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Oral Health in America:  
A Report of the Surgeon General (2000) 



IOM Reports (2011) 



IPEC Competencies (2011) 



IPEC Competencies (2011) 



Healthy People 2020 

The Healthy People 2020 Leading Health Topics are: 
 
 Access to Health Services 
 Clinical Preventive Services 
 Environmental Quality  
 Injury and Violence 
 Maternal, Infant, and Child Health 
 Mental Health 
 Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity 
 Oral Health 
 Reproductive and Sexual Health 
 Social Determinants 
 Substance Abuse 
 Tobacco 



Interprofessional Oral Health Care Model 
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Oral Health In America 

 Oral health is more than 
healthy teeth. 

 The mouth is a “mirror” of 
general health and disease. 

 Oral diseases are associated 
with other health problems. 

 Prevention of common oral 
diseases. 

 Lifestyle behaviors affect 
general health and oral health. 

 Profound oral health disparities 
within the US. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2000). Oral Health in America: A Report of the Surgeon General. Rockville, 

MD: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research, National Institutes 

of Health. 



Oral Health Facts 

•  130 million US adults and children lack dental coverage 

 

•  70% of adults aged > 65 lack dental coverage 

 

• ECC is the most common chronic disease of childhood in 5-to-17 year olds 

 

• ECC is 5x more common than asthma 

 

• Application of fluoride varnish can reduce caries by 25-45% 

 

• 5 million school hours per year lost b/c of oral health related illness (pain, 
infection) 

 



Oral-Systemic Connection 

 Diabetes and periodontal 
disease 

 Cardiovascular disease and 
inflammation and infections 

 Maternal oral health and its 
relation to early childhood 
caries (ECC) 

 Respiratory disease and loss 
of dental enamel 



Oral Health Disparities 

 

 Children & adolescents 

 Low income 

 Older adults 

 Special health care needs 

 Pregnant women 

 Racial / ethnic minorities 



NYUCN Oral Health Nursing Education Practice 
(OHNEP)Program 



www.ohnep.org 



Oral Health Matters! 



IP Education & Collaborative Practice 

 Faculty and Preceptor Development 
 
 Curriculum Integration 
 
     Oral-Systemic Health Knowledge Base for Primary Care Providers 
 
     Interprofessional Oral-Systemic Health Core Competencies for Primary 
     Care Providers 
 
            Health History 
            Physical Health Exam (HEENOT) 
            Oral-Systemic Risk Assessment 
            Action Plan (preventive interventions, management within scope of  
            practice) 
            Collaboration 
            Referral 
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• Standardized patient cases 

• Virtual cases 

• Evidence-based oral health 

  section on care plans 

• Collaborative cases 

• IP clinical rotations 

Interprofessional Oral Health  
Teaching-Learning Strategies 



Clinical Education & Practice 



Nursing Faculty Practice 

•To expand access to primary 
healthcare services/ improve 
the quality of life 
 

•To become primary care 
providers for patients without 
access to health care or in 
need of regular health care.  
 

•To test an innovative 
collaborative oral-systemic 
primary care delivery model 

The NFP Mission 



Collaborative Nursing/Dental Clinical Experience 

• Competencies for dental students:  conduct a comprehensive assessment of dental 
patient general health needs; identify need for referral (primary care, nutrition counseling, 
social work, etc.) 
 

• Competencies for nursing students:  conduct an oral health history; recognize normal 
and pathological variations of oral structures; demonstrate head and neck and oral exams 
 

• Collaborative Competencies : identify specific oral-systemic associations derived from 
assessment data that impact the diagnosis and comprehensive and inter professional 
treatment planning and evaluation of patient outcomes  
 

•Who participates: NP faculty, DDS faculty and DDS, DH and NP students 



Dental/Nursing Chair-side Consultation Project 

• Competencies for DDS:  DDS students conduct comprehensive 
oral-systemic patient assessment, referrals for systemic health risk(s) 
and problems 
 

• Objective for Nursing:  increase access to primary care and 
referrals to NFP 
 

•  Who participates: Nursing and dental faculty and DDS students.   



Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Oral Health 
Curriculum 

 

 
•Objective for DDS: Teach DDS and PG-Pediatric dental residents 
effective behavioral management of pediatric patients 
 
• Objective for Nursing:  Teach PNP students to conduct an oral 
health history and perform oral examination on preschool children 
(Head Start) 
 
• Who participates: PNP students, DDS, PG-Pediatric dental 
residents, NYUCD and NYUCN faculty 



Pediatric Nurse Practitioners Demonstrate Oral 
Examination During Outreach 



Smoking Cessation Program 

New York University 

Nursing Faculty Practice 

Smoking Cessation program 

212-998-9420 

 

New York State Smoker’s 

Guidelines 

1-866-NY-QUIT 

•Competency:  
Implement an inter 
professional population-
focused health care initiative 
by nursing and dental students   
 
• Who participates: NYUCN 
and NYUCD faculty and 
nursing, dental hygiene and 
dental students 



Collaborative Oral Systemic Case Conference: 

D2 Contributes with... 

D4 Continues... 
Nursing discusses 

patient systemic 

health management  

Hygiene Contributes... 

D4 Concludes with...  

D3 asks a... 

D4 starts D1 steps in 



Service Learning Programs 

• Inter professional Objectives :  
Expand access to oral and primary healthcare to children; conduct health 

promotion public health initiatives; practice as an  
inter professional team 
 Who participates:  

DDS, PG- Dental and Dental Hygiene students; BS, NP-Nursing students 
 NYUCN / NYUCD faculty 

 
 



HRSA - Elder Care Program 

• Primary Care House Calls 

• Primary Care at Senior 
Center and NFP 

• Health Fairs/Screenings 

 Diabetes 
 Oral Health  
 Hypertension 
 Podiatry 
 Nutrition  
 Entitlements  



Diabetes Care Lifestyle Center (DCLC) 



www.smilesforlifeoralhealth.org 

http://www.smilesforlifeoralhealth.org/
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New York University College of Nursing 



The Change to HEENOT 

• Concept: 

– “You can NOT omit oral health from the HEENT 

exam” 

• Challenge students to think about oral health as: 

• Part of systemic health 

– When would you do an oral health exam? 

– What chronic diseases may have clues in the 

oral cavity or oral health implications 

• Health care maintenance opportunity 
 

 

 

 

 



D4 Honors Course 



Research 



Diabetes-Periodontal Disease 

Strauss S.M., Tuthill J., Singh J., 
Rindskopf D., Maggiore J.A., Schoor 
R., Brodsky A., Einhorn A., Hochstein 
A., Russel S., Rosedale M. (2012).  
A Novel, Intraoral Diabetes 
Screening Approach in 
Periodontal Patients. Journal of 
Periodontology   
 
 
Strauss S.M., Russell S., Wheeler A., 
Norman R., Borrell L.N., Rindskopf 
D. (2009).  The Dental Office Visit 
as a Potential Opportunity for 
Diabetes Screening: An Analysis 
Using NHANES 2003-2004 Data. 
Journal of Public Health Dentistry 



Oral HIV Testing 

VanDevanter, N., Combellick, J., 
Hutchinson, M.K., Phelan, J.A., 
Malamud, D., and Shelley, D. 
(2012). A qualitative study of 
patients’ attitudes toward HIV 
testing in the dental setting. 
Nursing Research and Practice 
 
Hutchinson, M.K., VanDevanter, 
N., Phelan, J., Malamud, D., 
Vernillo, A., Combellick, J., Shelley, 
D. (2012). Feasibility of 
implementing rapid oral fluid 
HIV testing in an urban 
university dental clinic: A 
qualitative study. BMC Oral 
Health 



Pediatric Oral Health 

Interdisciplinary Strategies 
to Reduce the Risk of Early 
Childhood Caries: 
Implementation of a 
Postnatal Educational 
Program and Follow-Up to 
Establish a Dental Home in 
the First Year of Life, funded 
by Samuel D. Harris Foundation. 

Jill Fernandez, MPH, RDH 

Clinical Associate Professor NYUCD 

Donna Hallas, PhD, PNP-BC, FAANP 

Clinical Professor NYUCN 

Lily Lim, DDS 

Clinical Associate Professor NYUCD 



Capstone Project 

Integrating Preventive Dental Care  

in a Pediatric Oncology Center 
 

Erin Hartnett, DNP, APRN-BC, CPNP 

Program Director, Oral Health Nursing Education and Practice (OHNEP) 

Program Director, Teaching Oral-Systemic Health (TOSH) 

 



Dental/Nursing  Summer Research Experience 

• Objectives:  
Introduce students to research; Promote appreciation of research 

evidence to inform clinical practice; Inspire students to seek careers as 
researchers  

• Who participates:  
BS MS DNP, PhD Nursing students, Dental and Hygiene  

NYUCN and NYUCD faculty 



Members of the Inter Professional Education  
Teams at NYUCN / NYUCD 

• Nursing,  
• Dentistry  

• Dental Hygiene  
• Medicine  

• Psychology  
• Social Work 

•Nutrition 



? 



IP Oral Health Collaboration –  
It Takes a Village 



Responding to the Challenge 

• Create an interprofessional 
advisory council 

 

• Provide faculty development 
workshops 

 

• Establish formal communication 
mechanisms 

 

• Involve external communities of 
interest 

 

• Develop champions 

 

• Measure outcomes 



How can they work together,  
if they don’t learn together? 



Knowledge, Trust, Respect, Collaboration 



Questions… 


