
          

 

 

 

In order to prepare for the 8
th
 grade trip to the East Coast, you 

must choose one of the following historical fiction novels to 

read. While you are reading the book, please complete the 

assignment listed below.  You will also be tested on the novel 

during the first week of class. 

 

Novels to choose from: (please choose one which you have not 

previously read!) 

 

Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes 

My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Collier and 

Christopher Collier 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

The Fighting Ground by Avi 

The Secret of Sarah Revere by Ann Rinaldi 

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Forge by Laurie Halse Anderson (sequel to Chains) 

 

Part One:  Reading Log 

For each book, keep a reading log.  The reading log can be 

handwritten or typed, and it should follow the example format on 

the back of this paper.   Each entry should include the 

following: 

1. Key characters in the section (some names will be 
repeated from section to section) 

2. Setting:  where the section takes place, could be 
multiple locations 

3. One paragraph summary (6-8 sentences) of the main 
events in the section 

4. One memorable quote from each section with the page 
number.  Include a one-sentence explanation as to why 

you think it is a memorable/important quote. 

 

The books should be broken up in the following manner:  

Johnny Tremain and My Brother Sam is Dead:  one reading log entry 

per chapter 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond and The Secret of Sarah Revere:  one 

reading log entry for every 2 chapters 

Chains and Forge:  one reading log for every 4 chapters 

The Fighting Ground:  one reading log entry for every 6 time 

intervals (the novel is written in time increments, not chapters) 

 

Part Two:  In-class assessment 

During the first full week of school, you will be tested on the 

novel.  You will be allowed to use both your book and completed 

reading log on the test.  On the day of the assessment, you will 

turn in the reading log for a grade. 

 

Incoming Eighth Grade  

Summer Reading 

Assignment 
 



Summer Reading Log 

 

Title:______________________________ 

Chapter/Section:___________________ 

 

 

Key characters:_________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Setting:_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Summary:_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Key quote & page. #:  ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Explanation of quote:____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 



 

 

June 2014 

Dear Incoming Seventh and Eighth Grade Parents and Students, 

As we all anticipate the fun of summer, it is also important for our students to keep their math skills sharpened.  

The Summer Math requirements this year consist of ten sets of twenty review problems to be completed over 

the course of the summer.  These problem sets are linked to the websites of each of the Middle School math 

teachers.  If you would like a printed copy of the problem sets please let the Middle School office know by 

Friday, June 6th.  The students will receive an answer sheet packet the last week of school. There is also an 

answer sheet attachment linked to the websites if you need additional copies.  The students only need to return 

the answer sheets in September. 

We recommend that the work be spread throughout the summer months so that the students maintain the 

skills which they have learned.  It may be useful to look at your summer schedule, take into consideration 

vacation trips, and map out a program that allows you to complete one or two problem sets a week.  This will be 

the most effective way to review before school resumes in September. 

This packet of ten problem sets, combined with a quiz in September (based on the packet), will count for 50 

points in the 1st trimester.  It is important that all work be shown on the answer sheet, in order to receive full 

credit for the packet.  We cannot see the work that is “done in your head.”  Because we believe that it is 

important to practice correctly, we have included answers to the assigned problems (another reason that you 

should show your work to justify your answers).  These answers are also linked to the websites.  When you have 

finished working on a weekly problem set, BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.  If you have done a problem 

incorrectly, go back and redo it, showing your corrected work. 

Some things to remember: 

 Show all your work. 

 Put your name on each lesson, with the lesson number. 

 Staple the lessons, in order, before you turn them in. 

 Always simplify answers, if possible. 

 Label all measurements. 

 Circle answers. 

 Show all your work.  

We wish you an enjoyable summer and look forward to the start of a great year in September. 

Sincerely, 

The Middle School Math Department 

 


































































