
II

6. Rise of Hitler and
the aggression of

Nazi Germany
(Colour and Shape Contract)

Examples of differentiated
lesson plans
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JS History S3

Topic Rise of Hitler and the aggression of Nazi Germany

Number of Lessons 2 lessons (35 minutes per lesson)

Learning objectives

Know
• the post-WWI situation in Germany
• the aggression of Nazi Germany during the WWII

Understand
• the factors for the rise of Adolf Hitler
• the effect of policies adopted by Nazi Germany

Do
• explain how the situation in post-WWI Germany contributed to the rise of Nazism
• analyse how the genocide policy affected the Jews at that time

Tools for differentiation / Instructional strategies

Tools for
differentiation

• Form A and B (Appendix 1)
• Equalizer (Appendix 2)

Instructional
strategies

• Colour and Shape Contract (Appendix 3)
It is a learning contract between teacher and student. Students are given
choices to select the tasks by colour and shape.
*You may view chapter 4 in the animated video for reference.

• RAFT
It motivates students to learn by giving them choices, appealing to their
interests and learning profiles, and adapting to their readiness levels.
*You may view chapter 3 in the animated video for reference.

Learning and Teaching Materials

Video clips

• Hitler’s speech (2:32)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFNUdCtMXWE

• The Great Dictator (2:05:15) (for Blue task 3/Red task 2)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NtBnaarXfg

• Schindler's List- The Girl in Red (2:57)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1VL-y9JHuI

• Life is beautiful-Let me on that train! (3:25)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaUEDYWofJQ&list=PL9950DAF446A7AE39

• Anne Frank
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdGwtZMdEbA (Being arrested) (12:56)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y8KPb9Tk-U (Life in concentrationcamp) (13:49)

Worksheets

• There are 9 tasks in the Colour and Shape Contract. Each group chooses one
activity from each shape and colour. Teacher uses Blue tasks to cater for students
who prefer writing, Green for students who prefer audio-visual learning approach
and Red for those who like drawing. (Appendix 4)

Students’ work • Posters and Job Application Letter (Appendix 5)

Example 6
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Teaching Flow

Time Steps in the 
lesson

Learning and
teaching activities

Elements / strategies of
Differentiated Instruction

5
mins Pre-assessment

• Ask questions to assess students’ prior
knowledge:

Q.1 What is Nazism?
Q.2 What were the policies of the Nazi Party?

Use the results of Form A 
and Form B to set the topic
that interests students most.
(Appendix 1)

Equalizer: (Appendix 2)

(From abstract to concrete)

25
mins

Introduction of 
Colour and

Shape Contract

• Introduce a new form of learning contract to
the students – Learning Menu.

• Ask them to choose their task and work in
groups.

• After taking their options, the students need
to sign their own learning contract.

Refer to the 9 tasks in the
Colour and Shape 
contract
(Appendix 3 and 4)

The rise of
Hitler and his

Nazi Party

• Students watch the video ‘Hitler’s speech’
(Task 1 in Green Contract) and answer questions
about Adolf Hitler.

• Students watch another video ‘The Great Dictator’.
After that, they are required to take the perspective
of  the Germans who experienced the social
hardships in the post-WWI period (1919-32), and
draw a picture regarding to the sufferings of the
Germans
(Task 2 in Red Contract) or write a letter to your
currently abroad children, regarding to the post-war
sufferings.

• Students have to search for more information at
home to complete the task. (Situation of post-WWI
Germany, impact of Great Depression, etc.)

• Discuss if Hitler himself or the situation in postwar
Germany contributed to the rise of Nazism.

(From structured to open)
Students’ work (Appendix 5)

15
mins

Aggression of 
Germany and 

the outbreak of
World War II

• Illustrate the map of Europe and ask students
to mark the countries that surrounded
Germany and draw the routes of German
invasion. (Task 3 in Red Contract)

• After that, ask students to discuss the war
plans of Germany during the World War II.
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Teaching Flow

Time Steps in the 
lesson

Learning and
teaching activities

Elements / strategies of
Differentiated Instruction

20
mins

Nazi policy
during the

World War II

• Students watch the video ‘Schindler's List’
(Task 2 in Green Contract) as an introduction
to the Holocaust during the World War II.

• When the video is over, ask them to complete
the ‘RAFT’ worksheets (Task 1 in Blue
Contract). A number of ‘RAFT’ worksheets
have been prepared and students finish the
writing with the role chosen. Students may
opt to write a short description about Anne
Frank’s experience in WWII. (Task 2 in Blue
Contract). ‘RAFT’ worksheets facilitate the
discussion of Holocaust and its impact.

• Assume the Allied Powers (e.g. Britain and
France) decided to have propaganda and
stop the invasion of Germany. According to
the contract, students may opt to draw a
poster to show their sufferings and convey
anti-war messages (Task 1 in Red Contract)
or compose an anti-war song (Task 3 in
Green Contract).

• Some group mates can do the ‘RAFT’
worksheets, while others can draw a
propaganda poster.

• Give students 10 minutes for doing ‘RAFT’
worksheets and preparing the poster.
Students should write down explanations for
group presentation.

• After everyone has presented and rebutted
each other, ask the class to vote on their most
favourite poster. Students should vote based
on the persuasiveness of arguments, not just
on the poster.

(From single facet to multiple 
facets)
Ensure students understand 
the sufferings of different roles
during the World War II. For
advanced learners, ask them 
to compare the responses of 
the different roles in RAFT to 
the Holocaust in the World 
War II.

Students’ work (Appendix 5)

5
mins Conclusion

• Review the concepts learnt in the lesson:

1) The rise of Hitler
2) Aggression of Germany and the outbreak of

World War II
3) Genocide during World War II

Ensure students conceptualize 
the key ideas of Nazi policy 
and aggression of Germany.
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40

30

20

10

0
Q1  Q9  Q5 Q13  Q2  Q10  Q6 Q14  Q3  Q11  Q7 Q15  Q4 Q12  Q8 Q16  Q17  

Reading level
R(1-3)

Writing Level
W(1-3)

Group (G) /
Solo (S) Interests

Visual(V)
Auditory(A)

Kinesthetic(K)

R1 : 14%
R2 : 43%
R3 : 43%

W1 : 10%
W2 : 33%
W3 : 57%

G : 62%
S : 38%

Reading : 29%
Drawing   : 19%
Music  : 14%
Basketball :  5%
Computer games : 24%
Sports   :  4 %
Others    :  5 %

A        : 10%
V        : 10%
V/A     : 48%
V/A/K : 32%

Critical thinking skills
C1(1-3)

Collaboration Skills
C2(1-3)

Creativity
C3(1-3)

C1-1 : 19%
C1-2 : 48%
C1-3 : 33%

C2-1 : 10%
C2-2 : 48%
C2-3 : 42%

C3-1 : 14%
C3-2 : 48%
C3-3 : 38%

Appendix 1

Data collected from Form A
Number of
Students: 37

Data collected from Form B

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, Leading and Managing a Differentiated Classroom, ASCD, 2011. pp.156-157
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Appendix 2

Equalizer: A tool for differentiating process and product
Topic: Rise of Hitler and the aggression of Nazi Germany

in the World War II (S3)

Concrete
What were the policies of

the Nazi Party?

Abstract
What is “Nazism”?

Structured
Complete the

resume of Hitler.

Open
Discuss if Hitler himself or
the post-war situation led

to the rise of Nazism.

Single Facet
Take one role in RAFT to
describe the sufferings of

the Jews during the
Holocaust in World War II

Multiple Facets
Compare the responses of
the different roles in RAFT

to the Holocaust in the
World War II.

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, How to differentiate instruction in mixed-ability classrooms,
Pearson Education, 2005. pp.47
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(Colour and Shape Contract)

Appendix 3

Signed by student(s):

Learning Contract
Colour And Shape Contract

Topic: The Rise of Hitler and the German Aggression in the World War II

Due Date:
Choose an activity from each shape group. Circle your three choices below.

You are responsible for finishing these activities and remember to sign
your name on the learning contract.

1) RAFT Writing
(Concentration

camp)

2) Short
description About 

Anne Frank’s 
experience in WWII

3) Letter to
Children
(Social

hardships in 
post-WWI 
Germany)

Blue
Contract

Green
Contract

Red
Contract

1) Watching
Hitler’s Speech

2) Watching
movie

about WWII

3) Composing
a song

3) Routes of Nazi
invasion on

Map of Europe

2) Drawing
(Social

hardships in 
post-WWI 
Germany)

1) Anti-war
Poster (WWII)
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Blue Contract
Task 1

□ stay in role using
historical empathy

□ information is correct

Green Contract
Task 1 

□ watch with focus

□ identify Hitler’s abilities
from his speech

Red Contract
Task 1

□ format is correct

□ anti-war message
is clear

Blue Contract
Task 2

□ description is relevant

□ information is correct

Green Contract
Task 2

□ watch with focus

□ sum up German
aggression in WWII

Red Contract
Task 2

□ information is correct

□ Ideas are clearly 
presented 

Blue Contract
Task 3

□ format is correct

□ information is accurate

Green Contract
Task 3

□ theme of the song
is clear

□ lyrics are in correct
historical context

Red Contract
Task 3

□ German aggression
in the WWII is
clearly shown

□ routes of German
aggression is correct

Assessment Criteria for Colour and Shape Contract

Appendix 3
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RAFT Writing (Task 1.1)
Name :       Class :       Class no : 

Schindler’s List – The Girl in Red
(Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1VL-y9JHuI)

RAFT Writing (Task 1.2)
Name :       Class :       Class no : 

Life is beautiful - Let Me on That Train!
(Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaUEDYWofJQ&list=PL9950DAF446A7AE39)

Write about 50 to 100 words for the topic below.           Purpose: Keep away from the Nazi soldiers.

Write about 50 to 100 words for the topic below.
Purpose: To get on that train to concentration camp.

Dora Orefice is a German who was married to a Jewish man.

Role Audience Format Topic
The Girl in Red Her parents Message for help Save me to Help!

Role Audience Format Topic
A German woman

who was married to
a Jewish man

Nazi officer at
the train station to

concentration camp
Letter We want family

reunion!

Appendix 4

Blue Contract
(Blue Square)
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Blue Contract
(Blue Square)

RAFT Writing (Task 1.3)
Name :       Class :       Class no : 

Anne Frank – Being Arrested!
(Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdGwtZMdEbA)

RAFT Writing (Task 1.4)
Name :       Class :       Class no : 

Anne Frank – Life in Concentration Camp
(Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y8KPb9Tk-U)

Write about 50 to 100 words for the topic below.
Purpose: Telling your family members how worried you are.

Write about 50 to 100 words for the topic below.
Purpose: Telling others how much you hope to regain freedom.

Role Audience Format Topic

Anne Frank Family Members of
Anne Frank Diary We are arrested!

Role Audience Format Topic

Anne Frank Others in
concentration camp Letter Will we die here?

Appendix 4
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(Colour and Shape Contract)

Short Writing (Task 2)
Rise of Hitler and the German aggression in the World War II

After watching the video clip about Anne Frank, write 
a short description of this German Jewish girl and 
her experience during World War II. Search for more 
information on the internet to know more about her.

Anne Frank was a German Jewish girl.

Blue Contract
(Blue Square)

Appendix 4
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Appendix 4

Blue Contract
(Blue Square)

Letter of Children (Task 3)
Rise of Hitler and the German aggression in World War II

In the period 1918-1932, Germany experienced the defeat of WWI and the Great 
Depression. Imagine that you were a German in 1932, who had children living abroad. 
Write a letter to tell them what happened and what you had suffered in the past 10 
years.

Purpose Role Audience Format Topic
To let your children know 
about the hardships that 
Germans suffered in the 
decade after WWI.

A 
German 
in 1932

Your 
children

Informal
Letter

Post-WWI 
hardships
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Appendix 4

Green Contract
(Green Triangle)

Green Contract 1

Green Contract 2

Green Contract 3

1) Watching
Hitler’s Speech

2) Watching
movie

about WWII

3) Composing
a song
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Anti-War Poster (Task 1)
(Red Circle)

Appendix 4

Draw an anti-war poster in response to German aggression during World War II.
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Drawing (Task 2)
(Red Circle)

Appendix 4

In the period 1918-1932, Germany experienced the defeat of WWI and the Great 
Depression. Imagine that you were a painter in 1932, draw a picture regarding to 
the sufferings of the Germans in the past 10 years.

kelvinkyip
打字機文字
Topic:____________________

kelvinkyip
線段

kelvinkyip
線段

kelvinkyip
線段

kelvinkyip
線段

kelvinkyip
線段

kelvinkyip
打字機文字
Writing about 50 words to explain your ideas:
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Drawing map (Task 3)
(Red Circle)

Appendix 4

After watching the video, draw the routes of 
German invasion on the map since 1939.
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Appendix 5
Students’ work




