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Next Meetings 
 

THURSDAY 1 FEBURARY  

SHOW & TELL 

CHAIR; TONY MCKENNA 

AV; KEN MIRAMS 

CASH DESK: LOIS LINDSAY & MARY CUNNINGTON 

 

THURSDAY 8 FEBRUARY 

SPEAKER; KYLIE STANLEY 

TOPIC; PNG HIGHLANDS FOUNDATION 

CHAIR; TRISH SMYTH 

AV; GREG EVERY 

CASH DESK; PETER FLUDE & CLEM QUICK 

 

THURSDAY 15 FBRUARY 

FELLOWSHIP 

VISIT TO COAST GUARD 

 

THURSDAY 22 FEBRUARY 

SPEAKER; AIDAN COLEMAN 

TOPIC; FORMER CEO OF BEGA CHEESE 

CHAIR; FRED HOFMANN 

AV; ADRIAN CULSHAW 

CASH DESK; JAN COOPER  & ROY SEAGER 

   

THURSDAY 1 MARCH 

NO MEETING 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 

2017—2018 

Serving the Community since 1985 

Presidents Report 
On Thursday we wel-
comed Chris Mara as the 
newest member of the 
club.  Chris is a Past 
President of Bentleigh 
Moorabbin Central but 
now lives in Beaumaris 
hence his transfer.  Chris 
was accompanied by his 
wife Jenny.  Chris has a 
particular interest in Indig-
enous matters so we will 
team him up with David 
Hone, Robert McArthur 
and the youth committee.  

Four of us attended Mordialloc’s meeting on Tuesday evening 
at Woodlands.  They featured a very interesting speaker about 
the Victoria Police Special Operations Group – how they train 
and what they do.  Lynda has his details, we are following up 
to see if we can get him to speak at Beaumaris in April or May. 

Our speaker on Thursday was John Kneen who talked about 
the Japanese raid on the British, Dutch American and Australi-
an flying boats and transports in Broome in March 1942.  In all 
some 22 aircraft were destroyed and at least 88 people killed. 

Also, on Thursday, Peter Flude represented the club at Bay-
side Council’s Awards Reception at Sandringham Yacht Club.  
Congratulations to Sergeant Arran Ferguson who was award-
ed the Bayside Australian Citizen of the Year.  The award was 
presented to Sergeant Ferguson in recognition of his outstand-
ing contribution to making Bayside a safer place by bringing 
the police and community together.  The 2018 Young Citizen 
of the Year was awarded jointly to Millicent Roper and Stevie-
Lou Answerth for their work to develop an inclusive culture at 
Firbank Grammar and other local Bayside schools.  Communi-
ty Event of the Year Award went to the PRG 24 Hour Charity 
Bike Ride which raises valuable funds for Sandringham Hospi-
tal. 

Congratulations to the international team who have been 
awarded a District grant of $3,000 which will go towards the 
purchase of mosquito nets for Sabu.  This area is not covered 
by the RAMs program so our efforts are important in helping to 
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stop the spread of malaria and other mosquito borne dis-
eases. 

The folks at Beaumaris Sports Club have again asked for 
our help with the BBQ at this year’s Day on Oak Street 
which is on Sunday 18th February.  At this week’s meet-
ing, Chris Werner will be asking for volunteers for two 
shifts on the BBQ.  This year’s headline act is Richard 
Clapton.  Details of the event are on the Beaumaris 
Sports Club web page and our Facebook page. 

We will shortly be making our first donation to the Tracho-
ma 2020 appeal.  The “Dog” and the Indigenous Art sales 
have so far raised $1,500 which will be sent to the District 
co-ordinator.  We have about another $2,000 yet to come 
from picture sales and I expect the Dog to raise another 
$500 or so.  We will therefore be making a donation of 
$1,000 to Sandringham Hospital who helped promote the 
art shows and hopefully another $1,500 will be available 
to go to Trachoma 2020.   

Our next board meeting is on Tuesday 13th February.  If 
there is anything you would like raised see Vivienne who 
is the board member without portfolio and is there to rep-
resent and raise any issues that members may have.  If 
you can’t get hold of Vivienne, then obviously bring it up 
with any board member. 

This week our meeting will feature a presentation by Ken 
Mirams on the survey we took of market customers in No-
vember.  We will then be having a “Show and Tell” ses-
sion featuring six well known club members.  Want to 
know more, make sure you are there on Thursday. 
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237 Bay Road,  
Cheltenham VIC 3192 

03 8535 7980  
  

Yours in Rotary   
Chris 
  

Graphics from John Kneen’s Talk 

Wreckage of flying boats exposed during 
spring low tides. 



 

 

ordered to look for connection from Java to WA Coast. 
Also, Japanese penetration into the NEI cut off the island 
route for the US to the Philippines. 

Broome: With knowledge Broome available USAAF kept 
fighting in Java right up to Japanese landings Australian 
Aircraft could continue to Port Hedland before returning to 
NEI 

US B17, B24 had to continue to Perth - no 100 octane at 
Port Hedland. 

Claims of 57 aircraft in one day. 6000-7000 evacuees 

Broome Harbour — Issues: Mooring, transferring, refuel-
ling, huge tides -One per hour under good conditions. in 
practice much longer at tum of tides. 

B24A Liberator “Arabian Nights" Jan 1942 Regular Aus-
tralia-Java Transport 

March 1; 1 of 4 B24As departing Jogjakarta with evacu-
ees. Java -> Broome ->Perth 

March 2 returned to Jogjakarta (circled 30 minutes but no 
signal to land) 

Last US Mission over Java  

Arrived Broome dawn 3 March 

Dawn 3 March 1942:  "Arabian Nights” loaded with most 
critically wounded patients from Broome Hospital. 

Status at Broome March 3 1942 

 Overnighting at Airport: (3) 

 Arrivals: (5) 

 Overnighting in Harbour: (9) 

 Arrivals: (7) 

 DC5 PK-ADC departed for Sydney 

 SOC-3 floatplane departed south. 

  B24A Arabian Nights departed for Perth 

Just after 9 am the Japanese attacked from the South 
West. 

Observation aircraft (Babs 2 seater) three waves Zeros— 
top fighter protection, centre airport, bottom harbour 

Two flights had left Koepang. 

First attacked Wyndham — destroyed one Dragon Rapide 
— ship in harbour pulled part of pier over when tide went 
down. - 

Second flight — 600 miles to Broome - using the experi-
ence of the Formosa Philippines flight.  Zeros dropped 
their tanks in harbour, so locals thought it was a bombing 
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Speaker; John Kneen 

Topic: Zero Hour in Broome 

The following are John’s notes from his talk: 

Background to this presentation was that l was given a 
gift card by daughter Catherine, so I purchased book 
"Zero Hour in Broome". We later visited Broome. 

Japanese had been very aggressive in SE Asia.  USA, 
where they received most of their oil placed an oil embar-
go. Japan needed oil from Netherlands East Indies (NEI )
and rubber from Malaya.  At 1.15am on December 8”‘ 
1941 they landed at Kota Bharu in Malaya. A few hours 
later (7 Dec US time) they attacked Pearl Harbour. 

Attack on Pearl Harbour intended as warning to America 
not to be involved. 

However, the Americans were enraged.  The attack on 
Pearl Harbour came from carrier-based aircraft —this was 
similar to the attack on Darwin — not so relevant to attack 
on Broome.  

A few hours later the Philippines were hit. (Note when 
discussing the Pacific War the Date Line adds 

confusion. 

in Manilla B17s had just arrived.  When Japanese struck 
Luzon the B17s were put in air so would not be a bomb-
ing target. Back on ground to refuel when second wave 
hit Manila.  Important note here is that some of the attack 
aircraft were Zeros —fighters not usually used in this role. 
The mode of attack on the Philippines by the Zeros is the 
reference point for the attack on Broome.  

Map highlights the rapid penetration of the Japanese into 
the NEI. 

Penetration so fast they didn't have time to upgrade their 
code books.  Rabaul was still Rabaul.  30 Jan QANTAS 
flying boat "Corio" shot down near Timor. — QANTAS 
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raid. 

Attack on aircraft in harbour.  Only 3 permanent moorings 
available — rest just anchor. Waiting for tides — over-
night Dorniers for crew/passengers to load.  Dorniers that 
just arrived for boat to jetty. - 

First pass little damage, second pass cannon fire struck 
all flying boats. 

Some defensive fire from flying boats but after three pass-
es the Zeros were on target. 

At airport: Hudson was stopped as pilot forgot his maps.  
Multiple passes. All aircrew able to escape after first pass 
All aircraft destroyed including Gus Winckels.  

He ran on to /tarmac with aircraft machine gun.  Shot 
down one Zero. He was badly burnt holding weapon. 

When Zeros arrived Curtiss Seagull was taking off from 
the harbour.  Chased by lead 

middle level Zero who then observed the B24 and at-
tacked B24.  Zero returned to lead attack on airport — 
this is when he was shot down.   B24 crashed into sea. 
Two people from B24 made land one found in a coma 
and died in Perth. Second found wandering down airstrip. 

Koen’s story '- Life was hell for Dutch living in NEI.   They 
walked away from their home. Hid in sugar plantation.  At 
night taken to river where Dornier was hidden. Very over 
crowded flew to Broome (40+ passengers?)  ‘They were 
safe" They were relaxing on the Dornier’ s wings.  Then 
attacked. Koens family ended up in water — alive.  Many 
from the Dornier (X-I) did not survive. 

Action after raid.  Gus Winckel's flight 7 March flew out 
high ranking NE! officials. NEI surrendered two days later.   

Broome Museum —  

 photos of Gus Winckel 

 engines from Dornier & Empire Flying Boat on dis-
play 

 Rudder from DC3 that was shot down at Carnot 
Bay.  

Survivors wandered around for days until discov-
ered by aborigines escaping from Broome —
taken to mission at Beagle Bay 

 

Believed diamonds on board one of the aircraft to pay for 
Dutch war effort "recovered" by local who then had plenty 
of cash. 

Wrecks still in the harbour.  Wreckage above water at 
extreme tides 
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Close Encounter 

 

A tourist on a boat in 
Laguna San Ignacio 
reaches into the water 
in the hope of petting 
one of many gray 
whales that frequent 
the bay to mate and 
care for their young. 
Once feared by fisher-
men, the unusually 
friendly animals are 
now a crucial part of 
the economy. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY 
THOMAS P. 
PESCHAK, NATION-
AL GEOGRAPHIC 

 

 

President.                                        Chris D’Arcy 

President Elect.                               Heather Chisholm 

Hon Secretary.                                James Glenwright 

Hon Treasurer.                                Richard Jones 

Projects Director.                            Roy Seager 

Immediate PP.                                 Malcolm Sawle 

Independent Director.                    Vivienne Zoppolato 

 

International.  John Sime (Chair) 

Fred Hofmann                                  John Manks 

Ken Mirams                                      Ross Philips 

Robert McArthur                               Clem Quick 

Youth.   Chris Martin (Chair) 

Jan Cooper                                       Lois Lindsay 

Tony McKenna                                 David Rushworth 
Vivienne Zoppolato                          Bridget Hage 

Event Management.  

Jim O’Brien                                       Martin Fothergill 

Robert McArthur                               Geoff Stringer 

Antony Nixon                                     

District Service. 

Youth Services.                                Tony McKenna 

Membership.                                    Trish Smyth 

Assistant Governor.                          Ken Mirams 

Club Service & Administration. 

Attendance & Dining.     Heather Chisholm 

Foundation.                   John Manks 

Program.                       Lynda Doutch 

Membership.                  Adrian Culshaw 

Fellowship.                     Megan Glenwright 

Auditor.                          Tony Phillips 

Club Protection Officer. Ken Mirams 

Communications.           David Lea 

Social Media.                 Kerry, Lynda & Trish 

Archivist.                       John Beaty 

Almoners.                    Lois Lindsay, Charmaine Jansz 

Marketing & PR              Peter Flude 

Club Photographer.       Max Darby 

Community.  Chris Werner (Chair) 

Mary Cunnington           Max Darby 

Martin Fothergill             Kerry Geard 

Tony Phillips                   Roy Downes 

Mary Sealey                   John Beaty 

Richard Shermon             

Market Management.  

Vivienne Zoppolato (co-ordinator) 

Heather Chisolm   Ken Mirams 

Greg Every           Peter Flude 

Indigenous.   

David Hone (Chair) 

Heather D’Arcy (Trachoma) 

RCOB Club Structure 2017 - 2018 

RCOB Board. 


