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. The Ahmadiyya Movement . .

The Ahmadiyya Novement was founded by Hazrat Ahmad, the -
Promised Messiah and Mahdi and ‘the expected Messenger of all
nations. In the spirit and power of all the earlier prophets, he came
to serve and re-interpret the final and eternal teaching laid down by
God in the Holy Quran.  The Moavement therefore represents the
True and Real Islam and seeks to uplift humanity and to establish
peace throughout the world. - Hazrat Ahmad died in: 1908, and the
present Head of the Movement is his second successor, Hazrat Mirza -
Bashirud-Dirn Mahmud Ahmad nnder whose directions the Move-
‘ment has established Missions in manyv parts of the world, the
" following being the addresses of some of them: - ane
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‘The Court of Lions-in the Alhambra

“This i= the Court of Lions in the beantiiul Alambra, in Granada,  [Cis 92 feet
Jong by 32 feet wide. This artistic creation is stremgthened: hy no less than 12¢°
columms of rare: heauty amd graceful proportions. The Fountain of Lions FLI
ton feet in_diameter. the lions being of white marble and of Moorish design. -
“The pride of Granada is.the heantiful Alhambra, of 1]l the strictures built by
man, one of the foremast in - magnificence ind splendor. It required over a
century to build. . Its. decorative art has never been excelled.” The view from the”
CGeneralife Palace; averlooking. the Alhambra  is one never to Lie: forgotten, so
: : . great is its scenic beanty. ’ I
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Verses from the Holy Qur an

Transhteratmn -

\\a maa’ Inkum alla’ tunhquoo fee. Sal)r_ellllahl \\a lzlhlu meerlhu—s—. o

ss am awati Wal=-Ardh (L V11-10)

Lan tanalul Birra: hatta. tunfipuoo, minma - tulul)boon ";_‘. ama._ tunrf T

luluoo ‘min Sha-in wa innallaha bihi Aleem. (11-92). ‘
‘Alladhiee utee malahoo yatazakka, wa ma . li_ ahadin indahu” Min:

Nimatin tujza; 1lla llmglm W 'len I\dhl)lhl I A\ala \\ ala Sa\\f'l \ardlm‘ RS

¢NCI11-18-21)

“Mathalulladhéena yun flqunm amw nln hmn fee Sab(,ehlhlu ka—mathah
habbatin anbatat saba sanaabila. fee Kulli sunbulatin mi-ata habbaly, W all

.lllll Yudhacfu lman Yasha-o Wallabu Wassinm' “Aleem, (11-262)

- Qawlum - maarufun-\V’ a-maghfi-ratun klmrum-mm sadd.quatm \at—

Imn h-1 aza. Wallahu G hancu\un Haleety.

Ya-Ayvuhalladheena amanoco la tabtile sadnquatlkum I)lI-m'mm Aal o N
azit Lﬂladhee Yunfigueo: maalahu’ ria-arinasi \\ ala v mmu hﬂlalu \\ a]l,: G

Yawmnil \l\hlr (ll 263 6—1-)

Translatmn -

i} :m(} “hat is the nmtter with vou that .ye :pcnd ot in- the Wiy uf L
Allah (God) an(l unto: —\llah belnngeth the mhentanuc uf the heavens and ’
the earth?

~Ye will not dttam 1o, I‘l“‘htEOlhl‘lebb unul vt spend of that “hl(.ll ‘ye.
Inve. -And whatspever ye qpend. ‘Allali is aware thereof. :

, He wha giveth his wealth that he ‘may atfdin to purity. - And: nont,-;"s

hath with him any favours for which he should - be rewarded.” Except as

sceking the pléasure of "his Lord, the most ngh., Jmd venl\ he‘wﬂl e -

" soon be well-pleased.

' The parable of those who qpeml then‘ w ealth in \Hah 5 \\a\ is as lhc_»}' o
'|.arahlc of a gram which produccth sevén ears and in every ear.a hundred - -

grains. - And Allah multiplieth to’whom he’ w:ll \n(l \IIah s -\ll Bountt.- .
~ ous and All-knowing. (11-261) B
- A kind word with forgiveness' is hetter- th:m '1l|mgnmg follcmecl by
'~m_]ur\ ‘and. Alah s Self- Sufficient amr T‘nrhlarmg S
O Y¢ who helieve ! Render not your aliusgiving vain h\‘ eprnach nnd &

ujury. Tike hiny who \])Lﬂ(t[lh his wealth 16 be séen nf men and" behcveth‘.f

not in \.Ihh aml in the I'\ﬁL-da\ (11 263 264)
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The Saymgs of the Master
Prophet Muhammad

Shaddad Son of Awas xelatcs that the Holv Prophet said‘
“The best prayer to ask the forgiveness of -God 1s this, ‘O God, -
Thou art my Lord, there is none: worthy of \\urshlp hesides
"f’l‘hee Thou hast created me and 1 an- Thy servant, 1 keep my
promise and pledges with Thee. to the hest of my ability, T seek
refuge with Thee from the evil consequences of my trespasses,
I acknowledge Thy favors unto me and T confess my transgres- |

sions unto ThCL Do f()I"TIVL my sm% Thcre is nnm, bea‘.l(lc%- -

Thee to forgive. (Bukhan)
Abu. Zar relates how the, Holy Pmphct qzud “Fear Gurlr

o whereve!r vou may be, and if you conmmit-a sin or imake-a mis-

take, he anxious to atone for it. and:do something good to:
‘mitigate, the error; and “treat e\cr\l)nd\‘ \\1th l\mdness and ‘
he courteons.” (Bukhar) =~
It is related ‘on the authority of Ihn ’\I'lsud that the :
Hol) Prophet said, “You must always speak. ‘the -truth, for,
-truthfulness will lead you to nghteum actions which will léad
to paradise. One.who acquires the habit of speaking the truth
is known to God as Siddique, the Truthful. And you must never
tell a lie, hecause falsehood will. Icad vou'to wicked deeds: whlch X
~will' lead 'you -to hell. One who is accustomed to -tell lies is .
known to God as Kazzab—the great liar.” (Bukhari) :
Abu Huraira relates that the Holy Prophet said, “On
‘the day of resurrection; you will find thqt the worst'man is -
he who wears two faces. He: ‘goes to one. ‘party and says one .
thing and goes to another and tells a1 dlfferent story (Buk-
hari) - ‘
Hazrat Umml S:llm't repmtq tlmt the HOI\ Prophet
Sa.ld “Q, ye people, I am a man like unto you. "You bring
your dlsputes before nic to settle.. It.is possﬂ)lc that in--
. fluenced by the power of tongue, I give one man’s right to.’
another, - Remember, such a decision shall prove like a'red-
hot charcoa] to the p’lrtv who h.u; wroanullv won. the :
case.’ (Bukhan) : : : :
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Excerpts From The Writings
Hazrat Mir?a~ Ghulam Ahmad : L
 _The Promised Messiah and Mahdi
At a_ time ‘when the  Arabs were sunk ‘in . corruption, -

when -all their words and deeds were polluted - with “foul-. -

. iiess, - God raised among them a prophet.. They kneéw not'
what a prophet meant and were completely in the dark’ about
his function. - “They “denied and disobeyed. him and stuck to’
their- idolatry and follies. . And the Holy Prophet hore all.

their persecutions -and patiently endured their excesses. He ~

-returned  their evil with good and their hate with love. He - |

had come to them as a friend and well-wisher, still for a long

“1ime he had to pace the streets of Mecca like a forsaken out- -

‘cast and to hear all their iniquities .with the innate strength.
‘of his prophethood. " It was his habit to rise in the night and -
‘to resort to God praying that his countrymen ‘might be gifted

. with discernment and his grace and mercy. At last his prayers

were heard, and God, the Changer of hearts, issued His de- -

“erce.. - The influence of his mission began to spread faster:and.

_ faster. He who instills love in human hearts and opens the

" seeds now. came to his_ help. *.At His. command the -earth .
was changed .and hearts were, attracted to the blessed mes- -

“senger. -~ Every good soul now ‘came forward in sincerity and = '

 truth and strove to win the pleasure of God: by the sacrifice
“of his life and possessions:until- he fully redeemed- his.vow

" of life consecration. They. were killed for the sake of God

like goats upon the altar. They proved: with their. blood the
sterling quality of ‘their race an ! 7 ‘
ness of their solicitude for God, .In the days of  idolatry

~ their spirits were enchained in the shackles of ignorance, now

d by their deeds the earnest- o

“the acceptance of Islam illuminated their hearts and changed” L

their vices into virtue and their wickedness into genius. Their
" nightly. carousals were ‘abandoned for the sake of vigils and -

_ prayers and their morning-bout's'were"changed_ to paeans of

* praise and thanksgivings. Once they were convinced' of the -

truth, they spared’ neither life nor ‘wealth in the service of

* God, and once they. had: discerned the_right they strove with |
their might and main.to ‘strike. fire .out of the flint of ‘their. -

“faith. ~They courted danger so that they might carefully '-and
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rightly gauge the real nature of their faith. This spirit of |
sacrifice was the secret of their heroism, of .the keenress of .
their swords, of the renown which they achieved and of their

-ultimate triumph. It was the spirit which made their char- '7
acter so attractive to the people and like the nusk under the
pestle disclosed the hidden fragrancé of their souls. = It was .
_this spirit which put. valour into their hearts .and gave elo- -
quence to their tongues, and firmness to their faith and eleva-
~_tion to their thought. Tt was this spirit which cnabled them
‘to cast themselves into the fire of Divine love till like coal .
they were kindled and consumed to ashes.  They thus made
ample preparation for their, journey fo God. - For them afflic- .
tions were changed 'into peace and comfort. = They became
invulnerable to heat and fire. Any one who could carefully
_ponder over this remarkable change, how ‘those “wild" Arabs
abandoned their former pastures and hewed through the for-
" ests ‘of ‘their passions and desires to make their way to their -
Lard, cannot fail to conclude that it was all due to the sancti- -

fying power of Muhammad, the Supreme Prophet elected by

God for His everlasting grace. - And one may well wonder at.

the uniqueness of -his power which picked .up ‘the holy. com- -
. panions from the depths of the earth and led them to the
- pinnacles of heaven and step by step elevated them to the stage .
of the elect. - He found thein like beasts devoid of the notions -

of Divine Unity and piety, who knew not the difference be- -
_ tween virtue and vice. He taught them the rules iof human

- propriety and explained to’ them the principles of communal
“and social life, instructed them in the laws of hygiene such as
the need for brushing, cleaning and picking the teeth, for wait-
" ing in the closet until evacuation has been complete so as not-

to foul the clothes, in the rules of sex-intercourse and domestic
economy, in the principles of diet and . dress, of sanitation,
treatment/and prevention’of disease, and'in general Jinculated
lessons in moderation in all matters. And when they ‘had -
mastered the rules of physical life, he led them on from physi-
cal to moral.and spiritual qualities and to lessons in principled
conduct, so as to enable them.to develop a spiritual life, And,
after they had been confirmed in morals and versed in the -
practice of good conduct,’ he invited them 'to the heights of
the nearness of God and union with Him and’ initiated them

in the Divine mysteries, and directed them to the Supreme
Lord of Pawer and Majesty, so that they might henceforth

freely crop the green verdure of love in the holy precints of

God and enjoy .the privilege of His approval and acceptance.

;o
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Islamic Form of Government
B s
| 'Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-din =~ '
* Mahmud Ahmad, Khalifa-tul-Masih II, -
Head Of The Ahmadiyya Movement In Islam

" In dealing with this subject the first question with which -
we are faced is, how does Islam define the Sovereign, or the
‘State?  In Islamic termirology, the Sovereign or Khalifa is.
“that representative individual whom the- people of ‘a country

_clect for the protection -and’ supervision of their individual .

“and communal rights.  Tslam does not acknowledge any form .

-of Government other than _representative ‘Government. The . .

‘Holy Quran has used the word “Amanat’” (trust) in describing
- the Tslamic conception of Government, that® is to say, the
Khalifa excrcises the power that is entrusted to him by the
people, and nat the power which is assumed by him.of hisown
~ will or which is inherited ‘hy him as a birth-right. . This word .
" alone is sufficient to illustrate the nature and power of an Isla-  ~
“mic government. The Holy Quran does not speak of the right

_of government as something proceeding from the Sovereign - ’

" ta the subject, but as something proceeding from the subject to
“the Sovereign. . For-full apprecidtion, however, of the Isla-

it conception of the State, it is necessary to quote the verse, .- S

which in brief but comprehensive terms describes the nature
and duties of the: rulers and . the ruled. . The. Holy Quran
. “God commands you to- entrust the vesponsibility -of gov--.
 ernment to those worthy of i, and those of you who become -
 rulers.. should “rule justly; God: admonishes you with that
“qwhich is excellent, verily: He is Hearing, Seeing.” (IV:58.)
In the first part of this verse the people are told that it lies
“with them to choose théir rulers, and ‘that nobody. else can’
‘appoint a ruler over them, that is to.say, Sovereignty is not
hereditary and nobody is entitled to become a Sovereign merely .
-hecause he happens to-be the son of a previous Sovereign. -
" Rulership is then defined as a trust and people are admonished
not to entrust it to a person who isnot worthy of the trust, but
1o place the responsibility on the shoulders of him who would
- discharge it honestly and faithfully. . ‘Then, we are told that
" Government is not an: independent thing in itself, but-is a
_ - mere delegation of powers for the purpose of enforcing and
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protecting certain rights which the people cannot individually
enforee and protect; owing to the large number of persons con- '
cerned. . It is. therefore, a trust, and not in the nature of
property. The ownership of the rights concerned is vested -
in the community and not in the Sovereign. - Again, the .
latter is told that the power vested in him is by -way of trust
and that he must not abuse or misuse it, and must. hand it -
. over to the beneficiaries at the time of his death without de-
terioration or*diminution, .that is to say, he must: be vigilant -
in the protection of national and.individual interest and rights,
and that he would have no power to surrender or damage any
portion of them. Rulers and officials are next told to discharge
the respective duties of their offices justly and faithfully. The
verse then goes on to indicate that-the Muslims would forsake -
this mode of Government and would, in imitation ‘of other
people, revert to the: monarchical and hereditary  forni of
Government, but that the admonition’ of God, wis., that the .
Muslims should -stick to the -representative form of Govern-
‘menit, choosing their. best brains to rule over them and to
avoid the hereditary system of Government, is the best advice. -
The concluding wards of the verse indicate that God has pre-
scribed. this mode of Government seeing evils of other forms. .
‘of Governnient adopted-by men and hearing the prayers of
“those who stiffered under ther, and that the Musilms should,
therefore, adhere to it and: thus show their. gratitude for the,
favour that God had done them. - . = -
From this- it is clear ‘that the Islamic:form of Govern-

ment must be based on an elective and representative basis,

and that the Sovereign is regarded as the representative of the *
people in their colléctive and not their individual capacity.. 1T
shall now draw, a brief sketch of the Islamic form of Gov-"
ernment, so.as to illustrate its different functions. and aspects. -

Islam requires the Muslims to elect as their ruler 'a man.

whom they regard as best fitted to discharge’ the responsi- -

hilities of that office. - Such a man, when elected, holds office,
.. not for a period of years like the Presidents of the \Western

Republics but for life, and God .alone can remove him from
office, i.c., bv means of death. " In this man is invested all the
power and authority of Government, but it is his duty to de-
vote the whole of his life to the promotion of the welfare .
of his country and not to the seeking of his own aggrandise-

‘ment. His control over the treasury-is limited to ‘the spend- -

_ing of money for national needs and requirements, and he.

i
f
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cannot, therefore, fix his own allowance. This must be done
by his Advisory Council. It is the duty of the Sovereign to
ascertain the views of the people through this Council.. On -
special occasions and with reference to special matters ‘the
opinion of the people may be ascertained by means of a gen-
eral referendum, so that any differences hetween. the opinion
~ of the people and their representatives may come to his know-
ledge. - He is expected to respect the opinion of a majority
of the representatives; but as he is above all kinds of pelitical
partisanship and has rio personal interests. to serve, his own -
_opinion is believed to be entirely impartial and influenced only
by considerations relating to the welfare of 'his ‘country.and

Islam promises special Divine Grace and Help to the Khalifa.
. He'is; therefore, authorised under special circumstances ‘and
in matters of special importance, to overrule the opinion of the.
majority of hisadvisers, . Lo e
He is absolute in the sense, that he can, in certain’cases,
“override the opinion of the representatives;on the other hand,
his power is limited in the sense that he has no control over
~the Islamic constitution by which he¢ is bound, and he cannot
~repeal or overrule any jportion of it. He is bound to. take the
advice of the people and is bound to preserve the elective char-
‘acter of his own office. Ie is an clected ruler in the. sense

“that, under the will and guidance of God, he’ is appointed to
-'his ‘office through the agency of the people, and he is a repre- -
sentative of the people in the sense that he is expected to fol- -
low the advice of their representatives.except when compelled -

to differ from it by urgent or ‘extraordinary necessity.. ‘He
“cannot, by his own authority, spend a penny out.of the public

rules by virtue of a Divine. Right in the sense that he cannot
“be removed from his office, and is promised Divine aid in the
" discharge of his daties and in the carrying out of his under- .-
“taking. B T R AL
~© The details as to the method of the election or appoint- -
‘ment of the members of the Advisory Council and the appoint-
ment of the Governors and other officials, etc., have been: pur-
" posely omitted by Islam so that they ‘may be decided accord- .
_ing to the exigencies of the time and so that human reason'miay -

have scope for work and expansion, a principle which is-essen- -

- prohibited the Muslims from questioning the' Holy Prophet
*(on whom-be. peace and blessings of God) concerning :every,

‘his people. Besides being the true representative of his people, . -

funds on his own person or “for his personal needs.  He

tial for the intellectunal development of man. .The Holy Quran . .
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little detail for many ‘matters are purposely left to the reason
and judgment of men. If the smallest detail had been laid -
down by the Holy Quran or the Holy Prophet (on whom be
peace and blessings of God) there would have heen no stope

" left for the intellectual development and progress of man and

thus serious injury would have been done to mankind.

. There are several forms-of Government at present in exis- .-
tence, but everybody who studies the constitution laid down’
by Islam will be compelled to acknowledge that it is not.pos- :

" sible to.devise a better form.of Government. ~On the onc

hand it comprises the best -form of representative: Govern-~
ment, and on the other it is entirely free from party spirit, for -~
the Sovereign is not dependent upon-the aid or the co-operation .
of any particular party. He confines and devotes himself- .

to the study of the welfare of his country and people, and as
-his office is held on a life tenure, the country is not deprived of

the services of its best brain after a specified number of years. -
We believe that this is the only perfect form of Govern--
ment; afid we are confident that as the circle of the Ahmadiyya .
Movement widens and its membership increases, people will of =
their own free-will acknowledge the excellence of this form of
Government, and even Sovereigns awill renoupce their heredi-
tary rights in the interests of the welfare of their countries
and will confine their privileges to those which they enjoy, and
to which they are entitled as individuals. - . = . 7
As the Promised Messiah (on .whom -be. peace and-the

- blessings of' God) was only a spiritual Khalifa his successors -

will also, so far as possible, remain ahove politics, even at a -

" time when Sovereigns and Statés have joined the Movement. -
- They will perform the. functions of a real League of Nations,

and will endeavour, with the help and advice of the represcn-,

_ tatives of ‘different countries, to regulate intérnational rela- -

‘tions.  Their principal function will, however; he to look after
the religious, moral, ‘social’ and intellectual welfare of the -
people, so as to avoid their attention being monopolised by poli-
tical matters, and important yeligious and moral affairs being
neglected as. was the case in the past.- I have said, that they .
will so far as possible, remain aloof from and above politics.
I have made this reservation to' meet exceptional cases where’
the people ‘of a particular country in a time of difficutly or -

" crisis may request the aid of the spiritual Khilafat, and it may:

become necessary to make temporary arrangemnents for the
Government of that country. But such arrangements would
be confined to the shortest possible period of time in each case.
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The Spiritual Aspect of Islam
| Sir Md. Zafrulla Khan, K.C.S.I.

. The attitudes .adopted. in Moslem . prayers appear
at’ first sight to he mere formalities’ with no spiritual =
“'meaning whatever, but in- reality they constitute a regular -
~ tourse of spiritual training, and a little reflection would make
this apparent: The human soul is encased in.the body and -
_the latter serves it ‘as a vessel or as a shell, and ‘the condition
of the véssel affects its contents, as the condition of the shell
affects the kernel. A dirty vessel is sure, sooner or later. to .
- ¢contaminate its contents, and a crooked one is bound to impart
to its contents its own crooked shape For instance, we find
_that the'amount of intellect possessed by an individual depends.
“upon the shape, dimensions and structure of his brain, and .
~ and the development and decline of the intellect are subject to-
-the development of the physical characteristics of the brain.
“If hy some accident or some scientific operation the shape of
a man’s brain could be-altered, his intellect would be affected
* at once, nothwithstanding’ the fact that no diminution or. in-
crease has-taken place in the quantity of ‘the substances of
which the brain is composed. The assumption of a particu-
larly facial expression or a particular attitude produces a cor- -
responding change in-our powers, manners or moods. For
instance, the mildest of men .could, by assuming.a stern ex-
pression of countenance, acquire a corresponding sternness of
character.” A high functionary in one of the American States, -
placed ‘in a position of great authority which required the .
- exercise of strict control and discipline, was pronounced ab- .
~solutely unfit to perform his duties, inasmuch- as he totally
lacked the will and resolution to carry out disciplinary mea-
sures; He could never bring. himself  to administrate the
slightest.reproof or punishment; At last he was fold that un-
less he could infuse a little more firmness and resolution into.
his character he would no longer be allowed to retain his post. -
- He then went to consult a character specialist, and was told
".that he must put on an expression of sternness, keep his teeth
clenched: and. gericrally assiime a severeé manner. -He relates
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that after going throngh this course of assumed sternness for.
a few months, he began to find that he was growing really -
severe  and that gradually he practically -lost all feelings of
_compassion and forgiveness! This is a very convincing illus-
tration of the influence which the mere assumption of an at
titude or an expression, exercises on one’s character. -
]?h_{'si()gﬁomi'st"s._ and phrenologists. are able to read a
man’s thotights and character from a study of his features and
the shape of his head, and these sciences have been reduced to
definite principles. “These sciences demionstrate that there is.
‘a strong relationship- between a’'man’s outward form and his
_character. and that they sboth react upon each other. A moral
or spiritual changeé in a inan’s character produces a corres-
ponding change in his features or in the expression of his
‘countenance, and vice versa. By the artificial development of
certdin parts of the head or face of a man, it has been possible
. to"develop certain moral charactéristics in ‘him, -so that ‘it -
cannot be denied that ¢very alteration in the physical condi-
tion af a man has its corresponding effect on his moral or :
spiritual nature. Weeping, even if artificial, saddens-the heart,
“while even an artificial laugh is sure to dispel the fogs of mel-
ancholy. Similarly, certain foods develop certain qualities 1n "
those who make-use of them. On the same principle certain .
attitudes and postures are not only symbolical of but induce
certain -states of mind: All the attitudes ‘and: postures: pre-~
seribed, in the Salat,-are productive of meekness and humility,
and not one-of them has heen enjoined as a mere formality. .
- They are all natural expressions of respect. and homage. Sim-
larly Jamaat (Congregation) is'a symbol of union. -When. gy
“the Moslems-stand in rows: to offer their prayers, they ina.
‘manner express by their attitude that in all spiritual trials-and
contests they would stand steadfastly by each other, and help -
each other in carrying out the commands of God. = C
Lo Beéi(le_s. it must be remembered- that no kernel can exist
'independently ‘of its shell, and a shell is to be valued only for -
~ the sake of the .sqbstancewhi‘éh it contains. Those who neglect
the shell altogether, in the end lose the substance also. Thq's(\
peoples  who - have completely - discarded outward religious,
forms: have also gradually lost the spiritual reality. In the
i case of the greater portion of mankind the result of the neg- -
Ject of outward forms would bhe  that’ everybody who- finds
the ordinances of his religion a-little irksome or inconvenient, .
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would 'allcgc‘ that he can. acquire. the substance without the
shell, ‘and that therefore conformity to those ordinances 18
not obligatory on him. Hence this freedom, instead of helping

spiritual -progress, would lead. millions of men to spiritual -

death, as is apparent from the plight of those who in answer
't these objections allege that purity of heart is the only ob-
ject worthy of being striven for, and that external acts have

o virtue in themselves.. Stich people lose both the. shell and
the substance; they do not retain external conformity and fail =~
"'to attain inner purity. Their hearts become foreign to the -

" fear and the love of God, whereas if the substance could be
acquired without the shell. it should have followed that their

hearts should not for-a motient have lost sight.of God. By’

neglecting external acts of worship. they have become incap-
~ able of fendering the true homage of the heart to their Maker.

_Conformity to Salat would: at least have directed their at-

tention to God five times a day. =

: " No.doubt the real object. is the substance and not the
- shell; but can any kernel exist without. the shell> From a study
~ . of the laws governing ‘external nature we can discover the-

jaws governing our spiritual development. In external ‘nature,
“we find that the outer skin-or shell is necessary for .the de-

" velopment of ‘the substance or -the kernel.. Would it be wise -

to do away with the skin or_ the shell of a fruit because we

only want the sweet substance of the fruit: and not its outer - -

_covering? - It is a universal riile that finc and delicate  sub-

stances are protected by rough coverings, and just as the soul -

_ stands in need of the protection-afforded. by the hody, our
_spiritual devotions stand in need of physical expressions. The

. mistake lies not in adopting outward physical symbols of wor- -

~ ship but in regarding these outward -expressions as the only

object of worship, and this is strongly. condemned by Islam.

The object of Salat is thus expressed in the Quran:
“Salat keeps one.away from unseemly and undesirable
‘aets.”” Elsewhere the Quran strongly condemns those who per-

God) has said that prayers unattended by the devotion of the

heart are useless, and that real prayer, is that in which the

- -heart finds itself in the presence of its Maker.

Next there are fasts. Here too:it is -s_npposed by somé; '

_ “people. that the act of worship consists in merely abstaining
~“from food and drink during certain:prescribed periods of the

~ form acts of worship for mere show and outward conformity. -
/ The Holy. Prophet. (on whoin be peace and .the blessings of
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vear. w hercaq 1a«t< are not mcwI\ feats of abstention hut lead

ty-great spiritual benefits. It is admitted truth, that the con-
nection of the soul with the body. inclines the former towards
material objects and pleasures. This. is the reason why the
spiritual-perception of . those whose principle concern is the
care of -the body beconies dulled. We find that people: engaged. -
‘in intellectual pursuits devote comparatively little attention to
CdtlﬂQ’ and drinking and the mere physical pleasures ‘of the
Im(lv Very often their.food and dress are ‘matters of [ndif- -
ference to them. heyvond the fact that the former should
- be healthy and the latter clean: - Fven in'these days of material
cmnfm‘t and luxury, we find that the intellectual -portion of-
ev erv mmmumtv hestows u)mparatwelv little tlmgj_;nd atten-

tion. upon. mere “physical comforts. . This shows that until the

“soul is to spme extent -freed from the trammels of the bodv_ ‘
it cannot soar very h high.in the mte]]ectual and qpmtual realms.

A smd\' ()f the 11\'{': of .men who have attained. spirifual
eminence in any age or. religion, shows that all of them have
kept iast,durmg some part of their lives. Almost all spiritual

o leaders and joun(le rs of religions have cenjoined their followers
to keep fast. - Out of the th()ll‘ulﬂdb of .religions which have'

“Aourished or are flourishing in this world, thcr ¢c-are only two

~viz., the Parsee religion and the religion of Confucius, about'
which it has been asserted that thev «do not enjoin - fastmrr on
I_thelr followers. As regards the Parsee religion, however, mml—.
ern investigation has established that fasts were enjoined by

" that religion, although the keeping of them has now fallen

"into (Ilsme through neglect of the ordinances of that 1el|<rxon :
One of the prayers in use among the followers of that rehglon,
contained a reference to iastmg.‘ Thus every religion, ancient

or modern;, with the solitary excéption of the réligion of Con- .

fucius, is found to ‘have contained or(lluames concerning
fasts. It is. possible that further investigation may yet disclose -
the fact that Crmfuudmsm is no exception to this rule, How-.
‘ever, this single exception, in the face of ‘the united testlmony
‘of all the other religions of-the world, dead or living, is not
sufficient to refute the proposition that at all times and among
all religions: the keeping of fasts has heen considered essential -
for. the spirittial progress, or at any rate, that fasting helps
~ spiritual progress: At the present clm' ‘the followers of Chris-
'tlamty espeuall} thme belonging to the Pr otestant Churches,
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are the greatest objectors to outward acts oi worship, yet even
here we find that Jesus Christ enjoined. fasts on his followers
~and that his disciples kept fasts. Among all -Christian com-
munities the great fast of Lent is still’ recognized and to a

“certain extent observed. This shows that fasting has not been -

enjoined as a mere ceremony but has a-deep spiritual meaning. -
- For instance the Holy Quran'says:. T RO
. “Fasts have heen enjoined upon you,” just -as they were
¢njoined on those who were beforeyou, in order that you may
“attain to purity‘of heart.” oo 0 S
" In this verse, the Holy Quran has deait with hoth aspects
“of the matter. Tt says that fasts have been “enjoined” upon
vou, thereby declaring that the.mere keeping'of a fast simply
“hecause God has enjoined fasting is an-act of worship which
pleases God. This would amply satisfy those who wish-to =~
. perform an-act of worship simply because they would thereby -
secure some direct spiritual benefit or reward. - This, however, -
~the Holy Book -says. is not an obligation imposed upon you'
alone. Tt was considered equally necessary {or" the ‘spiritual
progress of former nations and was also imposed upon them.
Tt is.hot an- empty Torm or ceremonial. The real object of the
.injunction is that ‘vou may attain to purity of heart. Thus
the Holy Baok explains that by imeans of fasts a man gains .
" strength to avoid ‘all manners of sins_and ‘evil-doing and at-
tains nearness to- God.  The reason for this. is ‘that. fasting

" loosens the honds which bind the-body, and. the: former being

thus set free is enabled to. soar higher and higher into spiritual . -

realms. . On the other hand, there is no doubt, that while the -
soul secks separation from the body for the sake of its in-
tellectual -and spiritual development, it secks union - with the
" body in order to attain perfection in ‘deeds. This double re-
quirement demonstrates the ‘need of fasting at some season

" and of administering to the needs of the hody at others. ' In .

Islam, therefore, while on the one hand fasting has been en-
~joined as a religious obligation ‘during Ramazan,. continuous
_fasting at other seasons have been altogether prohibited, so
- that this arrangement ensures ‘opportunities of development in
" every direction. There is neither ‘too much ‘ease nor'too much
“ascetism’in Islam. Tt ‘aims at creating neither ‘hermits nor -

- epicures. DT e e T L
* Apart: {from the principal -object of “attaining taqwa
‘(righteousness) fasting leads to many other. beneficial results.
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For instance, it is a great test of endurance For- a poor man,.
‘to whom one full meal a day 1s a luxury, it may be compar- -

“atively easy to abstain from all food and drink during sixteen

or seventeen hours, but for a rich man who is accustomed to
_his four meals a day at- regular hours, the limit of endurance

_is'reached w hen he is asl\ed to deny himself food and drink
from earliest dawn till after sunset on.a hot summer’s day,

-and this not only on a single oceasion but during a whole long . -
month. Imagme a wealthy man accustomed to dll sorts of del- . -

icacies, imposing upon himself such a course of. stern self-
~discipline during a whole month and relaxing it neither -in
thought nor in deed! Thus Ramazan keeps alive habits of pa-
tience! abstinence and endurance even among the richest Mos-

lems. It also awakens the wealthy to a realization of their.

duties towards the poor, especially duiing times of hardsh1p
and famine. A man who has never missed a single meal in his
life is not likely to be aroused :to much ‘sympathy by the

knowledge that to thousands of his fellow-heings one full. meal -

a da}r is luxury. The pangs of thirst and-hunger have no -
meaning for him. "It‘is a form of ill to which’ he himself has.
never heen subject and for “hILh therefore. he is not likely o
afford niuch sympathy. A man on the other hand, who fasts
during one montl out of ‘every twelve is not likely to treat the- -
solid facts of hung’er and thirst with indifference. The kriowl-.

- edge that there are fellow beings of his to whom a loaf. of

bread might ,mean life itself will keep him restless till he has
done all that in h1m lies to relieve the distress around -him.
The reality experienced by him will pravent hun fl om dealing " .

'w1th such matters llrrht]v

Snmlarlv therc are manv other beneﬁts whmh result

from an ohservancc, of this’ injunction, but they are ‘all mitnor

or. secondary ones and it must be attained by fastmg, as al- -

‘ready stated, is taqwa (r:qhteomncss) The Holy Prophet

(mav peace and ‘the biessings .of God he upon him) has said
that the p]easurcs of God cannot be won by mere abstention -
from food and drink; ‘and that so long as a man’s fast does
not keep him away from evil, it’ is not a fast'but mere starva-- |
tion.  This shows that the true aim ‘and object of fasting is to
gain’ ‘;trenvth to-avoid evil and 'to purify -the soul, and the

man who ol)scrves the form and forqets the substance gets

- no credit for his starvatxon

/
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. - By Sufi MQ: R. Bengalee o |
The primary function of religion is to bring peace upon

L Islam On -ReIigious: Péace

‘earth .and goodwill -to man. . It is very deplorable to mnote -
the malignant” animosity. and ‘the incessant conflict, existing
“among _the votaries of the various faiths, . This" discord has -

done a great disservice to the ‘true religion which, how-
ever, is absolutely free from-all blame in this matter. The
cause of this tragedy lies in man’s perversion of the truth. -
In these days of chaos: and. confusion, it is of ~vital

importance that. peace be made among the different faiths and-

~ the conflicting religious ‘groups be woven into'a harmonious
_unity. for concerted action. S : o '

Islam’s contribution to religious peace is incalcuable.

- The ‘adoption of the Islamic'principles in this regard, would -
“completely remove the causes of religious strife and usher in

a new era of harmony, peace and concord in the religious

- FIRST: In order to"acC‘omﬁliSh SUICCESS -in'_'thi"s‘ 'grarid '

. task, namely thé establishment: of peace among all religions,
‘Islam lays great emphasis on tolerance. - It strictly prohihits

compulsion and advocates complete freedom of conscience in"’
matters, pertaining to faith; The following verses of the

- Holy Quran abundantly. prove the truth of our statement. -

“Savi: . It is-the truth from the Lord of you all.- -Then

| whosocver will, let hiny belicve, and whosocver, will, let hin
disbelicve.”  (XVLL-30) . . R : '

. MSay: - O peoplesthe truth -lath-come unto you from your
Lord. - So, whosocver is guided, is guided for the good of his.
soul, and whosocwer gocth astray, gocth astray only against

it (his soul), And I aniiot a custodianzover you.” (X-109)

"~ “There is no compulsion in religion.: The truth has be- . -

come manifest from evror.” And he who rejecteth false deities

.and belicveth in Oie true God, grasped a fivin ha_ndhald' which

will never break.”  (11-256) . -

. It has often been observed that the protogonists of the dif-- |
ferent faiths, indulge in wholesale denunciation of their rival

‘religions. Islam strongly condemns this pernicious practice

and- éxhorts zll religionists net only to ‘tolerate, but to appre- -
ciaté the good points in all religions, - The Holy Quran says: .

- “And the Jews say the Christians are on nothing and_the .
i'(;"':'zri.s‘tiau's say the Tews are on-nothing.  They both read the
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Book. - Aud likc-zwise say these who hazve: 1o lc:zoﬁ'ledgc'."
(11-114) - . . o o .

The last portion of the verse quoted above fmean}s that 1t

" is not only the Jews and the Christians, but the adherents of

all faiths “who, possess no” knowledge” are, guilty of sweep--
“ing "denunciation of faiths, other than their own. . In sharp -
and striking contrast, -Islam advocates recoghiffon of truths in-

all the religions of the. world. -~ :
Nothing is so repugnait'and runs so counter to the spirit
' of Islam as idolatry. ..In ‘order to promote tolerance and to
* establish peace among. religions, Islam enjoins upon the Mos-
lems, to desist from abusing even the idols. .The Holy Quaran

- says: . T U S
“Abuse not the idols of the Idolators; for. if ye do it they,

‘will abuse your God in return, as they know not. your God. -~

Inspired by the- sublime motive of establishing this much-’
.needed religious peace, the Tloly Prophet Muhammad dis--

played a tolerance toward the followers of other faiths, never

- to be found in the annals of religion. The following -verdict
- of history vividly illustrates_how stoutly did the holy prophet -
" defend the rights -and privileges Qf those belonging to relig-

" ions, other than his own. _ 7
“In the sixth year of the Heg

Les i':i-a, the Prophet grzm'ted to-
“the monks of the Monastery of St. Catherine, near Mount’

Sinai,.and to all Christians, a chartér, which is a monument. .
of enlightened tolerance. By it the Prophet secured to the -
Christians important privileges and immunitics, and the Mos- -

_lems were prohibited under severc penalties from - violating

~and abusing ‘what was thercin ordered. In this’ charter the

Prophet undertook himself, and enjoined on his followers, to
~ protect the Christians, to guard them from all injuries, and to ‘

defend their churches, and the residences of their priests. They

“were not to.be unfairly taxed: no bishop was to be driven out -
of his bishopric; no Christian was to be forced .to reject his

religion: no nmonk was to be expelled from his monastery; no

pilgrim- was to be detained from his pilgrimage; nor were the
Christian churches to be pulled-down for the sake of building
- mosques or houses for the Moslems. Christian women mar-,
“ ried to Moslems were to enjoy their own religion, and not to
he subjected to compulsion. or annoyance of any kind on that.
account. I{ the Christians should stand in need of assistance’

for the repair of their churches or monasteries, or any other

matter pertaining to their religion, the Moslems were to assist.
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them.” (A Short History of the Saracens by Ameer Ali.)
CSECOND: ‘Islam offérs the eternal truth of unity of -
God as the basis for religious Peace. -~ . . . .
It is a matter of common knowledge that monotheism is *
the central teaching of Islam. Resignation unto the will of
_the One and Only God is the essence of the holy faith. The
" Moslems are rightly designated -as the. unitarians throughout -
_ A research into the history of religion makes the amaz- -
ing revelation that- monotheism forms the corner-stone of all
religions. There is no doubt that people have fallen .into the
“lelief of the multiplicity of gods and - goddesses, men have -
- lieen deified and there have existed Trinity and polytheism

of every description, hut yet, behind. the thick and the dark :

“clouds of human corruptions, the Sun of the Iinperishable Gol- -
~den Truth of One and the Only. God, shines forth with ever-
increasing brilliance. . The following quotations strangly sup-:
port our conception. .- R IR T
. “Monotheism has been very generally assumed to have heen-
_the primitive. religion. Lord Hubert, Cudworth and others
‘claborately defended this opinion in the past, and still it finds
"learned advocates.” - A e R
© " “The belief in the primitive ‘monotheism is generally rested
on the authority of the opening chapters of genesis i
i et FIESE chapters plainl
reach monotheism and represent the God whose words and acts
are. recorded 'in the Bible as no mere ‘national God but the
only true God. oo 0T A IR SRR
~ “Were, then, the oldest “known historical religion mono-
theistic? Many. maintain, they: were DL
. “The Egyptians had undoubtedly 'such a sense .of the ~
- Unity of the Divine from.the .dawn of history and they ex-
‘pressed it so strongly in various ways, from a very early
‘period, that . they have heen ‘prohounced - monotheists, - not
~ merely by the theologians attachéd to the traditional dogma, -
- hut by - most, eminent Egyptiologists-De” Rouge, Marriette, -

- Bruesch and Reriouf.” : o : : ‘
“The Chinese religion, indeed, can hardly be said to have
“been at any period a* polytheism... AU Sm— N (1
‘have throughout . their known history explicitly and clearly
acknowledged the unity of the Divine- the uniqueness of Tien -
(Ti, Shang-ti).” T S
~ “Then, even, in these ancient religions where.a. plurality
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of deities is apparent, a sense of the unity ‘of the Divine is
implied and in the course of their development comes to ex-
pression in various ways.” :
_ “even in the oldest known polvthelsm are to be tnund Te-
markable approxnnattons to monotheism.” . '.
“Finally reason in striving to understand and e\plam thet '
world tends towards monotheism.. _
In the measure in which reason advances elther on the path of-
. .scientific investigation or of phllosophlcal 5peculat10n poly-
_theism must- retreat and disappear, in the measure in which
it discerns unity, order, moral government, indications of ‘the -
'Spmtual character.and de51gn in. the world monothelsm must
rise and spread.” §
A mOHOtheIStIC movement can be c]early traced in anc1ent.
. Greece.” o
. “Israel presents us w1th the ﬁrst e\ample of a monothexs- §
*tic nation.’ o
~ “The God of the Old Testament is also the God ‘of the
- New, Christ and the Apostles accepted. what Moses and the
- Prophets taught concerning “God,: they - assigned to Hlm, no. .

‘other attributes than had’ a]ready been’ assigned to Him.”
(anyclopedta Britanica 9th Ldition, Undel Thc1sm) :

¥ - Qver thirteen hundred and’ fifty years ago, Islam laid the]

- solid foundatien of religious peace, by e\temlmg universal
. invitation to the advocates of all religions, to make common. |
cause, based upon the behef in one God The Hob Ouran;'
says: ¢ :
: “Say, O Ye, people of the Bool., conitc to an aqremneut be— !
tween us .and vou that we shall worship. none but -God and
we shall ascribe no partier 4mnto Him and none of us shall take °
others for Lords besides God; and if they turn away, then .m‘\'
bear wzme.u that we. have wrbmzﬁed omselues wto Hrm
(11 64) o -
THIRD Another 1mghty contrlbutlon that Islam ‘makes
toward religious peace.is its-recognition of the basic unity of
all religions. Islam emphasises the fact that from the earliest - -
~dawn of history God has been sending Fis messengers, in all - -
- countries and to all nations for the guidance of human-kind. -
- Fundamentally, they all came with the one and the same mls—-' E
sion.  The Quran says:— : -
"leere Izas been 10 peaple w:fhauf a I/V arnm (Pa ophet) .

5 (XXXV-24) -
“And. ucrely we hauc razsed i euery uatwu a messenger, L

.-./
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~ proclaiming:  Serve one trive God and shun falsc deities.”
L T (XVIL36)
- Islam' makes it imperative .for its adherents to believe
in all the Prophets of God. . A Moslem cannot be a Moslem
‘unless he believes in all the divine messengers along - with~
Muhammad., . . .
.~ Let the followers of-all religions recognize the fundamen--
tal unity of all religions and pay homage to the great founders
" of all faiths who were the common benefactors.of the human
“race, at once all religious ‘dissensions and discord will cease
1o exist, and a new heaven and a new earth will be created.in".
‘which peace will reign supreme - . FER

FOURTH: ° In order to- bring “about Zféli-gious_ peace e

~ Hazrat- Ahmad, the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Move-
" ment made certain definite propositions, which are noted be- -
dow, . T e
© 1. . The founders and the leaders - of -the:different relig-
. ions must not be referred to in-a manner calculated to wound
the feeling of their followers. . P
. 2. In the propagation of their faiths, the missionaries of
each religion must confine themselves to the expounding of the
merits, beatities and excellences of their religions without thak-
“ing any attack upon other: religions. - Because to find fault
‘with other religious does by no.means prove the truth or su-
- periority of one’s.own. T R IET R
3. “The followers of areligion must. not ascribe to their -
~religion a doctrine or-a teaching which is not directly deduc-
“ible from their scriptures: Both the doctrine and its proof

mugst be cited from the revealed -book of the religion.. :

- "4, The advocates of -different religions muist be required .
not to confine themselves merely to an abstract explanation °
" of the teachings of their religion, but also to illustrate in prac-
. tice the results which can be obtained by acting upon those

teachings, so that people might be able to judge xyheth_élj those -

“teachings do. or .do not lead to. any result..

S,
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Idul-A zha Celebrated

m Amenca

el Txtus szth
' (Noorul Islam)

_ The great ‘\Ioslem TFestival Idul-Azha, was celebrated on
' -February 11, ‘1938, with_splendid- sticcess,” by thé ‘various
Ahmadsyya Mlssmns in the United States of America, such
as Kansas City,- Chxeag;o Indlanapohs, Detrmt Cleveland and
~ Pittshurgh. ; : _
o In Chmafro, the center of the nmvement in thls countrv '
the faithful ‘assembled at the, \hmadwya ‘Mosque at about -
10 o’clock. Peace, harmony, devotion and reverence filled the =
~atmosphere. . Sufi M. R.- Bengalee, the head of the mission -
in this country, after leading the prayer, delivered an inspiring -
sermon in which he traced. the history of the sacrifices made -
by Abrahani, Hagaar and Ishmael, in commemoration of w hich:
millions of Moslems from all the distant corners of the globe,
flock to Mecca, every year to preform the sacred rites of the
pilgrimage. 'lhosc who are unable to make the journey to .
Mecca, celebrate the festival in - their respect:ve places.” The‘ |
speaker related, in details, and with stirring effect, the: striking -
- incidernts how Abraham was commanded by God to sacrifice:
his only son, Ishmael and Ishmael’s spontaneous readiness to- -
submit to- the will of God and His miraculous saving of Ish-
mael’s. life and how Abraham, at the command of God, left -
‘ Hagaar and Ishmael in the wilderniess of Mecca with but little. -
__provisions. . At this-point, the speaker paused and a wave of | -
visible emotion swept the assembly, “When the scanty supply
of water had been exhausted, and Hagaar had become frantic
‘with anxiety in-search of water, God showed’ His mercy and
power- by causing water to' gush forth from the ground.” This
spring of clear water is knm\n as the \Vel] of Zam Zam, ex- 1
; plamed the speaker o R :

In conclusion, the l\llsswnary made ‘an earnest appeal'
that the commemoration of all these moving examples of sacri-
" fice would be utterly meaningless an valueless unless évery -
one honestly and smcere]y sets ])efore h:mself the Iofty ideal of
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~the supreme self-sacrifice for the sgke of God and humanity
and constantly and conscientously, strives toward its realiza-
tion.” - , o Lo '
~+ - The assembled faithful were deeply moved by the appeal
_made. by the missionary in the course of the sermon. ‘Their
faces radiated -a fervor which was very intense_ as they.ex-
. changed greetings when the sermon was over. SR
_ The slaughter of an animal; which followed, - proved very
interesting. = Many gathered. around to witness ‘the solemn
spectacle. The Moslem Sisters spent.the whole day preparing
‘a delicious supper which was sérved toa cosmopolitan assembly
of guests’ who gathered to attend the evening session. - After
“the supper. was OVer, which every one enjoyed-to the utmost,
the speaking program was opened with a recitation of a chapter
. from the Holy Quran. - This was followed by a beautiful poem
* on the pilgrimmage, read by Mrs..Catherine Uber. Then Sufi,
“M. R. Bengalee, the Director of “the “meeting. presented two.
converts to Islam, Brother Omar Khan and Brother Noorud-
" .. Brother Omar Khan, in the course of ‘his beautiful speech -

. caul that since the.beginning of time, God decreed that inen . '

.- shoulit be subject to the Divine Authority. All prophets have’
‘called men to it, the promised Messiah being the last reformer. -

() people,” concluded the speaker, “‘we invite you to recognize . -

the Divine Authority of this world teacher. . ‘And, know that
- by accepting Him, you automatically accept all the divinely in--
_ spired messengers ‘who went before him. By accepting the .
" teachings of the world teacher, you develop in.you, moral and
~spiritual qualities; and achieve supreme success in life.”
" "Brother Noorud-Din inade a very brief but a touching.
speech. ‘Among other things, he said} “There is an inner urge
“in all men, which leads us to the search for truth and for God.
* To find truth is to discover peace—a peace that no hardship
and no.calamity can disturb; This heavenly. peace which the
word Islam symbolises, has been brought ‘by the promised
Messiah and isat hand.”- 0 0a o -
© - The Imam Sufi; M. R. Bengalee made-a closing address
which was listened to.with rapt attention. It was very interest-

_ing to hear him explain how the universal brotherhood, which -

‘is a supreme gift of Islam to humanity, was realized at Mecea -
“on the occasion of the sacred pilgrimmage. ‘He, then brought
" home to his audience the inner significance of the sacrifice.

«“Cultivation of the spirit of unquestioned obedience to the .
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: The Kaaba at _Meec'a -

"Omar Cle'velandﬂ |

Tradltlon represents the Kaaba as from time. 1n1memorxal :
the scene of pilgrimmage from all quarters of Arabia; from’

- ‘the shores of the Persian Gulf, the deserts of Syria, and the -
- distant “environs of Mesopotamla — the faithful flocked to

- Mecca. An homage so extensive must have had ‘its. mceptlon

: ternple

in a remote age. It seems to have existed before the time of -

Abraham,  as a temple of God. "A statement in the Quran .

shows t})lat Abraham and Ishmael had rel)mlt thlS am:lent‘

Centunes iater by Dmne order given to tht, Prophet- §

Muhammad it was made the Qiblah’ for all ’\Ioslems meaning

literally the direction or point “fowards which all. the followers

. of'the Ho]y Quran should turn when saying prayers—in order

' to set one goal before them and to- have one center to turn to,

wherever they happen to be. . -~ _
The unity. of the lelah among Moslems stands for their:

) umt}r of purpose, striving for one goal and for:m the basm on -

which rests the brotherhood of Islam.
" The Kaaba has never been supposed by any | \Ioslem to, R

_possess any divine. attribute, nor is any prayer cver addressed

to it. Tt is one of the five incumbent duties of a Muslim to per- *
form the ceremony of Ha] (P11g111111nage) provlded c1rc11m-' .
stances perm:t O )

'.commandments of God is- lh(, hlgh ohjectwe of the sacrlﬁce :
- God says, in the Holy Quran, ‘The blood and the flesh of the -

animal do hy no nieans reach God; instead, jt is ‘the righteous-
ness of the heart” The killing or the conquest of the evﬂ self

~forms the purpose of the sacrifice.”

In short, the celebration of the Idul~Azha festlval in our.
*\hmadlyva Mosque: in- Chicago, was a marked success. The -

Moslems were uplifted.and inspired to higher ideals of sacri-

fice and the message of Is]am was effcctlvely COI’IVC\ cd to’ the .
non- moslems : -
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Islam’s Contribution to Science o
~ and Civilization , -~
. Manlvi Abdul Kareem B.A.M.L.C. e
; ‘_ Retired Inspector of Schools, Bengal, India -~ i

© It is now an undisputed fact that the carly Moslenis made - -
" incomparable contributions to the culture and civilization of -
the world.. Far from proscribing free thought and enquiry‘and
‘placing any ban upon’ the cultivation of ‘science, as early and °
 medieval Christianity did, Islam gave it a tremendous impetus

_by making it a part of religion itself. . A Moslem ‘was enjoined .~

- to look upon the universe as an expression of God’s attributes, =

“and he had to explore it and utilize its objects, for the service
of mankind as an item of worship of their Creator. "It was.
this religious stimulus to scientific research that particularly

| impelled the early Moslems so zealously to exert themselves

for the advancement of sctence. A detailed account of their nu-

| merous scientific-achievements would fill many volumes. The
“more the world advances in civilization the more will their in- -
" estimable services to hitmanity be adequately realized and ap- -

| preciated. -~ - - o e
 History bears: witness to the fact that it was Islam that

. \"I‘th.(_:n',thé'-,])ilgrillis_'re;ich:t.h'e' bufskiffé’df Mecca, they stop..
“and prepare themselves for taking part in this ritual, a special -

form of dress, consisting of two pieces of unsewn cloth is worn

| by all the men. Then they come to the Holy. precincts and
perform. the sacred rites. - BT TR

.. In the-southwest corner of:t'his‘ aﬁéientftelﬁplé,‘ﬁ:‘\'ed-“a‘t a
height of five feet is' the famous black stone. It should be re-

membered, however,

‘idols, and the kissing of it in performing the Pilgrimmage can- -
not be looked upon as-a remnant of idolatry., =~ o

that it was at no_time one of the Arab. .~

- This black stone stands only as a"nmn.u’ment';"The‘,s;_f(;)ne v

which the builders refused is become the headstone of the cor- -
fier:”” ~So when the black stone is kissed, it is kissed as'a monu-
ment or symbol of the rejection of a. nation which was to
become the corner stone in-the divine kingdom.
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raised some of the most backward nations to_the highest pin- |
nacle of moral and matcrial progress.. Wherever the Mos-

lems conquered a country, instead ofi slaughtering the van-
" quished, as was done by the Israelites of old, they gave them -
new life, inspired them"with lofty ideals and raised them. to a *
* high level of civilization.. Thus, indeed, were many savage -

tribes transformed into civilized people. To whatever land the -
Arabs migrated they made it their home ;- they absorbed the -

. - culture of the conquered people and they did their best for the -

intellectual, moral and materjal improvement of the land of: :

. their adoption. The people to whom the later intellectual de-

‘velopment of the Moslems was due were, for the most part, not .
‘Arabs but ‘descendants of those who had adopted the faithof
the conquerors. Wherever the banner of Islam was carried, -
- remarkable centers of learning sprang up in no time and pro-
duced illustrious men in_the fields ‘'of literature, arts. science °
- and induostry. - Thus Damascus, Cordova, Granada, Baghdad
and Cairo becanie, fram time. to time, reputed centers of Mos-
lem culture and held aloft the torch of light and learning, art -
and science in Asia, Europe and Africa; at a time when the
West was sunk in ignorance and superstition. -~ .o ]
‘Europe’s indebtedness to Islam for her scientific progress
is much greater than she caresto admit.” She femaincd barren .
of all progress as long as she was under the heel of the
_ Church. Even the intellectual development that had taken place :
~among the Greeks and Romans disappeared under the persecu-
‘tion of the Church. - During the centuries of moral and in-
“tellectual stagnation in Europe, it was:the Moslenis who led ..
i the vanguard of intellectual progress in the world, There was
~a time when learning in Eirope.could be obtained only through.
the medium of the Arabic tongue... The very Renaissance, that -
awakened her from her long lethargy, was brought about by
~ the impact of Islamic culture and. learning: “But for the con-
~quest of Spain by the Mosleins, who knows how long she would °
" have remained in that savage condition.” All her later achieve-.
ments in the domain of science, art and learning owe' their in-
spiration-'wholly and solely to the influences that emanated
from Moslem Spain and penetrated the rest of the continent.’
- All knowledge, whether;of Astronomy, Mathematics, Physics =
 or Philosophy of ‘which later ‘on- the Europeans made thetn-
. selves masters, was originally derived from the Saracenic -
schools. Besides, there has Been hardly any reform, religious, -
social or political, from the time of Martin Tuther to that of .

AR
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| Lenin, which _'does; not bear -the stamp of ‘Tslamic influence. " |
Draper has very truly said, “In whatever direction we look we

science, Saracenic vestiges.” -+ - T
Dr. Campbell, a reputed British -scientist, in his ‘-book
“Arabian Medicine” writes, *“When Europe was lying torpid in -

| culture and civilization were spread in the Islamic States under
| the high patronage of-the Caliphs of Baghdad and Cordova, -
and "at a -timie when the Barons' and Ladies of Medieval
Jurope could not even sign their names, almost every adoles-
cent boy -and girl in Islam.could read and write freely and
with ease.™ - . =7 - oo e s N
1 In his famous “History of Human Society,” Professor .
| Frank Blackmore of -the University of Kansas writes, “In
| every country that was conquered, the first duty of Islam was "
‘1o build a mosque in which Allah would be worshipped and
| his Prophet honoured. Attached to this mosque was a school
where people were taught to read and study the Koran.. From
1 this initial point they enlarged the study of science, literature - -
and art, and, through the appreciation of these sublime things, .
they collected the'treasures of art and learning wherever these
| could be found. - From imitation they passed on to the great
1 field of creation, and great advances were made to the sum of
| human knowledge. Schools were founded. great universities -
1| established, and libraries were built which laid the permanent .

| foundations of knowledge.” - o
: ~ The Moslem made phenomenal progress in’ Science, in a -
|.wonderfully short time. - They visualized, thirteen centuries .
1 ago, many things which are being discovered to-day. They ex- . ‘
{ plored and exploited the potentialities of objects which were
| unknown and unthought of, since the creation of the world.
! In fact there was hardly any conceivable subject to which they
1 .did not give serious thought. - They made most important dis-
| coveries in’ Chemistry, in Astronomy, .in- Mathematics, in.
1 Medicine. They specialized in History and Geography- They -
1'unearthed Alchemy and Algebra. They initiated and devel- .
. oped the ‘study of Political - Economy "and ‘Sociology " which -

. “were. unknown sciences till -then. They’ made valuable re-

| searches in Zoology, Geology and Botany: . Moslem students, |

| accompanied by artists, travelled far and wide to study vege- -

{ tations, which were minutely described by pen and brush. Al-

| herin, a .renowned botanist.’ travelled to and fro in India for -

meet in various pursuits of peace and war, of letter and

| the depth of intellectual obscurity and gloom in the dark ages, .
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forty years collecting materla]s for his studlcs Besmles, Mos-
lems .investigated and wrote on various other'subjex_ts such
as navigation,. agrlculture, 1rr1gatlon. gardening, statistics,
chronology, and topography. Lven av1at10n the latest-achieve- -
ment of Europe and an early wonder of the twentieth century,
was not left untried. The. first two martyrs among the con- .
~ querors of the air were Moslems. In the reign of Khalifa Al--
‘Mamimm, a scientist named- Abul Quasim 1nvented an aero- .

plane, but: crashed when flying and. was killed.

. In the elghth century, the Abbaside Khalifas estabhshed the
famous ‘acadeiny of Baghdad, where were translated the works °
of the renowned mathematician Euclid, Archemedes and Ap- *
‘polonious, of the astronomer Ptolemy, and of the’ naturalists, ]
Hlppocrates and Diomedes. In this and othér Moslem cen- -
.ters of learning Greek culture was kept alive at a time: when, -
- outside Byzantium, it had ne abiding place in the non-Mos- :
~lem world. Many were the libraries, observatnne‘; and labora-
tories that were established by Moslem kings. In the library

S attached to Baitul-ul-Hikmat, the:abode of ° learning, a res

markable umverszty' founded by Khallfa Harunur-Rashld‘,

_ there were many hundred thousand Sanskrit, Greek, - Coptic,

'Chaldean, and Persian hooks besides those in Arablc Khalifa
Al-Hakim’s library was so very extensive that 1ts catalogue
had to be preparcd in fortv thL volumcs : '
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Islam, The Greatest Integrating

. '.By"

" De M. S. Nawas-Khan M.B., BS, Medical Officer

S *'Magadi, Kenya

- Islam is commonly and erroneously’ known in the west,.’

‘45 ‘Mohammedanism,”* Islam medins, the religion of ‘peace,” .
“peace in the widest sense of the word, viz:'peace between'
.God and man, peace between man and man,. peace hetween -

u state and its subjects, peace between master and servant, -

_ peace, between religion and science, peace between Capital -
and- Labour, peace’ between husband “and wife, peace “be-
_tween pareénts. and children, and peace between different .

powers; nations and communities. .

" Tslam'is-the religion of hiunanity in general.. Tt means

comiplete. resignation and submission to God’s ‘will on the"

~ ane hand; and doing good to one’s fellow beings, on the other.
Islam is as wide in its conception as ‘humanity itself. It

“ivasi not originated by the- Prophet "Muhammad. (peace and

blessings of God be upon him}) since Islam was the religion of all
_the ‘Prophets of yore, in itsliteral sense.” It was of course - -

-perfected and given its present form, by our Holy Prophet.

e Evolutmn In Rehgmn

© . “Like evolution in nature there has béen, and should -
“have ‘been -evolution in religion as well. . In the beginning .
“when society was in its primitive state and.man’s faculties .
‘were yet ‘in-embryo’ or, ‘unevolved, elementary -and simple:
- moral codes were revealed. to' them: Later, with evolution and .

‘-perfect moral, spiritual, ethical, social, Eanomib and political
_code was revealed for the guidance of humanity in general,.in -

- We believe that all the religious :
“had divine revelation as the commor basis whence they origi-
“nated, and the Holy founders of all the religions were in-

- the shape of Islam and the Holy Quran, . - - 7 " ot 00
systems of the world "

'spiréd- and pious personalities ‘who must -be duly respected: o
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It is 1mpossﬂ)le that millions of peup]e should adhere to a

faith which had.originated from an impure fountain. There |

is truth and beauty in every faith but Islam has assimilated

a]] the beauties, that lay scattered in- ‘different faiths. It

_is. like a tower of heaven]y light, and it is common knowl-
eédge that it ‘is essential to keep the side- rﬂads ﬂood 11t in
order to gmde the, people to that tower, = S

- Peace ‘Among Religions

Islam has laid the ‘foundation -of peace- and harmon\-
-among the religions of the’ world and has thus removed
. mutual dissension and_ discord, on ground of religious dii-

- ferences, by comman(lmg us to believe in the truth’ of all
the prophets of the world. " Every country and every. na-
tion had a Warner for a- limited period of time; and later

“when means of ¢ommunication-were established between the .

different couritries, a-common \Iessengel and Warner were

‘sent to them, fo gather all*mankind, under the. cosmopolltan s
banner of Is}am which recognizés no cast distincfions, no colour”
. prejudice, and no sex bars, and which meets’ alI the true physmal,,

- and splrltual requlrements of humamty

- Historical Reli gion .

‘ Another dlsimclnc feature of Islam is, that 15 2 hmlorxcal .

: rehglon and its holy -founder was a histarical personage. The
'Holy Prophet was a perfect model-for the guidance of hu- "
" man conduct in all the phases of human actlv:ty He had the

opporturiily- to ‘develop all his mental and instinctive facal-

ties. For instance, his conduct’was a model for the orphan

and the poor, as well for a king, a general and a statésman.
All the events of his Jlife had been minutely ohserved' and

recorded with greatest " accuracy. The pnstme purity of

the Holy Quran is unchallanged, since its text has been

handed down to us.in its orlgmal form qulte unlnterpolated_‘ |

both in letter and in- splrlt _
: - God Of Umvetse : i
God of Islam:is ab()\e all trlbal deities '111d n'ulonal Gods

" Our Allah is not only God of the Moslems but he is the Lord of ~
{his coneeption wf the Divine has .
outlook of -human: q\'mpath\' and .
a Moslem's hrotherhood.  Like the:

the whole universe.
\VldE'ﬂEd |mmeuqelv .
enlarged the Clrcle Q
sun _which.shines equally in the Tast arid West, on the
vellow, the black and the, white, on the savage and the ultra-

—c1v1hzed d Moslem's’ beneficence’ and ‘mercy knows no- dis-

P

A
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_um_tlnn u[ ca:tc mlnm‘ u‘nul or cnuntn

Unity
\nmhct umque lc.mnc of Tslam is its -1mpllut\ dnd its
sublime ideal of unity: The Creator of the universe is ‘One.’
He needs no. hdpcr Decause he. possesses all the perfect. at-
tributes and is Iree from-all dcfcats st Mercy -of course
: mmprchends all other attributes. The universe: mspltc of its
:!mmcnsc \dllCl'lCH and div crsnlo. s suh]eut to-one and the
sime: law: and proves the influence of a great iidividual mind

hehlml it. thitt <lc-|-ru~ originates,’ umlrnh and 'mm]ul'rtes',' '

Cand recrcate% it Toven: ‘51r J'lmcq Jeans, an emment au-
thority one astronomnyis-foréed 1o admit, that - ‘the creation,

Cof the universe must Im\c been an-act Of thouwht 'md nf A

"lhnutrht mn the mmr] 0{ a mathematu,al cremut:

S Life After Déath ‘ :
Isle teu.hcs us, that-life after dcath i< reality ‘mld |t__'f.',

s onlya umtmualmn ‘ol this life: - Tovolution-of the human
~soul wll] continuc 1n-the hcl‘c.tﬂu‘ and man shall have to
account” for” his deeds, “for which 2 judgiuent - must be
made. 1 s futile io imagine, that ‘such a grand. or-mmma

tion, 'm(l such a vast starry ('rca‘uon was pluul at the serv- .

ice of muan, so tlmt lu may liveé a-few score of veirs, to eat_ :
adrink’ and be'merry” or m.ﬂ\ a few.inv entions. and then per:
_ 1511 \\nhnut I)cmw r:uwcd \tnun to aceount’ fu1 lns dccds

Moral Teaclnng . Co
. llw ~.L0|1c of aoral-teachings of ic.l‘un is also wide.
- lqldm does not, l‘u' p'umuhr stress on meeknc:c Tt re-
(uires us to develop, all “the | instinetive len(lenucq inus,
“and to utilize. them with Lommon sense and reason, on ‘prop- .
TeTIOCEASINDS. - Tts main object is to u:fe:nm. If Emfm’eneqaf_ ‘
will move a man: to: suhnns%mn and: reform e f-;houl(l bhe
forgiven, other\nsc he'is tn he pumuhcd in pm portmn tn thc -
: gmvrtv of his- er um- : . _ , _
S . Fraternity‘ _ :
lhc Holy, lmphct has established “a wm'ld w:de fra-
_ternity; and a universal hrotherhood and unity of mankind:
Tis democratic pnuuplu and cnqnmpoht'm nature. are well’
known 1o ally - Islam abolishes all invidions' class.. distinc-
" lions and thus sounds @ deatly knell to" all race: premdtceq _
and | bll[](?ll()l‘ll\ based 011 caste or colour a]one. Tts only
crltenon for supcnol lt) 18- v1rtue aud serv1cc to humamtv
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‘L\ en more. lhc unm of mankind.”

K v - ..
Iskinmi . does nol Imlcr-uulu»udmlnllt\ We AFC 1ever con-
fronted with color problemi.  In'a mosque. evena subject stands
shoulder to shoulder with a king. Islan has taught and in prac-
tice has’ achieved a complete ullldllt\ of mankind. Lewis Browu
suys, in his book, **This, believing World"—“The supreme gift,
of Ibld.lll was the ideal of unity, \\'hurh it drilled some: how into -
the he ads ol a lnmdlcd races=—11ot mer cl\ the uml\ of (;()(1 but

Reverence Of Authomty

,\nuthm lemgm Teature of Tslam, lls reverence lm'
authority. luspiu of this fraternity (mrl u]uahl\"uf riglits,

~weare comniinded to haverey erence for authority.: In fir sl

“lesson weare taught in the iursery, in ll]L form ot obedience
to parents.  We are expected to remain :peaceful and loyal -
'lu the flag umlu which we'live, . [skim condenns ‘111 stieh -

' movenients s civil: disobedience, terrofism (m(l smml boy-

“and it-is duu ‘that thoughts and belief cannot e th,m“e(l ’
by toru, Tenge L()l‘ll])lll'wl(}l‘l m rdlumn simply promotes.
hypocrisy (md not " purity: of -heart, hig Islam - was ‘spread by

'Luit, as w ell as’ 1ci)dhon .m(l dlhlI(,h_)

No Compulsnon ; e

:
| 1

T he Quran duu not. dllu\\ U)lll])ll]'wl“l] in 1011"1011 I:,]‘nn‘-.
, staLhLb more importance to purity of heart than actions alone.

Purity ol licart dependson the purity. of thought'and heliel

ﬂm sword " it ~could not . purify: the. he’trts of " its- followers,

‘nor: could it get devoted, . sell- sacrilicing adherents. Is it
not a fact that the number. of Moslems i China, where there -

“has not been w sm"lc \luslcm ruler, fu"t,\t.eetls e numbel

: lhu ('m’cl nment. to pru\ulc nl.unlclnmw for alt- its: suh]eLtH'g
\‘1: :' :

. unn

of \Ioslem - Northern Indm, \\hu'e \[«)Slems have ruled for
ccenluries? IsLuu only allows the use of we cilpon in - self--

defense, never for th(. pl ()pd dll()ll m hnth nor lur ll‘IL love 01

E IJ(ml\' md plunder. o R e

T Duty Of The State _ o
I'~.l un uunms 11]mn 1lie st uc 10 ur-upcmlc wlth s :ub~
jeetsand 1o hielp the poor and’ 111L needy. - Itds the daty of

food, clothes, housing acconmodation and” cmployment
The state cani compell *idle-mongers . to- work “except of
}hc';r;pplc(] and the unfit, for wlibse: niainténance
\I]C Is -l'cspnnﬂhk : lslam llas oﬂcrc(l tln:: for I]ltl]d Lo SLttl
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the growing-disputes between Capital and Labour, and be-
tween Imperialism, Nationalism and Dolshevism.
 Peace Between Capital and Labor: B _
Islam™ favours neither *Capitalism’ nor “‘Bolshevism.” . It
recognizes the importance of private ownership, in order to
maintain the spirit of competition and progress and at the.
same time recognizes, in principle the right of the pootin the:
 wealth of the rich, and it levics on the Capitalists,-a royalty
.viz: 'Zakat' at the rate af 2V4% te he paid to the'state which
is expended for the benefit of the poor and the needv. This.is the: -
only medium path between Capitalism and Bolshevism, that can
maintain the balance hetween individual progress ‘and na- -
tional welfare. T o

- Interest - -

Islam also prohibits -tl1ri-'ragi(vi‘11;37 nnrl"'_t';ikiﬁg of ‘in_tcif'e‘st.. R

since it promotes Capitalism and is the cause of contin-

- ation of wars, ~Huge trusts and: svidicates are - formed, .

which. monopolize the source ‘of n':ﬂimi‘:,nl-‘_w.ailth ‘and ‘con-

sequenitly:wealth. cannot-he evenly- distributed among. the -

“people. T e e T :
D o (To be confinned)y o0

1 have a Friend and L am filled with His Love,
- ‘And [ have-an aversion to all rank and dignityy. - FRE S

I see that the world and  its votaries: are stricken wite
But that the land of my Love never suffers from want. S

Men incline towards worldly pleasures while 1

“Incline towards.the Face which gives delight and 't_h'_ril‘l'.{ -
I am attached to the shining skirt of my Beloved ARy
So-much so that.what was dull.and dark has-been.tl- .

. luminatedin me.o. o 0t ETRE R
> 4:: R g _-*‘ €« Lo Ckw Cxiw]

1 have sworn that 1 will not part from Him, o~ 7o ¢
Even though the lons should tear oy body- or the . -
T wolvest L L G
The kingdom of men depart with their dedth, = o
Bul the kingdom of my Love is not to part for ave.”
’ o (The: Promiscd ~Messialty I
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The Teachings of Tslam: English f"lnth :
Do, Paper.:
- The,lslarmc Mode of W nr:hxp (lllustratf-d)
The True Islam .
Ahmadiyya. Movement . ' .
A Present to the Prince of Wales. R D ¥
. A Shott Life of Ahmad. .. i
" Extracts from the Holy Quran and the Saymgs of the
" Holy Prophet’ Muhammad..
Life and Teachings of flie Holy Prophet ‘\/Iuhammad
Muhamrnlad thp L lheratnr_of‘ Women
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Ahmad:yya Movement in Islam '
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