
AKA News 

INSIDE: KITE CLUBS, A TRIVIA TEST 

FLYING INDOOR KITES, & more ..... 



Member Merchants 

The following merchants have agreed to allow a 10% discount to AKA members. 

High As A Kite 
3 .. Princess Street 
Sausalito, CA 9 .. 965 

('115) 332-89 .... 

Kite &: Gift, Inc. 
333 Jefferson Street 
San Francisco, CA 9 .. 133 

("15) 885-5785 

Hyperkites 
1821 Fifth Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92101 

(619) 231-"977 

Kite Dreams 
751 W. Washington Blvd. 
los Angeles, CA 900 1+ 

(213) 61+-8911 

Kite Makers of San Francisco 
Pier 39, Space A-13 
San Francisco, CA 9 .. 133 

("15) 641-1226 

Fighting Kite Co. 
3116 Arloue Avenue 
long Beach, CA 90808 

(213) 596-9360 

Seapon Kite Shop 
867 W. Harbor Drive 
San Diego, CA 9210 I 

(619) 232-2268 

The Ultimate High 
.. 19 Shoreline Village Drive 
long Beach, CA 90802 

(213) 436-3180 

Colors of the Wind 
2900 Main Street 
Santa MoniCa", CA 90405 

(213) 399-80 .... 

Pacific Heights 
2101 Bryant Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
(415) 387-3306 

The Crossing 
P.O. Box 248 
Duncan Mills, CA 95 .. 30 

(707) 865-2829 

Windborne Kites 
585 Cannery Row 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(408) 373-7422 

Victoria Kite Store 
102-560 Johnson s'treet 
Victoria, British Columbia 
Canada 7BW 3C6 

(60") 381-5377 

Touch the Sky, Inc. 
836 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada, M4W 2Hl 
(416) 96 .. -0434 

Touch the Sky-Harbourside 
207 Queens Quay West 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M5J lA7 
(416) 362-5983 
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The Kite Store Outermost Kites 
1 .. 15 larimer Square Nonh Market Building 
Denver, CO 80202 Faneuil Hall Market Place 
(303) 623-2353 Boston, MA 02109 

The Kite Site Outermost Kites 
3101 M Street, N.w. 570 Main SI. 
Washington, DC 20007 Hyannis, MA 02601 
(202) 965-'1230 (617) 775-7263 

The Kite Shop Outermost Kites 
.. 9 Rehoboth Avenue 393 Thames SI. 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 Newpon, RI 028 .. 0 
(302) 227-1616 ("01) 8"9-6203 

Cloud 9 Kites Hobbies, Games &: Software 
1122 East Atlantic Avenue Westboro Shopping Center 
Delray Beach, FL 33 ...... Westboro, MA 01581 
(306) 272-522" (617) 366-2030 

Toys Ahoy Whippoorwill Crafts 
28 Periwinkle Place 126 South Market BUilding 
Sanibel Island, FL 33957 Faneuil Hall Market Place 
(813) "72-"800 Boston, MA 02109 

Harper's Bizarre Kites Aweigh 
99 E. Palmetto Park Road 6 Fleet Street 
Boca Raton, FL 33 .. 32 Annapolis, MD 21 .. 01 
(305) 392-9297 (301) 268-6065 

Harper's Bizarre The Kite Loft 
328 Nonh Federal Highway 5 N 2nd Street 
Boca Raton, FL 33432 .ocean City, MD 218'12 

Harper's Bizarre (301) 289-7855 

Seafair Mall The Kite Loft 
101-1+ Nonh Beach Road Harborplace 
Dania, FL 33004 Ught Street Pavilion 
(305) 272-5224 Baltimore, MD 21201 

River City Kites (30 1) 528-0888 

Village Market Windy's Kite Shop 
3637-67 Philips Highway 37 \1 Cottage Street 
1-95 and Emerson Street Bar Harbor, ME 0 .. 609 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 (207) 288-5337 
(904) 396-0266 

Where the Wind Blows 
Key West Kite Company 500 Pleasure Creek Drive 
.. 09 Greene Street Blaine, MI 55 .. 34 
Key West, FL 33040 (612) 786-7607 
(305) 296-2535 

Unique Place/World of Kites 
High Performance Kites 525 S. Washington at Sixth 
1019 University Avenue Royal Oak, Ml 48067 
Honolulu, HI 96826 (313) 398-5900 
(808) 942-8799 

Soar-n-Dipity 
Kite Fantasy 1102 Flushing Road 
2863 Kalakaua Avenue Flint, Ml 48504 
Honoluli, HI 96815 (313) 234-8320 
(808) 732-KITE 

Kite Kraft 
Stanton Hobby Shop, Inc. 245 S. Main 
4734 Nonh Milwaukee Avenue Frankenmuth, MI 4863 .. 
Chicago, IL 60630 (517) 781-3029 
(312) 283-6 .... 9 

Toys Ahoy 
Video Hotline,lnc. 2'19 Culver Street 
858 Green Bay Road Saugatuck, MI 49453 
Winnetka, IL 60093 (616) 857-2621 
(312) .... 1-8070 

Sky Line Kite Shop 

The Kite Loft Tower 200 

Riverwalk, Space .90 DetrOit, MI 48243 

1 Poydras (313) 249-4504 

New Orlean�, LA 
Mackinaw Kite Company (504) 529-3247 
Chinook Pier 

Outermost Kites Grand Haven, MI .. 9417 

P.O. Box 1032 (616) 846-7501 

2'10 Commercial SI. Mackinaw Kite Company 
Provincetown, MA 02657 105 Huron Street 
(617) 487-3766 Mackinaw City, MI 49701 

(616) 436-8051 

Kitty Hawk Kites Klassy Kites 
Rt. 1, Box 226 King of Prussia Plaza 
Kill Devil Hills, NC 279 .. 8 King of Prussia, PA 19+06 
(919) .... 1-.. 629 (215) 337-2199 

Something in the Air The Rainbow Store 
353 Ocean Boulevard 952 Hamilton Mall 
Hampton Beach, NH 038 .. 2 Allentown, PA 18101 

Gone With the Wind (215) 770-1080 

Old Cobblestone Village The Rainbow Store 
Vernon, NJ OH62 Market Place 
(201) 827-875" Bethlehem, PA 18018 

Gone With the Wind (215) 865-2572 

Americana Reson The Meadow Mouse Shop 
McAfee, NJ 07'128 520 N. Pennsylvania Avenue 
(201) 827-3555 Morrisville, PA 19067 

Colors of the Wind (215) 736-8253 

3 .. 5 W. Manhattan Airborne Kites 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 Bannister's Wharf 
(505) 982-8235 Newpon, RI 028 .. 0 

Go Fly A Kite, Inc. ( .. 0 I) 8"9-5688 

153 East 53rd Street Klig's Kites 
New York, NY 10022 Mynle Beach Pavilion 
(212) 308-1666 Mynle Beach, SC 29577 

Outta Sight Kites (803) 626-9250 

12-77 Country Village Klig's Kites 
Kingston, NY 12 .. 01 Nonh Kings Highway 
(91") 331-9085 Mynle Beach, SC 29577 

Go Fly A Kite (803) .... 9-2856 

1201 leXington Avenue 
Houston Camera Exchange New York, NY 10028 
580IA Bissonnet 

(212) 247-.... 40 Bellaire, TX 77'101 

The Kite Kompany (713) 557-9267 

33 West Orange 
Krazy Kites Chagrin Falls, OH .... 022 Virginia Beach Fishing Pier 

(216) 247-"223 Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

Once Upon A Time (80") .. 22-5483 

153 The Arcade Great Winds Kite Shop 
40 I Euclid Avenue 

402 Occidental Avenue, So. 
Cleveland, OH .... 11+ Seattle, WA 98104 
�216) 696-TOYS 

(206) 624-6886 

Flights of Fancy Suspended Elevations 

22 S. High Street 2116 N. Pacific 
Dublin, OH 43017 Seattle, WA 98103 

(61+) 764-8697 (206) 633-4780 

Wind Play Fish Creek Kite Company 

232 SW. Ankeny Street 3853 Highway 42 

Ponland, OR 97204 P.O. Box 331 

(503) 223-1760 Fish Creek, WI 54212 
(41+) 868-3769 

Kites &: Other Delights 
28667 Spencer Creek Road Four Winds Kite Company 
Eugene, OR 97'105 N70 W63 .. 0 Bridge Road 
(503) 484-0104 Cedarburg, WI 53012 

("14) 375-1226 
Catch the Wind Kites 

Pages Booktraders 266 S.E. Highway 101 
801 South Irwin Avenue Lincoln City, OR 97367 
Green Bay, WI 5 .. 301 (503) 994-9500 
(414) 437-9566 

Kites &: Other Delights Drachen &: Drachensachen 
Fifth Street Market Kite Store 
Eugene, OR 97401 Eisenacher Strasse 81 
(503) 3 .... -KITE 1000 Berlin 62 Germany 

The Kite Shop 030178 .. 77 69 - 795 '17 00 

P.O. Box 517 

Rockaway, OR 97136 

(503) 355-8088 



1987 Officers and Executive Committee 

President 
Robert Price 
3839 Dustin Road 
Burtonsville. MD 20866 
(301) 421-9620 

First Vice President 
W.D. (Red) Braswell 
10000 Lomond Drive 
Manassas. VA 22110 
(703) 361-2671 

Second Vice President 
Bill Goodwin 
4500 Renn Street 
Rockville. MD 20853 
(301) 460-7299 

Third Vice President 
Wood Ellis 
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9 Vine Street 
Melrose, MA 02176 
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REGION 2: New York State 
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REGION 4: Mid-Atlantic 
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Pete lanuzzi 
1908 Old Frederick Road 
Baltimore, MD 21228 

(301) 744-4754 

REGION 5: South 
AL, FL, GA, LA, MS,NC,SC. T N  
Charlie Henderson 
3044 Anthony Drive 
Decatur, GA 30033 

(404) 292-0649 

REGION 6: Northeast Central 
I , KY, MI, OH 
Fred Bell 
315 S. Kellner 
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(614) 231-1559 
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AI Hargus. III 
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Chicago, IL 60641 

(312) 545-9572 
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Margo Brown 
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John F. Uack) Van Gilder 
1925 Walnut, S.W 
Seattle, WA 98116 

(206) 938-0550 

Miller S. Makey, Sr. 
2557 Clark Drive 
Grove City, OH 43123 

(614) 871-0727 

Sponsor Members 
Red Braswell, Wood Ellis 
George Moran, Hod Taylor 

REGION 8: Mountain 
AZ, CO, 10, MT, ND. NE, 
NM, NY, SD, UT, WY 
Brian Volkman 
The Kite Store 
1415 Larimer Square 
Denver, CO 80202 

(303) 477-9549 

REGION 9: Southwest 
AR, KS, MO, OK, TX 
Michael G. Freeman 
PO. Box 12039 

Wichita, KS 67277 

(316) 721-3848 

REGION 10: Pacific NW 

AK, HI, OR, WA, BC 
Doug Hagaman 
4413 123rd Avenue, S.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98006 

(206) 746-7378 
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Monterey County and North 
Bob McCort 
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REGION 12: S. California 
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President's Comer 

Dear fellow members and kitefliers of the AKA: 

The beginning of a new year is a time to direct 
our thoughts and actions towards the future. In 
our case (yours and mine) it is to study the 
possibilities of what the AKA can become within 
the constraints of energy and money available from 
whatever proper source. For several years the AKA 
has balanced its books by using the proceeds of 
the amual auction to finance the AKA publication 
and the management of the M<A. Very little has 
been available for achieving the objectives of the 
AKA. 

Whether we like it or not, we are functioning as a 
volunteer organization which means that we should 
not alwa y s  ex pect polished , professional 
performance from our administration; everything 
probably wont get done the way we would all like 
it to be done. However, I and many others will do 
our best to serve with heart and sweat (if 
necessary) to keep AKA a liv ing, growing 
organization. Your new executive committee has 
prepared a slightly "unbalanced" budget, which 
will be published in the next issue. Dues are not 
enough to operate AKA without assistance from the 
auction, unless radical changes are made in the 
way we operate and publish. 

The budget is a plan for how we expect or hope to 

obtain and sperrl AKA funds. It is expected that 
membership will increase during the next year. 
This will not help the cash flow problem in that 
new memberships are just about neutral in net 
value to the AKA. Hhere they do help is in 
reducing the per copy cost of the publication. 
The printing costs for larger runs are less per 
copy while the cost of editing and preparation may 
be kept nearly constant. 
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Though the revenue from the auction at the armual 
convention has shown a steady growth over the 
years, it is not a firm or predictable source of 
funds. If Rick and Eileen both decided to have 
children in CX::tober, where \oX)uld we be? 

We have considerably less cash on hand as we start 
1987 than we had at the beginning of 1986. Even 
with a steady or increasing flow of dues money and 
advertising revenue, I believe it prudent, if not 
essential, for the publication to be reduced in 

number of pages and perhaps have color eliminated, 
at least for a time. The rnmber of lines of type 
per inch will be increased slightly and the amount 
of white space on pages reduced. These changes 
will have little effect on legibility y et get 
another page or two of material in each set of 
eight pages. The AKA has had at least seven 
mailing addresses. (be of the features of having 
a management firm was believed to be the fixing of 
the mailing address. Three of the seven addresses 
have been under two management firms. A 
forwarding service can be hired for $600 per year 
plus postage. The address would be as permanent 
as we need or could expect. 

The 1987 convention site has been selected and a 
hotel contract signed. The Chicago site for 1988 
has been accepted. Ib we have candidates from the 
far west for 1989? lbw about the southeast in 
1990? 

Religious holidays are being scrupulously studied 
in planning future conventions. It is believed 
tha t adequate field space and ti me are being 
allotted f or dual line kite events in 1987 and 
1988. With enough time, the wind has a good 
chance of blowing. However, w ith the present 
state of weather forecasting, it does not seem to 

be possible to assure wiOO anywhere when it is 
desired . 

There are a rnmber of rough spots in the operation 
of AKA. One is the sale and distribution of T­
shirts. Arrangemen ts have been made for these 
functions. Orders on haOO will be processed as 

soon as the· sys tern is working,. which should be 
before you read this. 

The AKA is supposed to be guided by a board which 
is composed of Regional Directors (RDs) and 
Direc tors-a t-Large. Day-to-day q>erations are 
performed by the Executi� Committee which meets 
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as frequently as necessary, usually monthly. 
'!here are a mmber of other standing am special 
committees whose members are volunteers. ROs 
reside in their home region; this makes meetings 
of the Board of Directors difficult. Usually all 
members of the Executive Ci>mmittee live within 
commuting distance of one another. 

The function of the lID;; is to keep tabs <Xl what is 
going on in their region and transmit the will of 
their constituency to the Executive Committee. 
Personal gripes and such may always be directed to 

the pre s ident or appro priate co mmittee 
chairperson, but they may also be charmeled via 
the RD. � Regional Director should help in the 
formation of new kite clubs, the organiz ation of 
kite events, and such other good works as the 
ki ting communi t¥ may undertake. If your RD is not 
helping you, raise Cain. This is a democratic 
organization and if you arer(t satisfied with the 
way things are or aren't being done, gripe, and 
voltmteer to set them str aight. 

There are lots of other things for /IKA to do this 
year am N{A committees can be as busy as can be, 
if they will. 

Please write if you have any problems with the way 
PKA is functioning. And don't be afraid to write 
again if you doI(t get satisfaction. Your letter 
may have fallen into the ''OUr' basket ins tead of 
the ''IN' ooe. I went promise it, hlt I rope the 
publication goes out � time this year! 

If you need any IOOre information on the status of 
AKA, please read the AKKs President's Letter, 
Volume 1, N.unber 1, January 1979. Very little has 
changed. But m has thrived for nine years and 
it will continue to do so if we all pull together 
in the best interest of kiting in all its aspects. 

Have a good year of kite flying! 

Bob Price 
1987 President 
American Kitefliers Association 

A T T E N  T I O N 

KITE CLUB 
MEMBERS! 

LIMITED 
OFFER 
EXPIRES 
5-15-87 

HAWAIIAN 16 CUSTOM 
OR 

RAINBOW KITE COMPANY 

STARKITE 
YOUR CHOICE $119.95!! 

(FROM STOCK. CUSTOM ORDERS EXTRA) 

CAL. RESIDENTS ADD 6% TAX 

SHIPPING AND HANDLING $5.00 IN USA 

SEND: CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, 
MASTER CARD OR AMERICAN EXPRESS. 

WINDBORNE KITES 
585 CANNERY ROW #105. MONTEREY, CA. 

TELEPHONE 408-373-7422 
WRITE FOR OUR RETAIL KITEALOG'" 

&'�----�_r----��A 
• « 

WE NEED YOUR 
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Welca D. (Red) Braswell 

1st Vice-President 

Wood Ellis 
3rd Vice-President 

Jewell Price 
Corresponding Secretary 

Robert Price, President 

Margo Brown 
Director-at-Large 

Keep Up With Kiting 

�lllr 
• , 

Bill Goodwin 
2nd Vice-President 

Wendy Norwi tz 

Recording Secretary 

Bill Bigge, Treasurer 
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ObselVations 

By Margo BIOWIl 

What would we do w ithout kite clubs to help 
nourish our kite fantasies? TIe following columns 
will be an attempt to acquaint fliers with some 
clubs across the United States. If we do not get 
to a club in your area this time, please be 
patient. The next planned articles will get to 
you. This time we are highllghtiIg three clubs. 

Let's start in the northeastern corner of the 
United States with the Newport 
Kite  Gro up (NKG ). Those 
"yankee" folks are the ones 
who ho sted the '86 AKA 
National Convention am intro­
duced a large mmber of us to 
a New FDgl..an1 clambake! Led 
by Thm Casselman (Q:mvention 
Chairman) and Tony Bisbano 
(NKG Presi dent ), the New 
Fngl.and group certainly ex:tenda:l to AKA that warm 
hospitality that kitefliers seem to be noted for. 

These people made it marvelous for those of us who 
vis i ted Newport. 

The following are members of the Newport Kite 
Group who gave generously of their time to enrich 
our Newport experience. 

Anthony Bisbano, Jr. 
Elizabeth J .  Carroll 
Tan Casselman 
Gary Ebgva11 
Jan Wheeler 
Duncan <lx>poorian 
Jo1m Kinch 
Julie Bisbano 
ClIristopher Silvia 
Paul Zimnerman 

Julia Bisbano 
Michael J. Carroll 
Izabe1la Casselman 
Margaret Ehgvall 
Robert Walker 
Bob Hatfield 
Richard lsnire 
George Picote 
Thor Slibick:y 

The following are employees of Oltermost Kites who 
hel.pa:l make Newport '86 such a tremendous success. 

Tan Wineman 
Jennifer Reed 
Ruppert Thouren 

Don �Casland 
Bill Reed 
Peter Berzofsky 

A beartfe1.t '1IIAltr 1m to evea:ywe! 

Currently the NKG is preparing for their 
"Fro stbi te Fly" on J anuary 1, 1987. F or 
information 00. the Newport Kite Group, contact: 

Tony Bisbano, President, 196 Homestead Lane, 
Portsmouth, RI 02871. 

Chming down the eastern 
seaboard we  find the 
Maryland Kite Society 
(MKS), one of our oldest 
clubs. The MKS w as 
founded in 1969 by 
Valerie Govig. THE MKS 
is known for its dedica­
tion to public service 
and for their fantastic 
kite retreats. 

The MKS is also hosting the 1987 AKA National 
Convention. Members are already worki� hard on 
convention details. For those of you who like 
early news, the convention hotel is about five 
m inutes (yes, I sa i d  "5") fro m Dull es 
International Airport and the practice flying 
fields are adjacent to the hotel! 

TIe MKS Winter Kite Retreat is a highlight of the 
winter season on the east coast. This year, the 
scheduled dates are Jammy 30-31 and February 1. 
It will be held at Great O!:k Landing located near 
Chestertown 00. the shores of the <hesapeake Bay 
and if last yeaI""s retreat is indicati ve of 
anything, this yeaI""s promises to be equally 
rewarding. For further information, tum tD the 
AKA Kite caJ.endar in the b1ck of this mgazine. 

The current President of the M&S is Pete Ianuzzi. 
For further information about the MKS, contact him 
at 1900 Old Frederick Road, Qltonsville, MD 21 228, 
or call (301)74 4-4754. (HINr: For tImse of jOU wbo 
wish to call Pete, the best time to readl him is 
after 11 pill [ltaI:ylmD time] and befom 2 am. Pete 
will exp1.afD). 

Let's head up to that Windy City, Chicago. The 
Sky Liners are that fantastic group whose enezgy 
laJows no bounds. What a lively crew! I clruckle 
all the way through Skylines, their newsletter. 
The Sky Liners are the AKKs hosts for the 1988 
convention and I hear, via Madam Booga Booga (Pat 
Daly), that all sorts of surprises are in store 
plus the fact that our famous costumed green frog 
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(AI Hargus) has other 
ki te ideas and games 
being polished fot the 
event. What?? A flexi 
foil stunting the flier?! 
INTERESTED in the Sky 
Liners Group? Contact: 
<l!arlie Sotich, 3851 West 
62nd Place, Chi cago , 
Illinois 60624 or call 
(312)735-1353. 

The following winter-time indoor kite information 
is courtesy of Charlie am the Slw Liners. 

Space is nmning out and we are here in the Windy 
City - on our way to the west coast and the 
Washington Kitefliers (WKA) via the Central <hio 
Ki tefliers (<XI<A). Catch the next column which 
will highlight these groups along with the Greater 
1Rlaware Valley Kite Society am a whole 'kovey" 
of new kite clubs now being organized. If you 
read this am yoo have a new club in your area, 

let us know. We want the information you have to 
share. 

• • 

&'�----�_�----��A 

FLYING SMALL KITES INDOORS __________________ by Charlie Sotich 

Path of kite 

Line length about the same 
as the pole length 

Path of pole tip 

Flying pole 
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A simple and perhaps less strenuous method 
of flying kites indoors is to attach the fly-
ing line to a pole. A � inch diameter, three 
foot dmvel is good to start IVith, especially if 
the kite is small, such as, ten inches or less. 
A longer pole lvorks better for bigger kites. 
The flying line should be about the same length 
as the pole. The simplest method of moving the 
pole is so it's tip moves in a horizontal circle. 
If you have space to Ivalk, you might be able to 
get added flying speed to keep your kite up by 
slmvly IVaving the pole from side to side as you 
IValk. 

If you have a ld te that is small and light e­
nough, you should be able to sit dOlm in a com­
fortable chair and by properly moving the pole, 
keep the kite flying. The proper path is just 
an elongated, horizontal figure eight. The 
trick here seems to be in moving the pole tip 
dolVn as you approach the end of the stroke. 
This speeds up the kite and helps it overfly 
the pole tip. When the pole starts back, the 
kite is already behind it. 

Practice makes perfect! 
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Long Live Kites! 

AtRJR:nG - VDRR OF A 1987 }KA. MI!MBmSIDP 

In this issue we anJDmce our first winner of an 
iKA membership in 1987 - Wayne lbsking! Wayne, 
who has authored three kite texts, Kites - Aussie 
Style, Kites to Color the Wind, and Wi! "Bear" 

Wright's Beginner Kite Book, has been most 

generous in sending kite plans and suggestions to 
our jourcal. 

Kl'lE FAR!! 
Oluple's mbby takes off, 
leads to flyiDg art fODlS 

Reprinted, courtesy of 
'!HE lK>US'lrn POST 

September 19, 1986 
By Mark Halma 

Wayne Hosking comes across as a hard-working, 
studious sort, his sharp Aus tralian accent adding 
a touch more dignity to that image. He's hardly 
the kind of person one would expec t to spend a 
gocxl portion of his life taking flights of fancy. 

He does, though. So does his wife Jan, whose 
flights are actually even fancier than his. He's 
even helped form a club in Houston so entire 
groups of people can drift off . 

Hosking is a kite man - a maker, a flyer and a 
fancier of an ancient hobby which in recent years 
has recruited an increasing number of followers 
hooksi on the power of motorless flight ••• 

Hosking has been into the hobby for more than a 
decade, trying his hand at making kites for an 

Australian fair back in the early '(fs. ''We went 
out, got all the books and set to work," said the 
man who, since moving to Houston, has written 
three books on kite-making and flying. '"I.'he first 
10 diMt fly. The first one was more of a ship's 
anchor than a kite, but it became a challenge. " 

'DnJs, like arrJ great pioneer, lbsking clmcked all 
tre books and started out on his own. Within a 
few years he had los t one job but was teaching 
kitemaking almost full time and had sold some 
45,000 kites from his own store. The more people 
he could tell to go fly a kite, the better he 
felt. 

In Houston, kites aren't quite back to hobby 
status. While he's back in the geophysics 
business, he and his wife have their own kite 
manufacturing and retailing rusiness. She creates 
her flying works of art and he spends a lot of 
time giving workshops and flying the colorful, 
multi-shaped wonders high into the clouds and 
occasionally deep into trees . 

"Five years ago only a few cities bad stores 
specializing in anything but kites and related 
parts. 'lbday, the st:m:es are commcn and lave even 
laid claim to their own listing in most Yellow 
Pages." 

An:l in the meantime, Hos� has helped form the 
Texas El.yers, a 'loose knit" club of en.tlrusiasts 
who regularly let their tails drag and, with the 
right wind, get totally unstrung. 

They are not alone. 

All across the country the ranks of kite 
entlwsiasts are growing in leaps and boums. Five 
years ago , onl y a fe w cit ies had stores 
specializing in nothing but kites and related 
parts. Today, the stores are common and have even 
laid claim to their own listing in most Yellow 
Pages . 

The appeal comes not just in getting a diamond­
shaped kite into the sky and keeping it there, 
although there's appeal enough in that for some. 
The kite hobbyist som finds there are seemingly 
endless styles, colors and shapes to create and 
fly. The materials vary from the tried-and-true 
newspaper to exotic silks or, in Ibskings case, 
colorful plastic bag kites. 

For more information on the Texas El.yers, the kite 
club, call Lyman Hall at (713)621-6901 
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AKA Kite Calendar 

Have � marked these dates? 

January 25, 1987. Kite Training Class and 2nd 
Amlual. Goodie aod Oxide Qntest, 12 noon to 4 pm 
at lbrner Park Fieldrouse, 2741 W. Montrose Ave., 
Chicago. Class will include basics and kite 
building for children. QUESTIONS? Qmtact 
Charlie Sotich at (312)735-1353 

late J'anuaEy, 1987. DIy tD be determined. Kite 
Festival, San Felipe, Baja Pemfnsul.a, Mexico. 
QJFSTIOOS? O:mtact Cbrey Jensen, Windborne Kites, 
585 Qmnety Row, Suite 105, Monterey, california, 
93940. 

Jamm:y »-31 thIOugb. February 1, 1987. MaEyland 
Kite SocietY's Winter Retteat. Great Oak. landing 
near Chestertown on the shores of the Olesapeake 
Bay. Reservations inclu de two nights'" 
accommodations and six meals (dirmer on Friday 
night, breakfast, ltmch, dirmer on Saturday, and 
breakfast & lmch on Sunday). Reservations and a 
one-day deposit must be made by January 16, 1987. 
Rates are $65 per night per person (double 
occupancy), $83 per night per person (single 
occupancy), and a $10 donation for registration! 
materials (at door). Reserve by mall to: Great 
Oak Landing, P.a. Box 527, Olestertown, MD 21620. 
Reserve by phone to: (301)778-2100. QUESTIONS? 
Call Timothy L Thompson at (301)276-4509. 

February 8, 1987. <IKA Club Fly. O:mtact: lBvid 
Holbrook, 457 Pittsfield Drive, Worthington, Cllio 
43085 or call him at (814)846-9957. 

February 14, 1987. Hearts aod Flowem Kite Fly 
at 12 noon, Cricket Hill, Chicago. QUESTIONS? 
Cbntact Charlie Sbtich at (312)735-1353. 

February 15, 1987. Vinter Kite Kamival at 
UniveISity of Mass., Amherst (near stadium), 1:30 
pm to 3: 30 pm. By Northam pton Kite Flyers 
Association. QJFSI'lONS? Call Dorothea Szabo at 
(413)477-8574. 

February 22, 1987. Wind Sock aod Spinner Class 
from 12 noon to 4 pm, at Homer Park Fie1drouse, 
2741 W. Montrose Avenue, Chicago. QUESTIONS? 
O:mtact Al Hal'gus at (312)545-9572 • .  

10 January 1987 

MaI:ch 6,7 & 8, 1987. Fort VoI:den Retteat Veekend. 
Washington state. Over 70 people are expectei to 
join in the fun! By Washing ton Kite Fliers 
Association. QUFSTICNS? can Jack. Van Gilder at 
(206)938-0550 or Doug Hagaman at (206)746-7378. 

March 14, 1987. Sky Liners 5th Birthday Party 
Kite ny Cricket Hill, Montrose and the Lake. 
QUESTIONS? O:mtact Cl1arlie Sotich at (312)735-
1353. 

MaI:ch 21-25, 1987. Kite Fair "87, 9wmgbaf. This 
seems to be a trade fair, whel:e main subjects will 
be kite making, arts, and flying demonstrations. 
Registration deadline is January 15, 1987. 
QJFSTIONS? Call Jon Burkhardt at (301)424-6976. 

MaI:ch 22, 1987. Sty Liners Sty Cb:cus Vodmbop, 
Horner Park Field House, Chicago. 12 noon to 4 
pm. Help tre Sky LineIS make items and giveaways 
for Sky Circus. QUESTIONS? Contact Charlie 
Sotich at (312) 735-1353. 

March 28, 1987. Saithsonian National. Air and 
Space MuseuD(s Kite Festival on the Wasbfngtm 
Monument grouods, Washington, n.c. Founded by 
Paul and Irene Garber. A very popular annual 
event... QJFSI'lOOS? O:mtact Margo or Bevan Brown 
at (703)893-3886. 

April, 1987. Secood Anoual 1!eon Blfm Kite DIy. 
Day to be determined. Fun fly, kite display and 
workshop. Fancyburg Park, tpper Arlington, Cllio. 
QUESTIONS? can rave or Pam Holbrook at (614)846-
9957 or write them at 457 Pittsf ield Drive, 
Worthington, Ohio 43085. 

April, 1987. Festival of Kites. Lou Berliner 
Park, 122) Deckebach Street, Columbus, Ohio. Day 
to be determined. Fln fly, kite display and other 
activities. By Columbus Recreation & Parks Dept. 
Bring a picnic lmch. qJFSl'IONS? Call lBve or 
Pam Holbrook at (614)846-9957. 

April, 1987. (hlllwbus Metro Pal:ks Kite WOlksbop 
and Fly. Sharon Woods Metro Park, 6911 Cleveland 
Avenue, Columbus, Chio. !By to be determined. 
QUESTIONS? can rave or Pam Holbrook at (614)846-
9957. 
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It woot be long mtil once again we meet at the 
annual Smiths on i an Kite Festival, held on the 
Washington rbntnnent Grounds. 

� 
g .. 

Introducing - our innovative rew AKA President 
for 1987 - Bob Price on his fannus "hobby horse!" 

lltoto: courtesy l'm"go BI:'clI!8 

i 
r 

]))r(t miss this years Smithsonian festival! See 
the AKA Kite Calendar for details (page 10). 

Perhaps weTI get another glimpse of Ted Maneldn, 

in his usual musual pose, attempting to capture 
the poetry of ki tes in motion. 
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JKA Kite OOendar (cmtfD1ed fran page 10) 

April 11, 1987. Ki tes Over the Pike, at Bose 
Field, FIamingmm, Mass. By the Middlesex News. 
QJFSITOOS? can Hank Manseau at (617)875-0998. 

April 17, 1987. Great Delaware Kite Festival, 
Cape Henlopen State Park, Lewes, DE, USA. 
QUESTIONS? Contact: Barbara Jerrell, The Kite 
S:OOp, 49 Rehoboth Ave., Rehoboth Beach, IE 19971, 
or telephone (302)227-1616. 

Kay 2, 1987. &ty Circus "87 at Avery Field, 
Chicago. Single line comprehensive contests. For 
festival information, cOntact Jim Miller at 
(312)642-8692. For accommodations, contact Nancy 
Gellman at (312)283-5114. Festival rain date is 
Sunday, May 3. 

Hay 9, 1987. Boston Kite Festival., Franklin Park, 
Boston, Mass. QUESTIOOS? Call the Boston Parks 
and Recreation Department at (617)725-4006. 

May 17, 1987. WRSI Kite Fly Competition at 
Veteran Field, Greenfield, Mass. By WRSI Radio. 
QUESTIONS? can Dorothea Szabo at (413)�141. 

Kay 31, 1987. Piccolo Spoleto "Great Kite 
Flying, n 2:00 pm, Brittlebank. Park, Charleston, 
s.c. This event is for mmebuilt kites only, with 
cash awards given in six categories. For further 
information, contact Constance M. Baldwin at 
(803)724-7305 or write Office of Olltural. Affairs, 
133 Clnu:ch Street, <lla.rles ton , S. C. 29401. 

&Jmmer, 1987. Intematiooal ID:Joor Kite Efficieocy 
<llal.l.enge; cash and other awards, details to be 
determined. Contact Bill Bigge, 13020 Well lbuse 
Court, Germantown, MD, 20874 or telephone 
(301)972-1051. 

.JuDe, 1987. aKA Kit:e-1tl.c and Night ny. ]By to 
be determined. QUESTIONS? Call Dave or Pam 
Holbrook at (614)846-9957. 

June 6, 1987. Taka Kiehi (Go Kite Crazy) at 
Greenhill Park, Worcester, Mass., 12 noon to 4 pm. 
By Worcester Science Center. QUESTIONS? Call 
Ellen Williams at (617)791-9211. 

12 January 1987 

.JuDe 13, 1987. 'Ibe 5th Atmual. SUmmer Games Kite 
Flying Contest, Myrtle Feach, s.c. To be held on 
the ocean front of the SaRis Ocean Club. Single 
line and dual line competition. QUESTIONS? 
Contact Richard Kligman, of Kligs Kites, at 
(803)449-2856. 

June 13, 1987. '''l'he Great Sky Train"; Anderson, 
Indiana. A brand new organization, '!he Hoosier 
Kitefliers Association, wants to put up IIDre than 
5,581 kites. For further information, call JBve 
or Kathy Nichols at (317)474-5751. 

July 4-5, 1987. "North Olast stunt Kite Games; 
M au mee Bay State Park, Tol edo , Ohio . 
Interregional. stunt kite competitions. QUESTIOOS? 
Contact Fred Bell at (614)231-1559 or AI. Hargus at 
(312)545-9572. 

July 5, 1987. Wind & Water Kite Festival at 
Gallops Island, Boston Harbor, 10 am to 4 pm. By 
the Dept. of Ehvironmental Management. QUESTIOOS? 
call (617)740-1605. 

July 18 t:brou&b July 25, 1987. Black 9d.ps Kite 
Festival at Brenton Point State Park, Ne wport, 
R.L By the Newport Kite Group. QUESTIONS? can 
TOD¥ Bisbano at (401)683-1742 or Tom Casselman at 
(401 )683-4880. 

August 15, 1987. PmvincetDvn Kite ny at Race 
Point, Province town. By Outerm o st K ites .  
QJFSITONS? Call (617)487-3766. 

August 23, 1987. Sky LfDeI:s .Just for Fun Stunt 
Kite OJmpetitfms, Ned Brown Woods, Schamburg, Ill. 
QUESTIONS? Contact Jim Miller at (312)642-8692. 

September 5-6, 1987. United States Air Force 
Museum Festival at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, IByton, Chio. Display, worksmps, lectures, 
competition and open flying. A MAJ(Ii NATIONAL 
EVENT! QUESTIONS? Call Dave or Pam Holbrook at 
(614)846-9957. 

<ktDber, 1987. aKA Qdli Party & RIght ny. 
Day and details to be determined. QUESTIONS? 
can IBve or Pam Holbrook at (614)846-9957. 

Ch1nmrus !By Weekend, 1987. ODe Sky-Qne World 

Kite ny at Bose Field, Framingham, Mass.  and 
several other New Eogl.an:l locations. QUESTIOOS? 
can Hank Manseau at (617)875-0998. 



JKA Kite OIlendar (cmtinued fmn page 12) 

lblember 14, 1987. 4th Amrual 9ty Line1:s Mickey 
House BirtIxJay Kite F.l.y, Cricket Hill Montrose and 
the Lake. QUESTIONS? Contact The W izard (Al 
Hargus) at (312)545-9572. 

July, 1988. F.lI:st World (bofet:eoee to Celebmte 
tbe l00th Amiversmy of Kite Aerial POOtogmphy; 
Labruguiere, PRANCE. A �y event attended 
by persons from all parts of the world to 
celebrate the birthplace  of kite aerial  
photograph¥ am to honor Arthur Batut, prolific 
research worker and inventor whose main merit lied 
in his abili ty to imagine and realize a kite 
bearing a photographic camera equipped with a 
delay mechanism with which, in 1888, he obtained 
superb aerial views of Labruguiere. This 
centeDaIy celebratioo. will include: 

1) inauguration of an avenue bearing the mme of 
the inventor, 
2) issue, in 1988, of a postal sta mp commemo­
rating Arthur Batut am his inventicn, 
3) publication of a bilingual booklet (French­
English) on the subject of a erial photography, 
etc. ,  
4) an exhibition o f  classical kites from the 
whole world, and 
5) the creation in Labruguiere, of the Arthur 
Batut Museum. 

For further information, contact: Societe d'Etudes 
et Recherches, Archeologiques et Historiques de 
Labruguiere, Siege social: 9, Rue J. Simon. 81290 
Labruguiere FRANCE. 

The u.s. Army Headquarters Laboratory Commam is 
sending out a call for an unpowered, prototype 
design using a Parafoil or Rogallo wing aircraft 
having lift over drag of 6+ for a 30 second flight 
am a soft landing, delivering a 500 11>. payload. 
The payload would be a rectangular shape that can 
be streamlined with fabric. Specifications for 
the Parafoil design are A-87-326 and for the 
Roga1l.o wing, A-87-327. For further informatioo, 
call 800-36 8-5211 and ask for Program 
SUbstantiaticn 87.L The cutoff date is January 
9, 1987. 

By Al Hargus 

Some people kmw a lot about a few things. Others 
know a little about everything. I guess I fi t 
into the second category. 

Here are ten questions I believe will stump all 
but the most avid kite "triviest." (All answers 
can be determined either from your memory tanks or 
in previous M.A newsletters and other sources!) 
There are no trick. questions; only to get all 10 
answered correctly! Answer all ten correctly and 
your name will be put in a special kirefliers' 
prize drawing along with any other correctly 
answered entries. Send your answers by January 
30, 1987 to: The ''Wizard'' c/o. A1 Hargus, 4705 W. 
Byron, Olicago, illinois 60641. The winner and 
answers will be listed in the next AKA newsletter! 

NOTE: Your contest entry is only valid if 
accompanied by your answered M.A questionnaire (on 
inside front dust cover)! We need your input! 

1) Who set a mcord on Aprll. 15, 19841 What did 
they do1 
2) When was the first IKA news color cover? 
3) Who flew a 2l<Hdte tram at the Detroit JKA 
national convention in 1982? 
4) How many stamps were on Dave DeBolt's 1983 
postage staup kite? 
5) Who held tbe mcord for loogest kite tail in 
1982? IbI 1q was it? 
6) llbat was the nf.cknaIK! of Rick HeIrs J:eCODI 
l4O-wing Bypedd.te tram in 1984? 
7) What issue of the IKA uewsl.etter 1aI a DUde 00 

the covert 
8) In Lee ToYs famous 1982 cross country 
motoreycl.e tour, wbeI:e was Lee on December 18, 
1982? 
9) Who held the mcord for the most sbmt kitEs 
in a tram in 1982? 
10) Who won the "'!est Rokkaku Kite" cootEst at tbe 
Snitflsonlan Kite Fly in 1985? 

&'���----'_r----��. 
• • 
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Readers Write 

By Bevan Brown 

We are compiling an initial list of AKA-certified 
dual. -line judges and are developing procedures to 
systematically train and certify new judges. 
Would dual line fliers please send me a list of 
people that you nominate to form this initial core 
group. We need the following information for each 
candidate judge: 
1) name, I:ddress, phone m.unber, 
2) event qualifications (one or more): 

a) individual. dual. line 
b) ballet (to music) individual and team 
c) team 
d) team precision 

3) level of qualification (one or IOOre): 
a) major event organizer 
b) senior judge 
c) judge 
d) field manager 

4) short SlUIIIIBrY of experience 

I especially encourage groups to recommend a set 
of candidate judges for your�. They will 
become your resource for holding AKA regional 
events. I will compile a list of names this 
spring. This list will be sent to all kite clubs 
and be available to members. 

I would also like to hear your ideas on how to 
define certification categories, levels of 
qualification, and procedures for certification of 
new judges. Please send the above to: Bevan 
Brown, 6636 Kirkley AvemJe, Mclean, VA 22101. 

The Spin Sock. (TM) design described in the 
November issue of KITI:N; is patented and the name 
Spin Sock is registered at the patent office as a 
trademark. 

John Waters developed the design and commercial 
use can only be cl<ma with permission of Catch the 
Wind Kites, of Uncoln City, Oregon. The plans 
printed in the No vember i ssue are for 
private/individual use only. 

TIE Spin Sock ('1M) pictured in the November issue 
was a high point in the AKA convention auction. 
It brought the auction record price of $1, 125. 

14 January 1987 

By Ihllip castillo 

TIE kite is an extension of my soul; achieving the 
grace and oneness with IT is my goal. 

The kite is connected to my being by the tethers I 
control. 

Ch! The essence and tmison sets my heart reeling 
and makes me believing that what rm doing is for 
an aesthetic feeling. Essence and unison is what 
we live for. 

And once achieved we require more and from that 
our hearts and kites will soar. 

• . 
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don't grow up ... 
Windsocks and kites from Go Fly A Kite! 
A bit of fun. A bit of joy. A bit of -imagination. 
All in spirited designs and dazzling colors. 

Call us today and receive your tree, 48 page, 
full color! 987 catalog: Go Fly A Kite, the 
cbmparlY that has given you quality products 
and service for over 23 years. 

go fly a kite ! 


