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(Dedbrickton Arts Lab is missingfrom the Earth Corporation’s real estate)
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(Are We Not Men? Liz Weller’s post-punk emocore group pictured (left to right: David, Chris, Liz, lan, Neshe)

(photo courtesy: Liz Weller)

Horace “Sam” Weller, his Scottish wife Morag Galbraith Weller, sonlanand
two daughters, Irene (“Liz”) and Marion, grew up as East Midlanders. Mum
worked in shoe factories and a footware testing firm in Corby. Dad at the
town’s steelworks, moving to Burton-Upon-Trent, then Milton Keynes.

In one story Liz was a student at South East Polytechnic near character Mike
Weller’s location for film. Both cousins attended Dedbrickton Arts Lab in 1969.
Croydon, its suburbs and inner urban pockets Weller had fictionalized as
“Dedbrickton”; and its rural outlands “Addingcombe”.

David Bowie was first characterized by Weller as fictional “John Dagger” in
1983’s The Comical Story of The Arbiter. In this secondary world of the late 70s
and early 80s lan and Liz Weller form ‘Are We Not Men?’ inspired by US band
Devo with David, Chris and Liz’s best friend Neshe.

In 1980 (Social Reality Earthtime), answering north Londoner Pete Carney’s
Melody Maker ad for a band he was thinking of forming, Liz returned South
again, this time with bass guitar and D-1-Y made Are We Not Men? lapel badge.

Signed by Phonogram as “Way of the West” (referencing Pere Ubu’s The
Modern Dance track ‘Humour Me’) the band’s ‘Don’t Say That’s Just For White
Boys’ was produced by Club Futura founder, Richard Strange.



DON'T SAY THAT'S JUST FOR WHITE

(Smash Hits May 14-27 1981 greyscalescan)

7-inch version got radio play and the 12-inch version was a big club hit. When it
came to television, Liz wasn’t enthusiastic complying to the request for “sexy”
bass guitar, so a band appearance and plug on Top of the Pops didn’t happen.

Jim couldn’t fix Liz’s decision not to play the fame game.
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Way of the West 1982:Pete Karney “it’s the sgund not the spelling of my name”, Andy Saunders, Liz Weller
and David Bonnefoy (screengrab rip from Pete Carney’s blog)

Liz sounded guitar in the spirit of England’s bass poet Jet Harris and David
Thomas’s Pere Ubu. No frills. No fuss. No almost famous Cliff Richard.



Comic-book writer Alan Moore, also from Northants, is moderately famous.
Growing upin the county town’s impoverished Boroughs’ St. Andrews Road—
Mr Moore began writing for Northampton Arts Lab as a youth.

A 1980s inspiration to Eriu’s Sean Mac Roibin and hundreds of other comic-
book fan boys—Technical sergeant no. ‘howdifficultl’ at the John Robbins
Limited Original Comic Art Bedroom Gallery Addingcombe, produced a
YouTube film celebrating Mr Moore’s and Mr Mac Roibin’s 2000 AD years .

(Np’ton map with yellow highlights showing Castleand Headlands council wards)

Liz Weller did early tours with Way of the West—the band and its music
enjoying success in Europe with clubbing and airwave hits—US North Coast.

Liz decided to retire from US and European tours, returning to international
fashion firms she and old pal Neshe had worked for before joining bands.

1984: Way of the West as boy band touringIsrael—gigging Tel Aviv.

(screengrabrip from Pete Carney’s blog)

Liz’s brother lan began his own fashion business based in Milton Keynes and
elder sister Marion Allen-Minney (née Weller) trained as nurse and healthcare
worker in Northamptonshire, before dedicating herself to local politics: elected
as Liberal Democrat Headlands ward councillor 2003-2010 before retiring.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKLMug9KfwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKLMug9KfwE
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A name known round the world!

INNOVATION, GLOBALIZATION, COLLABORATION
Neller name has stood for

ng solutions. Weller is the global
leader in manual soldering technology and offers a
complete, user-criented customer and distribution
service, with their own sites in over 30 countries,
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(above: 3 Google image screengrabrips)



Mike Weller's schoolclag S

Mum and dad christened me Michael (after the Archangel) with second
name, John. I was nicknamed Micky by my lrish grandmother.

[ remembered being named 'Michael' correctly in the early years of
primary school. Fornaming of boys was dropped in later years for
surname, 'Weller'. Probably in preparation for harsher reqimes of
secondary school and work, or national service, which was still de
rigueur for young men in the 1950s.

In the first year of boys' secondary school, an English teacher made a
connection between my surname and Charles Dickens' character 'Sam
Weller' from The Pickwick Papers. Dad had been nicknamed 'Sam' through
work, the forces, and among friends and relatives who called at the
house, so I was accustomed to this nickname of endearment. But not to
how it would shape my identity in school years. After the teacher's
authorative identification, I was nicknamed 'Sam' by teachers and boys
alike. Unable to live outside the shadow of my father's own cheerful
Catford Sam Weller, and unable to write my way out of being a character
in a classic literary masterpiece: I experienced the disquieting
sensation of being written in life by an omniscient author of mysterious
origin. Taking palpable form in 'reports about...', 'files on...' at
school. I imagined human agents working for the omniscient author:
stitching me up as a character in somebody else's fiction. Common names.
Literary colonizations for empire builders. Was I part of an unlimited
resource? Worse, was I to be sacrificed in name to the sinister author
of my fate? An 'it' pronouncing death upon the impoverished? Death
before birth for the luckless? Death before life?

My nickname 'Sam' was transformed to 'Sammy' by the school's small
clandestine group of adolescent queers. Heterosexual teachers and boys
became nervous of this association. 'Sam' was dropped but not replaced
with a new moniker. This invisibilizing effect was as palpable as the
files written on me; but in reverse. Homework assignments were mislaid
or overlooked by teachers. It wasn't that I hadn't completed them.
Examination scripts accidentally left un-marked. Needless to say I
failed my ordinmary level exams. I had no formal documents to collect at
prize-giving. The queers were sympathetic. Both 'Sam' and 'Sammy' died
the death the day I left secondary school. I didn't grieve. But I'd been
Teft without. Identity. Qualifications. A blanked-out boy. An invisible

adolescent.

Scanned page 3, Space Opera no. 3, ‘The Battle for Heaven Part1’ (September 1997).

Fictional Mike Weller writes first person accountof his early years using a borrowed electronic typewriter. At
the end of the 20™ century Michael J. Weller completed tetralogy Mike Weller's Space Opera— tale-within-
tales-within-taledepicting story of how comic-book reading, fanzinescribbling artsy-poetcharacter “Mike”
from “Dedbrickton” became his own writer-in-residence character—old-fashioned English novelist “MJ”.



Gunnery accuracy was checked on an annual basis by means of a combination of live firingatdrogue
targetsand camera recording described by the Royal Air Force as ‘Annual Filming’. Scanned location
prop—AGWeller's own scrapbook cut-out from a UK national newspaper, November 11 1941.

National dailies are fictionalized in wellerverse as compositetitle Daily Chronicle.



from the Daily Chronicleaxchive

AG Wellerscrapbook cut-outfictionalized by his son Michael John as Daily Chronicle newsitem
November21,1941.

RAF Mildenhalltook the fictitious name of "Millerton Aerodrome" and several otheraspects of day -
to-day operations of the command were altered forthe 1941 film “Target for Tonight”.
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Well<er> known in West Wickham

November 121941 cut-outfrom fictionalized local weekly Croydon Reporter.

Prop used between location for film and filmitself



Technical sergeants in the Shakespeare squad
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intermittent vol 2 no 4

Michael John Weller HomeBaked seriEzine March 2 2018



