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Related Materials: Additional materials related to the Harry Edward Berndt Papers can be
found in the following collections:

Metro Housing Resources (S0772)
Processed by: Processed by Kenn Thomas, February 7, 2018
Biographical Note:

Harry Edward Berndt was born on June 9, 1926, and received a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Kent State University in 1951. Berndt worked as an industrial engineer and factory manager for
the next fifteen years, eventually becoming a senior management analyst for the Monsanto
Corporation in 1966. During his tenure at Monsanto, Berndt was in charge of preparing all
systems and procedures for the firm’s AstroTurf Enterprise. He subsequently developed a "for
profit" joint effort between Monsanto and the Union Sarah Economic Development Corporation
to manufacture and sell products made from off quality and obsolete AstroTurf for inner city
residents of North St. Louis. After Monsanto’s Board of Directors rejected the plan, Berndt left
Monsanto in 1970, believing the company had shirked their corporate responsibility to help the
underprivileged.

After leaving Monsanto, Berndt accepted a four-year scholarship from Washington University,
St. Louis, where he earned a Master’s degree in sociology in 1972 and a Doctor of Philosophy
degree in 1975. Berndt remained involved in urban problems, writing his dissertation on
community development corporations as a response to poverty. During this period of his career,
Berndt also served as director of research and venture formation for the Union-Sarah Community
Development Corporation from 1971 to 1976, where he coordinated new venture start-ups,
including drafting business plans and maintaining relationships with new ventures until they
were self-sufficient. Berndt subsequently became the executive director of Metro Housing
Resources (MHR), an organization that advocated for fair-housing options for all metro St. Louis
residents. Under Berndt’s leadership, MHR monitored St. Louis City and County’s housing
policies, ultimately submitting several administrative complaints against St. Louis County for
failing its duty to provide fair housing for low-income residents.

In 1982, Harry Berndt closed MHR, citing the Reagan administration’s lack of support for fair
housing. Berndt spent the remainder of his career as an adjunct sociology professor at the
Florissant Valley and Meramec branches of St. Louis Community College, where he continued
his research interests in community development, urban sociology, intercultural and interracial
relations, and organizational analysis. Berndt continues to write poetry, essays, and books,
including New Rules in the Ghetto: Community Development and Urban Poverty and Only a
Priest (2010), a biography of civil rights and labor activist Monsignor John Alexander Shocklee.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged into 7 series:
Biographical Material

Publications and Writings

Correspondence
Monsanto AstroTurf Dispute
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Teaching
Subject Files
Newspaper Clippings

Scope and Content Note:
Biographical Material

This series contains materials related to Harry Berndt’s life and achievements, including
Berndt’s resumes detailing his experiences in corporate management and community
development; letters of recommendation written by colleagues citing Berndt’s skills in
management and interpersonal skills as they pertained to the community development
corporations; and his Washington University transcripts. Other materials of interest include a
transcript of an oral history interview State Historical Society of Missouri archivist Kenn
Thomas conducted with Berndt on August 20, 2008, as well as a 1918 patent for a blowpipe
carrier held by Berndt’s grandfather, George Nevergold. This series is arranged alphabetically.

Publications and Writings

This series contains articles, essays, and letters-to-the-editor Harry Berndt authored during his
life as a student at Kent State University and Washington University, as the executive director of
Metro Housing Resources, and as an adjunct sociology professor at St. Louis Community
College. Materials of interest include Harry Berndt’s dissertation, “Community Development
Corporation as a Response to Poverty,” as well as an Introduction to Sociology manuscript
Berndt wrote for his sociology classes. The Publications and Writings series also includes
Berndt’s Only a Priest manuscript, including correspondence related to his research and
publication of the book. One folder of undated poetry written by Berndt comprises the rest of this
series. The series is arranged alphabetically.

Correspondence

This series consists of correspondence sent and received by Harry Berndt from 1960 to 2016,
relating to his proposed AstroTurf project between Monsanto and the Sarah-Union Economic
Development Corporation; open housing for minorities in St. Louis City and County; the
Vietnam War and conscientious objectors; American intervention in El Salvador; and Berdnt’s
opposition to the Bush Administration. Correspondents include Key Drey,

Ann Manganaro, Monsignor John Shocklee, and Richard Gephardt. This series is arranged
chronologically.

Monsanto AstroTurf Dispute

This series holds correspondence, slide presentations, and supply inventories regarding Berndt’s
proposal for Monsanto and the Sarah-Union Development Corporation to form a “for-profit”
partnership to manufacture and sell products from off quality and obsolete Astroturf products to
North St. Louis residents. Materials of interest include two folders of correspondence sent to and
from Harry Berndt regarding Monsanto’s rejection of the partnership with Sarah-Union, as well
as Berndt’s efforts to involve Monsanto in the St. Louis Inner City Tennis Program. The
Monsanto and AstroTurf Dispute series also contains Harry Berndt’s business plan for the Sarah-
Union partnership and includes sections on marketing, manufacturing, and employment, as well
as a startup plan for the venture. This series is arranged alphabetically.

Go to top



(S0851) Harry Edward Berndt Papers Page 4
Sociology Coursework and Teaching

This series contains class notes, sociology research articles, and transparencies used by Harry
Berndt as a master’s student and doctoral candidate at Washington University, and as an
instructor of sociology. The Sociology Class folders contain Berndt’s classroom notes, as well as
essays Berndt wrote on social deviance, social problems and social policy, and social
psychology. The largest portion of this series consists of sociology papers Berndt used to
supplement his research and teaching, as well as ungraded papers students submitted to Berndt.
This series is arranged alphabetically.

Working and Subject Files

This series consists of research materials collected by Harry Berndt to supplement his writing on
housing and race in St. Louis City and County and Monsignor John Shocklee, as well as the
American Health Care System, the War on Terror, and Gun Control. Some of the folders in these
files contain correspondence sent to and received by Harry Berndt about the topics covered in the
folder. Materials of interest include a transcript of a conversation Berndt had with Kay Drey over
their disagreements over integration management and publications produced by the Voluntary
Interdistrict Coordinating Council entitled Fulfilling the Dream, documenting integration efforts
in St. Louis City Schools. The series also contains several folders on Metro Housing Resources,
including an analysis Berndt wrote on the effectiveness of the agency. This series is arranged
alphabetically.

Newspaper Clippings
This series contains news clippings collected by Berndt on a wide range of topics including
urban housing, integration, prisons, and welfare reform from 1966 to 1987. The Newspaper

Clippings series is arranged chronologically.

Container List:

f. 1-4 Biographical Material
Box 001 f. 1 Abstracts, Visas and Transcripts, 1975-1985
f.2 Archives, including Oral History Interview, 2008
f3 Certificates, 1969-2009
f. 4 Grandfather’s Patent, 1918 (George Nevergold; for a
blow-pipe carrier)
f. 5-20 Publications and Writings
f. 5-10 Articles, Essays, and letter, 1970-1979
f. 11 “Community Development Corporation As a Response

to Poverty” dissertation for Washington University by
Harry Edward Berndt, May 1977

f. 12 Health Care, 2017
f. 13 Introduction to Sociology: A Conflict Perspective, 2001
f. 14 Only a Priest, Correspondence, 2010-2012
f. 15 Only a Priest, Manuscript, 2010
f. 16-19 Papers (School Papers and Research Articles), 1948-
1987
Box 002 f. 20 Poetry, no date
f.21-24 Correspondence
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f. 25-33

f. 34-63

Box 003

Box 004

f. 64-180

Box 005

f.21-24

1960-2016

Monsanto Astroturf Dispute

f. 25

f. 26
f.27-28
f. 29
f. 30-33

Astroturf Training Slide Presentation and
Correspondence, 1972

Business Plan, 1971

Correspondence, 1966-1971

Research and Development, 1970

Supply Orders, 1968-1969

Sociology Coursework and Teaching

f. 34
f. 35
f. 36
f.37
f. 38-39
f. 40
f. 41-46
f. 47-57
f. 58
f. 59
f. 60
f. 61-62
f. 63

Aging Class, 1997

History of Social Theory, 1973

Social Sciences Reprints, 1957-1965
Social Stratification, 1973, 1981
Sociology Class, 1971-1972

Sociology Introduction, Transparencies, no date
Sociology Papers, A-Z, no date
Sociology Papers, 1963-1986

Sociology Publications, 1948, 1981-1985
Social Problems Class, 1988

Teaching, 1971

Teaching Materials, 1973-1987, no date
Teaching Transparencies, no date

Working and Subject Files

f. 64

f. 65-69
f. 70
f.71
f.72
f.73
f. 74-76
f.77
f. 78
£.79
f. 80

f. 81
f. 82
f. 83
f. 84
f. 85
f. 86
f. 87

f. 88-90
f. 91-92
f. 93
f. 94
f. 95
f. 96

Administrative Performance: A Case Study of St. Louis
City, 1980

Background Articles, 1998-2014

Bicycling, 1991

Board of Election Commissioners, Annual Report, 1991

Bush, George Walker, 2001, 2006

Carter Center, 2002

Catholicism, 1998-2014

Central America and Liberation Theology, 1984-1985

Clinton, William Jefferson, 1998

Columbia University, 1985-1986

Community Development Agency Block Grant Report,
May 1984

Crimes and Prisons, 2014

Crisis Intervention, James Laue, 1975

Desegregation, 1995-2001

Deviance, 1998-2007

Deviants and Prisons, 1984-1991

Directory of Assisted Housing, St. Louis County, 1984

Drey, Kay; Interview Re: Integration management,
no date

Economic Sector, 2002-2008

Economics, 1998-2014

Education, 1985-1992

Ethics, 1987-2002

Evans, Pearlie, no date

Fair Housing Organizations, 1977
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Box 006

Box 007

Box 008

f. 97
f. 98
f. 99
f. 100
f. 101
f. 102
f. 103

f. 104
f. 105
f. 106
f. 107
f. 108
f. 109
f. 110
f. 111
f. 112
f. 113
f. 114-115
f. 116
f. 117
f. 118
f. 119
f. 120-121
f. 122
f. 123-124
f. 125
f. 126-127
f. 128
f. 129
f. 130
f. 131-135
f. 136-137
f. 138
f. 139
f. 140
f. 141
f. 142-143
f. 144
f. 145
f. 146-147
f. 148
f. 149-152
f. 153-156
f. 157
f. 158
f. 159
f. 160-161
f. 162
f. 163

Fair Labor Standards Act, 1972
Gender, 1999-2007

Gephardt, Richard, 1988-2003
Gun Control, 2014

Health Care System, 2003-2013
Housing Activist Fliers, no date

Housing Inequality in St. Louis City and County by

Harry E. Berndt, 1984
Housing and Community Development, 1978
Housing Newspaper Clippings, 1987-1988
Housing Publications, 1977-1986
Hunger, 1970
Immigration and Genealogy, 2007-2008
The Insurgent Sociologist, 1974
Integration and Race, 2003-2009
Interfaith Housing, 1989-1990
Interracial and Intercultural Relations, 1972
Jefferson College, 1992
Journals, 1959-1986
Just War, 1999-2017
Kennedy, Ted, 2009
Labor Project One, 2010-2017
Marriage and Family, 1983-2003
Metro Housing Resources, 1978-1975
Metro Housing Resources, A Case Study, no date
Military, 1993-2013
Notes, no date
Obama, Barack, 2008-2015
Papers of Interest, 1967-1981
Perot, Ross, 1992
Pharmaceutical Industry, 1970-1971
Politics, 1981-2015
Pope Francis, 2004-2015
Population and Aging, 1970-1981
Poverty, 1974-1978
Presentation Transparencies, no date
Proposal Writing, 1976-1985
Publications, 1945-1988
Race, 1963-2014
Rawick, George, 1971-1990
Religion, 1997-2009

Religious Committee for Workplace Fairness, 1981

Republicans, 2011-2014

Right to Work, 1978-2009

Ritter, Cardinal John, 2007

Running, 1986-1988

St. Louis City Housing Authority, 1981
Subject Files, 2001-2013

Sweden, 1972

Taxes, Articles on, 2001
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f. 164 Theory, 1992-2002

f. 165 Tsongas, Paul, 1992

f. 166-167 Union Sarah Economic Development Corporation, 1973

f. 168 United Nations, 2006

f. 169 Urban Demography and Ecology, 1976

f. 170-174 Urbanization, 1976-2001, no date

f. 175 Vietnam, 1961-1971

f. 176 War On Terrorism, 2001-2002

f. 177 Washington University Sociology Department, 1971-

2014

f. 178 Working and Economics, 1992-2014

f. 179 World Population, no date

f. 180 Yeatman Economic Development Corporation, no date

f. 181-183 Newspaper Clippings

f. 181-183 1966-1985

Index:
Index Folder

Aging 34
Berndt, Harry Edward, 1926 - Only A Priest 14-15
‘Blown glass |4
Catholic Church 74-76
‘Community development corporations |7 1, 166-167
‘Crime |81
‘Deviant behavior |84-85
‘Discrimination in housing |6
Drey, Kay, 1933- 87
‘Economics |9 1-92
‘Education |93
‘Emigration and Immigration |108
Ethics 94
‘Evans, Pearlie |95
Francis, Pope, 1936- 136-137
‘Gephardt, Richard A. (Richard Andrew), 1941- |99
‘Gun control |100
‘Health care reform |12, 101
Housing 102-106
Kennedy, Edward M. (Edware Moore), 1932-2009 117
Labor 118
‘Manganaro, Ann |21
‘Marriage |1 19
‘Metro Housing Resources |120-122
‘Nevergold, George |4
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Index Folder
Obama, Barack 126-127
‘Pharmaceutical industry |l 30
‘Population |l 38
‘Poverty |l 14
Proposal writing in research 141
Race 144
‘Rawick, George |145
Religion 146-147
‘Religious Committee for Workplace Fairness |148
‘Republican Party (U.S. : 1854-) |149-152
Right to Labor 153-156
Ritter, Joseph, 1892-1967 157
‘Running |1 58
‘Shocklee, John |14- 15
‘Sociology |34-63
Sweden 162
‘Synthetic sporting surfaces |25-3 3
‘Taxation |l 63
‘Tsongas, Paul |l 65
Union-Sarah Economic Development Corporation 166-167
‘United Nations |l 68
Urbanization 170-174
Vietnam War, 1961-1967 175
'War on Terrorism, 2001-2009 179
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