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1. Key Vocabulary

Preguntas

,Coébmo es ...?

¢, Cémo es Madrid?

¢, Como es tu hermana?

¢, Cémo es tu casa?

¢,Cual es tu sitio favorito en Madrid?

¢, Cuales son las diferencias entre Oxford y
Madrid?

¢, Coémo es Nueva York?

¢, Cémo es tu coche?

¢, Doénde esta la marcha?

Lenguaje descriptivo
Es ruidosa

Hay...

Hay muchos coches
Ruido (m.)

Trafico (m.)

Atasco (m.)

Museos (m.)

La marcha (f.)

Ir de marcha

No hay playa

Es muy grande

Es muy bonito

Hay muchos parques en Madrid

Pausas naturales
Pues
Bueno

Depende

Questions

What's ... like?

What's Madrid like?
What's your sister like?

What's your house like?

What’s your favourite place in Madrid?

What are the differences between Oxford and

Madrid?

What's New York like?
What’s your car like?

Where can | find the nightlife?

Descriptive language
It is noisy

There is/are...

There are a lot of cars
Noise

Traffic

Traffic jam

Museums

Night life

To go out

There is no beach

It is very big

It is very pretty

There are lots of parks in Madrid

Natural pauses
Well

Well

It depends
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Comparativos

Madrid es mas grande que Oxford

Mas + adj + que

Oxford tiene menos habitantes que Madrid
Menos + adj + que

Madrid es mucho mas grande que Oxford
Oxford es menos ruidoso que Madrid
Oxford es mucho menos ruidoso que Madrid

Oxford es bastante menos ruidoso que Madrid

jQué pena!
Vaya
Vaya, que pena

Vaya, no tengo las llaves

Comparatives

Madrid is bigger than Oxford

More + adj + than

Oxford has got less inhabitants than Madrid
Less + adj + than

Madrid is a lot bigger than Oxford

Oxford is less noisy than Madrid

Oxford is a lot less noisy than Madrid

Oxford is quite a lot less noisy than Madrid

What a pity!

Oh dear

What a pity

Oh no, | haven'’t got my keys
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2. The Transcript of the conversation

PART 1

Ben—Marina y yo vivimos en Madrid, la capital de Espafa. Marina, s,como es Madrid?
Marina—Es una ciudad bastante grande. Tiene aproximadamente 4,5 millones de habitantes.
Ben-Y yo creo que cada habitante tiene un coche.

Marina—jNo!

Ben—Puf. Hay mucho trafico en Madrid.

Marina—Si hay mucho trafico pero no todos los habitantes tienen un coche.

Ben-Pero por la mafiana hay muchos atascos.

Marina—Si, y mucho ruido también.

Ben-Si Madrid es una ciudad muy ruidosa. Mhm. ;Y vienen muchos turistas a Madrid?
Marina—Si principalmente vienen a ver los museos de Madrid.

Ben—-Mhm.

Marina—El mas importante de todos es el museo de El Prado.

Ben-;Y qué mas hacen los turistas en Madrid?

Marina—Pues van a los restaurantes y los bares, y les gusta comer tapas.

Ben-Yo creo que en Madrid hay miles de bares, y la gente sale mucho por la noche. Hay mucha
marcha.

Marina-Si. La gente queda por la noche para tomar una copa con sus amigos.

Ben-Y hasta las 4 de la mafana o las 5.

Marina-Los fines de semana si.

Ben-;Y los lunes?

Marina—No.

Ben-;Y cudl es tu sitio favorito en Madrid?

Marina—EI| Parque de El Retiro. Es un parque en el centro de la cuidad, y es muy bonito.
Ben—Pues mi sitio favorito es la Plaza Mayor. Una plaza que tiene 400 afios.
Marina-Si.

Ben-Y muy bonita la plaza.

Marina-Y con mucho ambiente.

Ben-Si, mucho ruido, como toda la ciudad.
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Ben—Marina es madrilefia, viene de Madrid. Yo originalmente soy de Oxford, en Inglaterra. Marina,
¢ cuales son las diferencias entre Oxford y Madrid?

Marina—Pues, Madrid es bastante mas grande que Oxford.

Ben-Mhm. Madrid es mucho mas grande que Oxford. Porqué Oxford tiene 200.000 habitantes, y
Oxford tiene muchos menos coches también.

Marina-Si, pero tiene muchas mas bicicletas.

Ben—-En Madrid nadie usa la bicicleta porqué es muy peligroso, porqué hay mucho trafico. Pero en
Oxford todo el mundo tiene bicicleta, creo.

Marina—También en Oxford hay muchos estudiantes.

Ben—Claro, porque Oxford es muy famoso por su Universidad. ;Y hay mucha marcha en Oxford?
Marina—Eh.. creo que hay mas marcha en Madrid.

Ben—Pero yo creo que Oxford es mas bonito que Madrid, porqué es muy verde.

Marina—Es mucho mas verde, si.

Ben-; Por qué?

Marina—Porque llueve mucho mas en Inglaterra que en Espafa.

Ben-Siempre esta lloviendo en Inglaterra. Aqui hace mucho calor pero no todo el afio, porqué en
Madrid ¢ cémo es el tiempo en invierno?

Marina—En invierno hace bastante frio.

Ben-Si, en verano mucho calor, en Madrid. En verano hace mas calor en Madrid que en Oxford.
Marina—Mucho mas.

Ben-Si.

Marina—; Y tu cual prefieres Oxford o Madrid?

Ben—-Madrid, ahora vivo en Madrid y me encanta Madrid. ;Y ta?

Marina-Yo... Madrid.

Ben—Claro porqué eres madrilefia.
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3. Translation of the conversation

PART 1

Ben—Marina and | live in Madrid, the capital of Spain. Marina, What is Madrid like?
Marina-It's quite a big city. It has around 4.5 million inhabitants.

Ben—And | think every one of them has a car!

Marina—No!

Ben-Huh. There’s a lot of traffic in Madrid.

Marina-Yes, there is a lot of traffic, but not every inhabitant has a car.

Ben—But in the morning there are lots of traffic jams.

Marina-Yes, and a lot of noise as well.

Ben-Yes, Madrid is a very noisy city. Mmmm. And do lots of tourists come to Madrid?
Marina-Yes, they mainly come to see the museums in Madrid.

Ben—-Mmmm.

Marina—The most important of all is El Prado.

Ben-And what else do the tourists do in Madrid?

Marina—-Well, they go to restaurants and bars, and they like eating tapas.

Ben-I think that in Madrid there are thousands of bars, and people go out a lot at night. There is a
lot of nightlife.

Marina-Yes, people meet at night to have a drink with their friends.

Ben-And until 4 or 5 in the morning.

Marina—At the weekends, yes.

Ben—And on Mondays?

Marina—No.

Ben-And what is your favourite place in Madrid?

Marina—The Retiro park. It's a park in the centre of the city, and it's very beautiful.
Ben-Well, my favourite place is the Plaza Mayor. It's a four hundred year old square.
Marina-Yes.

Ben—And it's a very beautiful square.

Marina-With a lot of atmosphere.

Ben-Yes, a lot of noise, like the rest of the city!
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Ben—Marina is a madrilefia, she comes from Madrid. I'm originally from Oxford, in England. Marina,
what are the differences between Oxford and Madrid?

Marina-Well, Madrid is quite a lot bigger than Oxford.

Ben-Mmmm. Madrid is a lot bigger than Oxford. Because Oxford has 200,000 inhabitants, and
Oxford has a lot less cars as well.

Marina-Yes, but it has a lot more bicycles.

Ben-In Madrid nobody uses bicycles because it is very dangerous, because there is a lot of traffic.
But in Oxford everyone has a bicycle, | think.

Marina—There are also a lot of students in Oxford.

Ben-Of course, because Oxford is very famous for it's university. And is there a lot of nightlife in
Oxford?

Marina—Ummm... | think there is more nightlife in Madrid.

Ben-But | think that Oxford is more beautiful than Madrid, because it’s greener.

Marina—It’s a lot greener, yes.

Ben-Why?

Marina—-Because it rains a lot more in England than in Spain.

Ben-lIt's always raining in England. It's very hot here but not all year round, because in Madrid,
what's the weather like in the winter?

Marina—In winter it's quite cold.

Ben-Yes, in summer it's very hot in Madrid. In summer it's hotter in Madrid than in Oxford.
Marina—-A lot hotter.

Ben-Yes.

Marina—And which do you prefer, Oxford or Madrid?

Ben-Madrid, I live in Madrid now and | love Madrid, and you?

Marina—Me... Madrid.

Ben—of course, because you are a madrilena.
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4. Vocab Building

Can you add to this list?

Ciudades Cities
Parque (m.) Park
Ruidoso Noisy
Coches (m.) Cars
Bicicletas (f.) Bikes
Calor (m.) Hot

Frio (m.) Cold
Estudiantes Students
Universidad (f.) University
Habitantes (m.) Inhabitants
Trafico (m.) Traffic
Atasco (m.) Traffic Jam
Turistas Tourist
Marcha (f.) Nightlife
Plaza (f.) Square
Museo (m.) Museum
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5. Cool Spanish!

What do you do when someone is really annoying / bugging you and you want a quick, cool way of

getting rid of them in Spanish? You say:
iNo me toques las narices! - Stop bugging me!
The literal translation is Don’t touch my noses, a bit strange we have to admit! Still, this phrase

should be pretty useful next time your little sister / husband / mother-in-law is driving you up the

wall!



