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Robert Ainslie 
is pleased to sponsor
IPEI's Annual Adult Spelling Bee!

 

“Education is the most  
powerful weapon which you  
can use to change the world.” 
– nelson mandela

chemungcanal.com



 Host: Jean McPheeters

 Pronouncer: Geoff Dunn

 Timekeeper: Deborah O’Connor with a cast of honorary Bee Keepers

 Bee Fairies: Anna Danks Burke and Charlotte Hay

 Judges: Matt Braun, Vicki Brous, Jerry Dietz, Ralph Jones,  
  Deborah Lynn, Paulette Manos, Deborah Mohlenhoff,  
  Christine Sanchirico

 Blue Ribbon Sponsor: Chemung Canal Trust Company 

 Red Ribbon Sponsor: Wells Fargo Advisors

 Gold Ribbon Sponsors:  Sciarabba Walker & Co, LLP

  Cayuga Radio Group 

 Event Coordinator: Jennifer Biloski

 Spelling Bee Committee: Geoff Dunn, Janine Eng, Brandon Fortenberry, Mary Grainger,  
  Kolby Harrell, Usha Raman, Michelle Woods, David Wahl

 IPEI Staff: Julie Langenbacher, Christine Sanchirico

 Event Set-up:  Jeff Holcomb and the Ithaca High School Custodial Staff 

 Sound System: Barny Cole, Calf Audio

 Advertising Design: Torri Bennington, Westhill Graphics

 Event Supplies: Auburn Party Rental

 Photo Booth: Remembox

 Volunteer Support:  IPEI Board Members and Friends

 Student Volunteers: DeWitt Middle School National Junior Honor Society, 
  Ithaca High School Code Red Robotics,  
  Cornell University Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity,  
  Ithaca High School Key Club

WELCOME to the 2016
IPEI Adult Spelling Bee

thank you!

The Board of Directors of the Ithaca Public Education 
Initiative would like to thank the following people for 
helping make “The Bee” a reality!

WRED, Ithaca High School’s state-of-the-art television production 
facility and course, offers Digital Media students the opportunity 
to produce shows in a real-world environment for the web and for 
cable. Thanks to Jon Shyne and their students, WRED will record 
today’s Bee. The recording can be found on IPEI’s youtube channel 
after the Bee.



IPEI Adult Spelling Bee Teams

Round 1
1  There, their, they’re
Team:  Tompkins Trust Company
Sponsor:  Tompkins Trust Company
Spellers:  Kevin Cartmill, Ursula Russ, Michelle Hallock
      
2  Board of Ed Buzz
Team:  ICSD Board of Education
Sponsor:  Wells Fargo Advisors
Spellers:  Pat Wasyliw, Eldred Harris, Moira Lang 

3  Lexicon Artistts
Team:  DeWitt Middle School
Sponsor:  RealtyUSA
Spellers:  Joanne Church, Aaron Arm, Kristin Herman

4  CU Laters
Team:  Cornell Office of Community Relations
Sponsor:  Cornell Office of Community Relations
Spellers:  Gary Stewart, Susan Riley, Katelynne Brill

5  Caroline BEEtniks
Team:  Caroline Elementary PTA
Sponsor:  Caroline Elementary PTA
Spellers:  Suzanne Jablonski, Stacey Murphy,  

Sarah Fiorello

6  Bunco Bees
Team:  Spelling Friends 
Sponsor:  Bob and Elle Conti
Spellers:  Pat Bax, Tess Lawlor, Sherry Warner

7  Bee-dazzlers
Team:  Avid spellers
Sponsor:  CFCU Community Credit Union
Spellers:  Brandon James, Mary McCarty,  

Leslie Danks Burke

8  IthacaSTEM Hexaplexes
Team:  IthacaSTEM Advocates 
Sponsor:  Anchor Capital Management
Spellers:  Mark Chao, Suzanne Nussbaum, 

Karen Trible

Round 2
1  Ithaca Wegmans
Team:  Wegmans Employees
Sponsor:  Wegmans
Spellers:  Stephanie Riley, Teresa Smith, Nico Herlihy

2  #1STWRDOUT
Team:  Ithaca City School District
Sponsor:  Hunt Engineers, Architects & Land Surveyors
Spellers:  Luvelle Brown, Amanda Verba, Matt Landahl     
         
3  Fine Arts “Word” Boosters
Team:   Fine Arts Booster Group 
Sponsor:  Anonymous 
Spellers:  Mary Ann Erickson, Nicki Zawel, Julie Erickson

4  Family Buzzers
Team:  Family & Children’s Service
Sponsor:  Family & Children’s Service
Spellers:  Deirdre Hay, Laurel McIntyre, Ray Durkin

5  Ghoti
Team:  Cornell Linguistics Department  

Graduate Students
Sponsor:  Travis Hyde Properties
Spellers:  Ryan Hearn, Emily Barth, Zac Smith

6  IHS Bee-T-A
Team:  Ithaca High School PTA
Sponsor:  The UPS Store and Self-sponsored
Spellers:  Chris Dawson, Esther Racoosin, Jarra Jagne      

7  Westhill <Ortho>Graphics
Team:  Westhill Graphics
Sponsor:  Westhill Graphics 
Spellers:  Joe Ryan, Trisica Monroe, Tammy Shapiro

8  Notorious RPG
Team:  Cornell Spelling Friends
Sponsor:  Self-sponsored
Spellers:  Robin Davisson, Paula Cohen,  

Gina Giambattista



Round 3
1  Off the “Wahl” Spellers
Team:  Wahl Educational Consulting, Inc.
Sponsor:  Wahl Educational Consulting, Inc.
Spellers:  Olivia Wahl, Bunny DeMember, Claire Velasquez

2  ITA Spellerz
Team:  Ithaca Teachers Association
Sponsor:  CSP Management
Spellers:  Kathryn Cernera, Mihal Ronen, Adam Piasecki

3  Les Cafards
Team:  Lehman Alternative Community School
Sponsor:  Ithaca Bakery and Self-sponsored
Spellers:  Melanie Bush, Gina Kolb, Sarah Jane Bokaer  

4  Bee Compassionate 
Team:  Hospicare & Palliative Care Services
Sponsor:  Harris Beach PLLC
Spellers:  Mike Katz, Kat Lynch, Laura Ward

5  Spellotape
 Team:   Cornell Linguistics Department  

Undergraduate Students
Sponsor:  Chemung Canal Trust Company
Spellers:  Jonathan Masci, Lavanya Aprameya,  

Javier Agnedo

6  We Spell Krazy Good
Team:  WSKG Radio
Sponsor:  WSKG 
Spellers:  Sam Goodyear, Monica Sandreczki, Bill Snyder

7  #icsdlibs
Team:  ICSD Librarians
Sponsor:  Trane U.S., Inc.
Spellers:  Milly Stephenson, Maureen Gilroy,  

Alexandra Spencer

8  Code Red Robo-Bees
Team:  Code Red Robotics
Sponsor:  Tompkins Insurance Agencies, Inc.
Spellers:  Jamie Loehr, Karina Burbank,  

Mary Ann Williams

Round 4
1  The Warren Wordsmiths
Team:  Warren Real Estate
Sponsor:  Warren Real Estate
Spellers:  Jennifer Arbach, Linda Santos, Candy Brady
      
2  PTA Cavalry
Team:  PTA members
Sponsor:  Ithaca Council of PTAs and  Kelviden 

Equestrian Farm
Spellers:  Janet Huie, Marina Caillaud, TBD
 
3  Belle Spellers
Team:  Belle Sherman Elementary PTA
Sponsor:  Belle Sherman Elementary PTA
Spellers:  Merry Buckley, Leia Raphaelidis,  

Melanie Lefkowitz
 
4  The Unpossibles
Team:  GiveGab
Sponsor:  Self-sponsored
Spellers:  Jessica Confer, Kevin McGuire, Jesse Miner

5  y=mx+bee
Team:  Ithaca High Math Teachers
Sponsor:  True Insurance
Spellers:  Benjamin Kirk, Karen Seifert, Lisa Cochran
      
6  Highway to Spell
Team:  Cayuga Radio Group
Sponsor:  Cayuga Radio Group                       
Spellers:  Dave Ashton, Regina O’Brien, Kyle Robertson

7  The Spellicans   
Team:  Spelling Friends
Sponsor: Carol Bushberg Real Estate and Self-sponsored
Spellers: Melissa Smith, Russ Charif, Beth Howard

8  Walker Bees
Team:  Sciarabba Walker
Sponsor:  Sciarabba Walker
Spellers:  Elyse Eddy, Ann Harding, Ed Rudert



Championship 
Round

Winner Round 1

Team: ___________________________________

Winner Round 2

Team: ___________________________________

Winner Round 3

Team: ___________________________________

Winner Round 4

Team: ___________________________________

THE BEE TROPHY GOES TO...  

Team: ___________________________________

Proceeds from the 2016 Adult Spelling Bee  
will help fund IPEI’s grants for teachers.  

Together, we make a difference in our schools and  
in our community—thank you for your support!



NEW This Year... Spelling Bee Rules
1 Each team will consist of three members. All 

teams should have a designated speller who will 
write the response on the white board.

2 The Pronouncer will pronounce the word, give the 
definition of the word, use it in a sentence, give 
the language of origin, and pronounce the word 
once more. 

3 Each team will have 30 seconds to spell the 
word by writing it on the white board distributed 
to each team at the beginning of the round. The 
30 seconds will begin when the pronouncer 
has finished. The timekeeper will give a warning 
when 10 seconds remain.

4 Team members may collaborate on the spelling 
of a word.  

5 Team members may ask to have a word 
pronounced another time during the 30 seconds 
by raising the bee wand provided, though the 
clock will not stop. 

6 If a team completes their word before the 30 
seconds is up the designated speller will raise 
his or her hand.

7 Any team that does not hold up the white board 
HIGH when the judges call for time will be 
eliminated. Any team continuing to write after 
time is called or attempting to change the word 
as written on the slate will be disqualified. 

8 Penmanship counts! If the word is illegible or if 
letters are ambiguous, the word will be treated 
as misspelled.

9 Do not erase your slate until you have been told 
whether your spelling is correct. If a team erases 
its word too soon they may be disqualified. If a 
team attempts to rewrite the word on the slate, 
the team will be disqualified. If you have spelled 
the word correctly and the judges notify you of 
this you may erase and prepare for the next 
word.  

J If you have spelled the word incorrectly, please 
drape one of your flags marked with an X over 
the front of your table and prepare for the next 
word. Upon missing the spelling of two words, a 
team is eliminated from the round.

K The team left after all others in a particular 
round have been eliminated is declared the 
winner of that round, and will go on to compete 
in the Championship Round. Only one team from 
each round may participate in the Championship 
Round

L In the event that all teams in a round are 
eliminated at the same time by a single word, 
additional words will be added until just one 
team remains.

M Spelling words are chosen from various sources.

N Words will be pronounced according to the 
diacritical markings in Webster’s Third New 
International Dictionary (1993), the official Bee 
dictionary. These procedures and official rules 
will govern at the spelling bee. Any disputes 
will be resolved by the judges. There will be no 
appeals.

ITHACA, NEW YORK

J I LL  ROSENTEL
Licensed Associate Real  Es tate Broker

   607 273.3400
    607 280.2491

Bintu Fatima Sidiki
NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Cell: (570) 445-7655
Office: (607) 379-6344
Email: bintu@unitedcountryfingerlakes.com
Website: unitedcountryfingerlakes.com

225 South Fulton Street
Ithaca, NY 14850 Finger Lakes

aa – a kind of volcanic lava that forms jagged masses with a light frothy texture

etui – a small ornamental case for holding needles, cosmetics, and other articles

jactitation – a tossing to and fro or jerking and twitching of the body



 
 
 
 

 
Anne C. Chernish, CFP® 

Financial Planning • Money & Portfolio Management 
anchorithaca.com 
607.272.0004 

Discover Ithaca – Discover the World

EXPLORE SCIENCE, NATURE AND CULTURE

discoverytrail.com@ DiscoveryTrail

Cayuga Nature Center
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Cornell Plantations
The History Center
Johnson Museum of Art
Museum of the Earth
Sciencenter
Tompkins County 
 Public Library

Proud to support IPEI and  
the 18th Annual Spelling Bee

119 East Seneca St.
Ithaca, NY 14850

607-273-6444  |  www.harrisbeach.com

Grab your pen and spell along with the teams!



thank you!
Silent Auction Donors
l	Anonymous
l	Argos Inn 
l	Marina Caillaud and Bryan Danforth
l	Cat’s Pajamas
l	Coltivare 
l	Country Club of Ithaca
l	 Ferrer & Monaghan Vein and 

Aesthetic Center
l	Kyle Gebhart   
l	Gola Osteria with Svante Myrick
l	Peggy Hill 
l	Hilton Garden Inn   
l	 Island Health and Fitness
l	 LaTourelle Resort and Spa
l	McKenzie-Childs
l	Miel Beauty Bar
l	Paddle-n-More
l	Patterson’s Service Station
l	 The Pilates Room & Antigravity Studio
l	Plastic Tides
l	Red Feet Wine Market & Spirit 

Provisions
l	 Jan Russell
l	Sciencenter
l	Kate Seaman
l	 Treleaven Winery
l	Wide Awake Bakery
l	William Henry Miller Inn
l	 XAmbassadors 

Refreshment Donors
l	Aladdin’s Natural Eatery 
l	BJ’s Wholesale Club
l	Cornell Catering   
l	Cornell Orchards
l	GreenStar Natural Foods Market
l	Mark’s Pizzeria
l	Ned’s Pizzeria
l	P&C Fresh
l	Papa John’s
l	Purity Ice Cream
l	Shortstop Deli
l	 Tops 

Raffle Quilt:
l	Peggy Hill, Connie Patterson,  

Judy Steele, Marcie Wyant

Team Prize Donors: 
l	AGAVA
l	DonorsChoose.org
l	Steve Ryan

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Orthodontic Care 
607-319-4545   DuthieOrtho.com 

2 Graham Road West 
Ithaca 

ITHACA, NEW YORK

CAROL BUSHBERG
Licensed Real  Es tate Broker

Owner

   607 273.3400
    607 279.4530
   607 273.3400



What’s all the Buzz about? 
By participating in the IPEI Spelling Bee, you have chosen to ‘bee” a part of 
the buzz.  Thank you!  All funds raised at the IPEI Adult Spelling Bee support 
IPEI’s grants programs that help ICSD teachers engage students and enhance 
education, sparking student learning by connecting the schools with our diverse 
and talented community. 

More about IPEI grants:
IPEI supports educators with innovative ideas that energize the curriculum and foster authentic learning 
experiences that reach all students. Our programs bring a diverse range of community resources into the 
classroom, stretching students’ imaginations, increasing engagement, and enhancing education. IPEI 
currently has three distinct grant programs to help teachers reach far:

Teacher Grants support ICSD teachers who have ideas for educational projects that involve community 
members inside and outside ICSD classrooms and directly involve and/or benefit student learning.  
Applications are accepted each fall for grants up to $1,500 each. 

Red and Gold Grants are one-time grants of up to $500 for classroom and/or school projects 
developed by ICSD teachers, staff, students or community members offered four times per year.  Funds are 
granted to strengthen and enrich activities that fall outside the criteria of IPEI’s Teacher Grants program. 

Connecting Classrooms Grants of up to $10,000 fund large-scale projects that enhance student 
engagement and support learning consistent with school and district goals. ICSD staff are encouraged 
to develop partnerships between teachers within a school, across grade levels and/or between schools. 
The grants are designed to encourage innovative thinking, engage students, and increase the sense of 
community between groups of teachers and students.

“Thank you for your continued support of quality 
education in our district. Your efforts in fundraising 
for, and administration of IPEI grants have an 
immense impact on the positive growth of our 
students and community. IPEI is a welcome support 
to our daily efforts to impart high quality learning.”
–Samuel Trechter, teacher, Belle Sherman and Caroline  
Elementary Schools Sparks

Student 
Learning



 

Proud to Support IPEI’s Adult Spelling Bee  

Airport Corporate Park 
100 Hunt Center Horseheads, NY 14845 

(607) 358-1000    www.hunt-eas.com 

Horseheads, NY • Rochester, NY • Towanda, PA 

You’re all
winners

to Mama.

  

 

Amy E Schwartz                            Kelviden@yahoo.com
(607) 273-1545                                   www.kelviden.com

  

 

How do you spell “Community?”

Community...it’s in our name!  
  Visit us at www.mycfcu.com

C-F-C-U

607-257-4440
TompkinsIns.com

Auto    Home    Employee Benefits    Business    

perwitsky – 1: a tiger weasel (Vormela peregusna) of eastern Europe and northern Asia that is mottled reddish and white above and black 
below. 2: the fur of the perwitsky



Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis – is an English word that refers to a lung disease that is otherwise  
known as silicosis. It is the longest word in the English language published in a dictionary, the Oxford English Dictionary.  (Source: Wikipedia)

Hats off to IPEI  
from the CU Laters:

We’re scrappy, color-
coordinated, and

inevitably asked to leave  
earlier than we’d like.

 

Staples® 
742 South Meadow Street 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607) 275-0240 Tel. 
(607) 275-0384 Fax. 
www.staples.com 
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that was easy. 

How do you spell comfort?
s-n-u-g

planet
TompkinsTrust.com   |   TompkinsIns.com  

TompkinsFinancialAdvisors.com

Good Luck to all the “Bee” participants!

olivia wahl
education consultant

wahl educational consulting, inc.

 c 917.685.2511
 f 708.540.9467

oliviawahl@gmail.com
www.oliviawahl.com



grimthorpe –  to remodel (an ancient building) without proper knowledge or care to retain its original quality and character

www.veinandaestheticcenter.com | 607.257.2116
ITHACA • HORSEHEADS • VESTAL • SYRACUSE 

VEIN TREATMENT
FACIAL REJUVENATION
BODY CONTOURING

WE PRINT!
   407 College Ave, Collegetown                                       607-319-0248

business cards, marketing materials, posters, 
banners, brochures and much much more!

If you think your 
premiums are low...
it’s probably

Specializing in  
Auto & Home  
Insurance

400 N. MEADOW STREET  607.273.7110 
TRIPHAMMER MARKETPLACE  607.257.2255 

tempting 
since 1910

 ithacabakery.com

315-234-1500              Trane.com/highperformancebuildings 

Proud to be ITHACA CSD’s  
Energy Efficiency Partner 

Albany • Rochester • Syracuse • Hartford, CT • Burlington, VT 

wegmans.com

Committed  
to a successful 

future

throstle –  1. British: old-fashioned term for song thrush; 2. Historical: a machine for continuously spinning wool or cotton.



specializing in graphic design since 1999

proud sponsor and designer of the IPEI 
Adult Spelling Bee

Good Luck
westhill <ortho>graphics

PUBLIC MEDIA

Grab your pen and spell along with the teams!

ITHACA, NE W YORK

HILDA MOLESKI
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

 Graduate, REALTOR® Institute

   607 273.3400
    607 220.3369

Hilda@CarolBushberg.com



Thank You to Our...
Blue Ribbon Sponsor:

Media, Advertising and Audio Sponsors:

Red Ribbon Sponsor:

Anchor Capital Management
Anonymous 
Belle Sherman Elementary PTA
CFCU Community Credit Union
C.S.P. Management
Carol Bushberg Real Estate
Caroline Elementary PTA
Cayuga Radio Group
Chemung Canal Trust Company
Bob and Elle Conti
Cornell Office of Community 

Relations
Family & Children’s Service
Harris Beach PLLC
Hunt Engineers, Architects,  

& Land Surveyors
Ithaca Bakery
Ithaca Council of PTAs
Kelviden Equestrian Farm
Les Cafards
Notorious RPG
RealtyUSA
Sciarabba Walker & Co, LLP 
The Spellicans
Tompkins Insurance Agencies
Tompkins Trust Company
Trane U.S., Inc.
Travis Hyde Properties
True Insurance
UPS Store of Ithaca
WSKG
Wahl Educational  

Consulting, Inc
Warren Real Estate
Wegmans
Wells Fargo Advisors
Westhill Graphics

Team Sponsors

…and a cast of other people for spelling support!

Gold Ribbon Sponsor:



IPEI  
Board of Directors

Board 
Liaisons

Staff

VISIO
N
...IPEI believes the education of every student in the Ithaca City School District is enhanced through community connections and support.

Matthew Braun, President
David R. Lee, Vice President
Kevin Cartmill, Secretary
Rayna King, Treasurer, Finance Committee Chair
Jennifer M. Engel, Past President

Jennifer A. Biloski
Ann Caren
Janine Eng
Janis Graham
Mary M. Grainger
Holly Heitzman
Alan McCarty
Marshall McCormick
Cheryl Mitchell
Connie Patterson
Joyce Putnam
Monica Touesnard
David Wahl

     
Illa Burbank, IthacaSTEM Advocates
Vanessa Wagner, Fine Arts Booster Group
Brad Grainger, ICSD BoE
Rocio Zepp, PTA Council

Executive Director: Christine A. Sanchirico
Assistant to the Director: Julie C. Langenbacher

MISSION...The Ithaca 
Public Education Initiative 

facilitates community 
connections and support 
for students and 
teachers of the Ithaca 
City School District 
through engagement, 

collaboration, gifts, and 
grants.

Ithaca Public Education Initiative
PO Box 4268

Ithaca, NY 14852-4268

www.ipei.org

Sparks
Student 
Learning


