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The Interwar Years

Date Class Topics Assignments Due
3/28 e Uncertain peace of Versailles e Read pp. 803-816 on the Democratic States
Monday e Democratic states post-war. and Mussolini's Fascist State.
A e Authoritarian States, Part | - overall | ®  View brief film (6:52) about Mussolini and Shirtless
trends and Italy. Mussolini!
3/30 e Authoritarian States, Part [l - Italy | e Read 816-828 about Authoritarian States, Part
Wednesday and Germany 2
C e Aryan Racial State and e View movie clip on YouTube: Hitler in Colour (6
Antisemitism in NAZI Germany min).
3/31 e Stalin: The Myth (5 parts - 50 e Primary Source Reading: Hitler Mein Kamp and
Thursday minutes). The Poisonous Mushroom Excerpts (below).
D e Partl
e Part2
o Part3
e Part4
e Partb
4/1 e The Emergence of Stalin's Russia | e Primary Sources: Stalin’s Industrialization, The Great
Friday o Authoritarianism in eastern Europe Purges, 5 Year Plan Propaganda Posters (below)
A o Authoritarianism on the Iberian
peninsula and the Spanish Civil
War
4/5 e  Expansion of Mass Culture and e Read 828-836 (European culture in the Interwar
Tuesday Mass Leisure Years and Intellectual Trends of the Interwar
C e Artand Culture in the Interwar Years).
Years e View two brief clips about Weimar
Culture here and here.
4/6 e  Unit Test: Interwar Years e  Study for test!
Wednesday
D

Hitler, Mein Kampf excerpts (1926)

Fighting Jews as Defending God [p.60]

The Jewish doctrine of Marxism rejects the aristocratic principle of Nature and replaces the eternal privilege of
power and strength by the mass of numbers and their dead weight. Thus it denies the value of personality in
man, contests the significance of nationality and race, and thereby withdraws from humanity the premise of its
existence and its culture. As a foundation of the universe, this doctrine would bring about the end of any order
intellectually conceivable to man. And as, in this greatest of all recognizable organisms, the result of an
application of such a law could only be chaos, on earth it could only be destruction for the inhabitants of this
planet.

If, with the help of his Marxist creed, the Jew is victorious over the other peoples of the world, his crown will be
the funeral wreath of humanity and this planet will, as it did thousands of years ago, move through the ether
devoid of men.

Eternal Nature inexorably avenges the infringement of her commands. Hence today | believe that | am acting in
accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator: by defending myself against the Jew, | am fighting for the work

of the Lord

On the "Big Lie" [p.134]



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4mF4ZjJ88wU&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJOj-UHNzWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJOj-UHNzWM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47zaf8QK0lw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvqNztRYpRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvqNztRYpRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKOAvYzPL4M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWzuNt8kpaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGH0zNlk6R8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ipJfJkvFhc
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/kampf.html
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/kampf.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKSsvN_b_qc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=fvwp&v=9hQ-Eu93Zss&NR=1
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All this was inspired by the principle - which is quite true in itself - that in the big lie there is always a certain force
of credibility; because the broad masses of a nation are always more easily corrupted in the deeper strata of their
emotional nature than consciously or voluntarily; and thus in the primitive simplicity of their minds they more
readily fall victims to the big lie than the small lie, since they themselves often tell small lies in little matters but
would be ashamed to resort to large-scale falsehoods. It would never come into their heads to fabricate colossal
untruths, and they would not believe that others could have the impudence to distort the truth so infamously.
Even though the facts which prove this to be so may be brought clearly to their minds, they will still doubt and
waver and will continue to think that there may be some other explanation. For the grossly impudent lie always
leaves traces behind it, even after it has been nailed down, a fact which is known to all expert liars in this world
and to all who conspire together in the art of lying. These people know only too well how to use falsehood for the
basest purposes. From time immemorial, however, the Jews have known better than any others how falsehood
and calumny can be exploited. Is not their very existence founded on one great lie, namely, that they are a
religious community, where as in reality they are a race? And what a race! One of the greatest thinkers that
mankind has produced has branded the Jews for all time with a statement which is profoundly and exactly true.
Schopenhauer called the Jew "The Great Master of Lies". Those who do not realize the truth of that statement, or
do not wish to believe it, will never be able to lend a hand in helping Truth to prevail.

On the Protocols of the Elders of Zion [p.279]

To what an extent the whole existence of this people is based on a continuous lie is shown incomparably by the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, so infinitely hated by the Jews. They are based on a forgery, the Frankfurter
Zeitung moans and screams once every week: the best proof that they are authentic ... For once this book has
become the common property of a people, the Jewish menace may be considered as broken.

On the Weapons of the Jews [pp. 293-296]

His unfailing instinct in such things scents the original soul (die urspruengliche Seele) in everyone, and his hostility
is assured to anyone who is not spirit of his spirit. Since the Jew is not the attacked but the attacker, not only
anyone who attacks passes as his enemy, but also anyone who resists him. But the means with which he seeks to
break such reckless but upright souls is not honest warfare, but lies and slander.

Here he stops at nothing, and in his vileness he becomes so gigantic that no one need be surprised if among our
people the personification of the devil as the symbol of all evil assumes the living shape of the Jew.

The ignorance of the broad masses about the inner nature of the Jew, the lack of instinct and narrow-mindedness
of our upper classes, make the people an easy victim for this Jewish campaign of lies.

While from innate cowardice the upper classes turn away from a man whom the Jew attacks with lies and
slander, the broad masses from stupidity or simplicity believe everything. The state authorities either cloak
themselves in silence or, what usually happens, in order to put an end to the Jewish press campaign, they
persecute the unjustly attacked, which, in the eyes of such an official ass, passes as the preservation of state
authority and the safeguarding of law and order.

Slowly fear and the Marxist weapon of Jewry descend like a nightmare on the mind and soul of decent people.
They begin to tremble before the terrible enemy and thus have become his final victim.

The Jew’s domination in the state seems so assured that now not only can he call himself a Jew again, but he
ruthlessly admits his ultimate national and political designs. A section of his race openly owns itself to be a
foreign people, yet even here they lie. For while the Zionists try to make the rest of the world believe that the
national consciousness of the Jew finds its satisfaction in the creation of a Palestinian state, the Jews again slyly
dupe the dumb Goyim. It doesn’t even enter their heads to build up a Jewish state in Palestine for the purpose of
living there; all they want is a central organization for their international world swindle, endowed with its own
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sovereign rights and removed from the intervention of other states: a haven for convicted scoundrels and a
university for budding crooks.

It is a sign of their rising confidence and sense of security that at a time when one section is still playing the
German, Frenchman, or Englishman, the other with open effrontery comes out as the Jewish race.

How close they see approaching victory can be seen by the hideous aspect which their relations with the
members of other peoples takes on.

With satanic joy in his face, the black-haired Jewish youth lurks in wait for the unsuspecting girl whom he defiles
with his blood, thus stealing her from her people. With every means he tries to destroy the racial foundations of
the people he has set out to subjugate. Just as he himself systematically ruins women and girls, he does not
shrink back from pulling down the blood barriers for others, even on a large scale. It was and it is Jews who bring
the Negroes into the Rhineland, always with the same secret thought and clear aim of ruining the hated white
race by the necessarily resulting bastardization, throwing it down from its cultural and political height, and
himself rising to be its master.

For a racially pure people which is conscious of its blood can never be enslaved by the Jew. In this world he will
forever be master over bastards and bastards alone.

And so he tries systematically to lower the racial level by a continuous poisoning of individuals.
And in politics he begins to replace the idea of democracy by the dictatorship of the proletariat.

In the organized mass of Marxism he has found the weapon which lets him dispense with democracy and in its
stead allows him to subjugate and govern the peoples with a dictatorial and brutal fist.

He works systematically for revolutionization in a twofold sense: economic and political.

Around peoples who offer too violent a resistance to attack from within he weaves a net of enemies, thanks to
his international influence, incites them to war, and finally, if necessary, plants a flag of revolution on the very
battlefields.

In economics he undermines the states until the social enterprises which have become unprofitable are taken
from the state and subjected to his financial control.

In the political field he refuses the state the means for its self-preservation, destroys the foundations of all
national self-maintenance and defense, destroys faith in the leadership, scoffs at its history and past, and drags
everything that is truly great into the gutter.

Culturally, he contaminates art, literature, the theater, makes a mockery of natural feeling, overthrows all
concepts of beauty and sublimity, of the noble and the good, and instead drags men down into the sphere of his
own base nature.

Religion is ridiculed, ethics and morality represented as outmoded, until the last props of a nation in its struggle
for existence in this world have fallen.
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Now begins the great last revolution. In gaining political power the Jew casts off the few cloaks that he still wears.
The democratic people’s Jew becomes the blood-Jew and tyrant over peoples. In a few years he tries to
exterminate the national intelligentsia and by robbing the peoples of their natural intellectual leadership makes
them ripe for the slave’s lot of permanent subjugation.

The most frightful example of this kind is offered by Russia, where he killed or starved about thirty million people
with positively fanatical savagery, in part amid inhuman tortures, in order to give a gang of Jewish journalists and
stock exchange bandits domination over a great people.

The end is not only the end of the freedom of the peoples oppressed by the Jew, but also the end of this parasite
upon the nations. After the death of his victim, the vampire sooner or later dies too.

On the Use of Propaganda [Chapter 6]

The function of propaganda does not lie in the scientific training of the individual, but in calling the masses'
attention to certain facts, processes, necessities, etc., whose significance is thus for the first time placed within
their field of vision ...

All propaganda must be popular and its intellectual level must be adjusted to the most limited intelligence among
those it is addressed to. Consequently, the greater the mass it is intended to reach, the lower its purely
intellectual level will have to be. But if, as in propaganda for sticking out a war, the aim is to influence a whole
people, we must avoid excessive intellectual demands on our public, and too much caution cannot be extended
in this direction.

The more modest its intellectual ballast, the more exclusively it takes into consideration the emotions of the
masses, the more effective it will be. And this is the best proof of the soundness or unsoundness of a propaganda
campaign, and not success pleasing a few scholars or young aesthetes.

The art of propaganda lies in understanding the emotional ideas of the great masses and finding, through a
psychologically correct form, the way to the attention and thence to the heart of the broad masses. The fact that
our bright boys do not understand this merely shows how mentally lazy and conceited they are.

Once understood how necessary it is for propaganda in be adjusted to the broad mass, the following rule results:

It is a mistake to make propaganda many-sided, like scientific instruction, for instance.

The receptivity of the great masses is very limited, their intelligence is small, but their power of forgetting is
enormous. In consequence of these facts, all effective propaganda must be limited to a very few points and must
harp on these in slogans until the last member of the public understands what you want him to understand by
your slogan. As soon as you sacrifice this slogan and try to be many-sided, the effect will piddle away, for the
crowd can neither digest nor retain the material offered. In this way the result is weakened and in the end
entirely cancelled out.

Thus we see that propaganda must follow a simple line and correspondingly the basic tactics must be
psychologically sound ...

What, for example, would we say about a poster that was supposed to advertise a new soap and that described
other soaps as 'good'?

We would only shake our heads.
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Exactly the same applies to political advertising.

The function of propaganda is, for example, not to weigh and ponder the rights of different people, but
exclusively to emphasize the one right which it has set out to argue for. Its task is not to make an objective study
of the truth, in so far as it favors the enemy, and then set it before the masses with academic fairness; its task is
to serve our own right, always and unflinchingly.

Poisono

Antisemitic Children’s Literature: The

-

us Mushroom (Streicher, 1938) (excerpts)
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Just as it is often hard to tell a toadstool from an edible mushroom, so too it is often very hard to recognise the Jew as a
swindler and criminal.

A mother and her young boy are gathering mushrooms in the German forest. The boy finds some poisonous ones. The
mother explains that there are good mushrooms and poisonous ones, and, as they go home, says: Look, Franz, human
beings in this world are like the mushrooms in the forest. There are good mushrooms and there are good people. There are
poisonous, bad mushrooms and there are bad people. And we have to be on our guard against bad people just as we have
against poisonous mushrooms. Do you understand that? Yes, mother, Franz replies. | understand that in dealing with bad
people trouble may arise, just as when one eats a poisonous mushroom. One may even die! And do you know, too, who
these bad men are, these poisonous mushrooms of mankind? the mother continued. Franz slaps his chest in pride: Of
course | know, mother! They are the Jews! Our teacher has often told us about them.

The mother praises her boy for his intelligence, and goes on to explain the different kinds of poisonous Jews: the Jewish
pedlar, the Jewish cattle dealer, the Kosher butcher, the Jewish doctor, the baptised Jew, and so on. However they disguise
themselves, or however friendly they try to be, affirming a thousand times their good intentions to us, one must not believe
them. Jews they are and Jews they remain. For our folk they are poison. Like the poisonous mushroom! says Franz. Yes, my
child! Just as a single poisonous mushrooms can kill a whole family, so a solitary Jew can destroy a whole village, a whole
city, even an entire folk. Franz has understood.
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Tell me, mother, do all non Jews know that the Jew is as dangerous as a poisonous mushroom? Mother shakes her head.
Unfortunately not, my child. There are millions of non Jews who do not yet know the Jews. So we have to enlighten people
and warn them against the Jews. Our young people, too, must be warned. Our boys and girls must learn to know the Jew.
They must learn that the Jew is the most dangerous poison mushroom in existence. Just as poisonous mushrooms spring up
everywhere, so the Jew is found in every country in the world. Just as poisonous mushrooms often lead to the most
dreadful calamity, so the Jew is the cause of misery and distress, illness and death.

German youth must learn to recognise the Jewish poison mushroom. They must learn what a danger the Jew is for
the German folk and for the whole world. They must learn that the Jewish problem involves the destiny of us all. The
following tales tell the truth about the Jewish poison mushroom. They show the many shapes the Jew assumes. They
show the depravity and baseness of the Jewish race. They show the Jew for what he really is: The Devil in human
form.

Joseph Stalin, Industrialization of the Country, 1928
Between 1928 and 1933, Stalin inaugurated the First and Second Five-Year Plans to achieve his goal of rapid

industrialization. In many respects he was successful - by 1939 the USSR was behind only the United States and
Germany in industrial output. The human costs, however, were enormous.

The question of a fast rate of development of industry would not face us so acutely as it does now if we had such
a highly developed industry and such a highly developed technology as Germany, Say, and if the relative
importance of industry in the entire national economy were as high in our country as it is in Germany, for
example. If that were the case, we could develop our industry at a slower rate without fearing to fall behind the
capitalist countries and knowing that we could outstrip them at one stroke. But then we should not be so
seriously backward technically and economically as we are now. The whole point is that we are behind Germany
in this respect and are still far from having overtaken her technically and economically.

The question of a fast rate of development of industry would not face us so acutely if we were not the only
country but one of the countries of the dictatorship of the proletariat, if there were a proletarian dictatorship not
only in our country but in other, more advanced countries as well, Germany and France, say.

If that were the case, the capitalist encirclement could not be so serious a danger as it is now, the question of the
economic independence of our country would naturally recede into the background, we could integrate
ourselves into the system of more developed proletarian states, we could receive from them machines for
making our industry and agriculture more productive, supplying them in turn with raw materials and foodstuffs,
and we could, consequently, expand our industry at a slower rate. But you know very well that that is not yet the
case and that we are still the only country of the proletarian dictatorship and are surrounded by capitalist
countries, many of which are far in advance of us technically and economically.

Internal conditions. But besides the external conditions, there are also internal conditions which dictate a fast
rate of development of our industry as the main foundation of our entire national economy. | am referring to the
extreme backwardness of our agriculture, of its technical and cultural level. | am referring to the existence in our
country of an overwhelming preponderance of small commodity producers, with their scattered and utterly
backward production, compared with which our large-scale socialist industry is like an island in the midst of the
sea, an island whose base is expanding daily, but which is nevertheless an island in the midst of the sea.

External conditions. We have assumed power in a country whose technical equipment is terribly backward.
Along with a few big industrial units more or less based upon modem technology, we have hundreds and
thousands of mills and factories the technical equipment of which is beneath all criticism from the point of view
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of modem achievements. At the same time we have around us a number of capitalist countries whose industrial
technique is far more developed and up-to-date than that of our country. Look at the capitalist countries and you
will see that their technology is not only advancing, but advancing by leaps and bounds, outstripping the old
forms of industrial technique. And so we find that, on the one hand, we in our country have the most advanced
system, the Soviet system, and the most advanced type of state power in the world, Soviet power, while, on the
other hand, our industry, which should be the basis of socialism and of Soviet power, is extremely backward
technically. Do you think that we can achieve the final victory of socialism in our country so long as this
contradiction exists?

What has to be done to end this contradiction? To end it, we must overtake and outstrip the advanced
technology of the developed capitalist countries. We have overtaken and outstripped the advanced capitalist
countries in the sense of establishing a new political system, the Soviet system. That is good. But it is not enough.
In order to secure the final victory of socialism in our country, we must also overtake and outstrip these countries
technically and economically. Either we do this, or we shall be forced to the wall.

This applies not only to the building of socialism. It applies also to upholding the independence of our country in
the circumstances of the capitalist encirclement. The independence of our country cannot be upheld unless we
have an adequate industrial basis for defense. And such an industrial basis cannot be created if our industry is not
more highly developed technically.

That is why a fast rate of development of our industry is necessary and imperative.

We cannot go on indefinitely, that is, for too long a period, basing the Soviet regime and socialist construction on
two different foundations, the foundation of the most large-scale and united socialist industry and the
foundation of the most scattered and backward, small commodity economy of the peasants, We must gradually,
but systematically and persistently, place our agriculture on a new technical basis, the basis of large-scale
production, and bring it up to the level of socialist industry. Either we accomplish this task-in which case the final
victory of socialism in our country will be assured, or we turn away from it and do not accomplish it-in which case
a return to capitalism may become inevitable.

Stalin's Purges, 1935 — Official Explanation

In 1936, Stalin began to attack his political opponents in a series of" purges" aimed at destroying the vestiges of
political opposition to him. What follows is the official explanation from textbooks published before Stalin's
excesses were repudiated by his successors.

The achievements of Socialism in our country were a cause of rejoicing not only to the Party, and not only to the
workers and collective farmers, but also to our Soviet intelligentsia, and to all honest citizens of the Soviet Union.

But they were no cause of rejoicing to the remnants of the defeated exploiting classes; on the contrary, they only
enraged them the more as time went on.

They infuriated the lickspittles of the defeated classes - the puny remnants of the following of Bukharin and
Trotsky.

These gentry were guided in their evaluation of the achievements of the workers and collective farmers not by
the interests of the people, who applauded every such achievement, but by the interests of their own wretched
and putrid faction, which had lost all contact with the realities of life. Since the achievements of Socialism in our
country meant the victory of the policy of the Party and the utter bankruptcy of their own policy, these gentry,
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instead of admitting the obvious facts and joining the common cause, began to revenge themselves on the Party
and the people for their own failure, for their own bankruptcy; they began to resort to foul play and sabotage
against the cause of the workers and collective farmers, to blow up pits, set fire to factories, and commit acts of
wrecking in collective and state farms, with the object of undoing the achievements of the workers and collective
farmers and evoking popular discontent against the Soviet Government. And in order, while doing so, to shield
their puny group from exposure and destruction, they simulated loyalty to the Party, fawned upon it, eulogized it,
cringed before it more and more, while in reality continuing their underhand. subversive activities against the
workers and peasants.

At the Seventeenth Party Congress, Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky made repentant speeches, praising the Party
and extolling its achievements to the skies. But the congress detected a ring of insincerity and duplicity in their
speeches; for what the Party expects from its members is not eulogies and rhapsodies over its achievements, but
conscientious work on the Socialist front. And this was what the Bukharinites had showed no signs of for a long
time. The Party saw that the hollow speeches of these gentry were in reality meant for their supporters outside
the congress, to serve as a lesson to them in duplicity, and a call to them not to lay down their arms.

Speeches were also made at the Seventeenth Congress by the Trotskyites, Zinoviev and Kamenev, who lashed
themselves extravagantly for their mistakes, and eulogized the Party no less extravagantly for its achievements.
But the congress could not help seeing that both their nauseating self-castigation and their fulsome praise of the
party were only meant to hide an uneasy and unclean conscience. However, the Party did not yet know or
suspect that while these gentry were making their cloying speeches at the congress they were hatching a
villainous plot against the life of S. M. Kirov.

On December 1, 1934, S. M. Kirov was foully murdered in the Smolny, in Leningrad, by a shot from a revolver.

The assassin was caught red-handed and turned out to be a member of a secret counter-revolutionary group
made up of members of an anti-Soviet group of Zinovievites in Leningrad.

S. M. Kirov was loved by the Party and the working class, and his murder stirred the people profoundly, sending a
wave of wrath and deep sorrow through the country.

The investigation established that in 1933 and 1934 an underground counter-revolutionary terrorist group had
been formed in Leningrad consisting of former members of the Zinoviev opposition and headed by a so-called
"Leningrad Centre." The purpose of this group was to murder leaders of the Communist Party. S. M. Kirov was
chosen as the first victim. The testimony of the members of this counter-revolutionary group showed that they
were connected with representatives of foreign capitalist states and were receiving funds from them.

The exposed members of this organization were sentenced by the Military Collegium of the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R. to the supreme penalty - to be shot.

Soon afterwards the existence of an underground counter-revolutionary organization called the "Moscow
Centre" was discovered. The preliminary investigation and the trial revealed the villainous part played by
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Yevdokimo and other leaders of this organization in cultivating the terrorist mentality among
their followers, and in plotting the murder of members of the Party Central Committee and of the Soviet
Government.
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To such depths of duplicity and villainy had these people sunk that Zinoviev, who was one of the organizers and
instigators of the assassination of S. M. Kirov, and who had urged the murderer to hasten the crime, wrote an
obituary of Kirov speaking of him in terms of eulogy, and demanded that it be published.

The Zinovievites simulated remorse in court; but they persisted in their duplicity even in the dock. They
concealed their connection with Trotsky. They concealed the fact that together with the Trotskyites they had sold
themselves to fascist espionage services. They concealed their spying and wrecking activities. They concealed
from the court their connections with the Bukharinites, and the existence of a united Trotsky-Bukharin gang of
fascist hirelings.

As it later transpired, the murder of Comrade Kirov was the work of this united Trotsky-Bukharin gang....

The chief instigator and ringleader of this gang of assassins and spies was Judas Trotsky. Trotsky's assistants and
agents in carrying out his counter-revolutionary instructions were Zinoviev, Kamenev and their Trotskyite
underlings. They were preparing to bring about the defeat of the U.S.S.R. in the event of attack by imperialist
countries; they had become defeatists with regard to the workers' and peasants' state; they had become
despicable tools and agents of the German and Japanese fascists.

The main lesson which the Party organizations had to draw from the trials of the persons implicated in the foul
murder of S. M. Kirov was that they must put an end to their own political blindness and political heedlessness,
and must increase their vigilance and the vigilance of all Party members....

Purging and consolidating its ranks, destroying the enemies of the Party and relentlessly combating distortions of
the Party line, the Bolshevik Party rallied closer than ever around its Central Committee, under whose leadership
the Party and the Soviet land now passed to a new stage - the completion of the construction of a classless,
Socialist society.

From History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks): Short Course (Moscow,1948),pp.324-
327,329.

Propaganda Posters — Stalin’s First Five Year Plan

Five year plan - earlier than scheduled!
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