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MILESTONES IN THE 
COMPANY’S HISTORY 
R U H R M I N I N G

I N D U S T R Y
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Rudolf von Scheven

Al though Sprockhövel  appears
f rom the a i r  to nest le idy l l ica l ly  in to
the wooded footh i l ls  o f  the Bergi  -
sches Land,  i t  actual ly  belongs to
the southern t ip of  the Ruhr area,  a
locat ion that  immediate ly conjures
up i ts  popular image as the cradle
of  coal  mining.  In those days ,  o f
course ,  condi t ions underground
were anyth ing but  idy l l ic .  When von
Scheven was formed in 1937, miners
were s t i l l  work ing wi th pneumat ic
hammers ,  and valves were needed
to regulate the air pressure for these
machines and for  the groundwater
dra inage pipes .  For decades,  those
valves were suppl ied by companies
in Sprockhövel  – inc luding von
Scheven.  Our founder Rudol f  von
Scheven quick ly recognised the
potent ia l  o f  new plast ic mater ia ls
when i t  came to making dimen-
s ional ly  s table seals .  This led to
the development of  the f i rs t  bal l
va lves ,  in i t ia l ly  jus t  for  use in es-
tabl ished f ie lds ,  then la ter,  above
al l  wi th the introduct ion of hydraul ic
systems underground,  for  more
complex jobs that  required much
higher pressures .  Featur ing the
 advantage of  a complete ly fu l l  bore
in open posi t ion .  Other industr ies
soon learned about th is innovat ive ,
s turdy and highly re l iable valve
technology, and the company began
to grow. The most  recent  phase of
expansion – tak ing our to ta l  admin-
is t ra t ive and product ion area to
6,000 square metres – was com-
pleted in 2008 under the leadership
of  today ’s senior management
team Dipl . - Ing.  Volker Wul ls te in and
Dr.  Mathias Wul ls te in .  The s tage is
now set  for  the fu ture to unfo ld
wi thout  constra in ts on capaci ty –
f i rmly rooted in the mining t radi-
t ions of  the Ruhr whi le supply ing
markets a l l  over the wor ld .  
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Volker Wullstein Dr. Mathias Wullstein
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W O R K I N G A L O N E I S M E R

O N L Y T E A M W O R K
The cul ture of  any business is determined
above al l  by the mot ivat ion and commitment
of  i ts  workforce.  Achiev ing th is is  largely a
mat ter  o f  subt le leadership ,  e f f ic ient  operat-
ing procedures ,  t ransparent  communicat ion
channels ,  f la t  h ierarchies and a wi l l ingness
to discuss and solve complex tasks through
a construct ive dialogue that a lso chal lenges
exis t ing ideas and posi t ions .  That  does not
mean there is no longer a place for concen -
t ra ted indiv idual  e f for ts ,  a l though they must
be fu l ly  a l igned wi th the overal l   purpose.
We have conveyed th is business phi losophy
in archi tectural  form by incorporat ing open
spaces in to our adminis t ra t ion bui ld ing –
as a re f lect ion of the way we interact with
our colleagues. We th ink the design might
wel l  appeal  to those of  our customers who
natura l ly  expect  a f i rs t -c lass product  but
who place equal  va lue on the qual i ty  o f
communicat ion and the suppor t  and advice
they receive .  Looking ahead,  the abi l i ty  to
exchange in format ion rapid ly and to show
organisat ional  f lex ib i l i ty  in terms of  admin-
is t ra t ion ,  design and product ion wi l l  be
 increasingly v i ta l ,  especial ly given the need
wi th in our expanding industr ies to remain 

global ly  compet i t ive and to innovate .  Our
exper ienced customer suppor t  teams can
draw on a huge network of  contacts and in-
format ion.  They can give you al l  the advice
you need on the most  re l iable valve tech-
nology,  the physical  proper t ies of  any
 specia l  f lu ids that  you may use and how to
manage them accordingly, industry standards,
directives, regulat ions and s ta tu tory record-
keeping obl igat ions .  We can even provide
al l  th is suppor t  a t  the planning s tage.  You
never know, perhaps our ideas might  jus t
spark of f  a complete ly new t ra in of  thought
on your s ide .  

T E
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E L Y A F O R M O F ADDITION.
L E A D S T O

MULTIPLICATION.

A M
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FLUIDS A

KFL-B

EFK

NBA-C

NSKI-C 

ESK

KSAE-C DBA-C

KSAE-DR-C

DBF-C

HBS-C

NSK-AL-C

NBDI-C

HKS-C

NBI-CNBDA-C

SEL-C

NSKA-C

NSK-AF-C

HBSK-C

EHK-D

MSK

VRSV-C 

HKA-C

SIB-C

KFK-B

SEF-C

DBS-C

DBI-C

Ball valve with
pneumatic actuator
and limit switch

VSK-C

NBAC-C 

HBP-C

HBDS-C

MKA-C 

Ball valve with
electro-hydraulic
actuator 

HBS twin handle

K-KFB-C
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Ef fect ive mater ia l  f low management
in complex product ion systems
cal ls  for  an in-depth understanding
of the consis tency and s ta te of  the
f lu ids in quest ion .  I t  a lso requires
components that  are capable of
 d i rect ing,  in terrupt ing or re leasing
the f low of  such substances wi th
pinpoint  precis ion.  We of fer  an
 extensive por t fo l io of  h igh-per for-
mance bal l  va lves and f i t t ings
 ta i lored to the requirements of  an
ever- increasing range of  f lu ids .  I t
covers a broad scope of  mater ia ls ,
geometr ies and technical  features .
Should you fa i l  to f ind a sui table
product ,  we wi l l  go one s tep fur ther
and engineer a customised bal l
va lve to match your speci f ic appl i -
cat ion.  In fact ,  we part icular ly re l ish
such chal lenges.

2-way ball valves with thread connection
DN 4 - 80 mm, PN up to 2 ,500 bar

2-way ball valves with flange connection
according to DIN, ANSI , SAE
DN 10 - 250 mm, PN up to 420 bar

2-way ball valves with weld ends
DN 8 - 50 mm, fu l ly  welded up to 300 mm
PN up to 400 bar

2-, 3- and 4-way ball valves for manifold
installation
DN 6 - 25 mm, PN up to 500 bar

3-way changeover ball valves 
DN 4 - 100 mm, PN up to 500 bar

Multiway ball valves (positive overlap)
DN 4 - 25 mm, PN up to 500 bar

Ball valves with plug- in connection 
(Steck-O, Super-Steck-O, SSKV)
DN 6 - 100 mm, PN up to 500 bar

Ball valves and fitt ings for the mining
 industry
DN 10 - 100 mm, PN up to 500 bar

Actuation/automation 
Our bal l  va lves can be actuated in var ious
ways,  depending on the speci f ic appl icat ion .
The opt ions avai lable to you are hand levers,
handles and var ious types of  actuator –
pneumat ic ,  e lect r ic ,  hydraul ic and elect ro-
hydraul ic .  

Special programme
You may also be in terested in customised
solut ions designed and produced to 
the highest  s tandards .  We look forward to
assis t ing you.

S ARE FUSSY
P O R T F O L I O

Sv
vonScheven

SIBK-D

V-SB 

V-KV-C 

SBAC-C

HBS-D

Ball valve with 
electric actuator

HKA-C

Actuator mountings
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Li fe f lour ishes between poles of  ex-
tremity.  There is no need to struggle
wi th psychology to recognise th is .
 Exter ior  l iv ing envi ronments are per-
ceived in s imi lar  ways:  as l ight  and
dark ,  for  ins tance,  as noisy or quie t ,
warm or cold ,  h igh or low.  The same
appl ies in the f ie ld of  sc ience,  where
ent i re wor lds dr i f t ,  and somet imes
achieve cohesion,  in the space be-
tween plus and minus or wi th in the
fundamental   in teract ions of  physics .
The ubiquitous computer of the modern
day works on the same pr incip le by
stor ing yes/no data as binary zeros
and ones in i ts  memory.  Such an
 apparent ly  s t ra ight forward procedure
also character ises the funct ioning of
our bal l  va lves:  thei r  super f ic ia l ly
 s imple open/close mechanism oper-
ates at the analogue level ,  o f  course ,  

yet  o f ten as par t  o f  h ighly complex
appl icat ions .  Substance f lows are
 re ta ined,  d iver ted and re leased in fu l l
and f ree passage,  in f luencing numer-
ous chemical  and physical  processes
as a consequence. Al l  that ’s needed is
a quar ter  turn of  the bal l – manual ly,
pneumat ical ly,  e lect r ica l ly  or  hydraul i -
cal ly,  as required.  The mater ia ls we
use and the combinat ions in which we
use them are as wide-ranging as the
f lu ids themselves .  This goes for  our
( s ta in less )  s teel  a l loys and many
 di f ferent  types of  p last ic .  Making the
right choice is a minor artwork in  i tsel f,
and one we have been ref in ing f rom
the very s tar t – empir ica l ly,  methodi-
cal ly  and now for three generat ions .  

ALL OUR PRODUCTS DO 
IS OPEN AND CLOSE – 

BUT WITH ABSOLUTE   
PRECISION.

D I V E R G E N C E S
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Concrete

Moulding sand

Sand

Cement

Granules

GASES
Air

Methane

Hydrocarbons 

Propane

Natural gas

Acetylene

Oxygen

Butane

Nitrogen

Inert gases 

FLUIDS
Plastics 

Water

(Hydraulic) oils

Emulsions Fuels

Acids
Lyes

Lubricants Bitumen

SOLIDS
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A SPHERE IS 
IDEAL IN THEORY –  

AND IN PRACTICE. D E S
D E
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I t  has been said that  the great
th ing about physics is  the fact  that
i t  deals wi th real i ty.  Whereas a
mathemat ical  model  o f fers ,  a t  best ,
a reduced depic t ion of  that  real i ty,
physics impresses on us that  not
every th ing is quant i f iable ,  and 
that  much can only be calcula ted
unsatisfactori ly,  i f  at al l .  This balanc -
ing act  between theory and prac-
t ice has exercised a great many
minds since the days of Pythagoras,
who bel ieved the wor ld could be
calcula ted.  Our design engineers
need to grapple wi th both s ides:
the mathemat ical  ideal  o f  the
sphere and i ts  physical  proper t ies
as actual ly  exper ienced.  The f ru i ts
of  th is exemplary symbiosis of
thought ,  s imulat ion and exper imen-
ta t ion – combined wi th an in-depth
knowledge of  mater ia ls and thei r
load-bear ing capaci ty – are ex-
plo i ted by our development teams
on a dai ly  basis .  In i tse l f,  however,
a sphere ( i .e .  a bal l )  does not
make a bal l  va lve – even i f  the bal l
remains i ts  funct ional  core or i ts
hear t ,  so to speak.  Only when
 in teract ing wi th complex seals and
adjust ing mechanisms and careful ly
housed in a robust  casing does 
i t  become the component valued
by our customers around the world:
a dynamic ,  precise and secure
shut-of f  va lve for  mater ia l  f low
management .  Over the decades,
we have produced a modular
 construct ion uni t  which,  combined
wi th today ’s weal th of  empir ica l
knowledge and modern method -
o logy,  has brought about a t t ract ive
cl ient-speci f ic solut ions and some
surpr is ing innovat ions a long the
way.  This process has been dr iven
by the invent iveness of  our em -
ployees and supported by the su-
perb CAD systems of  the modern
day.  Now we look to a fu ture that
s tar ted wi th mining.

Sv
vonScheven

I G N A N D   
V E L O P M E N T
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On the face of  i t ,  a grand piano
and a bal l  va lve don' t  necessar i ly
have that  much in common. 
In fact ,  one would say that ,  g iven
thei r  appearance and funct ion ,  
they were decidedly d i f ferent .  One
makes beaut i fu l  music ,  the other
ensures – or prevents – the smooth
throughf low of f luids. What connects
the two is how high-qual i ty  compo-
nents are di l igent ly  assembled to
make one per fect  whole .  Created
by dedicated experts with a supreme
understanding of  thei r  craf t  down
the generat ions .
As no two ranges are ident ica l ,  we
are mi les away f rom the drudgery
of  the assembly l ine here .  Every
piano and every bal l  va lve is  a
unique specimen,  i f  you l ike .  From
the very f i rs t  touches r ight  through
to the f inal  checks .  Wi th us ,  that
holds t rue for  smal l  batches just  as
i t  does for  bulk orders .  Of  course ,
we too f ind a use for  e f f ic ient  and
cost-e f fect ive technologies of  the
next  generat ion .  Despi te our h igh-
powered,  numer ical ly  contro l led
machining centres ,  specia l  machin-
ery and robot- loaded rotary t ransfer
machines ,  however,  once our auto-
mated processes are complete we
st i l l  re ly on the fami l iar  a t t r ibutes
of discerning craf tsmen. On manual
dexter i ty,  i r replaceable in tu i t ion
and human f lex ib i l i ty,  which should
not be underest imated,  and on our
staf f,  to whom we as a family-owned
business feel  a specia l  obl igat ion .
Wi thout  them, our bal l  va lves would
not be amongst the best in the world.
We’re sure of  that .  And success
proves us r ight .

Sv
vonScheven

MANUFACTORY  
WITH HIGH-TECH AP P

P R O D U C T
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I O N
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Contradic tory though i t  may sound,
you wi l l  f ind the most  accurate
measur ing machines for  3D coordi-
nates ever developed in the his tory
of  technology precisely in those
places that  preach a zero-error
phi losophy.  And we’re no di f ferent .
F i rs t ly,  because we want to f ind out
whether product ion genuinely can
now run wi thout  any errors or not .
And secondly,  so that  we can real ly
put  suppl ied components through
the wringer. Of course, our approach
involves in ter l ink ing,  s imulat ing
and opt imis ing a l l  design,  manu-
factur ing and assembly parameters
in such a way that  what emerges 
at  the end is a per fect  bal l  va lve .
As a lways ,  th is means carefu l
measurement ,  a l ignment and test-
ing.  The fact that somet imes hidden
errors are uncovered and that  the
work done to f ix  them f requent ly
sparks something innovat ive is  an
extremely welcome s ide-ef fect  o f
our qual i ty  assurance.  Once the
finishing touches are f inally in place,
a hundred percent  pressure tes t
provides conclus ive proof that each
and every ball valve is in impeccable
working order.  I t  is th is understand -
ing of  qual i ty  that  has a l ready
brought us a whole host  o f  cer t i f i -
cat ions .  Wi th many more undoubt-
edly s t i l l  to come.

MISTAKES 
ARE TEACHERS OF 
INNOVATION   

Q U A L I T Y

TÜV Certificate 
DIN EN ISO 9001: 2008
TÜV Certificate AD-2000 HP 0
Certificate PED 97/23/ EG 
(replacement: 2014/ 68/ EU)
TÜV Certificate TA Luft
TÜV Certificate in-house 
inspection service TPED

TÜV Certificate component test

GWI-HTB inspection 

VdS Certificate 
Production facility VdS
 approved production 

Apragaz Type Approval TPED
BAM Test report according 
to DIN EN ISO 15615: 2002

DVGW Gas certificate

SVGW Gas certificate

TR customs union certification 
of the EAC (CUC) 
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PROGRESS IS DRIVEN BY SUCCESS
S U C C E S S  I S  D E F I N E D  B Y  C U S T O M E R S

I t  is  sa id that  there are many paths to success .  But  i t  is  a lso said that  success only 
k icks in when you s tar t  doing more than just  what ’s  necessary – cont inuously.  

Tru isms that ,  as so of ten happens,  are a fa i r ly  accurate re f lect ion of  real i ty.  What is  c lear
is that  success is generated by disc ip l ined act iv i ty  and an abi l i ty  to keep decis ion-making

and implementat ion re la t ive ly c lose together.  Nobody apprecia tes and rewards th is 
more than the customer – wi th recogni t ion ,  loyal ty  and ul t imate ly wi th orders .

Sat is f ied customers wi l l  come back.  Del ighted customers wi l l  pass the word around.  
Our re ferences f rom al l  manner of  d i f ferent  sectors speak for  themselves .  

Rudolf von Scheven GmbH
Wuppertaler Strasse 10 -12, D -45549 Sprockhövel

Phone +49 (0) 23 24/97 42-0
www.von-scheven.de EN
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