
 

ROBERT INDIANA 

«I want to cover the world with LOVE. 
I'd like to cover the world with HOPE». 
(Robert Indiana) 
 

Biography, Bibliography, Exhibitions 

Biography 

Robert Indiana was born on September 13, 1928, in New Castle, Indiana, and studied at the Chicago 

Art Institute, the Muson/Williams/Proctor Art Institute and the University of Edinburgh College of Art. 

He came to New York in the 1950s where he became a central figure of Pop Art, along with Warhol, 

Lichtenstein, Oldenburg, Wesselmann and Rosenquist. This Pop group came to dominate world art 

culture and is likened in its time to the Impressionists many decades earlier, literally re-inventing 

what art could look like. Indiana, as was Rodin to the Impressionists, is the most celebrated sculptor 

of Pop. 

Indiana’s first signature work, LOVE, is an internationally recognized masterpiece and his work is in 

MoMA, The Whitney, The Metropolitan and other museums internationally.  HOPE, his long awaited 

follow up to LOVE, was unveiled at the entrance to the Democratic National Convention Center on 

August 28, 2008, and used by the Presidential campaign of  Barack Obama to inspire the next 

generation. In July 2009 HOPE was used to open the new park in Times Square and in 2010, The 

Today Show broadcast a profile of the artist.  With The Four Seasons of HOPE, Indiana veered from his 

well-known solid colors to create an installation of 4 atmospheric interpretational color-blended 

silkscreens each measuring 96x96 inches displayed in The Rothko Room at The Four Seasons 

Restaurant, New York through May 2011; they were also featured in Art In America, and will 

ultimately be released as a portfolio. HOPE has been the subject of exhibitions on four continents and 

is perhaps the most recognized icon of the 21st century. 

Robert Indiana is included in nearly every important publication on 20th century art as well as in 

major textbooks on Art History. He is the recipient of numerous honorary doctorates, and an 

increasing number of art historians focus their doctorate thesis on Indiana. A social and political 

activist throughout his career, Indiana has raised both consciousness and funding for diverse causes 

including civil rights, education, health issues and support for the arts. 

In November through December 2012, Indiana exhibited important new works in New York at 

Waterhouse & Dodd and contemporarily in Venice, Italy at the Contini Gallery of Art through July 

2013.  In May 2013, the exhibition Robert Indiana A – Z, a retrospective from 1934 to 2013, in 

addition new works from 2008 to 2013, opened at the Munson/Williams/Proctor Museum, and has 



 

been itinerant for three years, while his print retrospective will opened at the Indianapolis Museum of 

Art the same month.  A biographical multi-media theatrical production of the artist, with performance 

artist John Kelly, has been  shown at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Indiana’s Alphabet, long 

overdue, was a central part of Indiana A – Z and, as such, has the unusual quality of being created for, 

and first fully exhibited as, a travelling museum exhibition. 

The mystery of the American Dream is a constant theme throughout Indiana’s work. 

From September 26, 2013 to January 5, 2014 the Whitney Museum of Art hosted a retrospective 

exhibition of his works entitled “Beyond LOVE” curated by Barbara Haskell.  This retrospective reveals 

an artist who daringly addresses issues that humanity faces today – love, death, sin and forgiveness.  

A new meaning is given to the American Dream and the present plight of man in a multicultural 

society. 

Since 1978, Indiana has lived and worked on the island of Vinalhaven, off the coast of  Maine in a sort 

of self-imposed exile. 

 

Robert Indiana died in Vinalhaven (United States) on May 19th 2018. 
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