTRY) AND I GET A LOT OF QUESTIONS LIKE, “DO YOU HAVE A 
LOT OF SNOW DURING SUMMER?”( NO, THE CLIMATE IS THE SAME AS MISSOURI), “YOU ARE NOT A SPY, ARE 
YOU?”(DEFINITELY, I AM NOT; EVEN IF I WERE, I WOULD NOT TELL YOU THAT). DURING THE YEARS, I HAVE 
HEARD SO MANY QUESTIONS ABOUT MY COUNTRY BUT QUESTIONS “DO YOU HAVE GHOSTS IN UKRAINE?” AND 
“DO YOU HAVE ELECTRICITY THERE?” ARE MY FAVORITE. WE DO HAVE ELECTRICITY (UKRAINE IS A QUITE CIVI-
LIZED COUNTRY), AND AS FAR AS GHOSTS I AM STILL LOOKING FOR THE ANSWER...

BESIDES A FEW EXCEPTIONS, BEING A STUDENT FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY IS GREAT! JUST REMEMBER THAT 
WE, INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, DO UNDERSTAND ENGLISH (NOT ALWAYS, BUT MOST OF THE TIME) AND WE ARE 
NICE! IF THERE IS SOMETHING THAT WE DON’T SAY IN A PROPER MANNER – CORRECT US; IF THERE IS SOME-
THING THAT YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND – ASK US; IF THERE IS SOMETHING WE DO WRONG – TEACH US.
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Identity: The Honors Book
Mr. Turner’s Honors English 102 class of the 

2017 Spring Semester did something that was no 
small feat. With their combined efforts, they put                

together a World Masterpiece book, Identity: 
Reflections on the Self. The book is available for 

purchase on Amazon for any who would like to 
journey into the minds of a diverse group of 

individuals who have very unique views on the 
sense of self.
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2017 Honors Student Graduates
Congratulations to the wonderful students 
who graduated in 2017 with honors: 

Sarah Buxton
Davis Collins
Thai Dinh
Jon Donigan
Stephanie Lundstrom
Jacqueline Ratcliffe

Andrea Savage
Kathy Sheldahl
Wade Southwell
Karen Wilson
Hannah Winder
Leora Yates



Mental

Optical Illusion

           

Riddle me this:
-What dries as it gets wet?

- What two things can you never eat 
for breakfast?

- When is 99 more than 100?

Break

We can complain that rose bushes have 
thorns, or rejoice that thorn bushes have roses 
- Abraham Lincoln


