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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
6(9)(A) Students are expected to compare and contrast the stated or implied purposes of 

different authors writing on the same topic.

Content Objective
Students will compare and contrast stated or implied purposes of 
informational text on the same topic by different authors.

English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS)
(c) (4)  Cross-curricular second language acquisition/reading. The ELL reads a variety 

of texts for a variety of purposes with an increasing level of comprehension 
in all content areas. ELLs may be at the beginning, intermediate, advanced, or 
advanced high stage of English language acquisition in reading. In order for 
the ELL to meet grade-level learning expectations across the foundation and 
enrichment curriculum, all instruction delivered in English must be linguistically 
accommodated (communicated, sequenced, and scaffolded) commensurate with 
the student’s level of English language proficiency. For Kindergarten and Grade 1, 
certain of these student expectations apply to text read aloud for students not yet 
at the stage of decoding written text. The student is expected to:

(D)  use prereading supports such as graphic organizers, illustrations, and 
pretaught topic-related vocabulary and other prereading activities to enhance 
comprehension of written text

(I)    demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing 
basic reading skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas 
and details in text and graphic sources, summarizing text, and distinguishing 
main ideas from details commensurate with content area needs

Language Objective
Students will read to analyze the stated and/or implied purpose of 
a text and demonstrate an understanding of the type of purpose 
through the use of a graphic organizer.

Identifying the Author’s Purpose
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Identifying the Author’s Purpose

College and Career Readiness Standards
English/Language Arts Standards
II. Reading

A.   Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and analyze and 
evaluate the information within and across texts of varying lengths.

3.  Identify explicit and implicit textual information including main ideas and 
author’s purpose. 

Prior Knowledge
•  Building background knowledge through explicit vocabulary instruction will allow 

students to have a better understanding of the content being taught. Utilizing pictures, 
examples, and non- examples are a few ways to pre-teach vocabulary.

•  In fifth grade, students were asked to draw conclusions from the information presented  
by the author and to evaluate how well the author’s purpose was achieved (5(10)(A)).

•  In seventh grade students will be asked to explain the difference between the theme of  
a literary work and the author’s purpose in an expository text (7(9)(A)).
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O  Step 1
Preteach vocabulary

O  Step 2
Display the graphic organizer to the students. Inform them that after reading each of the 
articles using various reading methods, they will complete the graphic organizer both with 
support and independently. Provide each student with a copy of the graphic organizer. 

Identifying the Author’s Purpose

Materials/Equipment 
• Teacher-created PowerPoint Presentation (visuals for vocabulary)
• Highlighters
• Teacher-provided graphic organizer
• One copy per student of the following articles:  

- “Disaster In Japan,” Junior Scholastic, April 4, 2011
- “Wave of Disaster,” Scholastic News, Edition 5/6
- “Ring of Fire,” Junior Scholastic, April 18, 2011

Academic Vocabulary Essential Vocabulary
Stated purpose
Implied purpose

Tsunami*
Tectonic*
Earthquake*
Ring of Fire*
Country *
  Haiti
  Japan
  Chile
*Visual is provided during 
instruction.
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Identifying the Author’s Purpose

O  Step 3
As a class, students will listen and follow along on their individual copies as the teacher 
reads the article titled Ring of Fire. The teacher wil model metacognitive thinking by using 
think aloud strategies for attacking informational texts such as reading the subheadings, 
looking at the maps and graphics, reading over the questions, and then reading the article. 
After reading the article the class will discuss the information read and identify the author’s 
purpose for writing the article and if the purpose was stated or implied. Students will 
complete the first two steps of the graphic organizer for article one.

O  Step 4
With a partner, students will read the article titled Disaster in Japan. After reading the article, 
the group will discuss the information read and identify the author’s purpose for writing the 
article and if the purpose was stated or implied. Students will complete the first two steps of 
the graphic organizer for article two.

O  Step 5
The students will independently read the article titled Wave of Disaster. After reading the 
article, the student will use think, pair, and share on the information read and identify the 
author’s purpose for writing the article and if the purpose was stated or implied. Students 
will complete the first two steps of the graphic organizer for article three.

O  Step 6
After the students have completed filling in the first two steps for each of the articles, 
they will complete the third step independently using the support of sentence stems. 
The students will compare and contrast the various purposes of the different authors and 
describe how those purposes are similar or different using the following sentence stems: 

Sentence Stems
The difference in the authors’ purposes for articles _____ and _____ are…

The similarities in the authors’ purposes for articles _____ and _____ are…
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Identifying the Author’s Purpose

O  Step 7
Students will orally share the sentences they generated about the similarities and 
differences amongst the articles.

Select two individuals, one who used stem #1 and one who used stem #2, to share out. Tell 
the students,  “We will show our appreciation for each response.” Ask if any other students 
would like to share their response.
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Earthquake
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Tsunami

Source: (Tsunami Visual courtesy of the U.S. Geological Society)
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tsunami_large.jpg



© 2012 Texas Education Agency

 Implementing the ELPS in ELAR      						                10

Tectonic Plates

Source: (Covarrubias/Wikimedia Commons/Public Domain)
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plate_tectonics_Americas.svg
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Ring of Fire

Source: (Gringer/Wikimedia Commons/Public Domain)
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pacific_Ring_of_Fire.svg
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Country
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(Used with permission from Scholastic News and Junior Scholastic.)
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(Used with permission from Scholastic News and Junior Scholastic.)
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(Used with permission from Scholastic News and Junior Scholastic.)
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(Used with permission from Scholastic News and Junior Scholastic.)
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(Used with permission from Scholastic News and Junior Scholastic.)
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 Students can work in teams to generate an example of one type of question.  
Allow a group recorder to post the example on a virtual sticky-note board such as  
https://padlet.com/, or http://en.linoit.com/.  (Step 2 from lesson)

ELAR / 6th Grade
Use any of the following technology-enriched activities to replace a pen-and-paper activity  
in your lesson. These activities support the TEKS for Technology Applications for grade 6.  

TEKS for Technology Applications 

(2)  Communication and collaboration. (A)  participate in personal learning networks 
to collaborate with peers, experts, or others using digital tools such as blogs, wikis, 
audio/video communication, or other emerging technologies; (B)  communicate 
effectively with multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats

(4)  Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making. (A)  identify and define 
relevant problems and significant questions for investigation

(5)  Digital citizenship. (C)  practice safe and appropriate online behavior, personal 
security guidelines, digital identity, digital etiquette, and acceptable use of 
technology; and (D)  understand the negative impact of inappropriate technology 
use, including online bullying and harassment, hacking, intentional virus setting, 
invasion of privacy, and piracy such as software, music, video, and other media

Technology Enrichment: Using Questioning as a Support for 
Understanding Text
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 Display the selected text on an interactive whiteboard. Model reading and note-taking 
strategies.  Then, allow students to highlight vocabulary words, write questions, and mark 
other notes while reading the text. (Steps 3, 4, and/or 5 from lesson). 

TEKS for Technology Applications 

(4)	 Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making. (A) identify and define relevant 
problems and significant questions for investigation; (C) collect and analyze data to 
identify solutions and make informed decisions; (E) make informed decisions and 
support reasoning 

 Students may use a blog or a discussion forum to write their own examples of a questions. 
Students can respond to each other’s posts and explain whether or not they agree with the 
question type their peers selected and why. Be sure to establish clear guidelines for online 
etiquette before participating in an online discussion.

	 Examples of collaborative sites:  http://elps.collaborizeclassroom.com; 

	 http://www.edublogs.org; http://www.weebly.com/; http://wikispaces.com 

TEKS for Technology Applications 

(2)	 Communication and collaboration. (A) participate in personal learning networks to 
collaborate with peers, experts, or others using digital tools such as blogs, wikis, audio/
video communication, or other emerging technologies; (B)  communicate effectively 
with multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats

(5)	 Digital citizenship. (C) practice safe and appropriate online behavior, personal security 
guidelines, digital identity, digital etiquette, and acceptable use of technology; and 
(D)  understand the negative impact of inappropriate technology use, including online 
bullying and harassment, hacking, intentional virus setting, invasion of privacy, and 
piracy such as software, music, video, and other media

Technology Enrichment: Using Questioning as a Support for 
Understanding Text
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