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English Language Learner Program Components

Holt McDougal Literature  combines on–page instruction with 
unique technology tools and resources to provide the most 
comprehensive English Language Learner support available for 
students.

Point of Use Instruction with Every Selection

Language Coach supports English Language Learners with  
additional instruction in vocabulary, word parts, and idioms. 

Grammar in Context teaches grammar and mechanics skills in 
context with the literature.

Academic Vocabulary is defined and practiced in writing or 
speaking about the literature.

Media Tools to Enhance Instruction

WordSharp: An Interactive Vocabulary Tutor DVD is an  
independent, interactive vocabulary tutorial.

GrammarNotes DVD includes PowerPoint® presentations to 
teach grammar and mechanics.

PowerNotes®: Lessons and Motivational Videos DVD include 
PowerPoint presentations to provide background knowledge 
for selections with vocabulary instruction.
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Guide to English for Newcomers offers curriculum and instruction for 
a four-week introductory course in survival vocabulary and language 
structures for students new to the country. An introduction to academic 
vocabulary necessary for the school environment is included.

English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader provides  
linguistically accommodated and adapted text for selections from the 
Essential Course of Study with specifically designed instruction to 
build English language skills, including visual and academic  
vocabulary, grammar in context, and graphic organizers to support 
concept building.

The Audio Tutor CD provides an  
audio version of the text for each 
selection in the reader. In addition, 
in another voice, the annotations 
and questions in each selection are 
read in English or Spanish. 

The English Language Learner 
Adapted Interactive Reader Teacher’s 
Guide includes comprehensive  
instruction designed to support 
comprehension, develop 
vocabulary, and enhance language 
skills. 
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English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader

Language Coach instructional annotations support vocabulary and 
word building.

Graphic Organizers visually depict skills and concepts.

Academic Vocabulary words are used in academic speaking and 
writing tasks to maximize understanding. Students learn the words 
personally—then in the context of writing and speaking about the 
selection.  

Adapted Text selections have been linguistically accommodated by 
altering sentence structure, vocabulary, and complexity to support 
transition into English.

Targeted Fluency Passages are on-page identifications of passages 
to use for fluency practice.

Visual Vocabulary scaffolds words used in each selection with a  
visual representation.

Instructional Features in the Student Reader 
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provides  
instruction in grammar and  
mechanics issues that appear in 
the context of each selection.

ELL Differentiation on every page of the Teacher’s Guide is aligned to 
English Language Learner Proficiency Levels.

Academic Vocabulary in 
Action expands students’ 
use of these critically  
important words.
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The selections included in this preview are highlighted.

Grade 9
Literary and Reading Skill Selection Author

Conflict, Visualize Short Story, The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell

Irony, Predict Short Story, The Gift of the Magi O. Henry

Synthesize, Draw Conclusions 

Paired Selections

Short Story, from Four Good Legs Between Us 

Timeline, Seabiscuit

Radio Transcript, Races on the Radio: Santa 
Anita Handicap

Laura Hillenbrand

Narrative Poetry, Strategies for Reading 
Poetry

Paired Selections

Poem, The Raven 

Poem, Incident in a Rose Garden

Edgar Allan Poe

Donald Justice

Character Motivation, Make Inferences Short Story, The Necklace Guy de Maupassant

Characterization in Autobiography, 
Analyze Perspectives

Autobiography, from I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings

Maya Angelou

Characterization Across Genres, Set a 
Purpose for Reading

Paired Selections

Biography, from Rosa Parks

Poem, Rosa

Douglass Brinkley

Rita Dove

Details of Setting, Analyze Imagery Short Story, A Christmas Memory Truman Capote

Setting as Symbol, Analyze Details Short Story, Through a Tunnel Doris Lessing

Mood, Paraphrase Short Story, The Cask of Amontillado Edgar Allan Poe

Reading Primary Sources, Cite  
Evidence

Paired Selections

Travel Narrative, from A Walk in the Woods

Letter, Wilderness Letter

Bill Bryson

Wallace Stegner

Symbol, Make Inferences, Characters Short Story, The Scarlet Ibis James Hurst

Universal Theme, Reading Poetry for 
Theme

Paired Selections
Poem, Poem on Returning to Dwell in the 
Country

Poem, My Heart Leaps Up

Poem, The Sun

T’ao Ch’ien

William Wordsworth

Mary Oliver

Theme Across Genres, Set a Purpose 
for Reading

Paired Selections

Short Story, Two Kinds

Poem, Rice and Rose Bowl Blues

Amy Tan

Diane Mei Lin Mark

Text Features, Take Notes

Paired Selections

Magazine Article, Who Killed the Iceman?

Process Description, Skeletal Sculptures

National Geographic

Donna M. Jackson

Author’s Purpose, Interpret Graphic 
Aids

Magazine Article, The Lost Boys Sara Corbett

Consumer Documents, Adjust Reading 
Rates

Consumer Documents, Consumer Documents: 
From the Manufacturer to You

English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader Table of Contents
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Grade 9, Continued 

Literary and Reading Skill Selection Author
Argument, Understand Rhetorical 
Devices

Speech, I Have a Dream
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Persuasive Techniques, Summarize Testimony, Testimony Before the Senate Michael J. Fox

Fact and Opinion, Recognize Bias

Paired Selections

Magazine Article, How Private Is Your Private 
Life? 

Newspaper Editorial, The Privacy Debate: One 
Size Doesn’t Fit All

Andrea Rock

Arthur M. Ahalt

Elegy, Diction, Paraphrase

Paired Selections

Poem, Spring is like a perhaps hand

Poem, Elegy for the Giant Tortoises 

Poem, Today

e.e. cummings

Margaret Atwood

Billy Collins

Realism, Analyze Sequence

Paired Selections

Short Story, Where Have You Gone, Charming 
Billy?

Interview, Tim O’Brien: The Naked Soldier 

Tim O’Brien

Tone, Paraphrase Essay, A Few Words Mary Oliver

Farce, Visualize Drama, “The Sneeze” from The Good Doctor
Neil Simon, Based 
on a Story by Anton 
Chekhov

Memoir, Use Allusions to Make  
Inferences 

Memoir, from Angela’s Ashes Frank McCourt

Influence of Author’s Background,  
Connect

Short Story, American History Judith Ortiz Cofer

Identify Controlling Ideas Magazine Article, Special Report Kenneth T. Walsh

Shakespearean Drama, Reading Shake-
spearean Drama

Drama, from The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet William Shakespeare

Shakespearean Drama Critical Review, Great Movies: Romeo and Juliet Roger Ebert

Characteristics of an Epic Epic, from The Odyssey
Homer, Translated by 
Robert Fitzgerald

VIITeacher’s Guide Preview



The selections included in this preview are highlighted.

Grade 10

Literary and Reading Skill Selection Author
Plot and Conflict, Draw Conclusions Short Story, Harrison Bergeron Kurt Vonnegut Jr.

Conflict and Character, Make  
Inferences

Short Story, Everyday Use Alice Walker

Setting and Conflict, Predict Short Story, To Build a Fire Jack London

Character Motivation, Make  
Inferences

Short Story, The Possibility of Evil Shirley Jackson

Characterization in Nonfiction,  
Author’s Purpose 

Essay, The Teacher Who Changed My 
Life

Nicholas Gage

Characters in a Farce, Strategies for 
Reading a Play

Drama, A Marriage Proposal Anton Chekhov

First-Person Point of View, Make  
Inferences

Short Story, By the Waters of Babylon Stephen Vincent Benet

Chronological Order, Draw  
Conclusions

Short Story, There Will Come Soft Rains Ray Bradbury

Theme and Setting, Monitor Short Story, The Interlopers Saki

Theme and Character, Draw 
 Conclusions

Short Story, When Mr. Pirzada Came to 
Dine

Jhumpa Lahiri

Universal Theme, Understanding 
Verbal Irony

Paired Selections
Poem, Do not weep, maiden, for war is 
kind
Poem, the sonnet-ballad

Stephen Crane

Gwendolyn Brooks

Tone and Diction, Recognize  
Classification 

Humorous Essay, Why Leaves Turn 
Colors in the Fall

Diane Ackerman

Interpret Graphic Aids Textbook Diagram, How a Leaf Works

Author’s Perspective, Monitor Short Story, And of Clay Are We Created Isabel Allende

Argument, Distinguish Fact from 
Opinion

Personal Essay, Doing Nothing Is  
Something

Anna Quindlen

Persuasive Techniques, Summarize Essay, I Acknowledge Mine Jane Goodall

Counterarguments, Summarize and 
Critique 

Position Paper, Use of Animals in  
Biomedical Research

American Medical  
Association

Sound Devices, Reading Poetry

Paired Selections
Poem, There Will Come Soft Rains
Poem, Meeting at Night
Poem, The Sound of Night

Sara Teasdale

Robert Browning

Maxine Kumin

English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader Table of Contents
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Grade 10, Continued 

Literary and Reading Skill Selection Author

Sonnet, Strategies for Reading  
Sonnets

Paired Selections
Poem, Sonnet 18
Poem, “Sonnet XXX” from Fatal  
Interview

William Shakespeare

Edna St. Vincent Millay

Ballads, Understand Dialect

Paired Selections
Poem, Lord Randall
Poem, Ballad/Balada
Poem, Midwinter Blues

Anonymous

Gabriela Mistral

Langston Hughes

Poe’s Style, Paraphrase Short Story, The Pit and the Pendulum Edgar Allan Poe

Frost’s Style, Make Inferences
Paired Selections
Poem, Birches
Poem, Mending Wall

Robert Frost

Cisneros’s Style and Voice, Identify 
Author’s Purpose

Paired Selections
Personal Essay, Only Daughter
Fiction, from Carmelo

Sandra Cisneros

Cultural Characteristics, Monitor Memoir, from Farewell to Manzanar
Jeanne Wakatsuki 
Houston and James D. 
Houston

Analyze Rhetorical Devices
Speech, A Eulogy for Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Robert F. Kennedy

Moral Dilemma, Predict Short Story, Marriage Is a Private Affair Chinua Achebe

Parody Across Genres, Set a Purpose 
for Reading

Paired Selections
Novel, from Don Quixote
Musical Play, from Man of La Mancha

Miguel de Cervantes

Dale Wasserman 

Shakespearean Drama, Reading 
Shakespearean Drama 

Drama, from The Tragedy of Julius 
Caesar

William Shakespeare

IXTeacher’s Guide Preview



The selections included in this preview are highlighted.

Grade 11

Literary and Reading Skill Selection Author
Creation Myths, Reading Folk  
Literature

Iroquois Myth, The World on the Turtle’s 
Back

Historical Context, Reading a  
Primary Source

Report, from La Relación Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca

Figurative Language, Clarify Older 
Poetry

Paired Selections

Poem, To My Dear and Loving Husband 
Upon the Burning of Our House

Poem, Huswifery 

Anne Bradstreet

Edward Taylor

Persuasion, Analyze Emotional  
Appeals

Sermon, from Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God

Jonathan Edwards

Conventions of Drama, Draw  
Conclusions About Characters

Drama, from The Crucible Arthur Miller

Understand Historical Context,  
Synthesize 

Paired Selections

Online Article, McCarthyism

Newspaper Article, The Demons of Salem, 
With Us Still

Memoir, from Timebends

Victor Navasky

Arthur Miller

Rhetorical Devices, Reading  
Persuasive Speech

Speech, Speech in the Virginia Convention Patrick Henry

Argument, Analyze Text Structure
Public Document, The Declaration of 
Independence

Thomas Jefferson

Satire, Analyze Imagery Short Story, The Devil and Tom Walker Washington Irving

Stanza and Rhyme Scheme,  
Reading Traditional Poetry 

Paired Selections

Poem, A Psalm of Life

Poem, The Tide Rises, The Tide Falls
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Transcendentalism, Identify Theme

Paired Selections

Essay, from Self-Reliance

Essay, from Nature
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Essay, Evaluate Ideas Essay, from Walden Henry David Thoreau

Sound Devices, Make Inferences Poem, The Raven Edgar Allan Poe

Symbol, Identify Cultural  
Characteristics

Short Story, The Minister’s Black Veil Nathaniel Hawthorne

Free Verse, Analyze Tone

Paired Selections

Poem, “I Hear America Singing” from 
Song of Myself

Poem, A Noiseless Patient Spider 

Poem, Beat! Beat! Drums!

Walt Whitman

English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader Table of Contents
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Grade 11, Continued 

Literary and Reading Skill Selection Author

Dickinson’s Style

Paired Selections

Poem, Because I could not stop for Death

Poem, Success is counted sweetest

Poem, Much madness is divinest sense

Poem, My life closed twice before its close

Poem, The soul selects her own society

Poem, I heard a fly buzz—when I died

Poem, My life had stood—a Loaded Gun

Emily Dickinson

Style, Analyze Author’s Purpose
Slave Narrative, from Narrative of the Life 
of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave

Frederick Douglass

Crane’s Style, Make Inferences Short Story, An Occurrence at Owl Creek 
Bridge

Stephen Crane

Irony and Overstatement, Predict
Autobiography, from The Autobiography 
of Mark Twain

Mark Twain

Theme, Analyze Author’s  
Perspective

Short Story, The Law of Life Jack London

Theme, Analyze Patterns of  
Organization

Short Story, The Story of an Hour Kate Chopin

Speaker, Analyze Rhythm and  
Repetition

Paired Selections]

Poem, Harlem

Poem, The Negro Speaks of Rivers

Poem, I, Too

Poem, The Weary Blues

Langston Hughes

Rhetorical Techniques, Identify Main 
Ideas

Essay, How It Feels to Be Colored Me Zora Neale Hurston

Frost’s Style, Recognize Ambiguity

Paired Selections

Poem, Acquainted with the Night

Poem, Nothing Gold Can Stay

Poem, “Out, Out—”

Robert Frost

Stream of Consciousness, Summa-
rize Stanzas

Poem, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock T. S. Eliot

Point of View, Analyze Sequence Short Story, A Rose for Emily William Faulkner

Subjectivity in Reporting, Analyze 
Descriptive Details

Short Story, A New Kind of War Ernest Hemingway

Characterization and Tone, Analyze 
Historical Context

Short Story, Adam Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.

Allusion, Elements of an Argument Letter, from Letter from Birmingham Jail Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Analyze Text and Graphics
Government Document, All Across the 
U.S.A.: Population Distribution and  
Composition, 2000 

Voice, Analyze Structure 
Essay, Straw into Gold: The  
Metamorphosis of the Everyday 

Sandra Cisneros
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The selections included in this preview are highlighted.

Grade 12

Literary and Reading 
Skill Selection Author

Epic, Reading Old English Poetry Epic Poem, from Beowulf 
The Beowulf Poet, Translated 
by Burton Raffel

Historical Writing, Analyze  
Author’s Purpose

Historical Writing, from A History of the English 
Church and People

The Venerable Bede

Characterization, Paraphrase Poem, “Prologue” from Canterbury Tales
Geoffrey Chaucer, Translated 
by Nevill Coghill

Synthesize, Draw Conclusions 

[Paired Selectons]

Excerpt, from A Distant Mirror 

Magazine Article, In the Footsteps of the Faithful 

Map and Illustrations, Pilgrimage Sites

Barbara Tuchman

Taras Grescoe

Medieval Romance, Make  
Inferences

Romance, from Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
The Gawain Poet, Translated 
by John Gardner

Shakespearean Sonnet, Analyze 
Imagery 

Paired Selections

Poem, Sonnet 18

Poem, Sonnet 29

Poem, Sonnet 116

Poem, Sonnet 130

William Shakespeare

Shakespearean Tragedy, Reading 
Shakespearean Drama

Drama, from The Tragedy of Macbeth William Shakespeare

Rhetorical Devices, Draw  
Conclusions 

Paired Selections

Fiction, from Utopia

Speech, Speech Before the Spanish Armada  
Invasion

Sir Thomas More

Queen Elizabeth I  

Allusion, Reading Difficult Texts Epic Poem, from Paradise Lost John Milton

Metaphysical Conceit, Interpret 
Ideas

Paired Selections

Poem, A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning

Poem, Holy Sonnet 10

Nonfiction, from Meditation 17

John Donne

Theme, Interpret Figurative 
Language

Paired Selections

Poem, To His Coy Mistress

Poem, To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time

Poem, To Althea, from Prison

Andrew Marvell

Robert Herrick

Richard Lovelace

Diary, Connect to History Diary, from The Diary of Samuel Pepys Samuel Pepys

Satire, Identify Proposition and 
Support

Essay, A Modest Proposal Jonathan Swift

Voice, Analyze Author’s Purpose
Dictionary, “A Dictionary of the English  
Language” from The Preface Selected Entries

Samuel Johnson

Counterargument, Use Historical 
Context

Essay, from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman Mary Wollstonecraft

English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader Table of Contents
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Grade 12, Continued 

Literary and Reading 
Skill Selection Author

Symbol, Compare and Contrast 
Poems

Paired Selections

Poem, “The Lamb” from Songs of Innocence

Poem, “The Chimney Sweeper” from Songs of 
Innocence

Poem, “The Little Boy Lost” from Songs of  
Innocence

Poem, “The Little Boy Found” from Songs of 
Innocence

Poem, “The Tyger” from Songs of Experience

Poem, “The Chimney Sweeper” from Songs of 
Experience 

Poem, “The Sick Rose” from Songs of Experience

William Blake

Romantic Poetry, Analyze  
Stylistic Elements

Paired Selections

Poem, Lines Composed a Few Miles Above  
Tintern Abbey

Poem, Composed upon Westminster Bridge, 
September 3, 1802

Poem, The World Is Too Much with Us

Poem, I Wandered Lonely As a Cloud

William Wordsworth

Literary Ballad, Reading Narra-
tive Poetry 

Poem, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Rhythmic Patterns, Understand 
Historical Context

Paired Selections

Poem, Ozymandias

Poem, Ode to the West Wind

Poem, To a Skylark

Poem, Sonnet: England in 1819

Percy Bysshe Shelley

Compare and Contrast

Paired Selections

Preface, from Preface to Lyrical Ballads

Essay, from A Defense of Poetry

William Wordsworth

Percy Bysshe Shelley

Ode, Imagery, Paraphrase

Paired Selections

Poem, When I Have Fears That I May Cease to Be

Poem, To Autumn

Poem, Ode to a Grecian Urn

Poem, Ode to a Nightingale

John Keats

Mood, Analyze Speaker 

Paired Selections

Poem, The Lady of Shalott

Poem, Ulysses

Poem, from In Memoriam Crossing the Bar

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Dramatic Monologue, Make 
Inferences About Speakers

Paired Selections

Poem, My Last Duchess

Poem, Porphyria’s Lover

Robert Browning

Persuasion, Recognize Ideas 
Paired Selections

Critical Commentary, Evidence of Progress

Critical Commentary, The Condition of England

Thomas Babington  
Macaulay

Thomas Carlyle
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Grade 12, Continued 

Literary and Reading 
Skill Selection Author

Theme, Analyze Speaker 

Paired Selections

Poem, Dover Beach

Poem, To Marguerite—Continued

Matthew Arnold

Style, Reading Modern Verse

Paired Selections

Poem, Preludes

Poem, The Hollow Men

Poem, The Naming of Cats

T. S. Eliot

Theme, Draw Conclusions Short Story, The Rocking-Horse Winner D. H. Lawrence

Symbol, Clarify Meaning in 
Poetry

Paired Selections

Poem, Sailing to Byzantium

Poem, The Second Coming

Poem, When You Are Old

William Butler Yeats

First-Person Point of View,  
Analyze Descriptive Details

Short Story, Araby James Joyce

Reflective Essay, Analyze  
Cause-and-Effect Relationships

Essay, Shooting an Elephant George Orwell

Speech, Identify Main Ideas
Speech, from The Speeches, 
May 19, 1940

Winston Churchill

Free Verse, Imagery, Analyze 
Word Choice

Paired Selections

Poem, Digging

Poem, The Horses

Seamus Heaney
Ted Hughes 

Cultural Conflict, Predict Short Story, Six Feet of Country Nadine Gordimer

English Language Learner Adapted Interactive Reader Table of Contents
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Best Practices Toolkit
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Analyze the causes of the war.  Identify 
at least three causes and explain how they 
contributed to the war.

totalitarian toh TAL uh TAIR 
ee uhn  n.: a characteristic of 
government in which the person or 
party in charge has absolute control
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GRADE 9
Sample Selection

The Gift of the Magi
by O. Henry
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What are you 
willing to
SACRIFICE?

What are you willing to 
SACRIFICE?
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Della had saved one dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. 
And sixty cents of it was in pennies. She had saved the pennies 
one and two at a time by bargaining with the grocer, the vegetable 
seller, and the butcher to lower their prices. At times, her cheeks 
had burned with shame, for she was certain these sellers thought 
she was stingy. She counted her money three times. One dollar 
and eighty-seven cents. And the next day was Christmas.

Gift
The

Magiof the
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Della decided there was nothing she could do except flop 
down on the shabby little couch and cry. So she did.

Della and her husband lived in a furnished apartment costing 
$8 per week. It didn’t exactly look like the home of a beggar, but 
it had no extras, either.

Just inside the building’s front door, in the vestibule below, 
there was a mailbox that a letter couldn’t fit in and a doorbell 
that didn’t ring. Near their doorbell was a card with the name 
“Mr. James Dillingham Young” on it.

For a short time, Mr. James Dillingham Young had done well 
for himself, making $30 per week. Now, his pay had shrunk to 
$20. With his pay cut, he’d lost his sense of place in the outside 
world. But whenever he came home, he was joyously greeted and 
hugged by his wife, Della. Which was all very good. 

Della finished her crying and dried her cheeks. She stood by 
the window and looked out dully at a gray cat walking along 
the top of a gray fence in a gray back yard. Tomorrow would be 
Christmas Day, and after all her saving, she had only $1.87 to 
buy Jim a present. There were always more expenses than she 
thought. She had spent many happy hours planning a gift for 
him, something fine and rare and perfect, something worthy of 
her special Jim.

Suddenly Della turned from the window and looked at 
herself in the tall, old mirror. Her eyes were shining brightly, but 
her face had become pale. Quickly she pulled down her hair and 
let it fall loosely around her.

Jim and Della were proud of two things, Jim’s gold watch, 
which had been his father’s and his grandfather’s, and Della’s 
hair. Della’s beautiful, shiny hair now was so long that it  
hung below her knees. A few of her tears splashed on the worn 
carpet.  
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But she put on her coat and hat and, with a brilliant sparkle 
still in her eyes, hurried out. She stopped at a shop with a sign 
that read “Madame Sofronie. Hair Goods of All Kinds.” Della 
ran up the flight of stairs. After she calmed down, she said to 
Madame Sofronie, “Will you buy my hair?” 

“Let’s have a look at it,” said Madame.
Della let down her beautiful hair.
Madame lifted the mass of hair. “Twenty dollars,” she said. 
“Give it to me quickly,” said Della.
For the next two hours, Della ransacked the stores for Jim’s 

present. At last she found a platinum watch fob, worthy of The 
Watch. It was like Jim quiet and valuable.

She paid twenty-one dollars. With that chain, instead of the 
old leather strap he used now, Jim could proudly check the time 
in public. 

At home, Della worked with her curling iron. After forty 
minutes, her head was covered with tiny curls. She studied 
herself in the mirror. “If Jim doesn’t kill me right away,” 
she said to herself, “he’ll say I look cheap and flashy, like a 
chorus girl in a show. But what could I do with a dollar and 
eighty-seven cents!”

When she heard him on the stairs, her face turned white for  
a minute. She whispered, “Please, God, make him think I am 
still pretty.”

The door opened and Jim entered. His eyes fixed on Della. 
He did not show anger, surprise, disapproval, or horror. He had 
a strange look on his face.

Della went to hug him.
“Jim, darling,” she cried. “Don’t look at me that way. I sold 

my hair because I couldn’t have lived without giving you a 
Christmas present. It’ll grow. You won’t mind, will you? 
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“You’ve cut your hair?” asked Jim.
“Don’t you like me just as well, anyhow? I’m me without 

my hair.”
“You say your hair is gone?” he said. He seemed stunned.
“It’s sold. It’s Christmas Eve. Be good to me, because I sold it 

for you. I love you dearly.”  
Jim came out of his confusion. 
“Don’t mind me, Dell,” he said. “You could cut or shave your 

hair any way you like and I wouldn’t love you less. But if you 
unwrap that package, you may see why I was so surprised.”

Della tore at the paper on the package. She screamed for joy 
and then began crying. Jim rose to comfort her. 

For he had given her The Combs—the set of combs, side and 
back, that Della had coveted for a long, long time. They would 
have been perfect in her hair. She had wanted them without ever 
believing she’d own them. And now, they were hers, but the 
beautiful hair to wear them in was gone.

She smiled at Jim. “My hair grows fast!”
And then Della cried, “Oh, oh!”
Jim hadn’t seen his beautiful present yet. She held it out to 

him eagerly. 
“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? You’ll have to look at the time one 

hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I want to see 
how the fob looks on it.”
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Jim didn’t hand over the watch. “Dell,” he said, “let’s put 
away our Christmas presents. They’re too nice to use right 
now. I sold the watch to get the money to buy your combs.”

The Magi, as you know, were wise men. They brought gifts 
to the baby Jesus. They were the first people to give Christmas 
presents. They were wise, and probably so were their gifts. Here 
you have read the story of two foolish people in an apartment. 
They unwisely gave up the greatest treasures of their house for 
each other. But of all who give gifts, these two were the wisest. 
Everywhere they are the wisest. They are the Magi. 
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What are you 
willing to
SACRIFICE?

What are you willing to SACRIFICE?
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GRADE 10
Sample Selection

To Build a Fire
by Jack London
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Should you trust 
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Should you trust your 
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Day had broken gray and very cold when the man turned off 
the Yukon trail onto a little-traveled trail. He climbed the high 
earth bank, and at the top he stopped to catch his breath and 
look at his watch. It was nine in the morning on a clear day. Yet 
there seemed an intangible gloom that made the day dark; he 
could not see the sun. He had not seen the sun in several days.

The man looked back the way he had come. The Yukon 
River lay a mile wide and hidden under three feet of ice. On 
top of this ice were as many feet of snow. North and south, as 
far as his eye could see, was unbroken white, except for a dark 
line that was the trail. 

The absence of the sun, the terrible cold, the strangeness of it 
all had no effect on the man. He was a newcomer to this land, 
and this was his first winter. The trouble with him was that he 
lacked imagination. He noticed things but did not understand 
why they were important. He knew that 50 degrees below zero 
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was very cold, but that fact did not lead him to think about 
man’s frailty1 or his place in the universe. In such weather a man 
must dress warmly, but that there should be more to it than that 
did not enter his head. 

As he turned to go on, he spat and was startled to hear a 
sharp, explosive crackle. He spat again, and the spittle crackled 
in the air. Clearly, it was colder than 50 below, but that did not 
matter. He was headed to a camp where he knew his friends 
were waiting. He would be there by six, a bit after dark, but they 
would have a fire going and supper would be ready. Under his 
shirt he had biscuits and bacon for his lunch.

The trail he followed was faint because a foot of snow had 
fallen since the last sled had passed over the trail. A dog, a 
big native husky, trotted at the man’s side. Although it knew 
nothing about temperatures, its instinct2 told the dog how cold 
it really was—not 50, or even 60 below zero, but 75. The dog 
felt sadness and a sense of apprehension. It wanted the man to 
stop and make camp or build a fire. 

Frozen moisture from their breathing settled on the man’s 
beard and on the fur around the dog’s mouth and nose. Once 
in a while the man thought about how very cold it was. He had 
never experienced such cold. 

The man kept going through several miles of woods. He 
crossed a wide flat area and dropped down to a small stream, 
Henderson Creek. He saw by his watch that it was ten o’clock, 
and he knew that he was ten miles from the forks.3 He was 
making four miles an hour, and he figured that he would arrive 
at the forks at half-past noon. 
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He kept rubbing his cheeks and his nose with his mittens, and 
as soon as he stopped rubbing, they were numb4 again. He knew 
frosted cheeks were a bit painful but never serious.

The man was still very observant.5 He knew that in some 
places springs bubbled up from the ground and, under the snow, 
there would be icy water where a man could sink up to his 
waist. He came across several such traps, which had a sunken 
appearance. Once he had a very close call.  Suspecting danger, 
he ordered the dog to go in front, but the dog did not want to go. 
It hung back until the man shoved it forward, and then it went 
quickly across the unbroken, white surface. Suddenly it broke 
through, struggled to one side, and escaped to firmer footing on 
solid ice. It had wet its forefeet and legs, and almost immediately 
the water that clung to the dog turned to ice. Acting on instinct, 
the dog bit the ice away from between his toes. The man took off 
a mitten and helped the dog free his paws of the ice. In less than a 
minute, the man’s exposed fingers grew numb. 

At half past twelve the man arrived at the forks in the creek. He 
took his lunch from under his shirt and sat on a log to eat. Instantly 
he felt the numbness creeping into his hands and feet. He had 
forgotten to build a fire. A bit frightened, he stood and stamped his 
feet until the feeling returned. It certainly was cold, he thought. 

To warm himself, he walked back and forth, stamping his feet 
and swinging his arms. Then he got out his matches and started 
to make a fire, finding twigs and firewood, and soon he had a 
roaring blaze. He ate his biscuits, and for the moment he had won 
the battle and outwitted the cold. The dog stretched out in front 
of the fire, close enough to enjoy the warmth but far enough away 
not to burn his fur. 
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After eating, the man started walking again up the trail. The 
dog wanted desperately to go back to the fire. It knew about cold 
in a way the man did not, and understood that it was not good to 
walk in such fearful cold. It was best to lie snug in a hole in the 
snow. But the man whistled, and the dog got behind him, right at 
his heels, and followed after.

And then it happened. Suddenly the man crashed through a 
crust of snow into icy water halfway to his knees.  He cursed his 
bad luck, for he would have to stop again. It was imperative that he 
build a fire to dry his feet and his shoes and socks. 

He found dry twigs and sticks and some dry grass, and he 
worked slowly and carefully. Little by little the fire grew as he put 
larger pieces of wood onto it. He knew there must be no failure. 
When it is 75 below zero, a man must not fail in his first attempt 
to build a fire, especially when his feet are wet. The old-timer on 
Sulfur Creek, who had experienced many Yukon winters, had 
warned him. Now he appreciated the advice and was glad that he 
had listened. His hands were numb, and his face and his feet were 
numb also. Now that he was not walking, he felt cold all over.

But he was safe, for the fire was a success. Remembering the old-
timer’s advice, never to travel alone on a day this cold, he smiled. 
Well, here he was; he had had the accident; he was alone; and he 
had saved himself. Any man who was a man could travel alone. As 
long as he kept his head and didn’t panic, he would be all right. The 
fire snapped and crackled, but before he could take off his shoes to 
dry them, it happened. He had built his roaring fire under a tree 
and now, from the branches above, an avalanche6 of heavy snow fell. 
The fire was no more. The man was shocked. He feared he had just 
heard his own death sentence. For a moment he stared at the spot 
where the fire had been, and then he grew very calm. He would 
make a new fire, but he realized that even if he succeeded, some of 
his toes would probably fall off as a result of being frozen. 
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He gathered more dry grass and twigs, but his fingers could 
not grip them, and he had to grab whole handfuls. He grabbed 
some rotten twigs and green moss along with the dry twigs. All 
the while the dog watched hopefully, yearning for a new fire.

When the twigs and grass were ready, the man reached into 
his pocket, but now his fingers were completely numb. He 
fought back panic as he beat his hands on his body to try to get 
back some feeling. He got his matches from his pocket, but he 
dropped them all in the snow. He tried to pick them up, but he 
couldn’t. He scooped some matches, along with a large amount 
of snow, into his lap. He could not pick them up with his useless 
hands, but he managed to take one match between his teeth. 
After trying twenty times to strike it against his pant leg, he 
succeeded, but the match fell into the snow and went out. In a 
moment of despair, he knew that the old-timer was right; after  
fifty below a man should travel with a partner. 

He took a whole bunch of matches between the heels of both 
hands and managed to light them all at once, seventy wooden 
matches all at once! He held the blaze to a piece of birch bark, 
but he could smell the flesh of his hands burning. In spite of the 
pain he did not drop the matches. He was shivering now as he 
awkwardly put pieces of twig onto the flames. A piece of green 
moss fell on the feeble7 fire, and when he clumsily tried to poke 
it away, the flames died.

He looked over at the dog, sitting across the ruins of the fire 
from him, and a wild idea came into his head. He remembered 
the tale of the man, caught in a blizzard, who killed a steer and 
crawled inside the carcass8 to stay warm. He would kill the dog 
and bury his hands in the warm body. Then he could build 
another fire. He spoke to the dog, calling it towards him, but 
something in his voice frightened the animal and it stayed where 
it was.

Struggling to stay calm, he got up onto his feet and looked 
down to be sure he was standing, for he could not feel his feet. 
He lunged9 for the dog and caught hold of it. He wanted to kill 
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the animal, but his numb hands could not strangle it, nor could 
he pull out his knife. He let it go, and it ran off snarling with 
its tail between its legs, to watch him from forty feet away. The 
man beat his hands against his body but had no feeling in them.

He quickly realized that this was no longer a matter of 
freezing his fingers and toes, but about life and death, with only 
a small chance that he would live. He panicked10 and began 
to run up the trail, but he soon grew weak and stumbled. He 
tried to get up, but he failed. He decided to sit and rest before 
he tried to walk some more. As he sat and got his breath back, 
he noticed that he had stopped shivering. He now felt warm 
and comfortable. Before long, however, he thought of freezing 
totally, and so he got up to run again, with the dog at his heels. 
It angered him that the dog seemed so warm and safe in this 
frozen world.

He was losing this battle with the frost. It was creeping into 
his body from all sides. He ran another hundred feet and then 
fell face down in the snow. It was his last panic. He finally sat 
up and now thought only of meeting death calmly and with 
dignity. He felt drowsy and sleep seemed a good idea; he could 
die in his sleep. Freezing was not as bad as people thought. 
There were much worse ways to die. 

He pictured his friends finding his body the next day. It 
certainly was cold, he thought. When he got back to the States, 
he could tell the folks what real cold was. He thought of the old 
man at Sulfur Creek and said, “You were right, old-timer.”

Then the man drifted off into the most comfortable and 
satisfying sleep he had ever known. The dog sat facing him and 
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waiting. The brief day drew to a close in a long, slow twilight. 
The dog whined, but the man remained silent. Later, the dog 
whined loudly. Still later, it crept close to the man and caught 
the smell of death. This made the animal bristle, with the hairs 
of its fur standing straight up, and then back away. It waited a 
little longer under a cold dark sky full of bright stars. Then it 
turned and trotted up the trail in the direction of the camp it 
knew, where it would find the other food providers11 and fire 
providers. 
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GRADE 11
Sample Selection

from Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God

by Jonathan Edwards
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What keeps you 
IN LINE?

 What keeps you IN LINE?
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It’s as easy for God to throw his enemies into hell as it is for 
you to step on a worm and crush it. . . .

God is angry with people who have not been reborn in 
Christ. They deserve the punishments of hell. He is angrier with 
them—including people in this congregation—than he is with 
souls already in the flames of hell. God knows these people are 
wicked, yet he does not send them down to hell right away.

The pit and fires of hell are below them. The arrows of death 
fly unseen, but no one can discern those arrows. God has many 
ways of killing wicked people and sending them to hell.

Thus God holds unbelievers in his hand, those who do not 
believe. They hang over the fiery pit and are sentenced to it. 
They have done nothing to appease God’s anger. The devil 
waits for them. Hell opens up for them. Flames gather and flash 
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about them and would swallow them up. And they have no 
interest in any Mediator—in Jesus Christ—who could ask God 
to be merciful to them, so they have no refuge, no safe place. . . . 

Justice aims God’s arrow at your heart. God—an angry 
God—is the only thing that keeps that arrow from being made 
drunk with your blood. All of you who have not had your hearts 
changed by the power of the Spirit of God, you who have not 
been reborn, are in the hands of an angry God. It doesn’t matter 
that you may have changed your life or may have felt religious or 
may have gone to church. It is God’s choice alone that keeps you 
from being swallowed up in everlasting destruction. . . . 

God holds you over the fiery pit just as you would hold 
some disgusting insect over a fire. He hates you. He thinks you 
deserve only to be thrown into the fire. You are ten thousand 
times more horrible in his eyes than the most poisonous snake. 
Yet it is God’s hand that kept you from going to hell as you slept 
last night. It is God’s hand that kept you from being dropped 
into hell during the day. Only God’s hand keeps you out of the 
fiery pit as you sit in church this morning. Yes, only God’s hand 
keeps you from dropping down into hell right now. 

O sinner! Think about the terrible danger you are in. The 
great furnace of hell is full of the fire of God’s anger, yet you 
have no interest in any Mediator, and nothing to save you. You 
have no way to save yourself. There is nothing you have ever 
done, nothing you can do, to induce God to spare you. . . .
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God’s anger is everlasting anger. Feeling that anger for even 
a moment would be horrible, yet you will suffer from it forever. 
When you look ahead, you will see nothing but an endless time of 
suffering. You will see no end at all, have no rest from the torment 
and pain and pain. For millions of ages you will be fighting against 
God’s merciless anger. Your punishment will be infinite. 

How awful it must be to live every day in danger of 
experiencing God’s great anger and feeling unending misery. But 
this is how life is for every soul that has not been born again, no 
matter how upright and religious they may be. . . .

And now you have an amazing chance. Christ has thrown 
open the door of mercy and calls out to sinners. Many people 
who had been like you are happy now. Their hearts are filled 
with love for God, who loves them and has washed away their 
sins in his own blood. They rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
How awful it must be to be left behind! To see people happy 
and singing in joy, while you grieve and cry out! How can you 
rest in such a condition? . . . 

Let every one wake up and flee from the anger to come.
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GRADE 12
Sample Selection

A Modest Proposal
by Jonathan Swift

43Teacher’s Guide Preview



How can we fight 
INJUSTICE?

How can we fight 
INJUSTICE?
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Walking through the streets of Dublin or the Irish 
countryside, it is very sad to see many women begging for 
sustenance—for just enough food to keep their families alive. 
Each of these women has with her three, four, or even six 
children, all dressed in rags. 

In these difficult times, I think everyone agrees that taking 
care of all these children is a great burden. For the first year 

for preventing the children of poor people in 
ireland from being a burden1 to their parents 
or country, and for making them beneficial2 

to the public
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of its life, of course, a baby may be fed cheaply on its mother’s 
milk. But then what? 

I have thought very deeply about this problem for a long 
time, and I have come up with a plan. Under my plan, these 
children will not suffer from the need of food and clothing for 
the rest of their lives. Instead, they will help feed and clothe 
thousands of others. 

I calculate that every year in Ireland a hundred and twenty 
thousand children are born to parents too poor to take care of 
them. How can these children be made useful? These days, there 
is no work for them on farms or in manufacturing.3 Only the 
cleverest can make a decent living as a thief before the age of six, 
although of course most children learn the rudiments of stealing 
much sooner. 

As for selling them as slaves, I have been told by merchants 
that no one will pay for a boy or girl under twelve years old, and 
even when they reach this age, they sell for very little money, 
three pounds at most. As the cost of their rags and scraps of 
food will have added up to at least four times that amount, this 
earns no profit for their parents or the kingdom.

Therefore, I now humbly suggest my own idea, which I hope 
will be very acceptable and not raise the slightest objection.

I have learned that a one-year-old child, well fed on its mother’s 
milk, makes a most delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food. It 
may be stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled—even fricasseed.

Here is my plan. Of the one hundred twenty thousand poor 
children born each year, twenty thousand should be kept for 
breeding,4 one male for every four females. (This is more than 
we allow for sheep, cows, or pigs.) The remaining hundred 
thousand, when they reach one year, shall be sold to wealthy 
people throughout the kingdom. 
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Their mothers must let them nurse as much as possible in 
the last month, to make them plump and fit for a gentleman’s 
table. One twenty-eight-pound child should be enough for two 
dishes at a dinner party. If the family dines alone, the child will 
last several meals and will still be very good on the fourth day, 
boiled and sprinkled with a little pepper and salt.

This food will be somewhat expensive, but very proper for 
landlords. After all, they have already devoured the parents with 
the high rents they charge; why not the children, too?  And, if 
they are thrifty,5 they may save the skin to make excellent gloves 
for ladies and summer boots for fine gentlemen.

A good friend of mine, and a true lover of his country, 
recently made another suggestion. He pointed out that many 
young people between the ages of twelve and fourteen are 
starving because they cannot find work. Why not use them in 
place of deer, or venison, for food?

But I believe the males would be too tough and lean; and to 
slaughter the females would be a waste, since they would soon 
become useful as breeders. Besides, some overly tenderhearted 
people might consider such a practice almost cruel—and I could 
never support any project involving the smallest hint of cruelty. 

What about the vast numbers of poor adults in Ireland who 
cannot take care of themselves because they are old, sick, or 
crippled? That problem does not concern me in the least. It is 
very well known that every day they are dying and rotting, from 
cold and famine and filth, as fast as can reasonably be expected.

As for the younger people, their condition is almost as 
hopeful. They cannot find work, and so they cannot eat; then, 
even if they do get hired accidentally, they are too weak to work 
and therefore will die. In this way the country’s problem will 
soon be solved.
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But back to my subject. I think the advantages of my fine 
plan are clear. First, it will greatly cut down on the number of 
Roman Catholics in Ireland.

Second, children will now be valuable property for the poor 
tenants6. Landlords can take them as rent, since the tenants have 
no money and their grain and cattle have already been taken away.

Third, it will help the economy, as the children will be raised 
and sold in Ireland, with no need for imports from other countries.

Fourth, the breeders will earn money from their children and 
no longer have to support them after the first year.

Fifth, this popular new dish will bring in wealthy customers 
to taverns where skillful cooks invent the finest recipes.

Sixth, it would encourage mothers to take good care of their 
children. Men would value their pregnant wives as much as 
livestock, and would not beat or kick them for fear of causing 
the unborn child to die. 

I can think of no objection that could possibly be raised to 
my plan. Therefore let no one talk to me of other solutions: 
Taxing the profits made by absent English landlords, buying 
clothes and furniture made only in Ireland, rejecting foreign 
luxuries and practicing thrift, learning to love our country and 
forgetting our political differences, teaching landlords to show 
mercy toward their tenants, and shopkeepers to become honest 
and hardworking, instead of cheating everyone.

No, let no one talk to me of such solutions, until there is 
hope that they may be put into practice. 

As for me, I had despaired of ever solving Ireland’s problems, 
until I fortunately came up with my plan. If anyone has another 
plan that is equally innocent, cheap, easy, and effective, I would 
be glad to hear it.  But before anyone rejects my idea, let them 
answer two questions.

First, as things now stand, how will Ireland find food and 
clothing for a hundred thousand useless mouths and backs? And 
second, I would like the absentee landlords to ask the poor of 
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Ireland whether they would not have been happier to be sold 
for food at a year old, than to have suffered the endless hunger, 
the lack of clothing and shelter, the impossibility of paying 
rent without money or work, and the certainty of passing this 
miserable life down to their children. 

My only motive in making this proposal is to help my 
country by improving our trade, providing for babies, helping 
the poor, and giving some pleasure to the rich. I cannot hope to 
earn a single penny, as my youngest child is nine years old, and 
my wife is too old to have more.
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