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Gloria (left), a JEVS college advisor,  
pictured with Zaynah, a new college student 

at Community College of Philadelphia. 



JEVS Human Services provides individuals with the tools they need to 
reach higher, overcome barriers and lead lives of independence and dignity. 
This year we celebrated our 75th anniversary and, with your generous 
support, we are able to focus on investing in our future – our next 75 years. 

Certainly the highlight of this year was our anniversary gala honoring  
Vivian and Oscar (z”l) Lasko and featuring Tony award winning per-
formers, Ben Platt and Benj Pasek. The words from Dear Evan Hansen, 
written by Benj and sung by Ben, are a fitting anthem for the work we do in 
our community and the impact YOU helped us to achieve: 

Even when the dark comes crashin’ through
When you need someone to carry you

When you’re broken on the ground
You will be found!

So many of the individuals we serve face obstacles that most of us cannot 
imagine. With your support, we are helping many to “be found.” Thank you 
for joining us in our mission. We know you join us in the belief that we each 
hold a stake in assisting others to lead lives of independence and dignity.  

             Jay Spector      Sam First
              President and CEO                      Chair, JEVS Foundation 

Ben Cohn, Ben Platt and Benj Pasek of Dear Evan Hansen along with 
the shining stars of JEVS’ youth Programs at our 75th anniversary gala.



At our Orleans Technical College (OTC),  
we provide hands on training to prepare the 
workforce of tomorrow. We offer career 
training programs to help adults to build the 
skills they need to begin careers in the building 
trades and healthcare sectors. For many at 
OTC, our programs are a second chance at a 
bright future. 

Your investment 
provided

$300,000  
in scholarships to 
support vocational 

training.

This year, JEVS’ youth programs helped 3,141 
young adults to overcome significant barriers  
with the goal of breaking the cycle of poverty for  
the most vulnerable young people in our region.  
By empowering youth with the education, training 
and supports they need, JEVS strengthens individuals 
and communities.

“My life has been like a roller coaster.  
Project WOW helped me refocus,  

get my GED and find my way.  
They got me to where I am today.

--  Greg,  
Project WOW participant



Each year, JEVS’ Career Strategies hosts a very special Seder for women
 in our community who face challenges in their lives. These women find them-
selves without a safety net and unsure of how they will take care of themselves 
and their families. Through the generous support of our community, emergency 
funds are raised to assist these women when they need help paying the rent, 
obtaining needed medications, covering the cost of childcare or clothing as  
well as with job counseling and skills training. This is what the JEVS’ programs, 
and this Seder, are all about--making hope happen.

807  
Jewish Individuals with 
barriers to employment 

received comprehensive 
career services through 

your support  
of JEVS. 



Helping people with disabilities achieve their employment 
goals is central to JEVS’ mission. We believe that at work,  
it’s what people can do that defines them.    

“With this job, I help people with job search, 
applications and resumes. I like helping 

people. I don’t look at myself with limitations 
and I don’t want others to look at  

themselves that way either.

--  Josh Shusterman,  
Disability Navigator, PA CareerLink and Member, 
JEVS Philadelphia Independence Network

This year,  
JEVS served    

263 clients 

from 30
countries around 

the world.  

76 years ago, JEVS was founded to help refugees fleeing Nazi Germany. Imagine arriving in  
Philadelphia today knowing very little English, with no family or resources – and having to 
support yourself and your family. Today our Center for New Americans (CNA) helps hundreds 
of refugees learn English, develop their computer skills, understand American culture and  
prepare to become positive contributors to the workforce. 

  

301
people with disabilities 

prepared for and 
engaged in meaningful 

work through JEVS’
programs. 
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Your generosity supported the  
following programs: 
Franklin C. Ash Internship Program
Bridge to Employment
Career Strategies
Career Strategies Emergency Fund
CareerLink 
Center for New Americans
Culinary Connections
Discovery Pilot: Disability Employment Program
E3 Power Center City
Lasko College Prep Program
Orleans Technical College
Philadelphia Independence Network (PIN)
Preparing for, Attaining and Sustaining Success (PASS)
Project WOW
Tikvah Residence
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