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Th e NACC Red Book 
Training — Get started 
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Specialist (CWLS)

• pre-Conference Session

• 1-Day Survey and 
Certifi cation Exam prep 
Course in Child welfare 
Law and practice
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Co-SponSorS
Casey Family programs

First Star

Georgia Association of Counsel for Children (GACC)

Georgia office of the Child Advocate

The Harris Law Firm p.C., Denver, Co

Judicial Council of California Center for Families,  
Children and the Courts

Kempe Children’s Center and Foundation

nACC Megan Louise Furth Youth Empowerment Fund

University of oklahoma Section of  
General pediatrics / pediatric Emergency Medicine /  
Emergency Services for Children

CoopErAtinG orGAnizAtionS
ABA Center on Children and the Law

ABA Section of Litigation, Children’s Rights Litigation Committee

American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children

Association of Family and Conciliation Courts

The Barton Child Law and Policy Clinic of the  
Emory University School of Law

Juvenile Law Committee of the Young Lawyers Section  
of the State Bar of Georgia

National Center for State Courts

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association

National Institute for Trial Advocacy

Supreme Court of Georgia, Committee on Justice for Children

The 31sT NaTioNal JuveNile  
aNd Family law CoNFereNCe  
oF The NaTioNal assoCiaTioN  
oF CouNsel For ChildreN

If It Were easy,  
anybody Could do It:

The Specialized  
Practice of Juvenile  
and Family Law
This conference is designed pri-
marily for attorneys who practice 
juvenile (dependency and delin-
quency) and family law. Most NACC 
members and training attendees 
dedicate much of their practices 
to the representation of children 
and youth, parents, or the state in 
juvenile dependency, delinquency, 
or family law cases. Juvenile and 
family court judges and magistrates 
are also active in the NACC. Due 
to the multidisciplinary nature of 
this work, professionals from the 
fields of medicine, mental health, 
social work, probation, law enforce-
ment, and education belong to the 
NACC, attend our conferences, 
and serve as training faculty. 

The conference is comprised of  
General Sessions and Workshops. 
Workshops are primarily organized 
along five tracks: 

1 Abuse & Neglect
2 Juvenile Justice
3 Family Law
4 Policy Advocacy
5 Children’s Law Office Program

You are free to sign up for and attend 
sessions in different tracks. NACC 
conferences are rated highly by 
participants for content, administra-
tion, networking opportunity, and 
enjoyment. The conference is the 
product of 31 years of training the 
country’s attorneys, witnesses, and 
other court-involved personnel. 



nAtionAL 
ASSoCiAtion 
oF CoUnSEL 
For CHiLDrEn

1825 Marion Street
Suite 242
Denver, CO 80218

toll-free 888-828-NACC
PHone 303-864-5320
faX 303-864-5351
eMaIl advocate@NACCchildlaw.org
Web www.NACCchildlaw.org

Th e naCC was founded in 1977, in the early years of the development of our child 
abuse and neglect court systems. Our goals were to promote quality legal represen-
tation of children at a time when children rarely received legal representation, and 
to build a practice of law for children. Th irty-one years later, the NACC remains 
dedicated to its original goals, and has expanded to include training and technical 
assistance for all attorneys and court personnel in Dependency, Delinquency, and 
Family Law cases. Th e NACC is also active in court improvement eff orts and pro-
moting national and local policy and legislation that serves children and families.

Th e NACC is a non-profi t charitable and professional membership organization 
headquartered in the Kempe Center on the campus of the Children’s Hospital in 
Denver, Colorado. Th e NACC is a multidisciplinary organization with over 2,000 
members representing all 50 states and several foreign countries. NACC member-
ship is comprised primarily of attorneys and judges, although the fi elds of medicine, 
social work, mental health, education, and law enforcement are also represented. 
Th e NACC’s focus is the provision of training and technical assistance to juvenile 
and family court professionals. NACC programs include:

j naCC national resource Center

j annual and quarterly publications including Th e Guardian, Th e Children’s 
Legal Rights Journal, and the Children’s Law Manual

j naCC training bureau which produces the annual national Conference, 
the annual rocky Mountain Child advocacy training Institute (a trial 
skills training), the red book training (child welfare law survey and 
certifi cation exam prep), and other made-to-order trainings

j naCC attorney Certifi cation Program

j naCC Children’s law offi  ce Program 

j naCC Amicus Curiae Program

j federal and state Policy advocacy

j Child advocate awards Program and student essay Competition

j naCC state and local affi  liate development and operation 

Membership in the NACC is $90 annually. Th e fi rst year’s membership is 
included in non-member conference registration. For more information, 
contact the NACC.



Savannah,
GeorGIa

www.savcvb.com     
  877-SAVANNAH

The NACC 31st National Conference 
will be held in Savannah, Georgia, at 
the Hyatt Regency Savannah on the 
Historic Riverfront. Savannah epito-
mizes true Southern hospitality and 
materializes clichéd images of the Old 
South, including oak trees draped with 
Spanish moss, dignified antebellum 
architecture, horse-drawn carriages, 
serene marshlands, boats cruising the 
river, and extraordinary food. Savan-
nah has a rich history and a unique 
charm — consider making the con-
ference into a family vacation. Fam-
ily activities abound in Savannah, 
including dolphin cruises, carriage 
rides, golf, ghost tours, musical perfor-
mances, shell collecting, and shopping. 

lodGInG
Hyatt Regency  
Savannah on the  
Historic Riverfront
2 West Bay Street, Savannah, GA 31401
www.hyattregencysavannah.com 

  912-238-1234 / 800-233-1234

At the Hyatt Regency Savannah, authen-
tic Southern hospitality meets modern 

luxury. The hotel is perfectly located in 
the heart of Savannah’s historic water-
front district, on world-famous River 
Street, home to restaurants, nightlife, 
shopping, entertainment, and famous 
Historic District attractions. The hotel 
features first-class services and ameni-
ties — including renovated guest rooms, 
24-hour business center, Hyatt Fast 
Board, PDA check-in, 2,000 square-
foot fitness center, swimming pool, 
E-concierge, and attentive staff.  Enjoy 
breathtaking views of the river at the 
Hyatt’s Windows Restaurant or sip 
cocktails at Vu lounge, which has the 
largest river view balcony in the city, or 
watch the sunset on the Hotel’s floating 
dock. Just outside the hotel doors, board 
the Hyatt “water taxi” or tour the city by 
trolley, horse-drawn carriage, walking, 
or riverboat cruise. The NACC guest rate 
is a remarkable $139 per night, single 
or double occupancy. Hotel check-in 
time is 3:00pm and check-out time is 
12:00pm. Make reservations by calling 
800-233-1234 and referencing the  
“National Children’s Law Conference.”  
tHe Cutoff date for  
dIsCounted lodGInG  
reserVatIons Is July 9, 2008. 

tourInG saVannaH

NACC guests are encouraged to visit the 
Hyatt Regency Savannah hotel concierge 

or Olde Towne Trolley desks (located 
within the hotel) to arrange tours and 
other activities during the conference.

traVelInG to saVannaH
By Air : The Savannah / Hilton Head 
International Airport connects with 
16 non-stop destinations. Scheduled 
airlines include AirTran, American 
Eagle, Atlantic Southeast Airlines, 
Comair, Continental Express, Delta, 
Delta Connection, Northwest, United 
Express, US Airways and US Airways 
Express. For more information, visit 
www.savannahairport.com . Taxi fares 
from the airport to downtown Savan-
nah are $25.00 for one person and 
$5.00 each additional person. Although 
personal transportation within Savan-
nah is unnecessary, rental car com-
panies are located at the Airport. 

By Rail : Savannah is a major stop 
between New York and Miami on 
Amtrak’s Palmetto and Silver Service. 
Daily service to and from Savannah is 
available aboard the Silver Star and Sil-
ver Meteor. Passengers can travel coach 
or first-class. Sightseeing lounge cars 
are also available. For more information, 
visit www.amtrak.com .

By Bus : Buses travel 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, so visitors can travel 
to Savannah by day or night from any-
where in the U.S.



 Continuin� Education Credits
naCC conferences are typically approved by the continuing education 
agencies in most jurisdictions and disciplines. uniform certificates of 
attendance will be distributed at the conference for use in application in 
your jurisdiction. The conference has been pre-approved for the following 
Continuing legal education credit as follows:

Colorado
   General : 21 Ethics : 2
CalIfornIa
   General : 18 Ethics : 1.5
GeorGIa 
   Pending

GettInG around saVannaH
To enjoy Savannah, a car is not neces-
sary. Instead, walk or take tours around 
town. Chatham Area Transit operates  
a shuttle that makes stops within a 
couple of blocks of nearly every major 
attraction. For more information, visit:  
www.catchacat.org/shuttle.aspx .

Pre-ConferenCe naCC 
red booK traInInG
Sunday, August 3   Take the 1-day 
NACC Child Welfare Law and Practice 
survey course. The course follows the 
NACC’s Red Book (Child Welfare Law 
and Practice: Representing Children, 
Parents, and State Agencies in Abuse, 
Neglect, and Dependency Cases) cov-
ering the major competency areas of 
dependency practice and prepares you 
for the NACC Child Welfare Attorney 
Certification Exam. The course fee of 
$200 includes your own copy of the Red 
Book. Whether you are a new child wel-
fare attorney, an experienced attorney 
wanting an update, or anticipating tak-
ing the certification exam when it comes 
to your state, this course is for you. 
Separate registration and fee required. 
The pre-conference is pre-approved for 
additional continuing education credits.

neW MeMber orIentatIon
Monday, August 4   A new member / 
first time attendee orientation is sched-
uled for Monday morning, August 4. 
Continental breakfast will be available. 
Newcomers and interested veterans are 
invited to come and learn more about 

the NACC. NACC Membership and 
Program Coordinator Daniel Trujillo 
will demo the NACC’s new website and 
Membership Service Program.

netWorKInG lunCHeon
Monday, August 4   Join your col-
leagues, NACC Board Members, and 
Texas Attorneys for a discussion of the 
FLDS Case. This luncheon requires 
separate registration and fee. Please sign 
up on the registration form.

annual lunCHeon  
banQuet
Tuesday, August 5   The Annual 
Banquet is included in your registration 
but you must indicate your attendance 
on the registration form. The banquet 
will honor the NACC 2008 Outstanding 
Legal Advocate, Law Student Essay Win-
ner, and newly certified Child Welfare 
Law Specialists (CWLS). This year’s 
luncheon speakers will be state court 
improvement leaders who have brought 
Child Welfare Attorney Certification to 
their states as part of the federal court 
improvement plan. The annual lunch 
banquet is an important NACC event 
and we encourage all attendees to sign 
up. Your registration fee includes this 
lunch and limited space is available for 
non-conference attendee guests at $40 
per person.

naCC affIlIate 
deVeloPMent
Wednesday, August 6   Join NACC staff 
and affiliate members for an informative 

session about starting and running an 
NACC Affiliate in your state. Continen-
tal breakfast will be available. 

eXHIbIts
Conference exhibit space is available for 
juvenile and family court associations 
and product vendors. Professional 
Books will serve as the conference 
bookstore and stock a large number of 
titles including the new books by our 
speakers Barbara Bennett Woodhouse 
and Andrew Bridge. Please contact the 
NACC to become an exhibitor. 

dIsabIlItIes
Please advise the NACC as soon as  
possible of any meeting access accom-
modations you may require. 

CHIldren’s laW offICe 
ProGraM (CloP)
CLOP is an NACC program designed 
to promote the development and 
operation of model law offices dedicated 
to legal services for abused and 
neglected children and youth. At this 
year’s conference, during concurrent 
sessions, a 5th training track has been 
developed for managers and staff 
of children’s law offices. CLOP has 
produced a publication designed to help 
implement model office best practices 
titled The Child Welfare Law Office 
Guidebook: Best Practice Guidelines for 
Organizational Legal Representation 
of Children in Abuse, Neglect, and 
Dependency Cases (The Blue Book). 



WIn a trIP to tHe 2009 naCC 
32nd annual ConferenCe
The conference will conclude Wednesday with door prizes including a 
scholarship and all expense paid trip to the 2009 NACC National Con-
ference. You must be present to win. We encourage attendees to stay 
through the close of the conference and enjoy the evening in Savannah.

ConferenCe sPonsorsHIP  
oPPortunItIes
Conference sponsorship is a great way to support the NACC and 
enhance your organization or company’s visibility. Sponsors are named 
in the conference program, the Children’s Law Manual, The Guard-
ian (for 1 year), and in conference signage. Please contact the NACC to 
receive complete sponsorship details at 888-828-NACC.

j bronze Conference sponsor $  1,000

j silver Conference sponsor $  2,500

j Gold Conference sponsor $  5,000

j Platinum Conference sponsor $10,000

ConferenCe reGIstratIon
NACC members receive a registration discount of $100. Certified Child 
Welfare Law Specialists receive a 10% discount. Space at the confer-
ence is limited. Please register early. Non-member registration includes 
a one-year membership in the NACC. All participants will receive the 
2008 NACC Children’s Law Manual.

RegulaR RegistRation PRocRastinatoR RegistRation
postmarked by July 3, 2008 postmarked after July 3, 2008

NACC Member: $365 NACC Member: $395
Non-Member:  $465 Non-Member:  $495

nacc ceRtified child WelfaRe laW sPecialists:  
take 10% off the aPPlicable Rate.

You may register by mail, fax, phone, or online at  
www.NACCchildlaw.org . 

The NACC accepts checks, credit cards and Purchase Orders. Payment 
or Purchase Order must accompany registration. Purchase Orders must 
be paid within 45 days and must be guaranteed with a credit card. If pay-
ment is not received within 45 days, the credit card will be charged. 

CanCellatIon PolICy
Cancellations postmarked on or before July 3, 2008 will receive a refund, 
minus a $90 processing fee. Cancellations postmarked after July 3, 2008 
will not receive a refund. Cancellations must be received in writing.

 Faculty
Andrew Barclay,  
MA / Ph.D. candidate
Founder and Statistician
Fostering Court Improvement
AtLAntA, GA

Candace Barr, JD
CAP Attorney
Clark County Legal 
Services Program
LAS VEGAS, nV

Karen Baynes, JD
Associate Director for 
Governmental Services 
and Research
Carl Vinson Institute 
of Government
University of Georgia
AtHEnS, GA

Kent Berkley, JD
Senior Associate Director
Jim Casey Youth 
Opportunities Initiative
St. LoUiS, Mo

Flor Bermudez, JD
Staff Attorney
Youth in Out-of-Home 
Care Project
Lambda Legal
nEw YorK, nY

Sara Block, JD / 
Skadden Fellow
Staff Attorney
Legal Assistance Foundation 
of Metropolitan Chicago
CHiCAGo, iL

Andrew Bridge, JD
Author, Hope’s Boy
nEw YorK CitY, nY

Donald Bross, JD / Ph.D.
Director of Education 
and Legal Counsel
Kempe Children’s Center
DEnVEr, Co

Jonathan Budd, JD
Associate Executive Director
KidsVoice
pittSbUrGH, pA

Stephanie Charter, JD
Charter Law Offices
LAS VEGAS, nV

John Ciccolella, JD
Attorney at Law
Ciccolella Family Law, P.C.
CoLorADo SprinGS, Co

Kippi Clausen
Project Director
Bridging the Gap
Mile High United Way
DEnVEr, Co

Deborah Cromer, JD
Staff Attorney
Children’s Law Center 
of Los Angeles
MontErEY pArK, CA

Howard Davidson, JD
Director
ABA Center on  
Children and the Law
wASHinGton, DC

Sheryl Edgar, JD
A Center for Children 
and Family Law
orAnGE, CA

Gerard Glynn, JD / LLM
Associate Professor of Law
Barry University
Dwayne O. Andreas 
School of Law
orLAnDo, FL

Jody Green, JD
Policy Director
Children's Law Center 
of Los Angeles
MontErEY pArK, CA

Jordan Greenbaum, M.D.
Medical Director
Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta
AtLAntA, GA

Marguerite Gualtieri, 
JD / MSW
Staff Attorney
Support Center for 
Child Advocates
pHiLADELpHiA, pA

Rachel Hagues, MSW
Carl Vinson Institute 
of Government
University of Georgia
AtHEnS, GA

JoAnn Hannah, MSW
Transition Coordinator
Allegheny County Department 
of Human Services
pittSbUrG, pA

Ann Haralambie, JD
Ann Nicholson Haralambie, 
Attorneys, P.C.
tUCSon, Az

Amy Harfeld, JD
Executive Director
First Star
wASHinGton, DC

Tisha Harman, JD
A Center for Children 
and Family Law
orAnGE, CA

Leslie Starr Heimov, 
JD / CWLS
Executive Director
Children’s Law Center 
of Los Angeles
MontErEY pArK, CA

Jana Heyd, JD
Assistant Director
Society of Counsel 
Representing Accused Persons
SEAttLE, wA

Hon. P. Harris Hines
Justice
Supreme Court of Georgia
AtLAntA, GA

Lori Irwin, JD
Lead Program Attorney
King County Superior 
Court CASA Program
SEAttLE, wA

Terri James-Banks, MSW
Director of Social Work
Kempe Center Department 
of Pediatrics
University of Colorado 
School of Medicine
DEnVEr, Co



Denise Johnston, M.D.
Director
Center for Children of 
Incarcerated Parents
EAGLE roCK, CA

Carolyn Kalos, JD
Assistant Attorney-in-Charge
Legal Aid Society
Juvenile Rights Division
MAnHAttAn, nY

Antoinette 
Kavanaugh, Ph.D.
Clinical Director
Juvenile Justice Division
CHiCAGo, iL

Anne Kellogg, JD
Staff Attorney / Resources
National Association of 
Counsel for Children
DEnVEr, Co

Corene Kendrick, 
JD / MPA
Staff Attorney
Youth Law Center
SAn FrAnCiSCo, CA

Peter Koelling, JD / 
Ph.D. candidate
Managing Attorney
National Association of 
Counsel for Children
DEnVEr, Co

Mimi Laver, JD
Director, Legal Education
ABA Center on Children 
and the Law
wASHinGton, DC

Craig Liu, JD
Staff Attorney /  
Education Coordinator
Children’s Law Center 
of Los Angeles
MontErEY pArK, CA

Beth Locker, JD
Deputy Project Director
Georgia’s Supreme 
Court Committee on 
Justice for Children
AtLAntA, GA

Brett Loftis, JD
Executive Director
Council for Children
CHArLottE, nC

Maureen Martin, JD
Staff Attorney / Certification
National Association of 
Counsel for Children
DEnVEr, Co

Hon. Patricia Martin
Presiding Judge
Child Protection Division
Circuit Court of Cook County
CHiCAGo, iL

Martha Matthews, JD
Children’s Law Center 
of Los Angeles
MontErEY pArK, CA

Hon. Arch McGarity
Chief Judge
Flint Judicial Circuit, Henry 
County Superior Courts
MCDonoUGH, GA

Lucy McGough, JD / LLM
Vinson & Elkins 
Professor of Law
Louisiana State University
Paul M. Herbert Law Center
bAton roUGE, LA

Soledad McGrath, JD
Juvenile Law Committee
Young Lawyers Division 
State Bar of Georgia
CHiCAGo, iL

Allison McWilliams, MPA
Carl Vinson Institute 
of Government
University of Georgia
AtHEnS, GA

Cheryl Meyer
CASA - Clark County, NV
LAS VEGAS, nV

Ann Miller, JD
Henry Guardian 
Advocates, LLC
StoCKbriDGE, GA

Connie Fern Miller, JD
Public Defender
Schuyler County
wAtKinS GLEn, nY

Melinda Moore, MSW
Carl Vinson Institute 
of Government
University of Georgia
AtHEnS, GA

Katherine Mullen, JD
Staff Attorney
Legal Aid Society -  
Juvenile Rights Division
brooKLYn, nY

Dorothy Murphy, JD
Attorney at Law
AtLAntA, GA

Jane Okrasinski, JD
Executive Director
Georgia Association of 
Counsel for Children
AtHEnS, GA

Rachel Paletta, JD / MSW
Case Advocate / Attorney
Council for Children
CHArLottE, nC

Bernard Perlmutter, JD
Director / Assistant Professor 
of Clinical Legal Education
University of Miami 
School of Law
Children and Youth Law Clinic
CorAL GAbLES, FL

Lisa Pilnik, JD / MS
Staff Attorney
ABA Center on Children 
and the Law
Washington, DC
Michael Piraino, JD
Chief Executive Officer
National CASA Association
SEAttLE, wA

Erik Pitchal, JD
Assistant Clinical 
Professor of Law
Suffolk University Law School
Child Advocacy Clinic
boSton, MA

Henry Plum, JD
Attorney & Consultant
wAUwAtoSA, wi

Tom Rawlings, JD
Director
Georgia Office of  
the Child Advocate
MACon, GA

Norton Roitman, 
M.D. / FAPA
Clinical Professor 
of Psychiatry
University of Nevada 
School of Medicine
MACon, GA

Hon. John Romero, 
MA / CWLS
Second Judicial District Court
Children’s Court Division
ALbUqUErqUE, nM

Michael Roosevelt, MS
California Administrative 
Office of the Courts
SAn FrAnCiSCo, CA

Peter Salem, MA
Executive Director
Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts
MADiSon, wi

Hon. Nancy Salyers
Fostering Results
CHiCAGo, iL

Marie Sanford, 
MS CCC-SLP
Clinical Associate Professor
Department Speech-
Language Pathology
Ithaca College
itHACA, nY

Vivek Sankaran, 
JD / CWLS
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Michigan
Child Advocacy Law Clinic
Ann Arbor, Mi

Meredith Schalick, JD / MS
Visiting Clinical 
Assistant Professor
Rutgers School of 
Law - Camden
CAMDEn, nJ

Nanette Schrandt, MSW
Legal Aid Society
Juvenile Rights Division
nEw YorK, nY

Jeanne “Ricky” 
Schuller, JD
Deputy General Counsel
Department of 
Children’s Services
nASHViLLE, tn

Robert Schwartz, JD
Executive Director
Juvenile Law Center
pHiLADELpHiA, pA

Hon. Leah Ward Sears
Chief Justice
Supreme Court of Georgia
AtLAntA, GA

Sarah Shaffer
Hague Adoption 
Outreach Liaison
Office of Children’s Issues
U.S. Department of State
wASHinGton, DC

Melanie Shapiro, JD
Staff Attorney
Legal Aid Society -  
Juvenile Rights Division
brooKLYn, nY

Janet Sherwood, 
JD / CWLS
Attorney at Law
Law Offices of Janet 
G. Sherwood
CortE MADErA, CA

Carolyn Signorelli, JD
Chief Child Protection 
Attorney
Commission on 
Child Protection
HArtForD, Ct

Sandra Simkins, JD
Clinical Associate Professor
Rutgers School of 
Law - Camden
CAMDEn, nJ

Hon. Joe Smith
Associate District Court Judge
Polk County Courthouse 
DE MoinES, iowA

JoAnne Solchany, Ph.D.
Seattle University / 
University of Washington
botHELL, wA

Brian Stafford, 
M.D. / MPH
Department of Psychiatry
University of Colorado 
School of Medicine
DEnVEr, Co

Tamara Steckler, JD
Attorney-in-Charge
Juvenile Rights Division
Legal Aid Society
nEw YorK, nY

Bryan Stevenson, JD  
(invited)
Executive Director
Equal Justice Initiative
MontGoMErY, AL

Martha Stone, JD
Executive Director
Center for Children’s 
Advocacy
HArtForD, Ct

John Stuemky, M.D.
Section Chief, Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine
Children’s Hospital at 
Oklahoma University 
Medical Center
NACC Board Chair
oKLAHoMA CitY, oK

Hon. Velma Tilley
Bartow County Juvenile Court
CArtErSViLLE, GA

Amy Tribble, MA
Director of Development
Council for Children
CHArLottE, nC

Daniel Trujillo
Membership and 
Program Coordinator
National Association of 
Counsel for Children
DEnVEr, Co

Camille Ventrell, JD
Certification Director
National Association of 
Counsel for Children
DEnVEr, Co

Marvin Ventrell, JD
President / CEO
National Association of 
Counsel for Children
DEnVEr, Co

Victor Vieth, JD
Director
The National Child 
Protection Training Center
Winona State University
winonA, Mn

Judy Waksberg, JD
Legal Aid Society
Juvenile Rights Division 
- Appeals Bureau
nEw YorK, nY

Linda Weisbruch
Board Member and Fund 
Development Co-Chair
Council for Children
CHArLottE, nC

Hon. A.J. (Buddy) 
Welch, Jr.
Chief Judge
Flint Judicial Circuit, Henry 
County Superior Courts
MCDonoUGH, GA

Suzanne Whitaker, JD
Henry Guardian 
Advocates, LLC
MCDonoUGH, GA

Kirsten Widner, JD
Post Graduate Fellow in Law
Barton Child Law 
& Policy Clinic
Emory University 
School of Law
AtLAntA, GA

Shannan Wilber, JD
Executive Director
Legal Services for Children
SAn FrAnCiSCo, CA

Leah Wilson, JD
Supervising Analyst
Center for Families, 
Children and the Courts
CA Administrative 
Office of the Courts
SAn FrAnCiSCo, CA

Barbara Bennett 
Woodhouse, JD
Director
Center on Children 
and Families
Fredric G. Levin 
College of Law
GAinESViLLE, FL

Christopher Wu, JD
Executive Director
Commission on Children 
in Foster Care
Center for Families, Children 
and the Courts Judicial 
Council of California
SAn FrAnCiSCo, CA



Pre-Con�erence    
Sunday, Aug 3

9:00 am – 4:00 pm
The NACC Red Book Training
1-Day Survey and Certification 
Exam Prep Course in Child 
Welfare Law and Practice
Ann Haralambie, JD 
Camille Ventrell, JD 
Maureen Martin, JD

The NACC Red Book 
Training is the 1-day 
NACC survey course 
on Child Welfare 
Law and Practice. 
The course follows 

the NACC’s treatise (the Red Book) 
Child Welfare Law and Practice: 
Representing Children, Parents, and 
State Agencies in Abuse, Neglect, 
and Dependency Cases (Ventrell 
and Duquette, Bradford Publishing 
2005). The course covers the major 
competency areas of dependency 
practice and prepares you for the 
NACC Child Welfare Attorney 
Certification Exam. The course fee 
of $200 includes your own copy 
of the Red Book. Whether you are 
a new child welfare attorney, an 
experienced attorney wanting an 
update, or anticipating taking the 
certification exam when it comes 
to your state, this course is for you. 
Separate registration and fee required.
Approved for AdditionAl 
Cle (inCluding ethiCs) 

Da� 1   Sunday, Aug 3

2:00 – 5:00 pm
Conference Registration 
and Exhibits

5:00 – 6:00 pm
Reception

6:00 – 6:30 pm
Welcome to the Conference

 Marvin Ventrell, JD 
 NACC President / CEO

 Chris Wu, JD 
 Outgoing NACC  

 Board Chair

 John Stuemky, M.D. 
 Incoming NACC  

 Board Chair

Jane Okrasinski, JD 
NACC Conference Chair

6:30 – 7:30 pm
Savannah, Georgia,  
and America’s Children

 Tom Rawlings, JD 
 Director, Georgia  
 Office of the Child  

 Advocate

 Hon. P. Harris Hines 
 Justice, Supreme  

 Court of Georgia

 Hon. Leah Ward Sears 
 Chief Justice, Supreme  

 Court of Georgia

 Closing Performance  
 by Abeni Cultural  

 Arts Dance Group

7:30 pm
Adjourn for Networking, 
Sightseeing, and Dinner 
on your own

Da� 2   Monday, Aug 4

7:30 am
Conference Registration

8:00 – 9:00 am
New Member/Attendee 
Orientation Session: What 
the NACC Can Do for You
Marvin Ventrell, JD 
NACC President / CEO
Daniel Trujillo 
Membership and Program 
Coordinator

8:30 – 9:00 am
Continental Breakfast

9:00 – 9:15 am
Opening Comments
Marvin Ventrell, JD 
NACC President / CEO

9:15 – 10:30 am
General Session 1: Addressing 
Disproportionality in 
the Juvenile and Family 
Court System
Michael Roosevelt, MS 
Hon. Patricia Martin 
Hon. Joe Smith
Moderator: Leslie Heimov, JD / CWLS
sponsored by CAsey fAmily progrAms

10:30 – 11:00 am
Coffee Break

11:00 am – 12:00 pm
General Session 2: Hidden in 
Plain Sight: The Tragedy of 
Children’s Rights from Ben 
Franklin to Lionel Tate

 Barbara Bennett  
 Woodhouse, JD

Book Signing to Follow



12:oo – 1:30 pm
networking Lunch:  
FLDS Case / table Discussions
optional Luncheon
faCIlItated by naCC board of 
dIreCtors and teXas lItIGators

Separate Registration and Fee Required
or  Lunch on Your own

1:30 – 3:00 pm
Concurrent Session A

1 Abuse & Neglect
Representing Children with 
Incarcerated Parents
Denise Johnston, M.D. 
Youth Presenter
Moderator: Jody Green, JD

2 JuveNile Justice
Representing Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children
Katherine Mullen, JD 
Melanie Shapiro, JD 
Kirsten Widner, JD

3 FAmily lAw
What Does Best Interests 
Mean Anyway?
Suzanne Whitaker, JD 
Ann Miller, JD 
Hon. Arch McGarity 
Hon. A.J. Welch, Jr. 
Jane Okrasinski, JD

4 Policy AdvocAcy
Foster the Future:  
The Pew Commission’s 
Recommendations 4 Years Later
Hon. Nancy Salyers

5 cloP
Resources for Running an Effective 
Law Office: The NACC CLOP 
Program and Management 
Information Exchange
Shannan Wilber, JD 
Robert Schwartz, JD 
Leslie Heimov, JD / CWLS
Moderator: Gerard Glynn, JD / LLM

3:00 – 3:30 pm
Catered break

3:30 – 5:00 pm
Concurrent Session b

1 Abuse & Neglect

Ensuring a Child’s Future 
through Education
Craig Liu, JD 
Deborah Cromer, JD

2 immigrAtioN
Immigrant Youth Justice Initiative
Shannan Wilber, JD

3 Abuse & Neglect
The Long and Short 
of Child Neglect
Jordan Greenbaum, M.D.
Moderator: Camille Ventrell, JD

4 Policy AdvocAcy
Collaborative Advocacy: How 
Attorneys Can Put Words Into 
Action for System Reform
Erik Pitchal, JD 
Corene Kendrick, JD / MPA 
Martha Matthews, JD 
Dorothy Murphy, JD 
Robert Schwartz, JD
Moderator: Tamara Steckler, JD

5 cloP
Evaluating Attorney Performance 
and Measuring Child Outcomes 
for the Legal Side of the 
Child Welfare System
Christopher Wu, JD 
Leah Wilson, JD 
Beth Locker, JD 
Andrew Barclay, MA / 
Ph.D. candidate

monday EvEning*
offsite Activity: Savannah 
town and river tours
Arrange with Hotel Concierge
* tours Can be arranGed In tHe Hotel 
for any tIMe durInG tHe ConferenCe

Da� 3   Tuesday, Aug 5

8:30 – 9:00 am
Continental breakfast

9:00 – 11:00 am
Concurrent Session C

1 triAl skills
Trial Skills Session Essentials: 
Direct, Cross, Objections, 
Impeachment, and 

Introduction of Evidence
 Marvin Ventrell, JD

2 All
The Uses and Misuses of Psychiatry 
in Advocacy for Children
Donald Bross, JD / Ph.D. 
Brian Stafford, M.D. / MPH 
Terri James-Banks, MSW
Moderator:  
Norton Roitman, M.D. / FAPA
sPonsored by tHe KeMPe CHIldren’s 
Center and foundatIon

3 JuveNile Justice
Cruel and Unusual Punishment: 
Sentencing 13 & 14 Year-Old 
Children to Die in Prison
Bryan Stevenson, JD
Moderator: Maureen Martin, JD

4 Policy AdvocAcy
EmpowerMEnt: The Georgia Kids 
in Court Program; and Consulting 
with Children on Permanency 
and Kids in Court: The New Law
Kent Berkley, JD 
Kippi Clausen
Moderators:  
Jane Okrasinski, JD 
Leslie Heimov, JD / CWLS
sPonsored by MeGan 
louIse furtH fund

5 cloP
Building a Culture of Philanthropy 
for Fundraising Success
Amy Tribble, MA 
Rachel Paletta, JD / MSW 
Linda Weisbruch
Moderator: Brett Loftis, JD

11:00 – 11:30 am
Coffee break / Exhibitors

11:30 – 1:30 pm
Conference Lunch banquet

•	 Presentation	of	awards:	
naCC	outstanding	LegaL	
ADVOCATE AND NACC 
student	essay	winner

•	 introduCtion	of	2008	
Certified	ChiLd	weLfare	
Law	sPeCiaLists

•	 why	start	a	CertifiCation	
Program	in	your	state



•	 LunCheon	sPeakers:	
Jeanne (Rickey) Schuller, JD (TN) 
Carolyn Signorelli, JD (CT) 
Chris Wu, JD (CA)
Moderator: Camille Ventrell, JD
Cost of luncheon included in 
conference registration. You 
must indicate attendance on 
the registration form.

1:30 – 3:00 pm
Concurrent Session D

1 Abuse & Neglect
Expediting Placement 
Under the ICPC
Vivek Sankaran, JD / CWLS
Moderator:  
Peter Koelling, JD / Ph.D. candidate

2 crimiNAl
Criminal Prosecution 
of Child Abuse
Victor Vieth, JD

3 Abuse & Neglect
Representing Parents Experiencing 
Domestic Violence
Sara Block, JD

4 FAmily lAw
Running a Successful Family 
Law Practice (including 
making money at it)
Candace Barr, JD 
Henry Plum, JD 
John Ciccolella, JD 
Tisha Harman, JD 
Sheryl Edgar, JD

5 cloP
Establishing Institutional 
Diversity: Association of Family 
and Conciliation Courts and 
National Council of Juvenile 
and Family Court Judges
Peter Salem, MA

3:00 – 3:30 pm
Catered break

3:30 – 5:00 pm
Concurrent Session E

1 Abuse & Neglect
Foster Parents in Court: 
A Judge’s Perspective
Hon. John Romero, MA / CWLS

2 JuveNile Justice
Toward Culturally Sensitive 
Practice with LGBTQ Youth  
in the Juvenile Justice System
Flor Bermudez, JD

3 ethics (ethics cle credit )
Ethical Issues in the Legal 
Representation of Children
Tamara Steckler, JD 
Leslie Heimov, JD / CWLS

4 Policy AdvocAcy
Serving the Whole Child: The 
Roles of Attorney, CASA, and GAL
Michael Piraino, JD 
Bernard Perlmutter, JD 
Stephanie Charter, JD 
Amy Harfeld, JD 
Cheryl Meyer 
Lori	irwin,	Jd 
Jana Heyd, JD
Moderator: Marvin Ventrell, JD
sPonsored	by	first	star

5 cloP
Model Code Creation: Using 
the Georgia Experience
Soledad McGrath, JD 
Hon. Velma Tilley 
Lucy McGough, JD / LLM

5:30 – 6:30 pm
Film: Your rights in placement
Moderator: Martha Stone, JD

Da� 4  Wednesday, Aug 6

8:15 – 9:00 am
nACC Affiliate Development: 
Creating and running 
a nACC Affiliate
Daniel Trujillo,  
NACC Membership and 
Program Coordinator
Jane Okrasinski, JD

8:30 – 9:00 am
Continental breakfast

9:00 – 10:30 am
Concurrent Session F

1 Abuse & Neglect
Interviewing Practices  
and the Interpretation  

of Children’s Statements:  
A Linguistic Perspective 
Connie Miller, JD 
Marie Sanford, MS 
Marguerite Gualtieri, JD / MSW 
Antoinette Kavanaugh, Ph.D.
Moderator: Anne Kellogg, JD

2 Abuse & Neglect
Improving Representation of 
Parents in Child Welfare Cases
Mimi Laver, JD 
Howard Davidson, JD

3 JuveNile Justice
What is Her Problem? 
Representing Delinquent Girls 
with Trauma Histories
Meredith Schalick, JD / MS 
Sandra Simkins, JD

4 All
Healthy Development and Attach-
ment for Infants and Toddlers in 
the Child Welfare System
Lisa Pilnik, JD / MS 
JoAnne Solchany, Ph.D.

5 cloP
Litigating Cases to Change 
Policy on Youth Aging Out
Jonathan Budd, JD 
JoAnn Hannah, MSW

10:30 – 11:00 am
Catered break

11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Concurrent Session G

1 AdoPtioN
Inter Country Adoptions Under 
the Hague Convention
Sarah F. Shaffer

2 JuveNile Justice
Legislation of Juvenile 
Sex Offenders and the 
Impact for Your Client
Karen Baynes, JD 
Rachel Hagues, MSW 
Melinda Moore, MSW 
Allison McWilliams, MPA

3 All
Appellate Practice: Writs and Stays
Judy Waksberg, JD 
Janet Sherwood, JD / CWLS



Pre-Conference  |  Sun Aug 3   
The NACC Red Book Training (includes the Red Book) 
   Yes, I will attend  $200     $  _________________

Conference Registration Fee     $  _________________

Networking Luncheon  |  Mon Aug 4   
FLDS Case / Table Discussions
 ____  person(s) @ $29 per person     $  _________________

Offsite Activity  |  On Your Own — See Hotel Concierge 

Annual Luncheon Banquet  |  Tues Aug 5
   Yes, I will attend (included in registration fee)     $  _________________

   I will bring ____ guest(s) @ $40 per person     $  _________________

Closing Session / Box Lunch  |  Wed Aug 6
    Yes, I will attend (included in registration fee)     $  _________________

TOTAL AMOuNT ENCLOSED OR TO BE CHARGED     $  _________________    _________________

4 Abuse & Neglect
The Child Witness and the 
Use of Interview Tools
Nanette Schrandt, MSW 
Carolyn Kalos, JD

5 Abuse & Neglect
Representing Pregnant 
and Parenting Teens
Lisa Pilnik, JD / MS 
Leslie Heimov, JD / CWLS

12:30 – 1:30 pm
General Session 3: The Foster 
Care System in America

 Andrew Bridge, JD,  
 author of Hope’s Boy

Book Signing to Follow
arranGeMents for tHe aPPearanCe 
of andreW brIdGe Made tHrouGH 
HarPerCollIns sPeaKers bureau, ny, ny

Box lunch will be provided. The cost 
is included in conference registration; 
however, you must indicate 
attendance on the registration form. 

1:30 – 2:00 pm
Closing Session

•	 2009	ConferenCe	
ANNOuNCEMENT

•	 door	Prizes,	inCLuding	
an	aLL	exPense	Paid	triP	
to	the	2009	naCC	32nd	
annuaL	ConferenCe	(must	
Be	Present	to	win)

•	 CLosing	remarks

2:00 pm
Adjourn

✃

Space at this conference is limited. Registrations will be filled based on date applications are received. If you will require  
handicap access to facilities or special assistance at the program, please contact the NACC as soon as possible.
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Registration
The NACC 31st National Juvenile and Family Law Conference
Sunday, August 3 – Wednesday, August 6, 2008

0.00

Please indicate  
vegetarian meal 
requirement(s)

Please make  
checks payable to:  
National Association  
of Counsel for Children  
 
Mail to:  
NACC 
1825 Marion Street 
Suite 242 
Denver, CO 80218 
  
303-864-5320 
1-888-828-NACC 
Fax 303-864-5351

Register Online! 
www.NACCchildlaw.org 
 
Tax ID# 84-0743810

regular registration — postmarked	by	July	3,	2008
  n  NACC MEMBER   $365 n  NON-MEMBER   $465

procrastinator registration — postmarked	after	July	3,	2008
  n  naCC	memBer			$395	 n  non-memBer			$495
nACC Certified Child welfare Law Specialists:  
take 10% off the applicable rate.

NAME (MR / MS / DR)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

COMPANY / FIRM / AGENCY  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY  __________________________________________________________________   STATE  __________________   zIP  _______________________________

TELEPHONE  ___________________________________________________________   FAx  _________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DEGREE / OCCUPATION  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BAR MEMBER NUMBER  ________________________________________________   STATE  _______________________________________________________

ETHNICITY (OPTIONAL)   ______________________________________________   NUMBER OF YEARS IN JUVENILE / FAMILY LAW ______________

Registration includes 
tuition, manual, 
reception, breaks, 
banquet, and box 
lunch on Wednesday 
(and a 1 year NACC 
membership for non-
member registrants)

Please indicate your 
choice for Sessions 
A–G by checking 
the session number 
of your choice:

Please charge my   n Visa			n MASTERCARD 
CARD #  CVD (3-digit code)

EXPIRATION DATE               NAME AS SHOWN ON CARD                                                        SIGNATuRE

BILLING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT THAN ABOVE)

0.00



Savannah, Georgia • August 3-6, 2008
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