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WORK SAMPLE PORTFOLIOS

These work sample portfolios have been designed to illustrate satisfactory achievement in the relevant aspects of the 

achievement standard.

The December 2011 work sample portfolios are a resource to support planning and implementation of the Foundation to 

Year 10 Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History during 2012. They comprise collections of 

different students’ work annotated to highlight evidence of student learning of different aspects of the achievement standard.

The work samples vary in terms of how much time was available to complete the task or the degree of scaffolding 

provided by the teacher. 

There is no pre-determined number of samples required in a portfolio nor are the work samples sequenced in any 

particular order. These initial work sample portfolios do not constitute a complete set of work samples - they provide 

evidence of most (but not necessarily all) aspects of the achievement standard. 

As the Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History is implemented by schools in 2012, the 

work sample portfolios will be reviewed and enhanced by drawing on classroom practice and will reflect a  more 

systematic collection of evidence from teaching and learning programs. 

THIS PORTFOLIO – YEAR 8 HISTORY

This portfolio comprises a number of work samples drawn from a range of assessment tasks, namely: 

Sample 1	 Descriptive report – Viking dragon ships	

Sample 2	 Source analysis – Medieval period

Sample 3	 Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors

Sample 4	 Explanation – The Polynesian expansion

The student has explained patterns of change and continuity over time on Easter Island (WS4) and has provided 

an explanation of the causes and effects of the arrival of the Conquistadors in the Americas, with reference to the 

motives and actions of those involved (WS3). The significance of the dragon ships of Viking raiders has been explained 

with comment on the beliefs and values of society at that time (WS1). The student has also described different 

interpretations about what happened to the people who settled on Easter Island (WS4).

The student has developed questions in their investigation of Viking dragon ships (WS1) and has proposed questions to 

guide further research into an artefact (WS2). The student’s work shows some analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

with specific information selected and organised to answer questions (WS3). They have distinguished between fact and 

opinion (WS4). The student identifies and explains different points of view in relation to the Aztecs and the Spanish (WS1).

The student has shown an ability to identify the origin and purpose of an unseen artefact (WS2). They have developed 

descriptive texts that use evidence identified in sources with acknowledgement of sources of information (WS1, WS4). 

Throughout, the portfolio of work, the student uses historical terms and concepts (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS4).   

The following aspect of the achievement standard is not evident in this portfolio: 

•	 sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods of time.

Year 8 History - Student Portfolio Summary



Year 8 History December 2011Page 2 of 18

History

Year 8 History - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Descriptive report – Viking dragon ships

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 8, students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They 
explain the causes and effects of events and developments. They identify the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the 
beliefs and values of their society. They describe different interpretations of the past. 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods 
of time. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They analyse, select 
and organise information from primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry 
questions. Students identify and explain different points of view in sources. When interpreting sources, 
they identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. Students develop texts, 
particularly descriptions and explanations, incorporating analysis. In developing these texts, and organising 
and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and 
acknowledge their sources of information.  

Summary of task

Students were asked to do the following:

1.	 Identify one aspect of Viking society to research

2.	 Develop a set of six questions to guide your research

3.	 One of these questions must investigate how people were influenced by their beliefs and values 

4.	 Conduct research to answer your questions. Include a bibliography

5.	 Write a two page report using your questions as sub-headings

6.	 Plan and create your artefact.
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Annotations

Develops questions to frame an historical 
enquiry.

Uses historical terms appropriately, for 
example Hull, mast and prow.

Explains how individuals and groups were 
influenced by their beliefs and values in 
society.

Year 8 History - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Descriptive report – Viking dragon ships
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Annotations

Identifies reasons for the use of Dragon 
Ships such as conducting raids due to a 
lack of resources. ‘Why were they made?

Identifies motives and actions of the 
Vikings in carrying out their raids.

Acknowledges sources of information 
used in the task.

Year 8 History - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Descriptive report – Viking dragon ships
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Acknowledgment
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.

Year 8 History - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Descriptive report – Viking dragon ships

Annotations (Overview)
This work sample demonstrates the construction of a report using inquiry questions as organisers. The student has analysed, 
selected and organised information from primary and secondary sources to answer the inquiry questions.
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Work sample 2:  
Source analysis – Medieval period

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 8, students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They 
explain the causes and effects of events and developments. They identify the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the 
beliefs and values of their society. They describe different interpretations of the past. 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods 
of time. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They analyse, select 
and organise information from primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry 
questions. Students identify and explain different points of view in sources. When interpreting sources, 
they identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. Students develop texts, 
particularly descriptions and explanations, incorporating analysis. In developing these texts, and organising 
and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and 
acknowledge their sources of information.  

Summary of task

Students began the unit with an examination of a variety of sources; questioning, hypothesising and analysing them.

Students were asked to apply the skills they had been learning to an unseen artefact from the medieval period and 

completed an analysis under exam conditions. The artefact that students analysed is shown below:

Year 8 History - Work sample 2

Archaeologist’s Report

This item is easily small enough to fit in the palm of your hand. 

It was removed from the ground at a dig in Troyes, France. 

It has been dated to c.750 CE, during the reign of ‘Pepin the Short’.
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Annotations

Uses historical terms (e.g ‘artefact’ and 
‘oral testimony’) and concepts,

Identifies a motive for the creation of the 
source.

Analyses information from a primary 
(artefact image) and secondary 
(archaeologist’s report) source and uses 
it to answer questions

Year 8 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Source analysis – Medieval period
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Identifies the origin of the source.

Analyses information from primary 
sources, for example what the coin is 
made for and its condition. 

Develops questions to guide further 
research.

Year 8 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Source analysis – Medieval period

Annotations (Overview)
The work sample demonstrates use of a structured analysis of an unseen primary source. The work sample interprets the source 
by offering hypotheses and supporting reasons.
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Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 8, students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They 
explain the causes and effects of events and developments. They identify the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the 
beliefs and values of their society. They describe different interpretations of the past. 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods 
of time. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They analyse, select 
and organise information from primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry 
questions. Students identify and explain different points of view in sources. When interpreting sources, 
they identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. Students develop texts, 
particularly descriptions and explanations, incorporating analysis. In developing these texts, and organising 
and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and 
acknowledge their sources of information. 

Summary of task

Students investigated the depth study, ‘The Spanish Conquest of the Americas (1492-1572)’ and were required to 

analyse a selection of primary sources for the arrival of the Conquistadors. Students used evidence from the sources 

and their own knowledge to answer a series of questions in a test situation.

Year 8 History - Work sample 3
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Year 8 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors
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Year 8 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors
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Annotations

Identifies beliefs and values that 
influenced the Conquistadors.

Identifies some causes (motives) for 
Spanish exploration of the Americas and 
examples of how this affected the Aztecs.

Year 8 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors
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Annotations

Analyses information from primary 
sources in answer to the question.

Provides reasons for the Aztec response 
to the arrival of the Spanish.

Year 8 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors
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Annotations

Provides reasons for the decline in 
the Aztec population, for example the 
introduction of disease.

Year 8 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors
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Acknowledgment
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the Catholic Education Archdiocese of Brisbane for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to 
the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Explains the Aztec belief in human 
sacrifice.

Identifies a point of view from sources 
provided.

Recognises a change that occurred in 
1519 for the Aztec people, that is the 
battle for Tenochtitlan.

Year 8 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Descriptive report – The arrival of the Conquistadors

Annotations (Overview)
This work sample demonstrates the use of historical terms, for example ‘early explorers’, ‘Tenochtitlan’, and ‘human sacrifice’ and 
concepts.
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Work sample 4:  
Explanation – The Polynesian expansion

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 8, students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They 
explain the causes and effects of events and developments. They identify the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by the 
beliefs and values of their society. They describe different interpretations of the past. 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods 
of time. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They analyse, select 
and organise information from primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry 
questions. Students identify and explain different points of view in sources. When interpreting sources, 
they identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. Students develop texts, 
particularly descriptions and explanations, incorporating analysis. In developing these texts, and organising 
and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and 
acknowledge their sources of information.  

Summary of task

Students investigated the depth study, ‘The Polynesian expansion across the Pacific (c.700 – 1756)’.

They were then asked to develop an explanation about how the Polynesians spread across the Pacific and what 

happened to the people who had settled on Easter Island.

In developing their response they were required to:

•	 make reference to different interpretations

•	 distinguish between fact and opinion

•	 use evidence to support their explanation

•	 use historical terms and concepts.

The students spent two weeks in class researching their information and developed their explanation as an 

assignment. This was presented in the form of a written response of approximately 600 words in length.

Year 8 History - Work sample 4
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Annotations

Distinguishes between fact and opinion. 

Describes different interpretations about 
why the Polynesians were able to settle 
the islands of the Pacific.

Identifies motives and actions for the 
Polynesian expansion.

Year 8 History - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Explanation – The Polynesian expansion
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Annotations

Recognises patterns of change over 
time, that is in the island’s population and 
vegetation cover.

Provides reasons to explain these 
changes.

Uses evidence identified from sources.

Identifies an example of continuity, that is 
the continued occupation of the island.

Year 8 History - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Explanation – The Polynesian expansion

Annotations (Overview)
This work sample demonstrates the development of an explanation with analysis of the reasons for the Polynesian expansion. 
The student uses historical terms (for example, ‘colonists’, ‘Maoi’, ‘Rapa Nui’) and concepts. Sources of information are 
acknowledged throughout.


