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Arjuna addressed Krishna: "You are the Supreme Brahman, the ultimate, the su-
preme abode and purifier." (Shrimad Bhagvad-Gita 10-12)
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HINDU FUNERAL RITES
INTRODUCTION

The Supreme Lord is the creator of all living-beings. Hence He is our Eternal
Father. He is the Paramatma (Eternal Supreme-Soul) and the source of
Brahman (Embodiment of Eternal Energy of the Supreme Lord). Jivatma
(living-soul) is a fragment of the Brahman and is an eternal servant (Param-
sevak) of the Supreme Lord. The eternal servant who wrongly desires to be
the master and seeks independence, incarnates as a conditioned soul in the
material world, the place full of misery and anxiety. Material world is part
of Prakriti (Nature) and is temporary and constantly changing like a moving
wheel. The living soul, having taken birth, passes through each and every
species of life, numbering 8,400,000. Finally, the living soul gets the human
body (Manushya) - the living being capable of controlling the mind. God has
made the human being in his own image providing all qualities to enable him
to realise divine consciousness. "Hey Krishna, Karuna Sindhu, Din Bandhu,
Jagat Pate" - The Supreme Lord Shri Bhagavan Krishna who is the most
merciful and the most benevolent has endowed the human body to Jivatma
out of compassion and yet given another opportunity to revive the eternal
relationship as a true servant.

When a person dies, it is the body alone that dies which is made of five
elements. The life-force within the body, called the Soul, is pure eternal
energy and continues to exist. With its storehouse ofKarma and Prarabdh-
Karma (deeds of present and previous lives) the Soul leaves the body, and
at a time ordained by the Supreme Lord, re-enters the body of a baby about
to be born. This re-entry is called reincarnation of soul or rebirth. The souls
of persons who take complete refuge to the will of Supreme Lord, will be
redeemed to His Kingdom to live a life of eternal bliss.

El



FUNERAL RITES

(A Brief Resume of the Hindu Antheshti Samskaar)

From birth to death of a person there are sixteen Samskaars (sacraments) performed as
thanks-giving to the Supreme Lord who endowed us with everything. Antyeshti is the last
of the sacraments.

The Jiva-Atma (the living-soul) re-enters the new body according to the present and past
deeds. Final salvation (Mukti) to the soul is to go back to the kingdom of the Supreme Lord
(Vaikuntha) to live eternally, having obtained liberation from cycle of birth and death. The
body, on the contrary, is perishable and is made of five prime elements (Pancha-maha-
bhoot). During the period of soul presiding over the body, several subtle energies enter and
function. According to Yajurveda, oblations are offered to the following sixty-three elements;
"the five airs of vitality with their strength; the earth; the firmament; the heavenly region;
the ten directions; fire; air; the sun; the moon; the asterisms; purity; the two eyes; the two
ears; hair; skin; blood; fat; flesh; sinews; bones; marrow; semen; rebirth; perseverance;
good effort; various activities; uplift; the waters; the navel; the tongue; cleanliness; purifying;
enlightenment; sadness; austerity; agencies of austerity; day; vengeance; repentance;
medicine; time; death; the supreme spirit; physical forces; spiritual forces; eternal space."

The dead person, if male, should bathed by males and if female, should be bathed by females.
Sandal-wood paste should be applied to the body which is draped in new clothes. It is
customary to use the following for burning: saffron, musk, sandal-wood, camphor and ghee
(purified butter). The head of the body should be pointing to the north. Oblations are offered
to the body by the eldest son or nearest male relative who also lights the funeral pyre. The
ashes are immersed in the holy waters of river Ganga, Yamuna etc.

The close relatives adhere to ten days mourning. Priest is asked to perform rituals (Pindadaan
- offering cooked rice-balls) on the 11th and 12th day when the soul migrates to next
destination. In the course of these rites, it is customary in some house-holds to feed the
brahmins and to give alms to the poor to ensure eternal peace for the departed soul. On the
13th day, friends and relatives are invited to join for congregational singing in praise of the
Supreme Lord and sweets are distributed or meals served after offering to God Almighty,
as prasaad.

Person conducting the sacrament is called 'Purohit' or Panditji. He starts chanting hymns
of invocation to propitiate the appropriate energies of the Supreme Lord - for good omen,
purificatin of water and other materials to be used in the rites.

Panditji recites 15th chapter of Shrimad Bhagavad-Gita - Purushottama Yoga (the Yoga
of the Supreme Lord) - to enlighten the departed Soul as well as the assembled people.
Purushottama Yoga deals with the conditioned life of struggle of Jivatma in th ematerial
worlds compared to the spiritiual realm where every living entity is infallible. Those Jivatmas
who reach the Supreme Abode of the Lord, never return to the material world and live a
life of eternal bliss.

In the case of Sikh tradition, they Hymn of Praise (Sohila) in the Sacred Shree Guru Granth
Sahib, a prayer usually recited at bedtime, is chanted. Part of the prayer says: "Those, who
are God's Own, are Merged in His Name; They've cast away the pangs of birth and death.
[ have found God, the Deathless, whose Glory rings through all the worlds and universes."
In the case of the Jain Hindus the Sacred Kalpasutra is narrated for the peaceful Nirvana of

the departed soul.

E2



VEDIC RITUAL HYMNS

The following steps are taken to prepare the material remains of the deceased for
cremation by the Purohit/Pandit:

1.

2.

The rites depend on time, place and circumstances. The body should be brought
home from the funeral directors.

The dead body should be placed in such a way so that the head is towards the North
and the feet towards the South.

The next of kin should be asked to come to perform the rites.

A dipak (lamp) should be lit and placed on the right side of the body in close proximity
to its head.

Some grain should be put near the body by the dipak (lamp).

Next of kin should be made to sit on the right side to offer pindas to the departed
soul. The pindas consist of a mixture of wheat flour, linseed (til) and sugar. Six pindas
are offered to the body by placing them on the ground or on the chest. Nobody
should cry at the time of pinda ceremony. Six pindas which are meant for body, exit
door, cross road, resting place, cremation place and pyre are to be placed in the
coffin box.

Then this Sankalpa is recited:-
Today................... Day.....ccccovvvninnnns Month................. Paksha (Krishna or Shukla)
Name.........ccooeevvnnnn. Gotra.....cooeevveiiiiieeeiinnn, Pretasua, Pretatva

Nivrityartham uttam LOKA PRAPRTYARTHAM
Anurdhvadaihika Karma Krishye

Then the next of kin takes flowers or dry grass (Kusha) to sprinkle water over the
body and this mantra should be recited:-
OM APO HISHTHA MAYO BHUVAH TAN OORJE DADHATANA
MAHERANAYA CHAKSHASE
OM YO VAH SHIVATAMO RASASTASYA BHAJAYATE HA NAH
USHATEERIVA MATARAH TASMA ARANGAMAMAVO
YASYA KSHAYAYA JINVATHA
APO JANAYATHA CHA NAH

Then put Tulsi leaves in the Ganga water and pour some in the mouth of the body,
reciting three times these mantras:-

a. Aum KESHAVAYA Namah
b. Aum Narayanaya Namah
c. Aum Madhavaya Namah

Put Tulsi mala round the body's neck, put sandal paste on the foehead and place
sandal wood and sandal powder. Then ghee offerings are made, like Agni hotra, to the
body reciting these mantras:-

Aum Prajapataye Swaha Idam Prjapataye Namah
Aum Indraya Swaha Idam Indraya Namah
Aum Aganaye Swaha Idam Agnaye Namah
Aum Somaya Swaha Idam Somaya Namah
Aum Yamaya Swaha Idam Yamaja Namah
Aum Mrityave Swaha Idam Mrityave Namah
Aum Brahmane Swaha Idam Brahmane Namah
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After this, three more offerings of ghee are made with these mantras:-

Aum Bhooh Swaha Idam Agnaye Namah
Aum Bhuvah Swaha Idam Vayave Namah
Aum Svah Swaha Idam Sooryay Namah

10. After this, give offering with the Havan Saamagri reciting this mantra:-

AUM AYURYAGNENE KALPATAM PRANO YAGNENA KALPATM
CHAKSHUR YAGNENE KALPATAM ~ SHROTRAM YAGNENA KALPATAM

VAGYAGNENA KALPATAM MANO YAGNENA KALPATAM
ATMA YAGNENA KALPATAM BRAHMA YAGNENA KALPATAM
JYOTIR YAGNENA KALPATAM SVAR-YAGNENA KALPATAM

PRISHTAM YAGNENA KALPATAM YAGNO YAGNENA KALPATAM

11. After this take a dry coconut, fill it with til seeds and ghee, place on the forehead and
recite these mantras:-

ASOU SWARGAYA LOKAYA SWAHA JVALATU PAAVAKE
12. Pour ghee dhaaraa and recite these mantras:-

OM VASOH PAVITRAMAS] SHATADHARAM VASOH .
PAVITRAMASI SHATADHARAM VASOH PAVITRAMASI SAHASTRADHARAM
DEVASTVA SAVITA PUNATU VASOH PAVITRENA SHATADHARENA SUPTAVA
KAMADHUKSHVAH SWAHA

13. After this the body should be taken to the Cremation ground. On the way the
following mantras should be recited:-

1. RAMA NAMA SATYA HAI

2. HARI AUM TAT SAT

3. AUM NAMAH SHIVAAYA

4, SHRI RAAM JAYA RAAM JAYA JAYA RAAM

PROCEDURES AT THE CREMATION HALL

These mantras are to be recited at the Cremation Hall before the body when the whole
assembly sits down:-

Maha-Mrityunjaya Mantra

Om Trayambakam Yajaamahe Sugandhim Pushtivardhanam
urvaarukamiva Bandhanan Mrityor Muksheeyamaamritaat.

We worship the Three-Eyed One (Lord Shiva), who is gragrant and nourishes well all

beings. May he liberate us from death for the sake of immortality, even as the cucumber
is served from its bondage to the creeper.
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ACCORDING TO SHRIMAD BHAGAVAD-GITA

AT |
CHIRIEERIERC M RICIHAEERC L Tl
TAPTARZE TGt qvear: 11 22 1|

sri bhagavanuvaca
asocyananvasocastvam
prajna-vadamshca bhashase
gatasunagatasumsca
nanushocanti panditah

Sri Bhagavan Said: Arjuna, you grieve over those who should
not be grieved for and yet speak like the learned? Wise men
do not sorrow over the dead or the living.

e 3 MR 99 w1 |
T e REds = qartd 11 23 ||

dehinosmin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jara

tatha dehantara praptir

dhirastatra na muhyati

Just as boyhood, youth and old age are attributed to the soul through this
body, even so it attains another body.

The wise man does not get deluded about this.

AT g afsfe I S qa |
fomaerETE T FiRaergaetd 11 1o 1|

avinasi tu tadviddhi
yena srvamidam tatam
vinasamavyayasyasya
na kascitkartumarhati
Know that alone to be imperishable, which pervades this universe;

for no one has power to destory this indestructible substance.

Fqad=d T ET Neaegiehl: TN |
IATRFTSTHERA EATY=IT WA 1| 2¢ ||

antavanta ime deha
nityasyoktah saririnah
anasino prameyasya
tasmad yudhyasava bharata

All these bodies pertaining to the imperishable, indefinable and eternal soul
are spoken of as perishable; therefore, Arjuna fight!
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q Sad a1 wer-
AT AT AT a1 7 |
ql e ArAared g
T A TIAN WK || 0 ||

na jayate mriyate va kadacin-
nayam bhutva bhavita va na bhuyah

ajo nityah sasvato'yam purano

na hanyate hanyamane sarire

The Soul is never born nor dies; nor does it become only
after being born. For it is unborn, eternal, everlasing and ancient.
Even though the body is slain, the soul is not.

AT FATT a0 224 11’3 |

vasamsi jirnani yatha vihaya
navani grhnati naro parani
tatha sairaji vihaya jirnany
anyani samyati navani dehi
As a man shedding worn-out garments, takes other new ones,

likewise the embodied soul, casting off worn-out bodies,
enters into others which are new.

4 Tomefea zrefor A9 gefa s |
T I FelgT=ATIT 7 AIT A™d: 1] 33 ||

nainam chindanti sastraji
nainam dahati pavakah
na cainam kledayantyapo
na posayati marutah
Weapons cannot cut it nore fire burn it; water cannot wet

it nor can wind dry it.

qered fafed agafgaet 11 24 1

avyakto'yamacintyo'yam-
avikaryo'vamucyate

tasmadevam viditvainam

nanusocitumarhasi

This soul is unmanifest; it is unthinkable; and it is spoken of as immutable.
Therefore, knowing this as such, you should not grieve.
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wae & [ S gaeT 7 |
m@@gﬁ@%ﬁ? TIECRT

jatasya hi dhruvo mrtyur-
dhruvam janma mrtasya ca
tasmadapariharye'rthe
na tvam socitumarhasi

For in that case death is certain for the born and rebirth is inevitable for the
dead. You should not, therefore, grieve over the inevitable.

T fremased 3R gd9w ara |
TEATEAT AT 4 & Ffagaerd |1 2o |1

dehi nityamavadhyo'yam
dehe sarvasya bharata
tasmatsarvani bhutani
na tvam socitumarhasi.

Arjuna, this soul dwelling in the bodies of all can never be slain; therefore you
should not mourn for anyone.

AqHIel T AHT TRYFAT Heawd |
T: YATTG T Aegral ATfa T W |1 % ||

anta-kale ca mameva
smaranmuktva kalevaram
yah prayati sa mad-bhavam
yati nastyatra samsayah

He who departs from the body, thinking of Me alone even at the time of
death, attains My state; there is no doubt about it.

@AIed: gy -
e T W e |
AT 9 T W T q
@ ad feamea 11 3¢ ||
Tvamadi-devah purusah puranas-
tvamasya visvasya param nidhanam

vettasi vedyam ca param ca dhama
tvaya tatam vishvamananta-rupa

Arjuna said; You are the original Personality of Godhead, You are the only
sanctuary of this manifested cosmic world. You know everything and you are
all that is knowable. You are above the material modes. O limitless form! This

whole cosmic manifestation is pervaded by you!
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ACCORDING TO SHRI ISHOPANISHAD

AP TAYAHAE WA IR |
8~ Tl VR Fd TR Hdl TR Fd W || 20 ||

vayur anilam amrtam
athedam bhasmantam sariram
om krato smara krtam smara
krato smara krtam smara

Let this temporary body be burnt to ashes, and let the air of life be merged
with the totality of air. Now, O my Lord, You are the ultimate beneficiary,
please remember all that I have done for you.

I T GUAT T S et 3@ faEm |
TAAHEIHAL (BT d TR 1 2e 1

agne naya supatha raye asman
visvani deva vayunani vidvan
yuyodhyasmajjuhuranament
bhuyistham te nama uktim vidhema

O my Lord, powerful as fire, imnipotent one, now I offer You all obeisances
and fall on the ground at Your feet. O my Lord, Please lead me on the right
path to reach You, and since You know all that I have done in the past,
please free me from the reactions to my past sins so that there will be no
hindrance to my progress to reach You.

INVOCATION

o YIS YUITHE U =d |
T e IRETRT

om purnamadah purnamidam
purnat purnamudacyate
purnasya purnamadaya
purnamevavasisyate

The personality of Godhead is perfect and complete, and because He is
completely perfect, all emanations from Him, such as this phenomenal
world, are perfectly equipped as complete wholes. Whatever is produced of
the complete whole is also complete in itself. Because He is the complete
whole, even though so many complete units emanate from Him, He remains
the complete balance.
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ADDRESS TO THE AUDIENCE

Dear Brethren, grieve not! Grieving for the departed soul, disturbs the peace of mind
and increases attachment to the material body which is indeed perishable. By mourning
we disturb the soul of the departed. In response to hankering the soul returns back,
yet to another perishable body, which suffers again, birth, disease, old age and death,
leading a life, full of anxiety, in this material world.

Let us offer our prayers to our saviour, Shri Bhagavan Krishna, to shower His choicest
blessings on the dear departed soul of Shriman/Shrimati/Kumari.............. to forgive
his/her trespasses and to redeem the soul to His Kingdom - "Vaikuntha" - to live a life of
bliss for ever and also we pray to the Supreme Lord to give strength and fortitude to the
relatives and friends.

PRARTHANA (Prayer)

Shaantaakaaram; bhujaga-shayanam; padma-naabham: surésham vishwa-dhaaram:
gagana-sadrisham; megha-varnam; shubhangam; lakshmi-kaantam; kamala-nayanam;
yogibhir-dhyanagamyam; vandé vishnum bhava-bhaya-haram; sarva-lokaika-naatham.

Obeisance to Shri Bhagwan Vishnu who is extremely peaceful in form; who is reclining
on the serpent Shri Shesha Nag; who has the lotus in His navel; who is the Supreme
Lord of all celestials and is the support of the entire universe; who is all-pervading like
the sky; whose colour resembles the blue cloud, all of whose limbs are most beautiful
and auspicious; whose eyes are like the lotus petal; who is the Lord of Shri Lakshmi; the
Goddess of Wealth and Good-Luck; who is attained by the Yogis through meditation; who
is the Supreme Lord of all the universe; and is the liberator of the fear of repeated birth
and death in the material worlds.

AUM NAMO BHAGAVATE VASUDEVAYA (repeat 3 times)

SHANTI PAATH
3o A Fifereaner: Fmifa: gia Frifa T0: FifadeaE: ;|
FITAY: A(AT3dedT: 3rid: | &l 2rTd: | 99 F0id: |
AR AT ATAT ATCARTT o FATTa: JThea: FATI: ||

Om Dyauh Shantih; Antarikshah Shantih; Prithivi Shantih; Rapah Shantih;
Roshadhayah Shantih; Vanaspatayah Shantih; Vishvédévah Shantih;
Brahma Shantih; Sarvam Shantih; Shantiréva Shantih; Sama Shantirédhi,
Om Shantih, Shantih, Shantih!

PEACE INVOCATION
O Supreme Lord! Thy celestial regions are full of peace and harmony; peace reigns on
Thy earth and Thy waters. The herbs and trees are full of peace. All Thy forces of nature
are full of peace and harmony. There is peace and perfection in Thy eternal knowledge;
everything in the universe is peaceful and peace pervades everywhere though Thy grace.
O Supreme Lord! the Embodiment of Peace, grant us peace! grant us peace! grant us
peace!!!
E9



FOR JAIN HINDU
NAVKAR MANTRA

NAMO ARIHANTANAM
NAMO SIDDHANAM
NAMO AYARIYANAM

NAMO UVAJJHAYANAM

NAMO LOE SAVVA SAHANAM
ESSO PANCH NAMUKKARO
SAVVA PAVAPPANASANO
MANGALANAN CHA SAVVESIM
PADHAMAM HAVAI MANGALAM

Namo Arihantanam

This means that we bow to that person
who has conquered his inner enemies. If
we can get rid of our anger, greed, fear,
ignorance etc, we have conquered the
enemy within.

Namo Siddhanam

This means that we bow to the person
who is "Siddha", who is perfect. In him
there are novices, he is purer that light
and full of bliss, knowledge, vision and
is immortal.

Namo Ayariyanam

This menas that we bow to the
"Acharyas". These are people who
practise first and then preach. They are
the preceptors.

Namo Uvajjhayanam

This menas that we bow to the person
who is an "Upadhyaya". This is a person
who is constantly near knowledge, who
studies, meditates, self-introspects and is
enlightened with knowledge.

Namo Loe Savva Sahanam

This menas that we bow to all the saints
and "Sadhus" in this world without
discrimination and relevance to their
cast, creed, colour and nation.

Esso Panch Namukkaro

Savva Pavappanasano

This menas that we bow to the above
five "mantras" and remove all sins and
dust from our life.

MANGALANAN CHA SAVVESIM
PADHAMAM HAVAI MANGALAM

This means that this is the holiest of the
"mantras', the most divine and pure.
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ANJALIGEET

HE NATH JOD HATH PAYE PREMATHI SAU MANGIYE

SHARAN MALE SACHUN TAMARUN AE RHUDAYATHI MANGIYE
JE JIWA AVYO APA PASE CHARABMAN APANAVJO

PRAMATMA AE ATMANE SHANTI SACHI APAJO

VALI KARMANA YOGE KARINE JE KULAMAN AE AVATARE
TYAN POORNA PREME O'PRABHUJI APANI BHAKTI KARE

LAKH CHORASI BANDHANONE LAKSHAMAN LAI KAPAJO
PARAMATMA AE ATMANE SHANTI SACHI APAJO

SUSAM PATTI SUVICHAR SATKARMANO DAI VARSO
JANMO JANAM SATSANGTHI KIRTAR PAR UTARJO
AA LOKNE PARLOKMA TAV PRE RAGRAG VYAPJO
PARAMATMA AE ATMANE SHANTI SACHI APAJO

MALE MOKSH KE SUKH SVARGANAN ASHA URE EVI NATHI
DIYO DEH DURLABH MANAVINO BHAJAN KARAVA BHAVATHI
SACHUN BATAVI ROO SHREE RANCHHOD RHUDAYE STHAPAJO
PARAMATMA AE ATMANE SHANTI SACHI APAJO

BHAJAN

MAITRI BHAVANUN PAVITRA JHARANUN,
MUJA HAIYAMAN VAHYA KARE.

SHUBH THAO AA SAKALA VISHVANUN,
EVI BHAVANA NITYA RAHE.

GUNATHI BHARELA GUNIJANA DEKHI,
HAIYUN MARUN NRUTYA KARE.

E SANTONAN CHARANA KAMALAMAN,
MUJA JIVANANUN ARGHYA RAHE.

DEEN KRURA NE DHARMA VIHONA,
DEKHI DILAMAN DARDA RAHE.
KARUNA-BHINI ANKHO-MANTHI,
ASRUO SHUBHA STROTA VAHE.

MARG BHULELA JEEVANA PATHIKA NE,
MARGA CHEENDHAVA UBHO RAHUN.
KARE UPEKSHA E MARAGANI,

TOYE SAMATA CHITTA DHARUN.

SANTA-JANONI DHARMA-BHAVANA,
HAIYE SAU MANAVA LAVE.

VERA JHERANAN PAPA TAJINE,
MANGALA GEETO E GAVE.
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. Footprints -
L — .

In The Sand

One night a man had a dream.

beach with the Lord.

 Scenes from his life Plashed actess the shy
* sand, one belonging to him and the thex to

- When the last scene of his life had flashed
before him, e wecalled that at the lowest
and saddest times of his life there was enly
ane set of footprints.

Dismayed, he asked, “Lord, you said that
once J decided to follow you,

youwd wall with me all the way.

J den’t undewstand why, when J needed
you mest, you would leave me.”

Ghe Lord neplied, “My precious chitd.
J lave you and J would never leave you.
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