


How is this resource used?
 
The ‘Tune Into The Sounds of Reading’ kit can be used in multiple ways and has a flexible structure to cater 
for the changing needs of students and classes.  The following considerations are provided as guidelines for 
educators:
 

• Skill Drills can be from 5 - 7 minutes long and target either individual skills or a combination of skills.

• Skills Drills can be implemented as whole class, small group or one on one.

• Explicit teaching is required when first introducing the skill so use the first card of each skill in a modelled 
and guided approach.

• Although the kit contains skills including Sentence Segmenting, Rhyme Discrimination and Syllable 
Blending, research shows us that instructional time is best spent on Phonemic Awareness, so we recommend 
more focus on the skills of Phoneme Introductions, Phoneme Blending, Phoneme Segmenting, Phoneme 
Addition and Phoneme Substitution (Rhyme and Syllable knowledge is not a pre-requisite of Phonemic 
Awareness so it is ok to move to the Phonemic Awareness skills even if rhyme or syllable skills are not 
completely achieved).

• The Phonemic Awareness skills in this kit are developmental and each skill has varying levels contained in 
it. You can find the level information on each skill’s tab. It is important to start at Phoneme Introductions 
(making sure students have the correct pronunciation and manner of articulation) then move to Phoneme 
Blending, Segmenting, Deletion, Addition and Substitution.

• This kit contains the letter on the Phoneme Introductions as a guide but the skill being introduced is at 
phoneme level (hearing and saying the sound). These cards are not intended for Phonics lessons.  Please 
check out our SOR Toolkits in our shop containing the full range of resources for the implementation of 
phonics.

• The great thing about a flexible kit like this is that as a teacher, you can choose the structure of your 
lesson.  If your class has a good understanding of certain skills, you can focus on the ones needing to be 
taught. You can choose to concentrate on one skill in a drill or multiple skills.  You can even grab the kit 
and do a few extra drills during transition times.

• During the drills, if you notice any students having difficulty with certain skills you can pull them into a 
focus group and do an intervention style lesson, breaking the skill down for them. A free screener aligned 
to the Phonemic Awareness skills of this kit is attached below.

• The data collected from this screener can assist in the formation of the drills you implement.  This kit, 
along with the data, allows educators to target specific skills needed, as well as wisely use instructional 
time.

• This product is a support resource, and we highly recommend repeating many of the Phonemic Awareness 
skills alongside grapheme introductions.  These activities can be found in our SOR Toolkits alongside a 
Teaching Guide with step-by-step instructions.















 

Screener Administration Details
 
This screener has been created to monitor skill development in the area of Phonemic Awareness, 
aligned to the ‘Tune Into The Sounds of Reading’ kit. The screener will determine skill areas 
of need that may require further consolidation and provide teachers with this diagnostic data. 
The data can then be used to determine which parts of the kit to use.

The screener should be administered orally, one-on-one, and the teacher should record the oral 
responses on the marking/instruction sheet.

Students who don’t score full marks, on any of the skills, require further instruction, practise 
and consolidation of the identified skill.

All Phonemic Awareness skills are administered orally, therefore both the teacher and the 
student are expected to respond with sounds, not letter names or anything written.

This screener can be used for students in Foundation to Year 2 (or students in upper grades if 
the teacher feels there may be gaps in Phonemic Awareness skills).

If you have any further questions please email info@decodablereadersaustralia.com.au

Phonemic Awareness Screener



Phonemic Awareness Screener

Level Script Word Word Word Total

1
Listen to the word nice and clear, 
what is the FIRST sound that you 
hear?

cat
/c/

pin
/p/

tap
/t/   / 3

2
Listen to the word nice and clear, 
what is the LAST sound that you 
hear?

red
/d/

dog
/g/

gum
/m/   / 3

3
Listen to the word nice and clear, 
what is the MIDDLE sound that you 
hear?

pen
/e/

dig
/i/

mum
/u/   / 3

SKILL: Phoneme Isolation
The ability to hear individual sounds in words including beginning sounds, middle sounds and final sounds.

Level Script Word Word Word Total

1
2 - 3

phonemes

Listen to the sounds 
nice and clear, say 
the word that you 
hear.

/p/ /ie/

(pie)

/s/ /o/ /ck/

(sock)

/b/ /i/ /n/

(bin)   / 3

2
4 - 5

phonemes

Listen to the sounds 
nice and clear, say 
the word that you 
hear.

/f/ /r/ /o/ /g/

(frog)

/s/ /t/ /i/ /ck/

(stick)

/s/ /t/ /a/ /m/ /p/

(stamp)   / 3

SKILL: Phoneme Blending
The ability to hear individual sounds and blend these together to make words.

Level Script Word Word Word Total

1
2 - 3

phonemes

Listen to the word nice 
and clear, say the sounds 
that you hear.

rock

/r/ /o/ /ck/

bag

/b/ /a/ /g/

vet

/v/ /e/ /t/   / 3

2
4 - 5

phonemes

Listen to the word nice 
and clear, say the sounds 
that you hear.

pram

/p/ /r/ /a/ /m/

flag

/f/ /l/ /a/ /g/

magpie

/m/ /a/ /g/ /p/ /ie/   / 3

SKILL: Phoneme Segmenting
The ability to separate a spoken word into its individual sounds.

Student Name:                                 Year Level:        Teacher:                               Date:  



Phonemic Awareness Screener
Student Name:                                 Year Level:        Teacher:                               Date:  

Level Script Word Word Word Total

1 
Delete initial 

sound

Listen to the word nice and clear, 
delete the FIRST sound and say the 
word that you hear.

spin 
without /s/

(pin)

cart 
without /c/

(art)

gold 
without /g/

(old)
  / 3

2 
Delete final 

sound

Listen to the word nice and clear, 
delete the LAST sound and say the 
word that you hear.

tide 
without /d/

(tie)

couch 
without /ch/

(cow)

boat 
without /t/

(bow)
  / 3

SKILL: Phoneme Deletion
The ability to take away an individual sound from a word to make a new word.

Level Script Word Word Word  Total

1
Add an 

initial sound

Listen to the word 
nice and clear, add 
another sound to 
the START and what 
word do you hear?

Say nail, now add 
/s/ at the start

(snail)

Say oat, now add 
/g/ at the start

(goat)

Say lock, now add 
/c/ at the start

(clock)
  / 3

2
Add a final 

sound

Listen to the word 
nice and clear, add 
another sound to the 
END and what word 
do you hear?

Say see, now add 
/d/ to the end

(seed)

Say shy, now add 
/n/ to the end

(shine)

Say win, now add 
/k/ to the end

(wink)
  / 3

SKILL: Phoneme Addition
The ability to add an individual sound to a word to make a new word.

SKILL: Phoneme Substitution
The ability to change an individual sound in a word to make a new word.

Level Script Word Word Word  Total

1
Swap 

initial sound

Listen to the word 
nice and clear, swap 
the FIRST sound and 
say the word that 
you hear.

Say look, now 
change /l/ to /b/

(book)

Say hot, now 
change /h/ to /p/

(pot)

Say porch, now 
change /p/ to /t/

(torch)
  / 3

2
Swap final 

sound

Listen to the word 
nice and clear, swap 
the LAST sound and 
say the word that 
you hear.

Say bag, now 
change /g/ to /t/

(bat)

Say bean, now 
change /n/ to /ch/

(beach)

Say pat, now 
change /t/ to /n/

(pan)
  / 3

3
Swap middle 

sound

Listen to the word 
nice and clear, swap 
the MIDDLE sound 
and say the word 
that you hear.

Say sat, now 
change /a/ to /i/

(sit)

Say dog, now 
change /o/ to /i/

(dig)

Say flap, now 
change /a/ to /o/

(flop)
  / 3
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Phonemic Awareness 
Data Collection Record

Class Name:                                    Teacher:                               
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