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1. Avoid attempts to advance through the repertoire too quickly 

Examples: 
1. Frogs – Keiko Abe (Moderato 2nd page) 
2. Rain Dance – Alice Gomez (M. 33) 

 3. Tune for Mary O. – Rich O’Meara (M. 1 – M. 33) 
 
2. Spend more time with works 

 
3. Find the fluidity in your playing 

Examples: 
4. Two Mexican Dances (Mvt. 1) – Gordon Stout (Opening LH) 
5. Yellow After the Rain – Mitchell Peters (4-mallet parallel) 
 

4. Find the groove 
Examples: 
6. Tucker – Mark Ford (opening) 
7. Rain Dance – Alice Gomez (Opening) 
8. Merlin (Mvt. II) – Andrew Thomas (M. 37 and M. 57) 

 
5. Determine what the listener should hear and direct them to it 

Examples: 
9. Tucker – Mark Ford (opening) 
10. Merlin (Mvt. II) – Andrew Thomas (M. 37 and M. 57) 
11. Virgina Tate – Paul Smadbeck (Dolce) 
12. Dr. Gradus ad Parnassum – Claude Debussy (M. 22-37) 

 
6. Keep the music on the stand 

 
7. Consider your footwork 

Examples: 
13. Grasslands – Gary Ziek (ending) 
14. Shadow Chasers – Michael Burritt (M. 344) 
15. Merlin (Mvt. II) – Andrew Thomas (M. 105-125) 

 
8. Rolls and avoiding “marimba-y” playing 

Examples: 
16. A Little Prayer – Evelyn Glennie (Opening) 
 Yellow after the Rain – Mitchell Peters (no musical example) 

 
9. Effective practice strategies 

Examples: 
17. Rotation #2 – Eric Sammut (6/16) 
18. Stubernic – Mark Ford (Ending) 
19. Colas Breugnon – Dimitri Kabalevsky (Rehearsal 9-10) 

 
10. Re-create your performing environment as often as possible



A sensible progression of marimba selections 
 
Mazurka     Zivkovic (Funny Mallets) 
Ein Leibeslied    Zivkovic (Funny Mallets) 
Selections from Image   Quartier 
Yellow After the Rain   Peters 
Sea Refractions    Peters 
Rain Dance      Gomez 
Tropical Feel    Zivkovic (Funny Mallets) 
Selected Chorale    Bach 
Restless     O’Meara 
Rhythm Dance    Wittibur 
Etude in C Major    Musser 
Etude in B Major    Musser 
Etudes for Marimba   Smadbeck 
Monograph IV    Gipson 
Tune for Mary O.    O’Meara 
Marimba Dances    Edwards 
Frogs      Abe 
Etude for a Quiet Hall   Deane 
Rhythm Song    Smadbeck 
Meditation and Dance   Steinquest 
Two Movements for Marimba  Tanaka 
Two Mexican Dances   Stout 
Album for the Young   Tchaikovsky/arr. Stevens 
Conversation    Miyoshi 
 
 
 
 
If you have questions or comments about the above or are interested in percussion studies at 
the University of South Carolina, please contact Dr. Scott Herring (sherring@mozart.sc.edu) or 
visit scottherringpercussion.com. 
 






Example 1 - Frogs by Keiko Abe Example 2 - Rain Dance - Alice Gomez






Example 3 - Tune for Mary O. - Rich O’Meara



 

Example 4 - Two Mexican Dances - Gordon Stout Example 5 - Yellow After the Rain - Mitchell Peters



 

Example 6 & 9- Tucker - Mark Ford Example 7 -  Rain Dance - Alice Gomez



Example 8 and 10 - Merlin Mvt. 2 - Andrew Thomas



Example 11 - Virginia Tate - Paul Smadbeck



 

Type to enter text

Example 12 - Dr. Gradus ad Parnassum - Claude Debussy, arr. Stevens



 

Example 13 - Grasslands (from Earth Tones) - Gary Ziek

Example 14 - Shadow Chasers - Michael Burritt

Example 15 - Merlin, Mvt. 2 - Andrew Thomas



 

Example 16 - A Little Prayer - Evelyn Glennie Example 17 - Rotation # 2 - Eric Sammut



Example 18 - Stubernic - Mark Ford Example 19 - Overture to Colas Breugnon - D. Kabalevsky
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