
	  

	  

 

of the 55 Thunderbird 
Happy                   Anniversary
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Our Stuart
Summer Outing 
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Our meetings are held the Third Wednesday of each 
month at THE TRATTORIA PAMPERED CHEF 
7347 Miami Lakes Dr. Miami Lakes FL 33014  
Our Host is Gabriel Nash.   
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September 2015

HELLO CLUB MEMBERS, 

I surely appreciate the articles that are being contributed 
to our Thunderbird News by our members. Please keep 
them coming! Top priority will go to articles about a 
Classic Thunderbird of South Florida Events and we 
welcome any story about a Classic Car Event where 
Thunderbirds appear. Technical articles are much 
appreciated, as some of us do get our fingernails dirty 
and our knuckles bloodied!

This year I am looking for stories about YOUR 1955 
Thunderbird.    

So if you own a 55, try writing a story about it. 

Share the “love”!

Thanks to you all for contributing to this month’s edition!

There was no Meeting in August. Our Next Club Meeting  
will be at the Hillcrest Country Club Annual Brunch on 
Sept 20th   

Cover photo: Pittsburg Vintage Grand Prix, courtesy of 
Jerry Longstreth CTCI PA 

Ed Raabe



INTERNET PAGE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN

THUNDERBIRD INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY:

2005 Thunderbird: _____________ www.fordautomobiles.com

Ford racing: ___________________ www.fordacing.com

Speedvision: __________________ www.speedvision.com

CTCI’s Home Page: _____________ www.ctci.org

Daytona’s Turkey run: ___________ www.carshows.org

Metroplex EarlyBirds: ___________ www.geocities.com

Arizona Classic T-Bird Club: _____ classic-thunderbird.org

Santa Clara Valley T-Birds: ______ www.tbird.org/scvt

Sierra Nevada Classic T-Bird: ____ www.tbird.org/snctb

Connecticut Area Classic T-Bird: __ www.tbirdsofconn.com

Chicagoland Thunderbirds: _______ www.thunderbirds.org

Potomac Classic T-bird: __________ www.hydratech.com

Old Cars ______________________ www. greatoldcars.com 

Classic T-Bird Club of Chicagoland _ www.ctcc9.com

Have you seen our internet page?  We have changed our 
address www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com and we 
have a Facebook page too! Search Classic Thunderbird 
Club South Florida or

www.facebook.com/ThunderbirdClubSouthFLorida

We encourage participation on our Facebook page. Send 
Posts about everything Thunderbird related and we will 
enjoy other “car stuff too. 

Like Museum Visits, Car shows and Cruise Ins you attend. 
And other stuff you think we T-Bird lovers would like. Just 
keep it as clean as your T-Bird on “Detail Day”! 

Our Club’s web page:

www.thunderbirdclubsouthflorida.com

SEPTEMBER

CTCI NEWS 

DUES ARE DUE in NOVEMBER
$35.00 membership are due,

please send your check to
THE CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB OF 

SOUTH FLORIDA
Attention: Peter Klein, Treasurer
4133 Park Ave. Miami FL 33133

NUMBERS TO KEEP
The following are contact numbers and e-mail address 
you need to have on file:

AACA Ft Lauderdale Region. President Bob Dunn
954-563-7696  www.ftlauderdaleaaca.com 

AACA Miami Region. President Oscar Castro
305-467-8196  www.aaca.org/southflorida 

Auto Appraisal Network: John & Bret Layzell
305-899-9963  www.autoappraisalnetwork.com/miami 

Benefit Car Shows: Oscar Castro
305-467-8196 www.benefitcarshows.com
oscar@benefitcarshows.com

Gerry Car Show: Gerry Perez
786 344-4228  email gerrycarshow@bellsouth.com 

Magic Mustangs: Frank Alonso
305 551-6077  Fadatec@aol.com

Muscle Stangs of Miami: Ayanidys Martinez
305 321-0437

Jumpin’ Jack Productions: Jack Corssino
305-214-2277  www.jumpinjackproductions.com 

DB Entertainment Inc.: Dick Barten
954-563-4000  Bandsouth@bellsouth.net 

Cruisin South Florida: Scott the MusicMan 
scott@cuisinsouthflorida.com 

Ft Lauderdale Mustang Club: Mark Patterson
www.flmustangclub.com  

Cobra Joe Productions: Joe Bevelacqua 
jbevsr@msn.com 

VMCCA Sun Coast Chapter.  President David Bobbitt 
305 661-1340 bobbitt@comcast.net 

Model A Club: Tom Zannis 305 281-9192
TomGlozannis@aol.com 

Russ G Events: Russ Gagliano III
russ@russgevents.com 

My apologies, If I have missed your birthday it 
is because I do not have your information.
Please contact me to update your records.

John Jones  9/8
Bill Budd 9/9
Peter Klein 9/11
Norm Gabe  9/15 
Connie Dunluck 9/17
Joe Christafulle 9/20
Arlene Raabe 9/22
Stuart Corenblum 9/26
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GUS MACHADO

GUS MACHADO

OF HIALEAH

OF KENDALL

5

1200 West 49th Street
Hialeah, Florida 33012

.822.3211
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SEPTEMBER 2015

Hello Members, 

We started the Summer with a great Outing!

July 10th The Classic Thunderbird Club of South 
Florida invaded the North. Stuart and Jensen Bch will 
never be the same! We visited the Elliott Museum, The 
House of Refuge and the Mustang Barn. Please enjoy 
the story in this issue.

We voted to change our monthly meeting to the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month. Please make the change in 
your Planners.                                     

There was no Meeting in August 

Our September Club Meeting will be held the Hillcrest 
Country Club on Sept 20th. This is an annual affair 
and a Car Event as well. So bring your Car! The Photo 
opportunities at the Country Club is not to be missed 
and will be the subject of an article I will be writing 
for CTCI. 

The Holiday Party will be on December 19th at Leo 
and Valentyna’s condo’s Social Hall in Hallandale 
Bch. Please reserve the date. Entertainment has been 
arranged, but planning still needs to be done. We are 
looking for Catering, etc. 

I am still working on a Club Roster which will be 
published in an “On Line” Version, to save costs, 
available to all members’ e-mails as soon as it is 
completed. Please, if you have not already done so, 
send me an e-mail to update your information. Also 
include a photo of your Thunderbird in a nice setting 
for publication in the Thunderbird News.  

If you were not able to attend a Club Meeting, everything 
you want to know is in the Meeting Minutes. Please 
spend a little time to learn about our plans for Outings 
and Car Show participation. We are already planning 
the Holiday Party in December!

Until then, Happy Birding! 

Ed Raabe 

NEW MEMBERS (None)

Announcing the 2016 International Convention in 
San Diego, CA

The CTCI Board of Directors has voted to approve 
the sanctioning of the 2016 International Convention 
in San Diego, California. It will be co-hosted by the 
Earlybird of Southern California and the Classic 
Thunderbirds of San Diego, to be held September 
13-18, 2016 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in San Diego. 
Additional information on events and other details 
will be provided as plans are developed. 

	  
CTCI NEWS 
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Letter from the President Ed Raabe

Thunderbird News is the official newsletter of the 
Classic Thunderbird Club of South Florida. Our 
purpose is to inform our membership about, club 
meetings, club activities, Classic Car events and 
articles of interest to Ford Thunderbird owners.

Articles may be reproduced with the permission of 
the author.

The views and opinions expressed in Thunderbird 
News are those of the named author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Editor, The 
Board of Directors of the Classic Thunderbird Club 
of South Florida or those of the membership. 



5 S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  1 7 ,  # 9



We arrived at our destination, The 
Marriot Resort Hotel on Hutchinson 
Island, around 2pm in the afternoon 
July 10th   Daisy and Felix Hernandez 
were just driving in, Oscar and Marcie 
Castro arrived about 10 minutes earlier 
and were already unpacking. The 
1st wave of the Classic Thunderbird 
Club of South Florida had landed on 
the beach!. We were joined shortly by 
Paul & Joyce Cotner, Mike & Theresa 
McNeal and Norm & Robin Gabe. 

We immediately changed and headed 
down to the beach. Some of the braver 
actually went into the water, knowing 
full well we had backup at the Tikii 
Bar if we got into any trouble! Shortly 
Stuart and Gail Corenblum arrived and 
it was beginning to look like a Club 
Event! We decided on Conchy Joes, 
Gail’s suggestion, in Jensen Beach for 
Dinner. Peter and Suellen arrived at 
the Hotel just in time to join us and off 
we went! Conchy Joes is right on the 
water, a festive and laid-back Island 
Style Eatery with a great menu and 
live music. Oscar amazed us with his 
ability to order and consume EVERY 
appetizer on the menu PLUS a main 
course!

Our Stuart Summer Outing                                            Ed Raabe

	  

	  

	  

The next morning we caravanned 
to back to Jensen beach and had 
breakfast at Jan’s, a homey breakfast 
place with awesome food!

THE ELLIOTT MUSEUM, STUART 
FLORIDA 

	  The Elliot has a wonderful collection 
of Early Fords including many ‘one 
of a kind’ examples. 54 vehicles 
are enclosed in a climate controlled 
environment and are “served up” to 
a rotating viewing stage by a state of 
the art automated racking system. Our 
Guide, Dave, told us about Sterling 
Elliott, a turn of the 20th century 
inventor who created the steering 
knuckle, a fundamental advancement, 
which made the modern automobile 
possible. An avid bicycle enthusiast, 
he invented self-equalizing brakes 
and the pneumatic tire. The Elliott 
addressing machine brought fame 
and fortune to the family and his 
son, Harmon built the first museum 
on the site in his father’s honor. Not 

only does the Museum house historic 
automobiles and trucks, but there 
are permanent collections including 
Evinrude Outboard Boat motors, 
Baseball cards and late 19th Century 
memorabilia. There was even a 1940s 
“modern” kitchen! We all gathered 
there at 10:30, including Paul and Anita 
Werner who came up that morning to 
join us.

	  

	  

	  

	  

Club Members at the Elliott Museum
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Quadracycle with the steering knuckle invented by Sterling Elliott

	  

	   	  
The First Benz Motor Car. Our Guide, Dave, explains about alternative energy cars in the past, The Stanley steamer and The Detroit Electric 

	  

	  

	  
The unique carrousel system that brings cars down 

to the main level for viewing

	   	  
More than an Automobile Museum            “The Modern Kitchen”              
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NEXT STOP, THE HOUSE OF REFUGE

The last of 10 Houses of Refuge, this is a maritime 
museum featuring what sailors and passengers would have 
experienced after being saved from shipwrecks off the 
Florida coast in the 19th and early 20th Centuries. Boats 
traveling up the Intercostal would stop, deliver supplies 
and pick up the stranded passengers for the trip up to 
Jacksonville. Refugees could spend months there waiting!  
Our guide told us the most refugees from ships wrecked off 
the coast at any one time numbered 22 at this station. Living 
here was very rugged, but it surely beat the alternative! 
Fresh, potable water was recovered and held in a cistern. 
Protein was derived from shelling, fishing and hunting. No 
food or vegetables could be 
grown on the Island since 
there is not enough soil for 
sustenance.

The refugees were quartered 
in the loft above and the 
“House Keeper” lived with his 
family on the main floor. The 
pictures are of the House 
Keeper’s quarters. 

	  
The House of Refuge at Gilberts Bar, Stuart FL

	  

	  

	  	  

After the Museums we went to The 
NEW ENGLAND FISH MARKET in 
Jensen Bch, a place Arlene and I 
discovered when were up here for an 
AACA show last year. Ah, didn’t we 
just have breakfast?

	  

Then to Old Stuart for some shopping and Ice Cream (Desert!)

	  

We had a full day and it 
was time to return to the 
Hotel to rest up a while 
and get ready for Dinner

Oh Boy,
didn’t we just EAT LUNCH!
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SAILORS RETURN RESTAURANT

Wow this place had it all! Right in the Marina with a fantastic view and a terrific 
Menu. The food was wonderful, but when I received my desert, the Sunset Bay 
Orange Cake, everyone went crazy and wanted to see it up close! It was such a 
hit, Peter brought it over to the adjoining couple’s table to their delight!

	  

 I can’t 
believe I ate 

the whole 
thing!

IF IT’S SUNDAY, THIS MUST BE JUPITER!

We are on the road to the Mustang Barn a private Museum 
dedicated to The Mustang Shelby, The Mustang Cobra and 
Mustang GT Performance Cars. There we are greated by, 
Ed who opened the “Barn doors” just for us. Jack Miller, 
of Miller’s Ale House fame, raised in Pittsburg, recreated 
the street and home he grew up in and the firehouse his 
dad served in with a vinette not to be believed. He also 
reproduced the SUNOCO gas station he first worked in. 
The Museum also features a large collection of NY Yankee 
memorbilia, a Soda Shop out of the 50’s and a Las Vegas 
tribute on the second level. Among the Mustangs was a 
beautiful 110 point 1957 Thunderbird. Was it there just 
for us to admire? Checl out the “Million Dollar Mustang” a 
tribute to our War Veterans. Those who were not camera 
shy may see yourself! Enjoy the many pictures we took and 
thanks to those who contributed photos. 	  

	   	  

Miller’s Mustang Barn, Jupiter FL   Owned by Jack Miller of Miller’s Ale House fame 
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LAST STOP, MILLER’S ALE HOUSE 

When we left the Mustang Barn our last destination was 
the Miller’s Ale House in Jupiter. We had a great meal and 
I had the opportunity to say thanks to Daisy in behalf of the 

	  
	  

entire Club for her incredible job putting the Stuart Summer 
Outing together. At our Club Meeting in July I presented 
her with this Official Certificate of Achievement 
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Felipe Cos introduced The Second Edition 
of the “Thunderpedia of the Classic 
Thunderbird” at the Branson/Springfield 
Convention.
It has over 300 questions and asnwers, 
1,000 photos, and over 150 pages, 
all related in how to fix our Classic 
Thunderbirds.
There are no other books similar to this.

Price is $35.00Postage is $6.00

For more information contact Ed Raabe by 
email at ed.raabe@gmail.com

SECOND EDITION RELEASED

Hagerty Insurance is
proud to support the

Classic Thunderbird
Club of S. Florida

TOTAL PROTECTION

COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
1-800-922-4050   WWW.HAGERTY.COM
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CAR SHOWS

	  

	  

	  

	  

Flacarshows.com

Southdadecarshow.com 4 GREAT SOURCES FOR On-Line 
CAR SHOW INFORMATION

CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  
U P C O M I N G

SEPTEMBER 4-6th
Walt Disney World 
Swann & Dolphin Resort 
Hotels, Orlando FL 	  

Benefitcarshows.com

Cruisinsothflorida.com

	  

It’s a car enthusiast’s dream vacation and 
show at the Walt Disney World Swan and 
Dolphin resort, 1500 Epcot Resorts Boulevard. 
Spend a luxurious weekend enjoying beautiful 
classic and modern automobiles, shopping the 
Dream builders Marketplace in the cool A/C 
and partying with friends during an Evening at 
Mardi Gras and the Rock n Roll Sock Hop.

Bring the entire family for poolside relaxation 
or visit one of the many theme parks. Door 
prizes, awards and entertainment. Spectator 
admission is free but the resort has a daily $16 
parking fee per vehicle

Visit the website for show car registration, 
resort room booking, inside/outside vendor 
info, sponsorship and advertising information, 
or call Tara at (407) 617-4201
Tara@DreamCarcWeekend.com

SEPTEMBER 12-13TH 
Palm Beach FL

	  

SEPTEMBER 12TH Port St Lucie, FL

	   	  

SEPTEMBER 19TH
Boynton Bch, FL



CRUISE-INS

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

CLASSIC CAR EVENTS                                                  
U P C O M I N G
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1955-57

RESTORATION PARTS

GREAT PRICES!
EXPERIENCED PARTS
SPECIALISTS!
HUGE INVENTORY!

Larry’s Thunderbird &Mustang Parts
1180 California Ave #B • Corona, CA 92881

Orders: (800) 854-0393 • Info: (951) 270-3223 • 24-Hour FAX: (951) 270-3224

FIND US ON THE WEB! www.larrystbird.com

SUPPLYING CONCOURS-
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY, 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
OVER 40 YEARS!

(800) 854-0393
GO FOR THE QUALITY

Dedicated to Excellence

�
�

�
CALL TODAY!

Like Us on 
Facebook

FREE 
Parts & 

Accessories 
Catalog!

Thunderbird

Dedicated to Excellence

THUNDERBIRD NEWS_4_Layout 1  3/21/14  4:53 PM  Page 1
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To all members
Remember that this newsletter goes to press the 15th 
of each month. Please remember the date! 
If you want your article to appear, I need it by the 
15th!
We welcome any contributions that members can 
make to our newsletter! 
This year We want to feature stories about YOUR 
1955 Thunderbird 

Card Size____  $150.00
                           (NoN memberS)

Card Size____  $95.00
                           (memberS oNly)

ANNUAL RATES
for advertising
in the newsletter

Do you have any interesting photos of your car? Send 
it to me!
Do you have any interesting story about your car? 
Send them to me!

Full page____  $675.00
1/2 page______  $375.00
1/4 page______  $250.00

TECH TALK PAGE

	  
“Shop Talk” articles courtesy of 
Classic Auto Supply Company.
This article appeared in the CASCO 
newsletter Aug 2015

 

WHAT’S MISSING FROM YOUR OIL MAY BE DESTROYING YOUR ENGINE
What is ZDDP? There 
seems to be a problem 
with the oil you are 
probably using in your 
TBird. An oil additive 
known as ZDDP 
(Zinc Dialkyl Dithio 
phosphate) has been 
gradually removed from 
commercially available 
engine oils.

There are two main reasons for the 
diminishing use of ZDDP in our oils. 
First, the EPA has required new car 
auto makers to guarantee that catalytic 
converters will last 100K miles. The 
use of ZDDP is hard on catalytic 
converters. Second, cars that have 
roller rocker assemblies do not need 
ZDDP.
What does ZDDP do for our engines? 
ZDDP is a surface modifier. It 
modifies bearing to journal surface 
characteristics to prevent metal 

to metal contact. Under the right 
conditions of heat and pressure it plates 
over the contact surface and provides 
a sacrificial coating. As it breaks 
down, it dissipates into the oil where 
it remains in suspension until the right 
conditions are met and the process 
starts over again. This cycle reduces 
the possibility of scuffing and galling.
We have spoken to our cam supplier 
and they agree that currently available 
oils are different and they would 
suggest using an additive that replaces 
the missing ZDDP. How do we replace 
ZDDP? CASCO has reviewed the 
available products and have settled on 
a product called ZDDPlus. ZDDPlus 
is a concentrated 4 ounce bottle that 
you simply add at every oil change. 
It is recommended for all engines 
built before 1988 that have flat tappet 
setups. We offering ZDDPlus as part 
number Z4 which sells for $10.35 per 
4 ounce bottle.
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The purpose of this Thunderbird registry 
is to find and document as many of these 

fine cars as possible.  All information 
is welcome, even if the car has been 
totaled, parted out, or sold to a new 

owner.  
To this date I have registered over 

17,000 Classic Thunderbirds worldwide.  
To register your Thunderbird, please 

send the VIN and all other codes from
the data plate on your Thunderbird to:  

David Tulowitzky 
14191 Tudball Ave.

Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Ph. 941-764-0312

or email: tulobird@aol.com

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YOUR 
CLASSIC THUNDERBIRD?

REGISTRY 1955-56-57 THUNDERBIRD



RADIATORS
We have 3 & 4

row core radiators
available for your

Thunderbird!

-HEAVY-DUTY - 4 ROW, STD. CORE WITH

1/2” TUBES ON 9/16” CENTER

-HIGH EFFICIENCY - 4 ROW, HIGH EFFICIENCY

CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 3/8” CENTER

-OPTIMA - 4 ROW, MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY

CORE WITH 1/2” TUBES ON 5/16” CENTER

8005-STD 55/57, 3 row core . . 359.95
8005-HD 55/57, Heavy Duty. . 399.95
8005-HE 55/57, High Efficiency 489.95
8005-OPT 55/57, ‘Optima’ . . . . 549.95
8005-ALUM 55/57, Light weight &

superior cooling. . . . 259.95

FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT
Give your T-Bird the stopping power it

deserves!  Everything you see is
included in the kit, from rotors & calipers

to bearings & seals, its’ all there.
With easy to follow instructions, you’ll
be back on the road with a superior

braking system in no time.

2000-DBK 55/57 . . . . . . . . 1034.50

TOP WEATHERSTRIP KITS
We have been told that all of our hardtop

& soft top weatherstrips are 
“The Best Available”.  

We carry both types of hardtop weatherstrips!

HARDTOP KITS
51500-AK 55/Early 56, 7 Pc. Kit . 394.95
51501-BK Late 56/57, 7 Pc. Kit. . 394.95

SOFT TOP KIT
51502-CK 10 Pc. Kit. . . . . . . . . . 394.95

FRONT & REAR BRAKE DRUMS
MADE IN THE USA!

1125 55/57, Front . . . . . . 124.95
1126 55/57, Rear . . . . . . 129.95

COWL MOUNT ANTENNA
We have a high quality reproduction

antenna for your 1955-57 T-Bird!  
This cowl mount antenna has the

“ring”, As Original.  

Our kit includes antenna with plastic
base & rubber pad.

18813-AR 55/57 . . . . . . . kit 59.95

REAR LEAF SPRINGS
New reproduction leaf springs
are the “Original Style” leaf
spring.  Banded - as original,
with cupped & rounded leaf
ends & steel front bushing.

You cannot buy a better set
of leaf springs anywhere!

5560-B 56/57 . . . . pr. 389.90 

REAR SPRING MAJOR
OVERHAUL KIT

KIT INCLUDES:
3 2 - Rear shackle kit
3 2 - Front bushing bolt & nut
3 2 - Front bushing
3 4 - Spring mounting retainer
3 4 - Spring mounting insulator
3 12 or 16 - Anti-squeaks
3 2 - Center bolt & nut

5550-AKR 55 . . . . . . . . . . kit 139.95
5550-BKR 56/57. . . . . . . . kit 124.95

15515-AR 15515-BRCHROME 
BACKUP LAMP HOUSING

15515-AR 55, Stamped steel 27.35
15515-BR 56/57, Die cast, 

with reflector. . . . 38.95

UPPER & LOWER BALL JOINT
KIT

Upper & lower ball joint with original
style washers & seals!

3051-K 55/57, New . . . . . 194.95

WATER
PUMP

New
reproduction
for your 55/57
Thunderbird, with
correct engineering
numbers in the casting!

8501-R 55/57 . . . . . . . . . 124.95

MADE IN

THE

USA!

UPHOLSTERY KIT
Upholstery Kit Includes:  Seat Covers,

Backrest Board, Door Panels, Quarter
Panel Cardboards, Windlace, Garnish Rail

Covers, Arm Rest Covers, Welt Cord
Beading, Vinyl Floor Cover, Dash Cover,

Drop Curtain & Carpet CALL FOR PRICING!

NEWREPRODUCTION!

EXHAUST MANIFOLD
This Manifold can be used on all 272, 292 & 312 Y-Block

Engines with dual exhaust. This is an excellent
reproduction with original engineering number in the

casting!
9430-EDB RH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.00


