
Using an Online Catalog to Search 
for Library Materials

• In the following presentation, you will 
become familiar with searches within 
Voyager, the Library’s Online catalog. 

• Keyword and Subject approaches to 
searching are demonstrated  

← Voice Track Notes

Navigation Tips
The Estelle M. Black Library’ at Rock Valley College provides access to more than 100,000 items including books, e-books, journals, music CDs, and video DVDs. The library catalog which is called Voyager lists these items and will help you locate them in the library.  You are invited to listen further to familiarize yourself with searching  Voyager, the Library’s Online catalog. 



Access the Library online

Click on 
Library
Link

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Access the Library online through the college website or simply bookmark http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/library  



Browse Library Banner

Library Banner

Library Catalog

Library Resources

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can jump to the Library Catalog or navigate to library resources using links displayed on the blue Library Banner.



Library catalog
← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Library Catalog is named Voyager. When activated, it displays a Basic Search screen.   



Click on Search

Voyager Online Catalog

• Voyager Online Catalog Keyword Search

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A keyword search is done by typing in the search box. Notice on the right side of the screen “Keyword Search” is highlighted. 




Select Page     All      Sort by
Titles
7 results found 
Keyword Anywhere(hydroelectric) 

U.S. national debate topic 2008-2009 : alternative energy / edited by Paul McCaffrey. 
2008
TJ808 .U82 2008
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Building the world : an encyclopedia of the great engineering projects in history / [compiled by] Frank P. Davidson
and Kathleen Lusk Brooke.
2006
T56 .I44 2006
multiple items available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Walking stones / Mollie Hunter. 
Hunter, Mollie, 1922-
1996
PZ7.H9176 Wal 1996
available, Children's (2nd floor)

Alternative fuels and the environment / edited by Frances S. Sterrett.
1995
TD195.E49 A44 1995
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Hydro power in Sweden / written in co-operation by engineers from the Swedish Power Association 
1981
TK1489 .H93 1981
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Keyword search for hydroelectric
Print Export E‐mail Add to list Relevance       | |

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are seven items that include the word hydroelectric



Select Page     All      Sort by
Titles
7 results found 
Keyword Anywhere(hydroelectric) 

U.S. national debate topic 2008-2009 : alternative energy / edited by Paul McCaffrey. 
2008
TJ808 .U82 2008
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Building the world : an encyclopedia of the great engineering projects in history / [compiled by] Frank P. Davidson
and Kathleen Lusk Brooke.
2006
T56 .I44 2006
multiple items available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Walking stones / Mollie Hunter. 
Hunter, Mollie, 1922-
1996
PZ7.H9176 Wal 1996
available, Children's (2nd floor)

Alternative fuels and the environment / edited by Frances S. Sterrett.
1995
TD195.E49 A44 1995
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Hydro power in Sweden / written in co-operation by engineers from the Swedish Power Association 
1981
TK1489 .H93 1981
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Keyword search for hydroelectric
Print Export E‐mail Add to list Relevance       | |

Click on 1st item 

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The keyword which is associated with items in the results should appear in the details of the record. You can jump to the details of an item by clicking on the underlined title.   



Keyword in item detail 
← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the detail of the item is viewed, we see the yellow highlight which indicates that the content includes a chapter called “Hydroelectric power.” 



Voyager Online Catalog

• Voyager Online Catalog Keyword Search

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Besides the keyword search which you see on this screen, a subject search can be done. 




Begin a new search

Click on Search to begin 

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Click on the Search Button to begin a new search.   



Subject search  

Lincoln Abraham

Select Subject Tab

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Choose the Subject tab. For a search about President Abraham Lincoln, enter the last name, Lincoln followed by the first name, Abraham. 



Subjects

55 results found 

Subject(Lincoln, Abraham) 

Abraham Lincoln Battalion (0) 

See: Spain. Ejército Popular de la República. Brigada Internacional, XV. 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade (0) 

See: Spain. Ejército Popular de la República. Brigada Internacional, XV. 

Lincoln, A. (Abraham), 1809-1865 (0) 

See: Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865. 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865. (75) 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865--Anecdotes. (2) 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865--Anniversaries, etc. (2) 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865--Assassination. (7) 

Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865--Assassination--Drama. (1) 

Subject search 
• Abraham Lincoln Subject Headings

Click to display

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will click on the Heading which has 75 items. 



Abraham Lincoln. 
Sandburg, Carl, 1878‐1967.
1940
E457 .S214
multiple items available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Abraham Lincoln : a biography / by Benjamin P. Thomas. 
Thomas, Benjamin Platt, 1902‐1956.
1952
E457 .T427 1952
not available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Abraham Lincoln, an authentic story of his life / by Paul M. Angle. 
Angle, Paul M. (Paul McClelland), 1900‐1975.
1926
E457 .A57
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Abraham Lincoln [electronic resource] / by James Russell Lowell. 
Lowell, James Russell, 1819‐1891.
199u
No call number
no item information, Electronic books (online)

Abraham Lincoln : from his own words and contemporary accounts / edited by Roy Edgar Appleman. 1961
E160 .U629 no.2 1961
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Abraham Lincoln title list

Click item’s title to display

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Among the list of titles about Abraham Lincoln, we choose to look at the fifth one in more detail by clicking  on the title. 

http://library.rvc.cc.il.us/vwebv/holdingsInfo?searchId=23&recCount=10&recPointer=4&bibId=39341&searchType=7


Abraham Lincoln : from his own words and contemporary accounts /

Bibliographic Record Display
Title: 
Abraham Lincoln : from his own words and contemporary accounts / edited by Roy Edgar Appleman.

Publisher: 
Washington : United States Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service, 1961, 1942.

Format: 
Book
Subjects: 
Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865. 

Held at: 
LOCAL 

Holdings Information
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Location:                  General Stacks (2nd floor)

Call Number: E160 .U629 no.2 1961 
Number of Items: 1
Status: Not Charged

Title view
← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the title record,  detailed information about the item can be viewed. Notice that the title record includes subject, location, call number and status. General stacks are located on the 2nd floor. Call numbers follow A to Z order. Status tells you whether you can find the item in the library.  



Advanced keyword search
• Suppose you are looking for books about  
bacteria which have developed immunity to 
antibiotic drugs. You might start with the 
phrase “drug resistant” or “drug resistance.” 

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s search for items on a specific topic. Suppose you are looking for books about  bacteria which have developed immunity to antibiotic drugs. You might start with the phrase “drug resistant” or “drug resistance.” 



Advanced keyword search

“drug resistan?”

Quotation marks =  “  ”
Question mark =    ?

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quotation marks around the phrase and a question mark after the term are used.  



Search results 
15 results found 
Keyword Anywhere("drug resistan?") 

Antibiotic‐resistant bacteria / Patrick G. Guilfoile ; founding editor, I. Edward Alcamo ; foreword by David 
Heymann. 
Guilfoile, Patrick.
2007
QR177 .G85 2007
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)
Breakout : the evolving threat of drug-resistant disease / Marc Lappé. 
Lappé, Marc.
1995
RB152 .L37 1995
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)
Coming plague : newly emerging diseases in a world out of balance / Laurie Garrett. 
Garrett, Laurie.
1995
RA651 .G37 1995
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)
Rising plague : the global threat from deadly bacteria and our dwindling arsenal to fight them / Brad Spellberg. 
Spellberg, Brad.
2009
QR177 .S64 2009
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)
Killers within : the deadly rise of drug-resistant bacteria / Michael Shnayerson, Mark J. Plotkin. 
Shnayerson, Michael.
2002
QR177 .S43 2002
available, General Stacks (2nd floor)

Click on 1st item 

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the items in this list display the keyword. The keyword for the first item is not in the title.  By clicking we’ll look at more detail about the item.  



Title view 
← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The keyword of “Drug Resistance” is part of subject terminology for this book. The keyword leads us to the first of seven items on the subject of “Drug resistance in microorganisms.”   



Title view
Titles, Subjects, and Next

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To move from the Title view to a Title list, Subjects list or to view the next item, click on any of the buttons displayed above the item description. 



Subjects list
← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By clicking on the Subjects button, a list of subjects is displayed. As you refine your search you may want to view other items from the list. 



Subjects list

Click on the Subject 

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clicking on the Subject of “Drug resistance in microorganisms—Popular works” displays information about another item called The Killers Within: the Deadly Rise of Drug-Resistant Bacteria.   



Title View
The killers within : the deadly rise of drug‐resistant bacteria /

Title:              The killers within : the deadly rise of drug‐resistant bacteria / Michael Shnayerson, Mark J. Plotkin.

Author:          Shnayerson, Michael.

Publisher:      Boston : Little, Brown and Co., c2002.

ISBN:               0316713317

Description:   1st ed.

Format:           Book
Contents:     Silent war 

It's a bug's world 
Early warning 
Genetic detective 
Nightmare come true 
Two not‐quite‐magic bullets 
Deadly threat in livestock 
Revolution in Europe 
Breakout 
Old man's friend 
Flesheaters
More bad news 
Hope in frogs and dragons 
Bacteria busters 
Peering into the abyss. 

Subjects:          Drug resistance in microorganisms‐‐Popular works.

Held at:             LOCAL

Holdings Information
Location:           General Stacks (2nd floor)

Call Number:    QR177 .S43 2002 
Status:                Not Charged

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information in the Title view also includes a content description and the call number to use in finding the item in the library. 

http://library.rvc.cc.il.us/vwebv/search?searchArg=Shnayerson, Michael.&searchCode=NAME&searchType=4
http://library.rvc.cc.il.us/vwebv/search?searchArg=Drug resistance in microorganisms Popular works.&searchCode=SUBJ&searchType=3


Review

• Finding items in the library with the Voyager 
catalog should be easier now that you have seen 
how keyword and subject searches are done. 

• Practice what you’ve learned by opening the 
Library Catalog from the Library homepage: 
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/library

← Voice Track Notes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Practice using Voyager by opening the Library Catalog from the link on the left side of the Library’s homepage.   

http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/library
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